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Gold and Game

Following a Gold Rumor to Lake Rudolph—Troublesome
Rhinos and Why they are so—A Good Bull
Elephant—Fever—Colors of Gold

By JOHN A. M. LETHBRIDGE

Seeking African

HAD lung wished to make a journey to Lake
l * Rudolph, in part for the sport, bug chiefly o
search for gold—that elusive thing that we
are all leoking for and generally in vain,  He-
ports had reached me of the marvelous allavial
fichds there and how the natives carried alout
guld. dlust i |.||.1:i]|=.. A few Arab traders had
been there amd with one of them, a certain Al
my partner and [ had ralked, bur i spite of
bribery and every device we could ose he proved
obdurate and would not talk freely. At length
my partner was caled to England, [From time
tee timae Al would come to gy hut and talk to
me amdd the hints he gave made the desire 1o get
there more ficree. Ag length, in spite of the hard-
:lhi].u af the lr:ip. one af the chief of which was
lack of water, I made up my mind to try it, even
if [ went alone. "
Somewhere in that neighborhood there is any
amoaznl of gold | have no doubt, but whether
12 brought from Abyssinia or where it ecomes
from is stll a matter of conjecture, [ found
gold, bt in very small guantitics, and the lack
of water made prospecting  hopeless for e,
though 1 still believe that an expedition prop-
erly equipped and able to pake i3 time (o pros.
pect that CONmLry 1|1|;|rq,a-'|.|g|1.'|],r wirtldd meet wath
success,  Such an undertaking would require en
gineering and arranging and would have to be
carmed ow om a large aid  woiild
guire provisions sufficient to last a vear if neces-
ATV,
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As far as | could make ont the journey would
ccoupy at least eight months if 1 took things
fairly easy, Wit as 1 was a frec lance, it maide
little difference whether [ took more or less, A
few weeks were devoted 1o my outfit, which |
made as light as possible. As medicines [ took
pldl!}' il 1|L1in'ine. permanganaie of |1|'|-1;|='|'|I CAT-
bolic acid, some aperient medicines amd a2 few
bandages. When ¥l have these you have prac-
tically all you ean carry and all that are needed
in most cases, | took also a few trade goods
such as calico, wire and boads, e more for the
purpose of making presents than for trading

My battery consisted of a double 303 aml a
dioable _450-po0 rifle. shooting sixty grains of
cordite. This rifle is perfect for dangerous game,
buat im spite of a pneumatic pad, the recodl is very
great. A heavy rifle i a necessity i some cases,
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bt for all ordinary shoosting 1 uwsed my 303, and
a beautilul weapon it was, coming ap just like
a shotgun. It never got out of order, and m
spite of several years' rough usage s still in
first rate comdition. The ammunition q1||:stim:|
was next to be solved and this was a rather hard
pll}puuilimi. The Government does: not care to
have any onc individual earey too muach of this,
1 got over the difhculty by boying from another
sportsman his whole stock of o3, which was
all properly packed in awrtght boxes. This was
a great prece of Juck, and as he was returning
to England, it was cntirely useless to ham, and
he was only too glad 1o be able to get rid of it
I also ook a twelve-bore shotgun, which is a
very useful thing both for the pot and for col-
ILT[iHE Eph'.‘ihlulu. I had also a m:ga:r'im: [.|i.:|.|:r|]r
a tried freemd, which 1 had carried during and
since the Sowth African war E’:ﬁ:r]'rl.f sy that the
magazine pistol i= nor dangeroats, [ think in the
hands of a person who does not exactly know
its mechamsm, it = [ remember a friend of
mine presented me with this one.  While in my
rooms i London, showing me how it worked,
he pointed the barrel straight at my stomach, |
wis dressing for dinner at the time and ventured
to say, “Flease point the barrel away from me.”
A moment afterward, bang it went, through the
floor amd the next man's ceiling and into his
Aaor. Luckily he was not in at the time, bat 1
received summary aotice o guit and had to pay
£2 for damage to the floors and ceilings. With
thiz weapon 1 eould do gocd execution en ordi-
nary buck op to 200 yards, although 1 think youg
wound more than you kill

My tewt was an ordinary canvas one with fy
and ground shect. This ia an absolule necessity

in these climates amd on g lomg trip makes all =

the difference between comfort and diseomfort.
Afrver all i 15 best 1o e az comfortable as s
s1hle,

I left the Uleanda r.'|i|vr=_l.' al Nawasha, [ gwe
e wiord of advice o ANYyoae 'ﬂ-ihl"l'irlﬂ b @ad iialen
this coamiry ; when taking a trip of this kind it
1= hest tn Keep vour purpose 1o yourself.  The
paternal governmeni 1= very carious amd has a
knack of trying fo stop people; why 1 do aod
kinow. The offiicials seem to think that one is
not capable of taking care of himsclf and they

must have the onns of so doing. This is very

kind, but at times is apt to be rather trouble-
SO

My head boy was a Somali and a first-rate
Tellow he was in all respects, except that he was
rather too fond of having his own way, buat that
is & VErY Codndmdon I!|'ii1|g with a 5|1rr|=.li. amd the
more they have to do with white men, the more
conceited they become, and with this class there
18 only one thing o do—kick them oot Yoo
cannol give them a beating as one can an orndi-
nary negro. [ relicd vpon a Swahili boy o show
me the road, amd all through the trip he proved
himself the best of the whole crowd. Eli was
hiz name and he was like EN in many respects,
The rest of the poriers were a helerogeneous
crowd, but they soon god e good working
order, though at first we took very casy marches
tx get them aceustomed to their work, At the
same time their boads were very light. I had a
camera with me and tock many very fine pic-
tures, but [ lost the whole lot with a very few
exceplions on my way bome after having car-
ried them hundreds of miles,

The first part of our journey was easy iravel
ing over rolling hills fed over by grear numbers
of antelope. We came across several rhinoceros,
iwo of which charged through the safari, but
without doing any damage. The annoying part
wai getting the boys together again, for on the
advent of the rhino, down went the loads in
every direction and away went the Boys. Rhinos
are a great muaisanee. They are so pugnacious
that even if left quite alome they will mot let
you pass by in peace, but must start hostilities
Meat was easily obtained and there was plenty
of water. A few davs later the character of the
country changed and we came to any amount of
clephant sign.  We passed through dense areas
of timber and then came out into large grassy
parks. Im one of these | saw two cow elephants,
and after a rather difficult stalk got a most per-
fect photog raph.
thing wis

The grass was [-rmg anad EVETY-
favorable and [ got up to within
twenty-five feet of them and snapped them and
was a good one homdred vards on my return
journey, when in some way they scented danger
and dashed away, Up went their trunks, trving
te locate my whereabouts, and they were off. |
had Hassan the Somali with me carrving my
Peavy rifle, 20 that had they charged [ conld
;lﬂ'-h:l'lﬂ}' have turmed them

After making camp the next day the Ty
cialled me ont and sawl there wazs a large herd
of u'r|:-|"|f|.r|'|$ s |l}'. st whether there were
any good bolls amorg them they could not el
I determimed, usteald of marching the next day.
1o stay where [ was, amwl shoold there be o good
biall mmmong them, 1o try o bag him.  The fol
bowing day we fonml a good many cows and
youmg bulls, but sothing big, ot from the sign
cortld =¢e thers were two large bulls somewhere.
[ devoted three more days 1o looking for them,
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but could mot run across them, We could not
shoot eiher game on account of disturbing the
elephants, and my porters were runming short of
meal. 0 | gave up the elephants and started oot
with the caravan the next moming. 1 had not
gone far hefore | shot two hartebeeste which
et the bovs o a good homor sgain. We did
wor mect many natives and the villages were de-
rieh.'qilj.' scarce, but the natives we saw werne most
fricndly and seemed anxious o help, especially
when promised a present

Uhee alay | had the closest acqguaintance with a
thine that | ever expect to have The Erass wis
fairly long and the boys called my attention o
whiat [ mipde out to be a lone rhino standing in
the shide of some bushes about oae-half a mile
away. The fromt horn was a good ome and |
determined to get a litthe closer to see if it was
worth while shooting as, wnless a wvery goaod
specimen. [ did mot want &, for it was an oh-
ject 1o save every exira pound.  The wind was
alesolutely in my favor. 1 had come up to with-
i abowt [oriy yards and was just having a good
ook at him, when Hassan welled, “Bun™ and
there, charging down on us was another rhino
that had evidently been asleep or lying down
and had not been noticed. [ had no time o do
anvthing but ron, and when I turned [ am sure
that le was within five vards of me, bt evi-
dently caiching sight of Hassan's white clothes
b made after him. The rline was only a small
ware, bt very determimed, 1 fired and hit him
spnare in the shoalder, which hrought him up
sharp, enabling me 1o fire my second barrel, at
which he dropped. [ expected the other larger
e bty make mischiel, but he went off as hard
as he could, 1 was sorry (o have to shoot this
one, a5 he was practically wseless, -bot then what
coubd T do? It was really a case of sell defense,
and with rhino it 13 their own fanle. They will
not let von alone,

There did not seem to be many llons 0 fhis
part. W had heard them at night on two occas-
ions oily, but se far had not seen one, We came
across more elephant sign, but they were evi-
dently vraveling, and [ did not bother 1o follow
them vp. On getting into camp I went out with
my shotgun to try for some guinea fowl ' and
after shooting three, was on my way back to
camp when we came across the spoor of a bull
that miist have been the father of all elephants,
He had evidently been distarbed by my shots and
was moving rapilly, | cursed my back, but afier
all it was entirely my own frolishmess. [ made
ap my drind [ owodld take his spoor and see in
which direction he went.

In the carly morning, as soomnm as 1 was light,
with Hassan and two other bovs 1 started owt
but after gm’:ﬂg three rmles or more we 1;|:r|.|.|l:|.
make nothing of it. The groond was haed and
eovered with small pocks and ll'wrr. weEre i niam-
" ber of other tracks of a small herd and we got
hopelessly at sea amd mi=zed up.  Hassan was
for following up the small hered, but the tracks
were not fresh and we had not brooght food
nor come prepared for a night oot, s6ll we made
a big circle o try to strike the hig bull's frack.
bue it was no go; there were tracks in every
direction, none of them very fresh and [ had 1o
make up my mind o one of two things, cither
to stay there for a few davs and take my time
OfF [0 Move Odl, e as [ had been GHE now moTre
than a month I made up my mind that [ had no
time o waste, amnd thar [ had hest rcln oo
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Up to this time we had had no dificulty on
account of water, and although Africa s always
supposed 1o be 3 dry country—of course | am
not allading 1o the deserts—| have found water
scarcer in other countries. We had gone only a
short distance the following day, before we came
on the spoor of two cows and one old budl. Giv-
ing direciions w Eli to g0 on a certamn distance
and make camp, 1 took the trail with Hassan.
Hefore going far the three had separated, one
cow going on alone, so patwrally we followed
the others, The groond was very rough and
rocky and although they were only a short dis-
tance ahead of ws, I never could have kept the
trail myself; but trust a Somali for a trocker.
You cannot beat them, though | have foond
other natives jost as good,

We had jus: come out of the timber inta a
clearmg when Hassan showed me the two ele-
rhams =luwly crossing a little ravine, They
wore gl 200 yards from me, bat [ dared pnot
rhance a shot and as the wind was gusty and
note too good, | made wp my mind w0 try to
cut them off. The bull was a ]arﬁ: ame and |
could see that he carmied good ivery. Hassan
I:Ililil:klr B.il'ﬂ.'lﬂ ]3] my plin_ Hc Was very k::n
when there was something good in sighe. We
turned 1o the left, made & half circle and when
we again crossed their tracks we knew they had
gone on and that we were oo late, They had
only just passed and we again followed On
topping the next rise we almost ran on to - them,
as they were standing under a tree with trunks
upraised, evidently suspicious and trying to get
our wind. To get nearer was impossible and [
trisd & head shot with a solid 303 and fred my
second barrel immediately after, but my aim was
nit troe and away they ecashed, the cow trom-
peting loudly and turning round and round. T
seized the big rifle and ranm as fast as [ counld,
taking care to keep oot of sight and got another
shot as they were crossing an opening and turn-
ing a bit to the left. This brought the bull to
his knees, but he got up once more and started
off very groggy and had not gone more than
fifty yards before he rolled over. The old cow
would not leave him, but she could not get our
wind. She was wvicious, full of mischief and in
a most dangerons homor, As 1 did not wish
to shoot her, T thought diseretion the better part
of valor and decided to get on to camp and send
bhack bovs with Hassam o earcy in the ivory,
when in all prodiability she wouold bhave gone,

We found our camp without difficulty and [
sent back six boys to cut oot the ivory. Toward
dusk they returned and reported that the cow
had gone off before their arrival, although the
ground was trampled down all around the dead
bull. The tusks were very good, weighing 83
and 78 pounds respectively, were very sympietri-
cal and w0 excellent condition. The ball was non
ald, as [ had at first thooght, but absoluiely o
his prime,

That vight [ felt very seedy and koew [ was
in for an attack of my old friend, malaria. 1
dosed mrstll a.-m:m*ding ¥, st in the MOENINE My
head was splitting and | was quite vnable 1w
march, There | remained for three days, before
I felt well encugh to take the trail, but a5 we
were again running short of meat, | was forced
to make an effort, and on the aftermoon ran
across (wo oryx that | secured with a night amd
fefe. It is a great satisfaction 1o one 1o make a
right and left at big game, just as it is with rock-
cting pheasants or even rabbits, One is inclined
to pat his chest and feel that he has made a very
fne shot. In the evening some natives turned
out and we got some grain, and what fo me
was most acceptable, a large bowl of milk. They
told me their village was not far off and |
promised  them 1 would visit them on the mor-
row, which I did. I left the matter of asking
about gold dust to EW, bot m spite of presenis
they professed emtire ignorance of its’ where-
abouts, but saxd that they had seen small quan-
titics of it carried by other natives, who did not
belong to their tribe, bot came from further
north, [ think they lied, but though ] stayed
there two days and shot them all the meat they
wanted, we got no further. The chief was
most keen to trade for my rifle and offered me
every inducement he couw'd, and as for wives,
1 eould have become a Mormon there amd
then,

At this time | panned, most carefully, any
gravel or sandhars found in the river beds, and
though several times | got colors, there was not
enough to warrant my laying off and working.
All these spreams or rather river beds carry a
trace of gold, but where does it come from? The
guestion has undoubyedly bothered a good many
hespdes myself, hut the riddle is still unsolved,
The country we were mow traveling through was
purely a pastoral one and the natives had large
floscks of goats and a good many eattle. Game
was ahomdant

Hewers
By S. D.

DHN AXMAN had his day in Rhode Island
and Massachusetts, bur that was years lie-
fore my time, though the land still bore

signs of his presence and activity. | first found
him in the linn and hardwood groves of Central
lowa. and since then T have bunked and fed
with him m a score of Siates and Territories
hetween the Mlississippi and the Rockics. He is
gl company wherever vou find him,  hospat-
ahlrr-_::-li:ul. frank, but never offensively cirmous
C
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concerming the afairs of others, His world may
e @ small one, but he knows it well, Questions
if worldwide or national importance rarely
trouble him. He may know nothing of current
happenings on the further side of the State or
county, yel he will catch your attention at the
first word, and wou will have a few new ideas
to eligest when you lesave him. Which i3 best—
tev know a little aboot many things, or all there
is (0| know rabout a few?
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