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THE KING OF MUSEUM-BUILDEP 
H ... KING of mu eum-builders is an 

.,\merican: and the greatest scientific 
:n the world is at beautiful 

1y in the shadow of her 
1" Americans we have 

real' n tv, IT <I of Professor 'Ward 
hi hill work, and th~ f ~ Ulf' m illions of 
who should also think 0 hUll th feelings 

of gratitude, In my opinion he h' donemore 
towsrt1 the creation and of the scien-
t ific mn, of the world than any other 
twel).ty III r could name, and the value of }tis 
work as 8 ,titio educator can never beesti.-
mated in doll ,1' ,ml! cents. 

I know bjm well i and having quarr It',l "'lt1l 
him frequently in the ardent and aggreSSIve 
day of my youth, I feel that I can now judge 
dispassionately both his oharacter and his 
work, and his story exactly as it is. 

tis saiu by S41me that famHiarity breeds con· 
t lllpt, and by others that no man is a hero to 
his val t. It may be so, especially when t}H~ 

party of the second part is a fo()l ; but, at all 
events, after seven years of service with bim, 
after onths of his society as a t raveling com
panion, and twelve years more of personal cor
respondence. J still can say that P 

A. Ward is the most remarkable scien
tific geniu8 I ever knew. It is because that in 
his line he stands i>O preeminent, so wholly 
alone,Qnd so completE'ly clothed in his own orig
inality that I considet; it worth while to tell 
this story of him, and tell it now. . 

In tbi. country, in England. Germany IUld 
France there are other men who make a busi
m'R or gathering and distributing scientific 
p dmens for museums: but this man towers 

above them all like a colo~su8 standing on a 
plain. Where other men are able to supply 
the pec'mens for one small department of a
new seien Hie museum, his vast establishment 
ean fill the entire m useum, from the lowest 
depths of geology up to man bimself, with 
every depa.rtment reasonably complete, Tile 
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A. TYPICAL COLLECTION. 

whole of the Lewis Brooks Museum, of the 
University of Virginia, except the building, 
was taken bodily and at oIlce out of the Roch
ester establishment, and scarcely made a hole 
in it J 

When Marshall Field, of Chicago, gave his 
check for $100,000 in exchange for the entire 
Ward collecbion at the World's Fair, a whole 
LOU~~um was bought and "located " in one 
day. 

Instead of being brought forth, as is cus
tomary, with great labor and travail, and 
working up in slow mi~ery from nothing to 
something, as do most new public museums, 
the grand new Field Columbian Museum, like 
the Lewis Brooks Museum, was born of full 
stature, lusty and proud christened and con
firmed, all in one day. All this was made pos
sible by O1\e man-and I wonder how many 
Chicagoans there are who know all the facts, 
or remember his name. 

In these days. the times require that every 
man shall have his special work, bounded, 
limited and collfined. In science, no man now 
dares to attempt to know it all. He mnst spe
cialize within the fence that bounds his par
ticular bailiwick-the ethnologist on man, the 
mammalogist on mammals, the ornitbologiston 
birds, the herpetologist on reptiles, and so forth 
and so on, adil1jinitu1Il. each after his own kind. 
Every professional naturalist is supposed to be 
either a ~eacher or an investigator, and to 

-

know literally all there is to be known II' , 
his one poor little specialty. 

Know that Professor WaJld belongs to neith 
of those classes of naturalists. With a fiu F
scientific education, the inborn ha.bit of inv"'i! 
tigation, and a command of language or I 
had better Bay languages -{)f which R.lJY t{lacbtt 
might well be proud, beE ectedto oarve outr(;:: 
himself a special niche i tbe world a.nd fill ~l; 
all alone. 

He deliberately cbose as his phel'e of UlI~ 
fulnes3 the gathering anil distributing 0 8Pfr 

ci mens and collections tor the lJrOIUotion (I. 

scientific study. The work of bis lifeh .. 
to place in the hands of every !!oiantitic ~tn 
dent and investigator the objects that h can 
not obtain for himself, and ,~hich tiull rue 
canllot obtain for bim. His life work bf!ga 
in carrying an old trunk filldd with fossils frOTh 
the Paris Basin, across the English Cbannel, and 
selling its content to the London museums fo), 
a good round sum. Now, however, it require 
twenty-one freight cal'S, jammed to the roof, 
to transport such a collection as that which 
constituted tbe" Ward Exhibit II at the World' 
Fair of ,glorious memory. 

In this hurrying, hustling age, nothing ap
peals to the mind of tbe b lSy reader mol'( 
sharply than figures. We hll. "e a] most reacbe . 
the point when no descripti')ll : .. quite cor,i 
plate, and no object is considered fully , .,i:!c 
up" without them. Adjectives are compare. 
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th'~, li gures are ab -olute, From the cradle to 
e grin......,. the t;rue American will have his 

ni.lIe digiLll, and at this point nothing else can 
, ~l've my purpose quite 80 well. 

huve befote roe a list, closely printed, ex· 
• 

<.: .. 1y the Jengt1;l of roy arm, of one hundred 
American musemDs, to each of which Profes· 
sot Ward has supplied collections, It is a roll 

f honor well worthy of being carved, figures 
.In aU, on bis monument. In reality, it is a 
, ,mplete list of all the scientific museums in 
t.he United tates worthy of being mentioned 
anywhere. The cost of the natural history 
collection!! llurchased of Ward's Natural 

(:',"l' ]: tablishment by this group of mu-
", alone foots up a grand total of 8730,223, 
a average of $7.302 for each collection. 

H ilre are a few of the entries nearest the 
L>!,.d of the list : Field Columbian Museum, 
"100,000; Agassiz's Museum, at Harvard, 

$,1),MO; lJniversity of Virginia, $51,000: 
Prin ceton College, $83.272: Coronado Beach 

• • 
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Museum , Calli rnia, 9 9; CtllIt l'a.l P ark 
Museum, 'New Yc l{- City. 04 i United 
States Nationall\luseum, Washington, $20,837. 

In the entire list only three museums have 
spent as little as $1,000 each in Professor 
Ward's great emporium of science. Twenty
nine states and territories came in for a share, 

• 

and it is therefore easier to name those not rep-
resented than those that are. Though far dis
tant, even Texas, Utah and California, have 
caUed for their share of colleotions. 

But all this represents what l1a~ been done 
for one country alone, ours, tile greatest of 
them all. It is only a modest fact, devoid of 
all boastfulness, when I state that there are 
only a few civilized, educated countries on the 
globe t o which the Ward establishment has not 
sent natural history collections. To several of 
the countries of E urope they have been large 
and important , and every one of the .. effete 
monarchies" have r eceived something. In 
1879, when wandering through Tokio, Japan, 

an u tter stranger in a 
strange land, I visited the 
Educational Museum; and 
there, in a large collection 
"from Ward ," I beheld with 
the joy of old acquaintallce 
the" stuffed and mounted" 

- figure of the very puma 
.- , '~ . -' that 1 shot on the Essequibo 

River, South America. in 
• 

1876. We shook hand" most 
joyously. It is hard to say 
which was most glad to 
see the other, but I am 
told the pnma is smiling 
yet. But, I hear the trav
elers ask, from whence do 
all these mighty collections 
come, and how are they Qb· 
tained? r wish it were 
really in my power to tell 
you: for behind many a 
stuffed animal there lurks a 
thrilling story of travel and 
ad venture. But, for the 
sake of illustration let us 
take the year 1877. 

In February, Professor 
Ward shipped home from 
Egypt a large collection of 
assorted mummies and other 
antiquities (" quality guat
anteed, prices f. o. b."). 
There were also several 
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boxes of petrified wood ( bieh mark a glorioll.s 
picnic on camelback to the Libyan desert 
near Cairo), stuffed lizards with spines all 
over their tails, fossils from the Pyramids, and 
ibex heads bought of mild-mannered Bedouin 
cut-throats from Sinai. A little later he sent 
home more boxes full of queer marine things 
from Jedda, and Masso wah, on the Red Sea; 
and three months later was with hiB son, 
Henry L. Ward, in South America, despoiling 
monkeys of their skins and working up man
atees into "specimens." At that same time I 
was ravaging India in his interest, harvesting 
long-snouted crocodiles in Northern India, 
Indian bison, bear, tiger a.nd monkeys galore 
in Southern India (twenty-six big cases all 
told), and fishes. corals, crocodiles and more 
monkeys in Ceylon. 

A Dundee whaling captain who returned 
that year kindly collected, .. for Ward," three 
narwhals and a magnificent polar bear. He 
had previously collected two or three whale 
skeletons, the longest measUl'ing seventy· two 
feet, and also the skeleton of a grampus-the 
"bull dog of the seas," who, whenever he feels 

hUUiTY, takes 3 bite out of the side of a wh • 

At the same time a German baron, who 
killed a valuable man in a· duel, and was sud
denly seized with an intense desire to travel 
was collecting gorillas in West Africa, all of 
which subsequently found their way to Rooh· 
ester. In New Zealand, in Australia, in Mon
tana, in British Columbia, in Alaska, and 
scores of other places there were resident col
lectors and hunters who were in lively ear
respondence with Professor Ward, and collect
ing for him whatever their respective localiti II 

yielded which it was worth while for a ti t· 
class scientific museum to have. 

A moose hunter in Maine, who shot far bet
ter than he spelled, killed certain very ho 1 ly 
big animals contrary to law. got arrested, 
afterward reported the whole matter thuB . 

.• friend Ward. i got you too moo e,one Bull 
and fnl growne Cow_ Tha had IDIl up twict 
fur moose, but i lloct them hier than a kyte 
boath times. Wil send hides soone." 

At the establishment on College avenue 
is a constant inpouring of boxes, barrel .l 

---~----~------------------~~ 

'I'HE FIRST 011' TET1!I WARn ESTA OLlSlLMENT. 
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crates from all parte of the world, usually tilled 
with raw material-sometimes very raw, and 
amelling most abominably I To off~et this. 
there is a constant outgoing of specimens of all 
@()rt~, all beautifully prepared amI ship-shape, 
HlOunted on polished pedestals for display, 
fully and corn>etly labeled, each one fitted to 
perform its part in lessening the total sl1m of 
human ignorance. 

In all this there is nothing that even suggests 
the curiosity shop or the dime museum. On 
double headed calves, monstrosities in general, 
and relics of all sorts, the Jaw of the e8tabli~h · 

ment has lllid the grand taboo. There is 
enough to han dle that is purely scientifio and 
educational. The eBtablishment consists 01 
twelve separate and distinct scientific depart
:'Ients, housed in sixteen buildings, severltl of 
which Bre quite large. The working force 
usually consists of about. twenty-five person~, 
the great majority of whom are trained ex
perta, It require!! nineteen printed catalogues. 
some of them half a.a large lUI this magazine. to 
adequlltely HIt forth to scientific:: studeuti, edu
cator!! Bnd institutions the nlagnificent array 
oi objects that are oll<u"ed them for sale. 

''/bat lire the depar tments ? We C&IIUOt stop 
to name all. but the mOllt important nmst be 
noticed. In the department ot wolog)' there 
are several huildings full to overflowing wltb 
strange bensh and birds, aud croopiug and 
IIwimmb:og thinge trow every clime IIlld COUll
n,- on the globe. No Jiving creatun'\ i ~ too 
IIllJall to be.cangbt io the melihes of the {,'l'oot 
nniveraal drag-net of Ward's Natural Science 

Establi~hment, and neither the elephan t nor 
the whale is strong enough to break through. 
"If you cannot kill elephauts with any of the 
ordnance you have with you," wI'ote Professor 
Ward to me when I was hunting elephants tOl 
him in Southern India, " then get a howit2:er. 
Anything to bring them down~" 

One building you will find devoted to skele
tons, aud the ostoologists who cleaTI and mount 
them so bf!autifulJy. Another building is filled. 
with the skins of animals, carefully arranged, 
and well poisoned. against the fcali \'0 moth and 
bacon beetle. The ground floor of the "large 
museum," where Jumbo was mounted, is oc
cupied by a corps of taxidermists, toiling and 
moiling to make hard and shapelese skius take 
on once more the form. the pose, llnd the ex
pression of life. They are lUostly pati(mt men, 
but when llQln8 fool collector has sen'oo OIiC of 
them a partic:lliarly ill turn. take heed what 
ye hear, aud tell it not in Gath. In the mu
seum, which is merely II. store·bonse for choice 
finished Ifpechu8ue, there is one great room 
filled witb fkeletons of II thousand kindll. and 
anotbe.t devoted to stuffed animal~. In two 
otller l/lrge buildings b a superb oollectiou of 
woude.ra frOUl the aea beautiful lihel19, corahr.. 
"tar·li~hIi8 fWt1 the like, while sti ll another IlU'ge 
ha.!! is entirelr filled with Profel!8Ot Ward's 
wonderful collection ot llpongss. The latter ia 
o_ne of hill pet collectiQlls, and is undoubtedly 
the fi \lll8t iu the world. Iteontainsa.bont.2.000 
specimens, lind ill worth $10.000. There is no 
time to mention the ,. s.hell hOUSEl," erammed 
full of ehell@, and a1110 containing the rollee-
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tions of birds' eggs-be use they, too, are 
shells, I suppose. 

The department of human a tomy has lately 
risen to high rank in this ique institution, 
and now occupies an entire building. The de
partment of mineralogy is the oldest of all, 
and occupies a separate group of buildings as 
a tenant-in ·common with the departments of 
geology (rocks and meteorites) and paleontology 
(fossils and restoratioll!'), Under the latter 
belong the wonderful series of casts of cele
brated fossils. without which no scientific 
museum can be complete. A museum can 
exist without money; it can survive without a 

man with a closely trimmedgl·ey.beard, rather 
scanty gray hair, keen, piercing gray eyes, old
fashioned gold spectacles, a big leathel satchel. 
and a seat full of letters, pamphlets and books, 
it will surely be Henry A. W d,rd, A. M. , F. 
G. S., etc. 

His height is five feet eight, and at present 
his weight is 172 ponnds. If one could examine 
him, analytieally, it would be found that iuter
nally he is cumposed of raw-hide, whale-bone 
and asbestos; for surely no ordinary human 
materials could for forty-five years so success
fully withstand the bad cooks, bad food ana 
bad drinks that have necessarily been encoun-

" 

GROUP Oil' ORANO-1"TANS, FROli THE W AHD ESTAULTSTlMlIlN1'. 

good curator, and in spite of a bad one; but 
Ward's casts of fossils it must have. Shall the 
museums of Europe boast sole possession of 
the megatheril1m, the glyptodon, the dino-
herium, or the Oramptoni? 

Thanks to the Rochester man-who makes mu
seums, every American student may have all 
these in his own study if he chooses to do 
and his floor is \!trong enough. 

Professor Ward's history and 
116 strange as his profession. 

• 
18 

'l'he nex.t time you aTe travelilig by rail 1-
not in the srooking-car. however, for he never 
uses tobacco and see a atudious, preoccupied 

tered by a.ny one who has, 80 recklessly of self, 
traveled all over creation. 

On March 9,1834. Professor Ward was born 
on Ba treat, iu Rochester. His mother was 
a most exemplary \VOID n, but rigid and even 
pUl"itanical l'egarding religious ob!ltlrvances. 
espeoially the of the Sabbath. 

At ten years of a e, master TIer' If failed to 
harmon ire with his parental El1\'Yironment. 
Having provided himself with a little In.·ass 
pisto;J. at a- total cost of seventy-five oents: e 
l'an away from bome, boldly struck out for
Chica.go, and after long weeks of walking 
l'iding, he actually reached his goal. It was 
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bis piau to build lor bhnselt a wickiup on the 
edge of the vrairie near the city, shoot prairie 
chickens, and sell them in the open market, for 
cash. 

During hia first day's erperience on tbe Chi
cago prairfe, he encouutered IL good Samaritan, 
who chanced to be the gentleman after whom 
Clark street 1'1'1\8 8ubaequ6ntly named. Mr. 
Clark kindly extracted the lad'lI story, took the 
embryo market hunter to hie own home, .. and 
groesly betrayed my confidence," SlIM Profes
SOf Ward, .. by wtiting to my Uncle lIo!!e8. 
who Bent one of hill clerks lL~ter me, who igno
miniously took rue hllck to Rochester. But at 
the Rochester depot I gave hiw the slip, weut 
home without him, and be went back to Blll
falo , where he spent two daye wlltching for me 
to get on a boat boull(l for Chicago," 

I donbt if AUY boy over wrestled harder with 
cirCUTnstl!.llCe8 to Will nn education than did 
youllg Ward dnring the two and a half years 
he epetlt at llle Middlebury Acudemy at Wyom· 
ing, N. Y. By virtue of hiA officiw. poSition 
(as jllllitor), he lived in the top of the academy 
building, and supported himself by (loing more 
kinde of work than many Ii boy 
of to day has everSefln done. As 
opportunity offered, he (lid car
pentry, sllOemaking, gardening, 
painting. lOud livery st.abld work. 
One or bis specililties was cleaning 
!"tnt wells. In September , 1841J, 
while the late well· known agri 
cultural publisher, Orange Judd, 
tramped tberoarlbetween Warsaw 
and LeRoy repairing clocks, Ward 
and his parln ... r went o"er the @awe 
route, c leaning-out wellton Ii very 
!JrofltAble basis. 

After Warsaw Academy. be 
went to WIIlialU8 College, at Will 
illmatQwn, MalUl .. wbere he WQ.8 a 
tellowatl1dellt of Senator lngnlls, 
/lnd Honorable Charles E. Fitch. 
There, 6lso, he Klipported hiln!lelf 
by bard work in bours filched 
from pel'loda thnt should have 
been devoted to stndy Bud recrea· 
Hon. Rill be3t friend wns Pro.. 
t6!!.'101' Eml.,pnli, the geologist, who 
showed hlU" the path Ihat hfler
wards led to goology and miuera· 
logy, and started him therein. 

In 8peuking of that period of hi a 
lit!', Professor Ward admite that 

studies except goo 
languages, in w 

y, minem]ogy Rnd tha 
he always stood high. 

"How were u in mathematic8 r' 1 in-
quired. 

" Ob, borx;l Ie ! I couldn't do a thing, and 
cut the examinations entirely." 

In 18.";3 Professor Louia Agns.siJo; came to 
PittsfieM, Mass., twenty-eight wiles from 
Williamstown, to delil'er" lecture. The coi· 
lege boys hired" band wagon and drol'e over. 
The fare was seventy-fil'a cents, and being with
out money, young \Yard walked the twenty
eight mil66 to the lecture, Arriving Inte and 
weary, he watche<1 his opportunity when the 
great naturalist pa\lse.d to draw a figure, Rud 
asked an old gentleman who sat bI..'8lde him for 
pointers as to what had gone before. 

,. Did youllotllelu what the Profe~sor said r' 
" N o, I hail to walk from Williumstown, and 

it made me a little lute," 

"What? you wJ\lke!l tram Willlnwatown tQ 
thislooture ?" 

" Yes." 
"Well, well , well! Tbe Profe!l/lOl' mUlt 

he was a bad student in all his Tm:: LI:lnS BROOKS BJ.LL 01' SCUilfo.. {} IIU'.lI:olTl' or V1.8(11YU_ 
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know it; and you ltlt1st meet him when the lee
tnre is over." 

After the lecture Ward was introduced to 
Professor Agassiz. and invited to visit him at 
llis hotel. The direct result of the fifty·six mile 
walk to hear one lecture wa.s that the walker 
went at once to Cmnbridge, and became /I. pupil 
of the great Swiss llatum1ist - the teach~r who 
wO\II(i \lot aUow hi~ pupils to u~e books, cow· 
pelled them to l('arn by observation, and taught 
them to use the simplest words in their 
scientific work, instead of polysyllables. 

At Caw bridge young 'Vard and "Charlie 
\Vadsworth N became sneb fast friends that 
ultimately General Wads\vorth took the two 
boys to Paris with bim, gave Ward a year's 
course of special instruction in the' School of 
Mines, amI to crown all. afterward gave the 
;J.cky boys a glorion~ tl ip to Egypt, up the Nile 
to the third cataract, winding up with Suez, 
the Holy Land aud Asia Minor. Thus began 
the long series of delightful journeys over the 
face of the earth so dear to the heart of Henry 
A. Ward, from which he will never rest per
manentlyso long as he call climb the steps of II. 
car, or cross a gang plank without falling off, 

After the close of the great Egyptian picnic, 
young Ward rcsumed his studies in Paris. The 
only regular feature about bis course was rnn
ning out of money. He wonld study in the 

School of ~[jues and the mnseum~ until almost 
penniless, when he wonld drop his books, and 
hasten to the gypsnm [lIld cbalk quarries of 
Montmartre and Meudon, There he would 
gather a load of good minerals and fossils. pack 
thew in his trUllk, oross the cllflUnel to Lon 
dOll. and sell them tc the British Museum, the
School of Miue~, 01' wherever else 11 buyerC(luld 
be found. 

He was notloug finuing out that British fos
silsan(l Ulinerals were also Mlable in Paris, and 
forthwith he tapped the mining regionsof COl'll' 
wall and Cumberland. Often he retnrned to 
Paris with quite a large ~Ulll of money in his 
pocket, sometimss amounting. he slyh' says, to 
as milch as $401 HlI.ving completed a second 
series of sales, the lI(lientilic commercial trav· 
eler would again settle down to his eclectic 
conrse of stndy ill the School of Mines, Garden 
of Plants, CollE-ge de Franca and Sorbonne, and 
study until his depleted treasury obligs(l him 
to start out, collect lllore specimens, and again 
takt: the road. 

At Epernay, sixty mile3 eut ,,1 .... ·,uis, good 
Madame Cliquot bad a large nneyard which 
produced the very fine brJl"'l!'lu champagne, 
bearmg her name. Certdin strataofthe Paris 
Basin, of the 01d6. .:;Ocane age, cropped out 
with vc. y fine sections on the estate of Madame 
Cliquot, and brought to light certain fossils 
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that were then little knOWll, Rud valuable. H 
Professor Ward ever sete lIP a new coat of arms 
for hi~ posterity. surely it should contain !!ODIe

where the figure of a long, trumpet-shaped 
shell of thef}elUl.8 Cerithi!w~ (0. gigantcum), on 
Ii carpet-bag, conchant. 

Thanks to the conciliating diplolnllCY that 
every collectol' mnat possess to be 8u('ceseful, 
and to the generous good nature of Madame 
and bel' manager, the young American who 
epoke such e:!oollent French was given aeiueb 
on the t06Sila nnderlying Il portion or that 

Ward had ro;teud IilI fi",ld of commercial 
activity over the ole of it. " I never trav-
eled third class en I could go fourth," said 
tIle Dlan of man 'pe, "hut I went all over 
Europe, eelliqg"'epooiweDs to museums, and 
collecting to sell elsewhere. I went to Brus
sels, Hamburg, Copenhagen, Berlin Rnd Vienna 
repeatedly, and finaUycovered Sweden, R\I!lSia 
and Spain. To me the stupidity of those 
European museum mon about gathering speci· 
mens from other countries than their own, 
seemed really curious, and I so..1n found not 

PROf'. WAIU)"l! 801lB OS ClI.I.1I0B A"';lIlll'!. 

estate, snd told to work bis will. He hired 
workmellst forty cent/! per day, and for 8eV ' 

eral summers he mined alid counter· mined his 
concession so succe88fully that ml\ny @ooreof 
those curious fO!;l!i11l (the Cerithium) now r&
poee in British aud continental museu illS. each 
having yiel a benefit to the purveyor ot 
from $5 to $10. Nature kindly wade thew 
just smH,1l eu(' .\, to pack aucce6sfnlly in a 
trunk, and also i<",.' enough to carry' .. a 
satchel wben U6C/Wlary. 

Notwitilitanding the uois6 it makes. Europe 
ill a slllall country; and in a. very short time 

only j)lel\~ure but profit iii supplying their 
want.s, Thf"Te is Ii cert.ftiu spkoe of excitement 
alld exhilaration in finding a specimen that a 
certain man desires very mucb, and in taking 
it to him." 

ThUll WI\8 developed the germ ot Ward'e 
natural scleuce establisilluent. The history of 
that strauge and unique institution really dates 
back to the Paris blndu, and th" Cerithium 
quarry in the vineyard of lladame Cliquot. 
The making of the great Ward cabinet of min
amls, and its purchue for $20,000 by means 
of II popular subscription tor the University of 
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",~"t incident in 
A still more 

of young 

Rochester, is merely an . 
the development of the 
moving cauSf! WM the 
Mr. War d, after five .;;;'; , 

the wide gateway to the court yard where 
boxes are delivered Ilnd shipped. the lower 
jaws of an immense right whale form It gothic 

arch. As you enter. a conspicu· 
ous placard informs you, itl the 
m08t businellS·like way ii, the 
world-

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
TIITS IS NOl' A MUSEU)l, 

. .. . · • 

· 
: BUT A '''0ItK1NG E'II'AUl,18JU1F.NT, : · . · . 
; 'Where all Are Very Buoy. ; · . · . . . .. ............, .. ............. .. .... . 

and work abroad, to the prot' 
sorship of mineralogy, geology 
and zoology in the University of 
Rochester. It was during his 
work there as a teacher that he 
found how seriously e\"ery Ameri· 
can teacher of science WIl.!! ham
pered and handicapped by the lack 
ot tangible representatives of the 
beasts, birds and reptiles that 
abounded in geologic times, and are 
now extinct. Therefore. for sev
eral years in succession, he spent 
his vacations in tIle royalmueeullis 
of Europe, making plaster-ot-paris 
moulds of their TaTer /lnd more AN ORAlIG-UTAN. 

If you don bt it, glance in at tile 
open doors ae you pas!! along, and 
note how busily tlle different 
groups of workers are wreatli!};:; 
with l1alf stuffed orang·utllDs, 
halt· mounted huffalo skeletons, 
wi t h shells and corals, mineralll, striking fossils, from which he 

was afterward enabled to make perfect plaster 
copies of the originals for his beloved cabinet 
in the University of Rochester. 

The outcome might easily have heen tore
seen uy a hlind man. No sooner were thoee 
wonderful casts brought torward than other 
institutions ot learning sought COllies from the 
same lnouIds, and "Ward's Casts of Cele
brated Fossils" wns the final result. Ameri
can teachers and students, to whom the 
originals were inacce~9ible. were delighted 
with them. 

Illustrated descriptive catalogues were is
sued, the largest of which we nsed in my 
ulma r/l.ater as a text hook! The casts became 
exceediugly popular, and were an important 
factor in the final uphuilding of what is now 
the Wnrd establishment. In arranging to 
furnisll educators generally with duplicate 
seri~s of his casts of fossils, Professor \Vnrd 
became deeply impressed by the needs of 
Amerioan teachers iIond mUlIeums of science 
for more illustrative mnterial of all kinds for 
object teaching He also became acquainted 
with so great a number of soientific men, and 
his interest in snpplying their wants finally 
became ~o keen that in 1869 he gave IIp his 
professorsilip in the University of Rochester. 

Embowered in the stately elms and spread
ing maples that overarch College avenue, 
almost in the shadow or the main bui lding of 
the UnIversity, there now stands a group of 
sixteen bllildings of about twelve different 
siZe!!, each with 11, gilded totem at Ita peak to 
sllow the place in nature of its contents. Over 

rockll and fOllsil a. 
Adjoining all these buildings all the north :6 

a spacious and well-lighted square house, in 
the upper right hand corner of whioh is " tbe 
study."-dear to the memory of I cannot tell 
you how many naturalists, both yonIlg anJ 
old. In the front right·hand corner of the big 
stndy, whiell is walled with bookll, barricaded 
with maps and eternally littered with scien
tifio papers and pamphlets and photographs 
and drawings and small specimens, there sits 
the presiding genius of this uuiqlle world. No 
man is more busy than he, yet Abraham Lin
ooln himself was not more approaohable, lIor 
more kiud t-oward everyone desiring to ~e him. 

Twenty·one years ago, when r was an ignor
ant, unattraetive allfl bumptious college stu
dent, no sooner did I hear of this strange man 
than I fired a letter at him, modestly statilJg 
that I would like to have him teach me e\'ery
thing I most Jesired to know. When Profes
sor Bessey read his kind, and even fatherly 
reply, he remnrked with vigor, ., Well. that 
man is no churl, that's plnin." And truly he 
was not, as many an American naturalist CHl l 

testify. It was here that G. K, Gilbert, DOW 

chief geologist of the United~tates geological 
survey. made his star t in the field in which be 
is now dilltinguillhed ; and so did the IMe Prof, 
James Orton, of Vassar ~llege: an1 fred~ric 
A. Lncas, curator of eomj)ft.ratil'e f\~tomy'at 
the Kational lUllseUlUj and Prof. "'Valter "B. 
Barrows, now 'hf..:iile Wchigan Agricultb.raf 

• • 
oollege; Prof. F. , \~tJOhner, of the Massa· 
chusetts State Np~l school: Mr. Edwin E. 
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Rowen, now in Washingto with a'll estab-
lishment of hill own ; Mr. Art bur B. Baker, of 
t he National Zoological pa.rk ; Mr. Oha.rles H. 
Townsend, naturaliet of the U 'J.ited States F ish 
Commission steamer Afbat1'oss, and Mr. J. W. 
Scholli.ck, osteologist at the National museum. 
Professor Ward's two grown sons, Charles H. 
and Henry L. Ward, are still like a part of 
himself. but each fills a responsible position in 
the establishment as an expert, the former 

as the head of now t he department of 
buman anatomy, which the establil!hment 
is justly proud, e latter as paleontologist. 

Scores of other en have been trained here 
in -various branches of scientifio work, and 
have gone forth to fill positions ot responsibil
ity. The Society of American Taxidermists, 
which in five years' time wrought a complete 
revolution in taxidermic work in America, was 
founded here in 1880 by Professor Ward's tax-

A GuouP Oli' PMii'. WARD'S WORKMEN. 
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idennista, and in all its ork ahvaYI1 received 
from him hearty sympat ,as well as active 
support and cooperation. i my fil'm on
vicnon that no man livi . ~ s done as much 
toward the promotion of the a of taxidermy 
as has been done by Henry A., Ward and the 
influences created by him. He is no taxider
mist himself, and never waa; but he knew 
how to promote the production of fine work. 
and he believed in quality rather than quan
tity. 

Of all the travelers I have eyer known, aye, 
or ever heard of, Professor Ward is the most 
persistent, and I may still say, unsatisfied. It 
is true, the needs of the esta.blishment require 
that some one should be very much "on the 
road," not only in keeping up the supply of 
good, salabla collections, but also in keep
ing in touch with the museum men of 
the world, and selling them collections. I, 
too, love to travel: but it makes me feel 
both tired and homesick to think of all the 
trips abroad he has taken. There is hardly 
a nook or corner in the United States that he 
has not been to or through, and the same is 
true of Europe. Egypt, Nubia, Arabia and 

omaliland are merely nice winter play
grounds for him, and Zanziuar, Abyssinia. Mo
zambique, Zululand, Natal, Cape Colony and 
Griqualand, 800 miles in the interior of South 
Africa, have all been ransaoked by him for 
specimens. So also with Japan, Australia, 
Ptltagonia and Brazil. 

'When still a beardless yonng man he went 
up the river Niger in time to tell David Liv
ingstone all about that country in Sir Roderick 

" :r.fuTchi ou's London drawing room. On the 
African i land of Fernando Po he was put 
down on the Band to die comfortably of Afri
can fever, but was rescued and nursed back to 
lit by a nt'gro woman. But for Mr~. Showers, 
a washerwoman for ships, and a missionary 
to the 'beathen, there would have been no 
HEmry A. Ward these last forty years, and uo 
natural science establishment in Rochester. 

But why do I try to enumerate the 
countries and places that have been visited 
by this traveler, when I can more easily 
name those he has not visited? There are 
cettain portions of the interior of South 
America, and of China, Japan, Siberia and 
l'hibet that he knows not by sight. He has 
never been to the Arctic regions, for he finds 
cold weather very disagreeable, nor to Kergue
len Island. Excepting the above localities, the 
woddjs_hjs,~'''One of the greatest pleasures 

I find in ]ookil :g back over the gr.o~h of the 
eEtablishluent," said he in a recent evnversa
tiOD , .. is in thinking of the acqnaintallces I 
have made in so many parts of the world, the 
linking of so many kinds of men to myself, as 
it were. It seems as if I bad actual Jines out 
to all those countries; and in the humanitarian 
spirit which recognizes all mankind as one 
blood, it is delightful to me to recoguize 'my 
brothers' in the people I have met all over the 
world, savages and all. At Berberah last win
ter I felt like saying to those Somali Arabs, 
, How do you do? I have felt for years as if I 
knew yon, and now I hs.ve come to see you.' 
One result of my roaming is that it has given 
rue a feeling of kinsbip for all mankind; and 
to me it illuminates the world 1" 

Thousands of pt'ople there are, also, who 
know Professor Ward only by correspondence, 
all written by his own hand, and the cords of 
letters he has written since I first knew him 
remind me of his handwl'iting. It is pecu
liar, and once seen is never forgotten. It jQ 80 

heavy, so run together. and so p ec'Ulial' that 
it caused one of his western corre pondents to 
protest as follows: "If you should ever try to 
get up a writing school in this vicinity, I will 
do all I can against you Why will you per
sist in writing with a sharp stick, when pen~ 
are so cheap?" But tbere is balm in Gilead, 
and now that Professor Ward's charming 
daughter Alice has attained to womanhood, 
sbe is not only the bead of his small house
hold, but still further lightens the oares of her 
father by acting as his secretary, and WrlillJg 
many of his letters on a machine. 

Naturally one is curious to know the rel
igious belief of tbis strange cosmopolitan, wh 
has hobnobbed with American puritans Frenc 
infidels, Mohammedan Arabs, Chinese, Budd. 
hists, and goodness only knows what ele . 
While going down the Red Sea with him, 
bound for the gre8. hot-bed of Mohammedan 
fanaticism, Jedda put tbe question. 

" I am an agno tio," lI'as the antlwer; •. but 
I wOllld like to be called a Cbristian agnostic. 
I would like to be spokeu of as one possessing • 
the bigh hopes and ideals of Christianity, l'~-
cept that mine are based on data entirely dis, 
tinct from those on which Christians base 
their. In Ehort. I say of many of the high 
claims and promises of the Christian r Ii . 
that I accept them as possibilities tb,p -only 
differenoe being tbat while a Chri ti 
'Iknowit to be 80,' I say, • It mavbe flO.' look 
upon the dogmas of Christianity as eminently 

, 

" 

• 
• • ~. 

• -

, 

• 



• ThE: KIlI/(.; OF MUSEUM-BUILDERS. 159 
• 

well cbM' .cteril*Jd in the 8;utob vF:tdi('t, • - ot 
, and on tbat accollot th \\ ()I'd l!o~n(}s-

* ' my e1a<;;t tllnding iu reh/,,'iOtlB 
• • 

.hlllottera. ,. 
... ,' I have often wonder"d how Pl'ofes, 

r W Ld will start on his last ,jour
ney 1 hetLerit ",ill he hy acoident, 
or Butldell and violent iIlnel'!E! in SOHle 

foreign hotel or steamel'; or will the 
point be reached when the insatiahl 
traveler is physically unable to tray",1 
a broad, and old age C!; m II I t 

end his days peace!1 :'. home. 
One i~ingonly about this causes him 
great CO;lc~rn. He is really hauutf'd 
by a fear that he may ebo"'''' +~ ,~i .. 
SO f~l' t'l'(J/ll BulfJllo tha :a' I ", 
" ,'" , ,. "-:r ,uJ(J res~"t'ticall:; .'1'6-

, ,.i. . Inl will 'be compelh 01 to 
mdel'go the ignomins of iDt r lfut 
nhd slow decompoM on in lllutuer 
e'l~·th I 

.A t 'PTe nt In i looking forward to 
,·nding bl~yecl.lS 1n 4,uietstudy. The 

•• trlll.s recently he en trans
ftlmeJ ilJtu a brork company, with a 

oup Iftl 01 .. I'a;),!, 0, uUy paid up, Of 
tb .I;t'. ·.tockh.,ltle1'8 be oj' \.lOUfSe is 
oT'~. ' '10.1 ~\ho I iO\'!Dt . 

• 
All of t ijllers live in 

• 

R.ocbester,ll.ml th o~ "i tbew put 
rw'h 1»1 tal into the estnhlishmel1t 
be('aU5t~ ille held tha.t its existeu.oe 
.bere , lUi an honor and Do beneSt· to 

•• 

• 
11' 

, · 1<1, .. r City. It would he base 
. . gratefully of tbe 

financial support 
Ward's unique enterpri e 

• i . Ward, d lringhis life·time. 
r tu" I'ales that Professor 

(' 11 . to lUake, there 
In the busi-

Il( The e. pen es aimolutely to its 
exi8t :nce are. in t he y€ry heavy, 
lind cOIUf'bow m ... nage to absorb what should 

. lutnti;:;ome profits. he of this ma.y 
.. b.-'lPI! b t be explained by qu ting fmm one 
f the late .' r Y rel)ortl! n.. the National 

mu at Wasliiugton. Iu speaking of ibe 
• lade by American iIllltitutioDR in 

1I •• urI/. eqn.ipl:nents, Dr. Gooo.le . ys ~ 

" In fbis connection should be men tioned t he 
vel'y impor tant iDftuence of P rofessor Henry 
A. Ward, who iu the eond'uot of his N atural 
History Establishment at Rochester , was al-

• 

BD' AU) SrrO'J' 11)' (hUND DUKI!l AL'EX.l$ , 

wa.ys evidently actlla~ed quite as much by a 
love for natural history and the ambition to 
supply good materia.1 to museums, as by tbe 
hope of profit, which was always by him sub· 
orlUnated to higber ideals in a manner not very 
usual in commercial estahlishmeuts. II 

P ArBonally, Professor Ward is by no meanS 
a rich mall , save in education, observation and 
acqnaintance with man and nature all over the 
habitable globe, Of riches which cannot be 
stolen or 10. t. h is indeed " well sei zed;" and 
are they not.full compensation for t he lack of 

of 1)O\'e ponsive dollars that some mil
lionaires possess without the intelligence or the 
heart to make them yield the highest ~oy? I 
think so. 

W ILLIAM T . HORNADAY. 

LOrigititU C<ilttflbutlqn.) 

-




