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SO:t-l E EX,PERlE)lCES AMONGST EJ,EPHAN1' AND 
'l'HE OTHEH BIG- GAME 01<' BURl\l A J,'ROM 

1887 to 19;)1. 

BY 

\\'. " '.[' "'. H OM . . 

A book on big game shoot ing in Burma en titled 'Wild Spud!; 
of B urma alld A 8S a 1l1' 'ITit ten by me in collaboration with Colonel 
F. P ollock, late Staff Corps , was pub lished by Messrs. Hurst & 
Blackett. Ltd ., L ondon , in 1900, priced at 16 shillin gs. Colonel 
Pollock so ld t he work ou tright to Messrs. H urst & B lackett. I 
do not remember how m uc h Pollock received from t ll at Firm. but 
I received no portion of t he sum paid to Pollock over t he transaction. 

Messrs . H urRt & B lackett, on hearing from me that 1 was con
siderably out of pocket over t he rnatt.er , were good enough to send 
m e three complimentary lOopies of the work . Pollock , if he has 
not been gathered to hi s Fathers by now , must be well over 100 
years of age. I tried without success to get in touch witb him 
after he sold t be book to Mess rs. Hu rst & B lacketb and have never 
heard anything more of h im since. That Pollock was a great 
shika/'i in h is day and a rell1a rkaule lllan in many wan;. and tbat • • • 

h e did an immense amount of big gam e shooting in t he sixties, 
cannot be deni,,,d , I was asked on sevem l occasions subsequently , 
when 'W ild S po/' ts o.f B urma and Assam. went out of print , as it 
cannot be obtained now easily, to bring out a new book of my own . 
That would have been a d ifficu lt busi ness and wou ld have cost 
m ore money t han 1 could afford . 

• 
B-ig game shooting now-a-days is , 1 am afraid , very m uch decried. 

P eople look askance upon anyone who m ay happen to haye shot 
a few more animals than other people and refer to them as butchers . 
The filming >lnd photography of wild anima ls in their natura l state 
is now a ll to t he fore. In 111y day, however , oll e eoul d Hob go in 
for that· sort of thing unless one had a big uan king aecount. as 
cameras for th at kind of work :25 nnd 30 yea rs ago lOOst >I mi nt of 
money. Cmneras have, however, llOW ueen perfeded to such a 
pitch. that t his kind of hobby can be ind ulged ill m ore easi ly, whibt 
they a re not quite so expensive. 

THE PHE~ERVA '1'l Uj'\ OF B JG GA:ME. 

In the hey-day and fi rst fl ush of m y shikar days sportsmen did 
not t hink so m uch of gam e preservation as t hey do now. 

There were no gam e preserves or game li cences when I came to 
BlIl'nm in 1886, and many sportsmen d id not wony so much rcg;ll'Cl 
ing the numbers of animals shot by them provided t he an imal s 
co uld be considered warrantable trophies, and nearly every sports
m an tried to beat! his neighbour so far as t he size of the head or 
the length and weigh t of a pair of tusks were concerned, whilst 
he llUd also to consider t hc question of recouping himself for th e 

I 
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expenses incmred and the cost of his weapons and l1mmunition 
etc. Now-a- clays all that sort of thing is gone. A m an who 
slaughters game for t Il e sheer love of shooting and bagging animals 
is no longer tolemted . There is no doubt of comse that we all 
to some extent inherit in our breasts the savage instinct s of om 
fomfathers . A great deal has been wri t ten and is still being 
written and done on the subject of bi g game preservation every
where; but so far as 1 can see li t tl e 01' nothing elm be done to 
stay t he final destruction of all bi g game not only in this P rovincc 
but in I ndia and in Africa. The spread of civilization , til e m otor 
car , the modem hi gh pOlI'ered r ifl e, llew roads, the IVoodman 's 
axe , the Arms Act and n ules , electric contrivances for nightl shoot
ing, poa(Jhing by people of tI,e llollll tr'y and the fac t t,j mt the Forest 
Depa l' tmen t is llnderst.affe~l , [,re a ll factol's which are now slowly 
but sl lre ly tending to bring a.bo ut t lt e steady diminution of game. 
It is of "OU l'se adm itted t hat the necessities of civi lization m ust 
come first in the scheme of thi ngs and t he preservation of faunl1 
must take second pl aee. 

The E uropean hun ter ma ke, little impl'ession Oll wild life. He 
is usually a keen sportsm an 01' else he would not hunt in the 
fever ish loea li ties he visits in search of big game. The native 
hunter is in q uite a different cat egory. The difficulties of bush 
and climate do not t hwart him . B ut why go on ; one could write 
pages on t hi s s ubj ect. T he fact that such animals as the Mala
yan Tapir Cl'apir ll s in(liclts) whicll, so far as this P rovince is con
cel'l1ed , is only fo und in Tavoy and Mergui , and the Rhinoceros, 
two speci e~. (B hinocCl'U8 80ndaicus a.nd Rhinoceros surnatJ'ensis) 
are 1l0W entire ly preserved , may reDard for some years the process 
of extermination so far as they are concel'l1ed . I think I shall 
not be wrong in stating t hat t he only Tapir and R hinoceros of 
Burma that we shall see finally will be animals t hat have been 
preserved in Zoos 01' in Museums. This in my opinion is 
the order in which animals in Bmma are likely to disappear as 
the years roll on ; (1) Tapir ('l'ap il'us indic /Is), (2) Rhinoceros (Rhi'lI u
ce l'Us sonclaicus and R I,inoce l'os sumat'l'cnsis), (3) Tlmmin (Ccrv " , 
cldi), (4) Hog Deer (Cel'vus pOl'cinus), (5) Tsine, i. e. the Bant ing 
(Eibos sonclaicus), (6) B ison 0 1' Gam (Eibos gaul"us) , and (7) E le
phant (Elcp has 11'I.aximus). The Felidae, i .e., t igers and leopards. 
which one might include as big game, will also disappear when 
la rge areas of land become thickly populat ed , causing a subsequent 
decrease and th inning out of forests and undergrowth owing to 
the great demand for fuel , and as cultivation spread wiNl COll S8-

q uent diminution of all t he rem aining deer tribe such as Samba!' 
(Ce l'vus unloo/Ol'), Hog Deer (CC I'V/IS porcirms) , Barking Dee!' (CCI'
vu/us rn1int£ac'us) and Mouse Deer ('1'mgul1is javanicus). Serow ot' 
the Bmmese Goat-Antelope (Nern01' haecllls s'urnatTensis) and Gont! 
(Cem.as gOJ'al) , which are generally found in precipitous !'ocky 
localit ies, will probably be the last to disappear , as they are not 
easily got at except with low-trajectory, small-bore rifles, which 
the majority of the people of thi s country fortunately do not pos
sess. I would be inclined to proteet Serow altogether , as in some 
places they can be easily beaten out of coveI' and shot with 
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ordinary 12-bore s llOt guns \\·ith cartridges loaded with buck shot. 
All the bird life of the cou ntry is being rapidly Hlinned out. 
Some birds are shot and some snared by the people for food , 
wllether they be egrets, Imperial pigeons, hOl'llbill s , Sarus cran es , 
padd,Y birds or beef- steak birds. 

Crows . parrots, vultures , owls , spa rrolVS, hawl,s, and perhaps 
doves and green pigeoll wil I probably outlast the res t , with snipe, 
t ea l, duck , woodcock and geese coming next . P eafow l, pheasants, 
j ungle fowl , partridges and quail will last till no cover for them 
exists. ''"hen 1 first came to Burma in 1886 I have seen the 
horizon in some districts white with egrets, herons , ibises and 
other WElders and \I'a ter birds. There are yery few places indeed 
now where 'this can be seen . Snipe and all water birds are being 
snared wholesa le a ll o ,'e r BUl'ma. I have not m entioned pigs. No 
one bothers much about wild pi g. They multiply rapidly and are 
good ' eating. Besides , they do much harm to the crops of the 
people; as do parrots and monl,eys. It rea lly does not m atter 
what becomes of them . 

vVith regard to Big Game , in the yeHt' 1902 1 saw on the Pidaung 
Plain , lVIyitkyina , one morning all within view at the same time 
within 300 yards of where I was seated on an elephant , a herd 
of about 100 H og Deer , 4U Bison lInd the same n umber of Tsine. 
It was a glorious sight. The Pidaung P lain is now 1I sanctuary 
and is being carefully guarded by tIl e Forest Department but no 
one I fancy wi ll ever see the same sight again regardless of pm
sel'va.tion as the Kachins as well as the Gmkhas do 1I lot of poach
ing still at odd times , lIud when Burma gets its neyV' constitubion 
will things get better or worse? \Ve are al l bouud down now-a
days, and rightly so, by strict Game laws, and are ,-,ompelled to 
shoot only one or two of each species of game. 

'r1'IE ELEPHANT. 

Much has already been writt-ell Oll the elephant by experienced 
sportsmen , who have shot in Africa , in India and Bll1'ma , as to 
how and where to shoot e lephants and t he kind of rifle to use , 
but in case some of my readers have llOt studied the books of such 
famoll s elephant hunters as F. C. Selous, Newm an , Sutherland , 
Stigand, Bell , Bmtou, Sanderson , Chapman , 1<irby, R ainsford . 
Court--'l'reatt and Cl host of others, I shall discuss the matter here 
again as clead y and as briefly as possible . I 'Im entirely in 
agreement with Major C. Couro-Treatt , author of Out of 
the Beaten Tmclr , whell he says, ' assuming that t he pUl'pose of 
all sport is the attainment of adventUl'e and the exercise of skill , 
1 dare to mainta in that e lephant hunting can legitimately be re
garded as the greatest of all sports; and , since only t he elephan t 
hunter is qualified to dispute it , my assertion is not likely to meet 
with any great volume of dissent. Adventll1'e there is in plenty 
and hard work too; and the hunter needs to be highly skilled 
in the habits and anatomy of the animal before he can be el1l'oIJed 
into the spiritual membership of elephant h unters'. 

T fancy I have encountered iu m y wanderings in the jungles of 
Burma dmillg the last 45 years more big game than has faIJen to 
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~lte lot of most spol'tsmen. I tl'ust a lso 1 may oe pal'doned for 
l'emarking that m y knowledge of the elephLmt, its haiJits, alld its 
haunts , and llow to tmck it, where to tire ut it, and the kind of 
weapon to use, is pedlCtpS as good as that of 'my othel' EUl'Opean 
spol'tsnwn in the East. Th e best time of the yea r fol' tmeking 
e lep hHnts is dUl'ing the m illS, when the gl'ound is soft and the ir 
hacks am mOl'e easily followed , especia.l ly when they are feedin~ 
in bamboo jungle. As a l'ule the animals possessing the best 
tusks Hre soii tHl'Y, iJut a mOllstet· with vel'Y tine tusks is SOllle
tim es found leading tU llenl or 011 the outskirts of a bercl. J fOllnel 
it much easier to follow up the tmcks of a solital'Y tuskel' elephant 
than to stalk into a herd with the object of picking out an animal 
\\'ith the best tusks. As often as not, Lt slant of one's wind Ol' scent 
is obta ineel by some m embel' of the hel'd , usually a female , Ol' 
a young tusker , when ,t waming is give!l, lInd the whole herd 
e ithel' slips quickly and quietly away , Ol' stmllpedes without giving 
the huntel' a chance fol' a shot . Woe betide the spOl'tsman if the 
stampede is in hi s direction , as sometimes happens , if he ,-,annot 
get behind a decent sized tree Ol' bamboo clllmp ill time. Thc 
danger of ,t stampede is that he is liable to be confronted by 
som e infuriated cow elephant with a calf 0]' som e bull possessing 
small tusks Ol' som e cantankerous ' muckna' Ol' tuskless male. On 
these occasions he may have to shoot in self-defence , when the 
usual report will have to be m ade to the Forest DepHrtment, which 
will probably fine him , and if a tusker, Hnnex the tusks. The 
easiest way out of the difficulty where a h erd of elephants in a 
panic stampedes towards you, is to stand ped ectly still behind a 
tree , 0 1' bamboo clump , as Hleir 'sight is far from good, and take the 
risl, of their passing you without having seen you; 0 1' , if they do 
happen to see YO U, there is always the ch ance that they will hurry 
on all the more quickly to avoid you. On the other hnnd , I have 
known of herds of elephants to charge deliberutely in a body to
wards the sportsm an on scenting him , without having been dis
tu rbed in any other way, but they were genemll y he]'ds that had 
beell. harassed a great deal by being frequently nred OLl b'y pc],sons 
armed with inferio]' weapons. The dangel' is th en very gre"t , 
and unl ess the sportsmHn 's nerves m'e in good order and li e bas 
nlso had long expel'ience wit.h elephants , he should contri ve to get 
Ollt of tlleil' Wily as quickly LtS possible either by climbing u tree Ol' 
by ma.king a clean bolt for it . The]'e is no m ista.king the sounds 
omitted by a herd of elephants tha.t m eans business as it COUles 
charg ing, shrieking and t-rumpeting along. A succession of ltngr.' · 
screams and trumpetings will be emitted nrst, which will convey 
the waming and the so unds of thumping feet and the breaking 
of branches will then follow. The sportsman 's Burman hunters. 
jf the'y h ave n ot already made th emsel ves scarce by ascending tile 
nearest trees , as thev a]'e sometimes incl ined to do, shou ld bc 

• 

ab le to wam him of the danger and advise him what to do and 
which direction to take. E lephant shooting is easy enough if you 
h ave good eye-sight, are fleet of foot, and know how to SllOot 
straight, and above a ll a re using It good ]'ifle. The latter is ·about 
as important as all the rest put together. In the good old days 
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I made a point of never following the t!'acks of a solitary tusker 
elephant unless these measured 18 or 20 inches from toe to heel. 
I refer only to impressions of the forefeet·. There is no mistaking 
the elongated t!'acks of an old tusker elephant. The c!'acks and, 
wrinkles on all foul' soles of the feet and ,the large toe nail indenta
tions on the soft ground are also usually d early defin ed. The length 
and thickness of an elephant 's tusks may be indicated by the cavi
ties he digs in the soft earth of stream banks as he moves along or 
by the marks left by his tusks on the ground where he has passed 
the night . A solitary tusker usually sleeps on his side flat on the 
gl"Ound like a horse with all four legs stretched out straight. I 
remember once coming across a solitary bull elephant asleep on 
tile ground which was making use of an ant heap as a pillow. The 
dung of an old elephant is also generally of a coarse texture and 
fibrous looking. Tuskless male elephants, called by the Burmans 
'ltHings' . or 'hines' and by Indians 'lI1ucknas' are generally bIg 
fellows with powerful trunks. A big 'muckna' is usually feared 
by the m embers of any herd to which he may belong and he is a 
\'f~ ry dangerous animt'll when he becomes a rogue and turns solitary. 
As a rule there is no mistaking the t!'acks of a 'muckna' or 'haing ' 
for they are generally more cil"Cular and less elongated than the 
forefoot impressions of a tusker. No sportsman ever shoots or is 
permitted to shoot a female elephant in India or Burma unless 
compelled to do so in self-defence, simply because , unlike the 
African species, they "any no tusks. 

E . G . Boulenger rightly says that an animal 's sense of smell 
is usually, although by no means invariably, gauged by the develop
m ent of its nose. Elephants have a very keen sense of smell . 
The power of an elephant's trunk is enormous and with it the 
animal can lift a ton with ease. Though immensely strong, such 
a trunk has its own peculiar dangers and its care is a m atter 
of constant vigilance and anxiety to its owner. If threatened by 
a tiger it is curled up over the forehead. Still more dreaded i~ 
the poisonous snake. The common mouse, whose holing instin ct 
may lead hirn to take refuge in 011e or other of the large nostrils , 
is likewise a danger . When cha.rging , an eJeplmnt , on being wound
ed , comes tearing along at a. great pace, faster .indeed than most 
people would give it credit for being able to tra vel , and when 
the aollimal has really got into his stride h e can overtake the 
fastest rl!nn er in the world after the first hundred: ya rds or so , but 
he t.rusts to his keen s'el1se of smell m ore than anything else to 
overtake his enem y man. To escape from a charg ing e lephant , 
it is not safe for a hunter to run in a straight lin e for any distance, 
for he has a better chance of eluding the animal by going off at 
right angles, especially if he is running up wind, that is to say, 
if his scent is being carried towards th e approaching eleph ant. 
The screams of an infuriated , wounded , charging elephant are ten'i
fying , and awe-inspiring in the extrem e, and woe betide the hun
t er, if he trips and falls or is overtaken, for h e would be pounded 
into pulp and every bone in his body would be broken. An ele
phant usually seizes a human being with his trunk and dashes 
him aga in st the ground or against his own knee's , and tl1l3il fliugs 
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him away into the air or strikes hint a terribl e blow with his 
trunk. Sometimes he kicks his victim with his forefeet, or, after 
seizing him with his trunk, throws him to the around and kneels 
upon him, if he does not drive his tusks Hlro~gh his body. In 
nearly every case a fatal inj ury is inflicted. 

} .. n elephant cannot take all four feet off the ground ill a jump, 
like l\ horse, to negotiate say an eleven or twelve foot ditch. A 
man escaping from a charging elephant can therefore jump over 
an eleven or twelve foot wide ditch or nUllah , and be quite safe on 
the other side, for it would not be possible for any elephant to 
negotiate it in its stride. In other words , an elephant cannot cross 
a deep ditch that is beyond the compass of its stride. It would, 
of course , be possible for the elephant following a man under 
these conditions to go down into the nullah and up the other 
bank, but that would give the hunter time to escape. The hunter 
should also see, in the event of his getting behind the trunk of 
a tree or bamhoo clump to escape from a charging elephant, that 
it, is large and thick enough to withstand the impact of an ele
phant's charge, for an elephant is able to knock down any ordinary 
si~ed tree and will go through a fair sized clump of bamboos 
like paper. 

The secret of success in elephant shooting is to get as close as 
possible to the animal and make sure of the first shot, if possible, 
inte the brain. When a clear view of the brain is not possible, 
a shot behind the shoulder to reach heart· or lungs should be taken. 
1£ both lungs are perforated by a heavy bullet propelled by a big 
eharge of cordite, say 100 grains from a ·577 cordite . rifle , the 
animal usually will not survive, but he will have to be followed for 
seve,ral miles in the case of the lung shot before he is rendered 
helpless by internal haemorrhage . Sanderson, the author of the 
work Thh,teen Years Amongst the Wild Beasts of India, says 'the 
head shot is the poetry and the body shot the prose of elephant 
shooting'. An elephant 's brain can be found by (1) shooting a 
little above the bump from; in front; (2) and (3) by shots fired in 
the temple hollows on either side of the head from left or right 
half front; (4) by a direct shot at right angles from the side into 
either ear hole; or (5) by a shot from a little belJind the ear when 
the ear is thrown forward. Then there is (6) the heart shot. The 
heart , shaped like a small rugby football, lies low down between 
the shoulders. This shot should be taken from a little behind , 
when the animal moves a foreleg forward, at the height of the 
elbow-joint of the leg . Some sportsmen, in order to make 
absolutely certain of bagging an elephant with really fine tusks, 
rely entirely on the lung an9, heart shot!" for, in a head shot, 
unless the brain is reached by the bullet, the animal will Hot !lie , 
as there are no big arteries in an elephant's head and he will 
usually go clean away if he does not turn and charge. An ele
phant, when followed and approached after a shot or two through 
bo.th l~ngs, ' if he is di.sable~l, will be found generally standing stoek
still wlth blood pounng out of his trunk, which will generally be 
up in. the air and then he can be easily finished off. It is only 
when an elephant dies, or is at the point of death, that he lies 
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down, and, as often as not, when shot through the brain, he 
collapses on to !Jis knees and remains in that posit.ion without 
toppling over. If an elephant should enter a stream and drink 
w.ater after he has received, say a couple of shots through the 
lungs, he will become more quickly disabled, I have known 
solitary tuskers with only one tusk, when shot through the brain, 
to topple over on to the ground on the tusk side. Burman hunters 
emphatically state that elephants with two tusks , when shot 
through the brain, will fall to the ground on the side which carries 
the heavier tusk. 

Elephants have been known to plug up with mud the bullet 
wounds received in their bodies in order to keep them from becom
ing fly-blown . It is also well known that elephants indulge in 
mud baths and plaster themselves all over with mud in order to 
protect their sensitive skins against the attacks of gad flies and 
even mosquitoes towards the beginning of the rainy season, i.e. , 
April, May, and June. At this season all large dangerous game 
become more irritable from the stings of insect pests. The brain 
of an Asiatic elephant is more easily reached by the bump shot 
from in front, than is the case with the African species. It is 
not generally known that the back of the Indian elephant (or 
Burmese elephant) is convex, whereas in the African species it is 
concave. The Indian or Asiatic elephant again possesses only one 
lip or finger-like process at the end of its trunk, whereas the 
African species has two. The trunk of the Indian or Asiatic 
elephant is also less strongly ridged than that of the African . 
The Indian elephant's face, too , is plumper and altogether milder 
in expression and la.cks the lean aggressive appearance of that 
of his African brother. The African elephant is taller by a foot , 
weighs more and carries heavier ivory. It is also interesting to 
note that the Asiatic elephant has four or five toe nails orteach 
hind foot in contrast to the three toe nails possessed by his 
A£rican twin . 

RU'LES FOR ELEPHANT SnOO'l'lN G . 

When I first started big game shooting in Burma I used a 
double barrelled 8 bore hammerless ejector paradox gun burning 
a maximum charge of 10 drachms of black powder. I found a 
weapon of this sort very effective indeed. Now-a-days no one ever 
thinks of using heavy weapons of this description because of the 
weight and the smoke from t,he b lack powder, which was often 
blown back into one's face, thus temporarily shutting off a good 
view of the animal fired at . Nevertheless , I did very good execu
tion with it and was loath to exchange it for t.he more up-to-date 
and modem cordite rifles. A good 'big un ' is of coUt"se much 
better than a good 'little un', and I must say I very seldom 
found the 8 bore fail me, as the heavy conical bullet usually deli
vered such a shock to the nervous system of an animal such 'as 
elephant , hison, or tsine , when t.earing its way through the flesh , 
muscles , tendons and bones, as to cause temporary paralysis. I 
have on several occasions fired , raking shots , with the 8 bore from 
behind thl"Ough the small of the ribs at a solitary bull b(SOll 
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standing 20 hands at tbe shoulder , which has caused the animal 
to lurch forwmd a few yards and then colbpse. Even if a fatal 
shot had not been fired, say t hrough the heart , bra,in 01' neck, 
t he animal which had received the raking shot through the small of 
the ribs was usually rendered hol's de cO'mbat for the time being. 
I was then invariably able to walk up and administ er the co up de 
.grace from a distance of only [\ few paces. '1'here were oceasiolls 
also when even the 8 bore failed me; but show m e the sportsrnall 
who has not had similar disappointments with any and every kind 
of weapon. Sutherland , the famous elephant hunter of Africa, 
who accounted for over 500 elephants in hi s da:v, sometimes failed 
to stop charging elephants using a double barrelled ·577 cordite 
rifl e bUl'l1ing 100 gmins of cordite a weapon I have used occa
sionally myself in recent years, but with Hot the sam e success as 
I obtained with the good old 8 bo]'e. In Burma, where the 
jungles are dense , a lmock down blow has often to be delivered 
at a distance of only a few yards. ,V hen one is young and in good 
training neither the weight of the rifle nor t he recoil is felt. One 
certainly feels the recoil of a big rifle more when one fires for 
pmctice at a mark 0 11 a tree, but when one pulls trigger on an 
anim al you hal'dly notice it at all in the excitem ent of the moment. 

It is amusing to list.en to some of the youngsters who, havmg 
been out only a year 01' two in the country, have gone out after 
large and dallgerous game, sllch as bison and elephant, armed 
with small-bore rifles such as a ·303, 01' ·380 m agazine Boss riflc, 
or a '256 bore lVIanlichel'. Some of t hem ll[\ve even been success
ful at t heir TIrst attempts, but they lwd not to follow up a, wounded 
animal subsequently. This was an experience they were f01·tu
nate enough to escape. Ignonmee is bli ss, et e. Some of the 
best-known big game shots of Africa ha ve, it is true, used small
bore rifl es, suc h flS ·303, ·318 01' even '256 bore, on elephant suc
cessfully, but the majority; of these m en have been seasoned vete
m ns at t he game anu. , besides being excell ent shot s, knew where 
to plant their bullets with deadly aecumc;\', and , last but not 
least, they invariab ly had a gun bearer carrying a second weapon 
whieh was usually a hea vy high ve locity rifle, such as a double 
-450 or ·500 bore cordite rifle as a stopper in case of a charge. 
If I were asked by some would-be sportsm an what sort of rifl e 
I would recommend hirn to get for shooting big game in BUl'ma 
my reply would be 'What kind of animal do vou want to shoot , 

• 
and what can you afford to pay?' Another factor to consider is 
the height , strength and activity of t·he would-be sportsman . If 
he is a strong m an and can carry a heavy rifle and intends shoot
ing dangerous game such as eleplla nt , bison, tsine, i.e. , wild cattle, 
and t iger, and has moreover a good bank surplus, I would (,hen 
immediately suggest his gett ing a double-bal'l'elled lwmmerless 
cordite eject ot rifle of any of the following calibres, viz., -500, '470 
or '450. These bum 70 or 80 gmins of cordite. The best. double 
bore rifles are m ade in England by any of the following firms, 
who are makers of repute, viz., vVesUey R ichards, H olland and 
Holland , Gibbs of B ri stol , J efferey Greeuer , Cogswell and Han-i
$01'1. As a second weapon , he could plll'chase a magazine magnum 
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'375 bOl"e cordite rifle or a magazine ·333 or ·318, any one of which 
is powerful enough for a ll thin-skinned non-dangerous game and 
which would be useful also for finishing off a wounded beast . For 
beat s when tiger , leopard , bear and Sambar m ay be driven out 
by v illage beaters , a double 12 bore m agnum 'Explora' cordite 
rifle by ,Vestley Ri chards cannot be beaten. High-velocity sm all 
bore rifl es should not be used in a beat . If I am asked to join 
f\ party of sportsmen in a beat and find that one of them intends 
using a sm all bore rifl e, I contrive t o place between him and 
myself the biggest tree tl"llnk I can find in the locality, before t he 
beat starts . A bullet from a sm all bore hi gh velocity rifle h as a 
nasty way of ri cochetting all over the place even if it does succeed 
in striking the anima.l , as it invariably passes clean through it . An 
ordinary double 12 bore shot gun , ch ambered for 3 in ch cartridges, 
loaded with solid sph erical 0 1' lethal ball , L .G. or S.S. G . slugs 
would be another useful weapon for despat ching an animal at 
close quarters . A poor man will find there are m any useful m aga
zine rifles on the m arket whi ch can: be picked up even secondlwnd , 
for' two or three hundred rupees 01' less, such as a '404, '423 , ,318 
and ·375, Tt is mu ch easier , however , to align the sights of a 
double barre ll ed rifl e than those of a single barrel magazine rifle, 

DEAD T US](ER ELEPHA:\TS FOUND IN THE JUNGLE . 

A wealthy American who had done a great deal of shooting in 
Africa and in other parts of the world asked m e whether I h ad 
e.ver found animals in the jungle at the point of death , 01' whi ch 
h ad di ed from natmal causes, or any animnl cem eteries. My reply 
was th at in th e whole of m y experience which extended over a 
m attm' of 46 years I h ad n ever done so , and I suppose I would 
almost be quite safe in saying thnt it would be possible to count 
on the fin gers of one's J, and the E uropean sportsm en who have 
done so , altllO ugh they m ay have roam ed through all the forests 
of the world for years . I have com e across the rem ains of semw , 
a species of goat-antelope, barking deer and sa mbar , t hat have 
been killed by leopards 0 1' t igers, but never any anim al th at was 
at the point of dea.th 0 1' had just died from natural causes. W hat 
becom es of all the anima ls that die from old age 0 1' di sease is a 
conundrum that 11 as been asked m any times. 

In the Bangoon Gazette, som e years ago, I wrot e· an exhaustive 
mticle on the subject of '"Vhere do eleph ants die, and animal 
cem eteries'. It would t ake too long for m e t o go into this subject 
again here as fully as I did th en . It! must not be imagined th at 
beca use an elephant is such a huge beast the carcase 0 1' skeleton 
will rem ain v isible above gmund for years , like t he vul t Ul'e- 01' crow
picked skeleton of a cam el , mul e 0 1' horse, that may h ave perisl1 ed 
in an arid desert where the rainfall is practically nil and where t he 
absence of jungle and undergrowth , not to speak of an imal and 
insect life , preclude its disappearing for a very long period . It 
is a very different m atter in t ropical count ries like I ndia and 
Burma, where all organic m atter t ends to decay rapidly and 
whe~e t he jungle is usually a live with insect and animal life . The 
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carcase of any dead animal very soon disappears owing to tor
rential rains , swollen streams , white-ants and a host of othez 
insects, dry rot , damp rot , and the heat of jungle fires, the cease
less gnawing of the remains by a multitude of large and small 
animals. It should not be forgotten also that the skull and bones 
of an elephant are full of oil 80119. will bum rapidly in a jungle fire . 
Is it t o be wondered at then that t he remains of even such large 
animals as eleph ant , bison , rhinoceros and t sine are seldom en-
countered ? . 

Some years ago , under rather peculiar circumstances , I found 
t he rem ains of two wild t usker elephants both of which had m et 
their deaths in fights with other tuskers. In the first case, I was 
fi shing for mahseer in t he L emro river of Arakan in the unad
ministered territory of the Arakan Hills Tracts, Burma. Noticing 
a stale odour emanat ing from a neighbouring thicket some 300 
yards or so away, I asked one of the two Chin boatmen who 
were with me to go and see what had died , as he might perhaps 
find t hat a sambar or a bison had been killed by a tiger, in which 
case there would surely be t he head and horns. The boatman , 
however , declined tD go, saying he was afraid of m eeting a leopard 
01' a tiger , so putting my rod down and picking up a magazine 
·355 Manlicher Schoenaur rifle that I always carried on these 
occasions in case of m eeting barking deer and pig, I walked off 
t owards the thicket , nosing up the smell as I moved along, the 
wind being right . After travelling about 600 yards or so I found 
t he rem ains of a tusk er eleph ant in an open glade with thick 
jungle all round . A tusk was still sticking in its socket in the 
skull whilst the other tusk was lying on the ground beside it . 
The ribs and bones of the animal were lying scattered about in 
the vicinity in all directions, and the tree trunks close by were 
m arked with the claw m arks of tigers and leopards that had 
cleaned their claws there after regaling t,hemselves night after night 
on the fl esh . The skull and all the bones were bare of fl esh of 
course, for th e animal had been dead at least s ix or eight months. 
The photograph of the l'emains, shown in Plate n , was taken 
after I had put t ogether all the remains, done a little jungle 
clearing to let in the light , and inserted the second tusk into the 
empty socket of the skull. It seemed m arvellous to m e that the 
t usks of the dead animal had not been t aken by some of the wi Id 
CJJin . tribesmen , but I learned that they were afraid to go into 
cleurlllg where the rema111S of the dead animal lay as a really bad 
type of 'N at ' 01' spirit of t he woods resided there . I tried to 
pi cture to myself how the animal had come by its end and was 
t old finally on my return to camp t bat evening that the Chins 
from a neighbourin g village had heard two elephants trumpeting 
and roaring, in the jungle about a mile 0 1' so above the spot where 
I had found th e remains and that the animal to whom the' remains 
belonged had probably been vanquished in the fi ght by· being gored 
to death by 1:<he other tusker and then mortally wounded had come 
into t he thicket to die, as it was a quiet locality and near 
water . I n t he second case, I was out a.fter bison (gaur) and 
rhinoceros along the ba.nks of no certain stl'eam in Arakan when 
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my attention was attracted by a strong odour of decaying meat, 
more pronounced than in the case of the last dead animal found 
by me. It took me about ten minutes to reach the spot from 
whence the stench emanated and, when I turned a bend in the 
stream, I was thunderstruck at seeing a magnificent dead tusker 
elephant in a kneeling position in the gravel bed of the river, 
with its head IIp clear of the ground, and a magnificent pair of 
tusks protruding straight out of its mouth. A number of jungle 
fowl, cocks principally, some eight or ten birds in all, were running 
about backwards and forwards over the body eating the maggots 
that crawled about on it. The smell was pretty overpowering, 
but being accustomed to that sort of thing from a long sojourn 
in the jungle, my stomach did not fail me. I went up and exa
mined the animal thoroughly and notiood that it must have been 
killed by another tusker in a fight, as there were several deep stab 
wounds on either side of its neck and body, which had evidently 
been inflicted by bhe tusks of another elephant. Unfortunately my 
camera was in camp some miles off and it was not till my men 
had extracted the tusks of the dead animal , which weighed 84 Ibs. 
the pair, that it turned up and I was able to get two or three 
photographs of the dead elephant. It was while I was superintend
ing the extraction of the tusks t·hat I found, purely by accident , 
the remains of another broken off tusk, 27 ,inches in length , 
weighing 18 Ibs., deeply embedded in the skull of the carcase 
and sticking out f1'0111 under the palat.e. The broken off tusk had 
pus sed through the skull into the brain . Judging from the faint 
black circle round the tusk near the spot where it had snapped 
off short, it was apparent that it had broken off at the lips of 
the animal which won the fight. It was a unique discovery for 
1 do not suppose such a find has ever been recorded before. All 
the bushes and gravel in the vicinity, I then noticed, . had been 
trampled npon , tOl'll and scattered about in all directions. A 
portion of the hind quarters of the dead elephant had been eaten 
by a bear whose feet impressions showed up clearly on the soft 
wet sand by the side of the stream. Quite recently, I heard the 
story of the fight which had taken place between the two ani
mals, and recorded it· in detail. It seems that a Chin from a 
neighbouring village some four or five miles away had come 40wn 
with his wife to the stream to fish , and had caught sight of the 
elephant which was subsequently killed, drinking at the stream 
at about 5 p.m. He and his wife on seeing this immediately 
ascended a tree for safety, being in a mortal funk, a.s the elephants 
in that locality were given to chasing and killing people. Some 
five or ten minutes after this another tusker elephant with shorter 
[lnd straighter tusks came out of the jungle. some sixty yards or S0 

to the rear of the animal which was drinking. The latter imme
diately spun round and with lowered head faced his opponent, 
who, uttering a shrill trumpet, rushed forward in full charge, t.he 
two meeting head on with a terrific crash. Both animals then 
engaged each other with their trunks holding up their heads , and 
manamvring fOt' position, The younger animal then disengaged 
himself Rnd kicked for n. distance of ahout twenty yards, ·The 

, 



--------- ,~----------------------~----~------~---------------

332 J OUR NAL, BOMBAY NAT URAL HIST . S OCIETY , Vol. XXXVI 

elephant that was vanquished subsequently then also started to 
wheel round as if to clear out, for he was at least fifty years older 
t han his opponent , when the other elephant put on a spurt and , 
r ushing forward , delivered a succession of deadly stabs into hoth 
sides of t he neck of t he older animal. Just at t his time , some 
five or six female elephants accompanied by one or two calves 
appeared on the scene from the jungle, but kept at a respectabl e 
distance, squeaking occasionally as if in fear . The older elephant . 
whose t usks were blunter and more curved and in consequence not 
at all suitable for stabbing purposes was placed at a considerable 
disadva.ntage . The younger t usker , whose tusks must have weighed 
about 50 or 60 lbs. the pair, but were straighter and more pointed , 
as can be seen from the photogmph of the gouge and tusks of 
t he dead animal with the broken-off tusk called 'Manswe' by the 
Burm ans, lying in front , simpl y m ade circles round his less active 
a nd older opponent. 

It then appears that the younger animal in a fin al charge from 
in front m et its opponent head-on and embedded , up to t he lip , 
it s right t usk in the skull of the older animal. When they parted 
company it was seen th at t he younget' animal was minus his right 
t usk . The old tusker t hen st·anding stock-still for a few seconds 
suddenly t hrew up its trunk in t he air and . gradually subsided on 
to its knees , in the same position as a t ame elephant , wh en about 
to take up his m ahout on it s back. What would I not have 
given to have been t here with a cine cam era t o wit ness this battle 
of th e giants? I have been told by the Burmans th at so long as 
t he broken off tusk , the 'Manswe', remains in my possession no 
harm can ever befall m e, and that I shall always have the best 
of luck . I have had numerous request s from B urmans and Shans 
to sell them t he 'Manswe' out right , if I will not give! them a chip 
of it, but , as I have always pointed out to those making the 
requests , t hat , according t o t heir own beliefs, it would be wrong 
of me to do so as at woul d bring m e bad luck. So t here it lies , still 
intact , in the hall of my house beside the tusks of the victim 
whose spirit doubtl ess roams t.he E lysian fi elds or t he forests of 
Valhalla. 

The literal transla.tion of 'Manswe' in B urmese is , I suppose, 
'Man ' which means temper and 'swe' which means the t usk , 
or in other words 'The tusk t hat in a temper did the dam age'. 

The photograph of the dead t usk er which looks as if it is abollt 
to topple over a 'kud ' or precipice is true in actual fact . I had 
wounded t his animal behind the shoulder and foll owed him up for 
fi ve mil es. He went into a dense cane brake in the Thayetmyo 
YOlllfl mountains between Th ayetmyo and Arakkan and waited th <ll'e 
in grim silence for me, to come up with him , without even ad ver
t ising his whereabouts by a fl ap of hi s ear. 

Cau t iously, Oh , ever so ca.utiously, did I push my way-into, t.h at 
cane brake , and only those who are accustomed to t·he jungles of 
B urma will know what is meant by a cane brake and how difficult 
it is to move about in one without bein g hung up or even seeing 
clearly fifteen yards ahead . To cut a long story short , I almost 
walked inl10 him as I rounded a bamboo clump , and without a. 
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note of ,Yarning, except for the emi ss ion of a suppressed spurt 
of ail' which h e shot out of hi s trunk, he raced straight in my 
direction . I made half [1 dozen fl ying leaps to avoid him but came 
an awful sprawler, tripping over a cane and spread-eagling right 
in hi s pRth . Fortunately for me the jungle was very dense over
head 01' ebe he would have spotted me lying helpless beneath him . 
As he cam e tearing along through the undergrowth one of hi s 
ponderous forefeet found my right thigh and pinched h alf of it into 
th e mud without brenking [~ IJ one 01' doing lIny damage except to 
cnuse me to uttel~ a sl ight groan of pain on account of the bruise 
which tUl'l1ed m y right thigh into all the colours of a rainbow. I 
followed him up within an hour and came up with him again after 
he hncl covered about three mil es of very hilly count ry. This 
time, he was head on to me in fairly open jungle. On catching 
sight of me he nttered a shrill h'umpet and swung round as if to 
make off, but not hefore I got him with a. lucky shoulder shot 
through the heart. He went about thirty yards before collaps ing. 
and a ll but went over a steep 'kud ', remaining ba.Janced on the 
top. I was only able to photogl'Uph bim from above. His tusks 
weighed 95 Ibs. t he pail' and I noticed that one of hi s forefeet, 
the rigll t one, was much sm aller than (·11e left. 

The photograph of th e large wild tllsker wlli ch was taken in th e 
Tlw,vetmyo Yoma hills is perhaps one of the finest photographs , 
m'er taken of a wild tl.lSkel·. He was coming out of high elepha nt 
grass and , as th ere was a deep ten-foot wide nullah, in between, a 
few ya rds only separated us. The lens used was [l, lit inch Ross' 
Telecentric, a perfect picture being obtained. It may be asked 
why I did not shoot this fine specimen . My reply is that I had 
shot qu ite a number already and would much rather h ave the 
photograph I obtained. I had a heavy rifl e witll me at t he t ime 
which was being carried by a I'ery faithful staunch old hunter of 
mine J\iaung Tha Yauk by name , who never once let me down on 
all the numerous, occasions on which he accompanied me into t.he 
wilds, and who has not long since gone to Nil'va na. May we 
m eet again in the Elysian fields of that mysterious land about which 
we talk such a lot 111lt know nothing, to relate there all ove" again 
the details of the m any h airbreadt h escapes and encounters we 
shared together. 'Will I ever see his equal again? To '1'ha Yauk , 
one of the finest hunters , trackers and ch aracters it has ever been 
m y good fortune to know, I owe much of whatever success I have 
attained in the pursuit of Big Gam e . 
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