My First Rhinoceros.

It was three years ago that 1 made my first
I::r:ip tev British East Aflrica, and :|.|1.|.'|r'|-1|g|.| [
faneied that T had killed my share of big game,
having b=en in Rhodesia and Central Alrica for
several years, I had pot yet had the leck 1o kill
& rhino, (ine 1 had seen in Rhodesin, and only
one, It was in very thick bush, and | had been
unable to get a shot, and although ||r.lr|i.-r:||'|;|.'
following up for two days, he got the bess of
me, amd | had to give it up.

In Central Africa rhino are scarce, or at least
not nearly so plentiful as further north, and on
going to Dritish East Alfrica, it was one of my
special wishes to bag one of ihese ferocious
animals. Savage they are, amd there 13 no
doubt about it. They do not stand on ceremony
and wait oo be hunted, but will loese you and
your caravam, however large it may be, especi-
ally i vou are in their way. Their sense of
smell is extremely keen, but, thank goodness,
their evesight is very bad.

We had been oot several weeks—that 15, W
whn was my Eu:iﬂz. amnd hlf:vtl[—lihl enjoved
very fair sport, but up o this time had not
seen a rhino, which was, 1o say the least, very
annoying, a% we had come across plenty of fresh
spoor. 1 also had boys out, whose duty it was
to report immediately on  fnding what we
wanted. It only shows the extraordinary luck
of sport. Because you particularly want rhing,
you cannot find one, but il you were not keen
on secing one, in all lkelibood you would run
across geveral

As I mentioned, I had with me W, one of the
best guides and huniers [ have ever known,
cool, keen, good-tempered, and & happy knack
of hitting it off with the natives, & dead shot,
and the bravest man in his particular line that
I ever ran across. Several 1imes we have Teeen
in queer places together, and I always found
him all there. Naturally [ had the greatest
confidence in him, and 1 may say that anybody
wishing to shoot in that country could not do
better tham to get hold of him, and 1 will
gladly give any sportsman his name if desired

At last the boys brought in word that they
had seen two large rhing which had disappeared
in & large patch of thick brush, and they had
not gone out. S0 we determined to try and
find them. 1 must say that to hunt rhino in
thick bush was rather a foolish thing to under-
take, but we determined to fry it. Starting out
immediately, 1 armed with a double .450-g00,
shooting 6o grains of cordite, and W, with a
Mannlicher—and [ may add that with this little
weapon he does all his honting, elephant and
everything=—away we hurried.

On reaching the patch of bush, which was
about a2 mile long and lali a mile across, we
found it very thick and utierly impassable, ex-
cept by the game paths, of which there were &
good many. The wind was favorable, so we
decided ta go quictly through the bush, cach
taking a game path and keeping in touch with
one another as far as possible. We ook no
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boys with ws, but leit them on the outside of

the bush to watch, | was worse than nervous,
and i it had not been for appearing ridiculous
it “".': eyed, I aliiald nat have dreaint of guiuﬂ
further, buat becanze he went, I went.

Ewery sound to me appeared 1o be 3 charg-
ing rhina, and every bird getting up made me
start and grip my rifle. {n we went, the further
spile of the bush E'el:li:n,g nearer and mearer, and
I must truthfully say, [ thanked my stars that
up to that time pothing had turmed wp, and in
another lew minuwies we were out in the open
again where we =at down for a short time. 1
pretended to be so sorry and amnoyed at nod
having found the rhino, telling W. what [
should have done if one had charged. Run
away? Why rather not: just step aside and
shaot him in the neck as he charged past? A
few minutes of silence were broken by W, say-
ing, “Well, I tell yioui what we wall do, we
will go through it again, downwind” [ had
to agree, but saggested that perhaps it wouald
be as well 1o go together, to which W, langhingly
agresd, adding, "Why, surely you are not get-
ting nervouns

We started to retorn; after going about half
way through the bush, there was a mast awinl
commodion, and the two rlino charged seraight
at us, smorting like steam engimes. [ must ex-
plain that [ had asked W. nmot to shoot unless
necessary, a5 [ was anxious 1o have the entire
kndos of killing my rhino by myseli,. Omne
charged straight at me, down the narrow
path, and I hiterally did as I had said, stepped
it oabe Slde and shot her in the neck as she
thundered by, in the most approved manner, and
the iell within a few [eet.

[ think most people, when danger is really
staring them in the face, have the power 1o pull

 themselves together and act imstanily, and God

help the man who cannot; he certainly should
not hit dangerous game.  Several times 1
have been forced 1o do this, or chance a dread-
ful end. The serond rhine charged past and
stopped about thirty vards off, trying to find out
our whereabouots. The wind was again in our
favor. The both was 50 dense that from whers
I was I could not chance a shot, and so I left
the eover of the friendly bush behimd which [
had jumped immediately alier fring at Mo, 1
and tried to get & clear shot, Bang! An angry
stamp was all 1 saw, although I could plainly
hear the thud of my bheavy bullet; bar before
I could get in my second shot, on he came right
at me. 1 treed to jum]h out of the way, caught
my fcot in a ereeper and over [ went, Luckily
for me, W. shot him twice, and was enabled
to turpn him, so that he missed me by absout
three yards, and there he stood again, squinting
hiz horrible little pig eyes and trying 1o find
me.

[n falling down, | had dropped my rifle and
did not dare to move, for fear of attracting
his motice, 1 could plainly hear his  hard
breathing and could see that he was badly hit,
as he swayed about, and could scarcely keep on

his legs. W. called owut in his cheery voice,
“All right, get your rifle and finish him off, T will
COYEr you while yoan do ™ 1 think I lay still
another minule before attempling to reach my
rifle, and then I groped very carefully with my
right hand and reached it. Moving only enoagh 1o
enable me to get the rifle 1o my shounlder, I
fired baoth barrels as quickly as I could, and
down e dropped, bt still he waes not Anished,
and [ had to give him his comp de grace with
anather shot.

All dhese shots were practically dead shots,
buet this is where the danger comes in. 1 have
geen all kinds of game go on for some dis-
tance with a shot right through the heart be-
fore falling down, and with the larger animals 1
think it 13 more often seen than with smaller
Unes,

He was a real good specimen, his first horn
mensuring twenty-six inches, and the cow was
very little smaller, so that I had succeeded in
getting two very fine average specimens at one
go. Even now when looking at rhino in a
woologieal garden, the few awlul moments 1
weiil through—which seemed o me then 1o be
hours—eome hack most vividly, and 1 look ap
when I am sitting in my den at those two
maounted heads and think!

There are several ways of utilizing a rhino as
regards trophies. Personally 1 have the heads
mounied. They are ceriainly rather cembersame,
but very unique. The skin [ have had made into
the top of a table, They polish most beaati-
Tully and make a most wieful article of furni-
ture, and the feet and legs into feet and legs
of the table. Tt really makes an exceptionally
fine trophy and is the admiration and envy of
all who see it A Fuu Hamm,

Hunting in ithe Capitans.

A Touwsa (I. T.) paper says Ira Isenberger
and Clarence Hender, of Tulsa, and Dn A, Tay-
lor, of Beaver Dam, Ky, returned this week
from a three weeks' hig game huont in the Cap-
itan  Mountains of MNew Mexico. The party
browght back as souvenirs of their trip numer-
ous hides and other trophies. The party killed
severns  blackiail deer, four brown amnd one
bald-face bear, &nd Ave black eagles, be-
sides much small game. The hides of the deer
and the bear pelis are in fine condition and wall
be sent to Denver to be mounted or made inte
rugs. Speaking of the hunt, Alr ]nnb::rg:t
sigied that the party c:mpzd in MeElHs zafion,
about sixty miles west of Roswell, and aside
from twao light snowfalls had most ideal weather
for comfort, and at all times the finest hunting
conditions.  With the party was Ray Jacobs,
whose bear hounds have a national reputation
and whose services as guide and hunter were
almost indispensable in the rough country visited,
The mosi magnificent specimen broaght back by
the party was a mule deer killed on the head-
waters of the McEMis cafion that H‘:i‘hﬂl E0 ]

pounds.
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