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fore fect until e, FIfl:'ll:‘I'l!“le 10 be everenane,
ran away for a short distance, while the other
chased him, and then both stopped and raised
the leng white hair on the rump patch—a strik-
ing exhibition. [ saw Hitle kids go up to their
mothers and norse, sometimes standing up or
again koeeling on the groond. The old does
paid little attention to the young and as hittle to
their companions, though twe or three times
saw and heard one of them utter a sound some-
thimg like the bleat of a sheep, but much decper
aml stronger.

At last, as I have said, the little company be-
pan ta drift toeward my station on the top of
the hill and at last came within easy rifle shaot,
Then one after another the ol does deliber-
ately lay down; the kids. weary of their play, at
last also lay down, and then two fat old bucks
followed lazily to where the others were, and
walking a little higher up on the hill, one of
them lay down, sand just as the other was about
ter el =0, [ aimed at his side behind the elbow,
and as the gun cracked all the antelope rushed
awny and out of my sight. In a4 moment or two
MeConnell came up with the horses and we rode
nwver the hill and down on the other side. We
had not gone far before [ pointed out the ante-
lape to MeConnell. He had roshed seventy-five
vards down the slope, and just as he was eross-
ing the little wash in the valley had stumbled
at its further side and fallen there. From him,
ton, we cut away head and shanks and tyving him
behind my saddie, set out for the canip.

It was now well on to the middie of the afrer-
menit il @ leaden sky hong low over the prairie.
For an hour or two | rode along withont much
comsidering the guestion, of course automatically
keeping my hor=e in a direction which T suop-
posed we ought to go, but as time passed and
I could zee nothing of landmark or sun to give
me my direction, it suddenly occurred to me that
I did vot know where 1 was, nor whither I was
poing. (M ecurse, | said nothing of this to Alc-
Conncll, but as T rede along T did a great amount
of thinking. Search as T might, T could see
tothing 1o give me any hint as 10 where [ was
T had never heesn over the eovntry before, and
cyven 1F it had heen familiar eountey there was
nothing abowt it that was characteristie, noth-
img that the most acute praire man conld have
called a landmark.

[ Legam in e quoite anxious, nof about any
danger that 1 fearcd might come to ws, though
of conrse there was always the possihility that
we might ron infe a eamp ar a Hitle war party
of Trdians who might casily enough kill us amd
defily remove onr scalps, bt becanse T did not
wish 1o acknowledee that | was Inst and did nnot
wish to fail to rench camp that night. At that
time [ was eo vommg anil =n inexperienced that
T Gelieved that it would b o seriops refiection
on my prairie craft o acknowledge that [ did
not kioow where 1 was, or that T eould not find
ilee camp.

AMecConnell and T had lidle to sny to ecach
ather.  The day had heem long, and hefore this
we hid gotten thoroughls tnlked oot He scemed
i pay mo alteitban Bo his :l1|rrn|.11|r|'i:||p:'=_ bt to
e contented to plod along behiind or heside me
Fither he knew precisely where he was  and
where he was goimg, nr else he had not given
the matter the shglest theughs

As for me T was ench momoent hecaming more
and maore unhappy. T koew perfectly well that
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I was absolutely lost: that [ had no wdea where
thie CAinp wWas nor t'."l.-;' sfream whirh camp
was 1o he made: im et | had fost all seose
of direction, What T tried 1o doo @ead bielieved
that [ was doing, was to keep my horse’s hend
turned i the direction m which 1 had started.
I knew perfectly well how futile an attempt 10
do this would be if the horse had any disposi-
tion fo swerve in one direction or anoiher.

By this time night was at hand, and 8 was
ohvious that before long we mase stop and nmake
a drv camip. 1t might even be mecessary 1o wait
nill the stars or sun appeared so as to get the
preinits of the compass again,  Waih this i my
mind 1 was congratulating myvseli that in dress-
ing the antelope we had Ieft its liver within the
carcass,  The day had been long, we had scen
no owater, and 1, for one, was heginning 1o {eel
thirsty: I did not doubt that MeConnell was sn,
too. Al plain=men know that pothing guenches

thirst so satisfactorily as a slice of the raw
liver af the prung-hl:rrnﬂl a|114']r.11-e.

Turning this over in omy wiind [ soticed that
we were climbing another one of the low hills
which we had been chimbing all day long, and
as we topped it, to my mter astomshment, | saw
divwn below me the winding valley of a stream,
some white tents, a couple of camp-fires and
eome fecding horses and mn'es scattered out
over the green bottom, Tuming i the saddle
I zaid vunconcernedly to my companion, “There's
cimp, MeConnell™

ITe kicked the ribs of his horse and pushed
v Besiele me as he replical, “Well, T'm mighiy
glad of it. T was gefting mighty thirsty, and T
haven's known anything about where we were
since your killed that antelope and we started.”

I have always wondered whether T was really lost
or w that day, Personallv, T believe that 1 was,
bt T had the Inck o hit the camp “plum centor”

An

Adventure With a Rhinoceros

By JOHN LETHBRIDGE

ITH my fricnd T 1 had been on a shoot-

w g irip i Writish East Africa for sev-

eral maiths, and toward the end of our

trip we [ound ourselves om the German Easi

African border, which neces=ithta] anr commg

through the game reserve of Brtish East Africa,
as we winhed o Het 1o Manrubn,

The game reserve is an enormoens one and is
simply alive with every sprcic: of game; in fact,
so much so that the rhines are o perfect mu-
sance HI“.I E¥0m i SEFLMEE MeCIEacit, 1:-I.1| WO I.'IL"
tide the wiforiunite spofi=inen who kills one of
these brutes in the reserve, even i self-defence,
The Giwernmaent will guictly tell vou that it was
yvour dluty to have got ost of 185 way, aml that
yern leiul nes eight 1o be in the reserve. A fraend
of mine, practically an invalid, was shooting last
venr in Hritish East Afriea. e woas far towo
sick 10 think of g after elephant amd such
things amil =0 mstead of takmg 2 sportsman’s
lwense, which costs £zo, teok out a sebiler’s
license which cost= only £10. It does not allew
the holder to kil elephant, rhono or hipgopng -
muz, bt only all ondmary koauds of aniclope.

Chne dday b was ont shootingg huek, more 1o
pass the time than aoything, but had the mis-
fortune to mn acros== 3 rhing which happened
1 he ]harl:'i:n]::r'l}' vicwans el whach |'c'|;|rq||,-dlj
charged, amd he ar last sher i, On arriving at
Nairohi le told me what had happened and I
advised Tim to keep quict about it and trust to
luck, bt he certamly was of a more honorahle
turn of mind than | amd reported 38 o the pame
ranger, lelling him ot the same time that what
he had done wa: praciieally in self-defence.
The HAImTE Tnger, wihio 1= one of the micest men
[ have ever Al listeaied een laas repark :|.11|:| texlil
hime first of all that he was sorey that he had
reported i, Dat to go straieht away and take
out & sporiiman’s licemse, whieh he had @0 do
amd there the matier emdedd, Lot that rhino onst
him £50. The ndds are that if he hal ro® re.
ported 1t the natives wonlil have done La, anmd

then it wou'd have been so much the worse for
all concerned.

We had a large caravan and the rhinos were
a perfect nuisanee, charging us continually when,
of course, the porters would throw down their
boads and holt. I had with me a lntle roagh-
haired fox terrier which [ had brought out from
England to look at. She was not worth her
foodd, but she was game to death. She had hadd
pups on the trip and T had killed all but fwo.
which were heing carried in 2 box by one of
the hovs, When this rhine charged, the hov
threw down his bax and ran with the rest, In
is extrancdinary Lot tree that thiz liole biteh
packled the rhivo and it was cectainly an ahsoril
thing 16 wimess. To see a greal anwickdy ani-
mal like a rhino worried by a dog of ahout fil-
tewnt pounds weight was distinctly hudicrous. The
rhino did not know what to do nor which way
1o turm, bt eventoally frofted away. Yoo must
realize that a rhive has very Tad sight and (rusis
almost entirely to his sense of smell, which s
very keen.  The puppies were unhurt and  the
livile BLitch was satished, amd T sopgeosc goife
congriatulated hersell on having saved the pops
amd put her adversary to Might

Tns three days our coravan was charged no less
than seven times, and the st charge might rea’ly
have turned oot desasironsly, bt for the pood
fortung that my friend didl not happen to be
where he should have Teen ot the moment. We
had made a bong march, as we were nearing
Twme and had mace our camp by a small Tiver
fmoa hollow.  laving  reached  onr cammping
groaed fairly carly we hal Jeoth tenis pitched,
Usoally when on dhe march we slepl i odie
1 wa= a |'|:ili.'E1 lark |'|':|.-.!ll ail eatloer u.'inr[:.,-
ail dalter ilwiier we lwith torned o early in
dream of Faplapd oml Jome where we shaortly
hingeedl o B Abiarr tweldve | was awakewed Ty
a wist wnearthly dim amd jwmping quickly ot
o ey tent Fovom] el boecs ranming abont skt -
mie, the liele el larking aml everything

ifent,
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a great uproar. I shouted to my friend who
called to me to come to him. His tent was
down and after we had straightened it up we
found his camp bed was broken in twa. He ex-
plained to me that in the middle of the night
he had awakened and heard Vixen barking and
had stepped oot of the tent to see what was
wrong. He had gone about three yards when
he heard something coming like a steam engine.
It was too dark to see, but it turned out to be
the rhino charging his tent and during the om-
slanght the brute must have put one of its feet
on the bed. If P. had happened to be in it at
the time it would have been a bad case for him,
as the weight would have crushed him and at
any rate it would have meant broken limba
Rhinos are so pugnacious ihat ithe moment
they wind you you are in for it, and down they
come full charge, and seldom it is that they will
give you right of way. It does not signify
whether your caravan is large or small, wagons

or not; if they can, they are going to hurt
something. The largest number I have ever seen
together was cight and I assure you [ gave them
a wide berth. The natives say that if youn
whistle to a rhine he will stop. [ have heard
other white people say the same thing, but I
mist  candidly eonfess 1 never waited long
enough to try the experiment.

A voung survevor was working at a place
called Fort Hall not very far from MNairobi.
He had been warned that it was not safe to go
about without a rifle, but like some of our ten-
derfoot friends he thought the boys were try-
ing to make fun of him, and took no notice and
no rifle. The result was disastrous. A rhino
winded him while he was working and charged,
and before he could get oot of its way the rhino
was on him and Aung him about twenty yards,
and the first horn, which is generally the long
one, went right through his thigh. Before help
could be obtained he died from exhaustion and
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loss of blood, hut the doctor afterward said that
the wound would have been fatal in  any
event,

This is a story that is scarcely credible, bu
natives gwear it is true. A crocodile has been
known to pull a rhinoceros into water and drows
him. We all know they can do this with an
ox, but a rhino is so strong and of such an
immense size that it is hard to believe the
tale

I suppose that many young sportsmen will soon
be following the example of Colonel Roosevelt
who is pow in British East Africa. 1 offer them
one hit of advice which I hope they will excuse
me for venturing. [ have shot all over Africa
for the Jast ten years and know the conditions
there and so the suggestion may be pardoned
Mever om any account or for any reason leawve
your camp without your rifle. You never kmow
what may turn wp and it is always the unex-
pected that happens.
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An Ornithologist in the Sierras,

Dumixg the early summer of 1gof it was my
privilege to spend a most delightful week with
the birds in the Sierra Nevadas in Fresno
county, California.

This outing was especially enjoyable as it was
the fulfilment of a long-cherished desire—an
ever-increasing hope that I might meet on their
breeding grounds several species of birds known
previonsly onaly as occasional winter wvisitants,
Among these were the blue-fronted jay, the
Western robin and the sierra junco.

Our camp was made near the shore of Shaver
Lake, a body of clear, cold water picturesquely
formed by building a large dam across the lower
end of a cafon through which a mountain siream
had formerly found its way. This lake covered
a considerable area and many large pines were
left standing in the water, These trees soon
died and at the time of our visit were to be
seen as  large, ragged, decaying stubs, some
standing only a few feet above the surface of
the water, while others rose to a height of forty
feet or more. These stubs afforded excellent
nesting situations for 4 number of birda

The BErewer blackbirds (Ewphogus cvanoce-
phalus) seemed to realize that here was a re-
treat where they were in little danger of being
disturbed, and all of the nests of this species
observed were built in these stubs.  Many of
them were in cavities excavated by fickers or
other woodpeckers, while others were placed on
the wind-broken tops of the trecs: some were
built against the body of the tree and supported
at the base by a large branch, while one or two
were snugly packed in behind a large slab of
Ionse bark.

The nesting dates with this colony of birds
evidently waried somewhat, as birds were seen
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ciarrying bullding material the same day that
others were observed feeding wyoung., The only
nest that was closely examined held four in-
cubated eggs on May 27,

Another species that made vae of the eavities
in these stubs was the tree swallow {[ridoprocue
bicolor). These swallows were commonly seen
skimming over the lake and were frequently ob-
served entering holes, most of which were high
up and so difficult of access.

In the same stub with the nest of blackhirds
last mentioned was a swallow's nest with eight
or nine small young, the entrance being on the
opposite side of the iree and about a oot higher
up. OUmne evening, just at sunset, a swallow was
seen to poise for an instant on futtering wings
before a cavity and then to disappear within the
tree, and although the trout were taking the
hook in fine shape, we lost no time in pulling
the boat up near the stub, where an excavation
some eight inches in depth was found to contain
a soft lining of white feathers in which eight
ecggs were almost half buried.

Cne of the commonest birds throughout this
mountain region was the Western robin { Merula
wtigratoria propinguwa).  They were found to be
nesting principally in small oaks at lower alti-
tudes, but mear the region of the lake the
majority of them placed their bolky, conspicu-
ons, mud-plastered nests in small evergreens
where two or three small branches extended in
a horizontal position from mear the top of the
tree, Some were found, however, in other posi-
tiong, az in old buildings around deserted mills,
on the timbers of a flume, one in a small bush
not over three fect from the grownd, and one
was placed in a niche of an old burmt stuh stand-
ing at the roadside. This nest was not con-
cealed im any way, but the robin that occupied
it sat serencly upon her treasures apparently in-

different to the many wagons and teams that
frequently passed.

The sierra juncos (Juncoe hyemalis thurbers)
were everywhere abundant, and many nests with
small young or cggs were found after I had
spent two or three days in learning how to look
for them. After tramping around for a time
in what seemed to be a favorable place, a pair
of junces were sometimes disturbed and wen:
through all the wsual methods of feigning lame-
ness to draw the intruders’ attention from the
vicinity of their homes. It generally reguired
only a few moments to form an idea as to the
approximate location. of the nest. After this
the hirds were left undisturbed for some hours
when a hurried and unexpected tramping through
the pine needles and underbrush often resulted
in the Aushing of the bird from the nest

A bird that has always been to me an interest-
ing subject for omithological study is the bloe-
fronted jay (Cyamocitfa stelleri fronfalis). Aly
first acquaintance with this jay began during the
winter of fgoo-of when a great many of thess
splendid birds left their usual haunts among the
pine and ocak clad mountains and spread out
over a portion of the San Joaquin valley. Just
how extensive a local migratiom this was re-
mained a matter of doubt, but the birds were
very numerous in the region about Fresno, fre-
quenting the trees along the roadsides and canals
Large, noisy and very conspicuous these unforto-
nate jays offered excellent targets for every
passing gunner and no doubt their numbers
were reduced somewhat when the horde of
crested, blue-coated wvisitors returned to  their
sierran home almost as suddenly as they had
made their appearance, leaving no clue by which
one might learn the canse of their sojourn here
They did not again appear, although each sue-
ceeding winter they were looked for with much
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