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FOREST AND STREAM.

ov. 10, 3m, -

I am of the opinkon, from what [ bave seen o hem, that
mn thoe section of cowntry at least, il not attacked ather
birds the sparrow will keep the peace and live on Iriendly
terma with them. In other words, that be wiil only fghe
an the delensive, Micron Mavs

American| Egrets.

Morwrmstaroies the law against killing the planss
birds of Florida, the murdercais work sull goes om,
althaugh confined to the dense aiid [sr-awsy Everglades
These grscsome swamps bold mapy secrets; here and there
the humeer and adventarer come upon relugees from
justice, and here some of Uicle !;II-I'EI- deserters, wil
ﬁ:m::d gums call cut, “Hapds wp!” to the intruder, lest

be some Covermment deiective opon thesr iracks
Such characters, with othess equally lawlegs, live
the chase and upon the speils ol the herons and egress.

As a well-known hunter of Kissimmee, on his way
home from the Everglades with his alligator hades, was
paddling through a dense cypress slough, he heard the
clattering cries of some sLRCVing egreis.  Stopping the
boat, he went to the plece snd found that some plume
hunter had beem these. The groond was steewn with
abous a hundred cascasses of the parent birds, smd repre-
sented the lagt of ket rookery. From the well wree tops
came the eries of the listle ones, whose criea appealed so
strongly o the hanter that he climbed the fall trees,
an alndost superhuman work, and secused eight hall-
starved birdlings, of diferent sizes and nﬁl.. of big wlite
herom, of American egret. They were brought 1o Kis-
gimpmes, bhut under the circumetances conld receive Bt
paor srtention oo the way n thse matier of {ood. T:h"-‘ll'
were hungry litthe fellows, and willing to eat many things
unknown to their native Lasie.

So difficalt are these birds to capture, on accoust of
the tall trees in which they build, that alter yesrs of
efforis to secure a pabr for the yand, these from the
Kissimimes hastes were the first we had Deen able to
PrOCUnE. RIS

A bew words as to the oldest palr, and this brief chap-
ter {8 elosed, While only cartilage and skin, as the

¢ was unformed, and being hall-starved, these bards
showed & beauty in their snowy leathers and small crest
aenl iheir sirong m:i“ﬁ}ruﬂl With almost I!HJEI'HHE
woices they would beg food. They wers male an
female, and as with the grest blue heron, the lemale was
the bolder, more pugsacious and like a spoiled oemly
child in her eating. The male bird was ready fo eat
what was presceted ) but she would beat her wings, shake
her bead and beg with a loud clattering voice, refusing
to eat bread gnd milk because she preferred rare beed and
minmows.  The roologist can never comprehend the
nature of any creature by the most carelal mspectson
of the stuffed skin. The vital aature of these baby birds
became a most interesting study.  Fresh from  the
cgpuu forest, belonging to the wikdest of fiying birds,
they kmew mo fear, recognizing a friendship and eating
from the hand, taking the fin inte their mouths alter
the manner in which they tn.'E:r the beak of the parem
bird, While the long, dilaed threat woald have its
wawallowed food, the continuowss gua-gid,  4qus-qua
would keep up as long a8 food was in sight )

When e young Lerds had been on the premizes a
few days copfined in 8 box a ventare o try them in a
small part of the yard partbiioned off by wire was made.
They J’::.d grewn strong encugh to taddle around, and a
fear that the old hens might attack them kept ws on the
abert, till the pugnacicus natures of the toddlers showed
s that @o eare would be necessary as to attack From the
hens, crane or dog.  With festhers ruffled, they would
extend their long pecks, and with a ¢ intim amy
bigd which spprosched, Even Jill, the large crane who
bords it awer the entire yard, turned and walked eajes-
eically away, leaving the egreis to their own domain, We
foupd the birds creatures of strong habics, even at such
am zarly age, lor they shodld nof Bave been removed
from the mest for several weeke

With the thought of the premy pictare they woald make
on the green lawn they were brought inside.  Here they
were restless, and paced up sod down the were, racnang
up against the netting till we foond they weuld have to
he put back to their 1ﬁ'l-l marters. [m their efons o get
hack the male hart himself in some way, and grew mord
sl more helpless, In this helpless seace he dislocated
amne of the cartilage-like legs, He grew worse, lu
showed & tenacity of life that was marvelous. His case
was pronounced hopeless, and after intense suffesing he
succmis to the imevilable

The remaining =i egreis were then gotten from the
huantef, who had grown tired of them amd had gives op
all hape of reasin them, for they had been storm-beaten,
fed oo improper lood and were &0 [eeble that they could
not hold their heads wp.  Every effort to feed and narso
the little cresiures was gt borthe  In this weshened
staze they showed intelligence—on the appraach ol &
stranger would gua-qua a disapproaval Fromm the fenac-
ity with which they held to life we hopd {roam day o
day o ralae at least & part of them Cing leature no-
ticeahle was the sireng, clear, shining cye that lagied as
Tong #s life with them. Mo strength came to them, and

ras the end of all creaturce
VI e Mrexm Mooer-WiLLsew,
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The Belgian Hare Fad.

“Just after | eame East,” remarked Alexander B
Minting, of San Diego, Cal, “thére was printed in the
Hegrd About Town column of the Times a statemind
about the darger to agricublurisis of the Belgian haere
fad that has gamed sich & cusions hold on the affections
of breeders nfpzt animals from the Atlantic to the Pacific.
The note of warning seemed almost prophetic to me when
I opened my mail this moming. A letter from my son
tells me that the supervisors of our counly have jost
passed an ordinance compelling cwners of Belgian bares
to keep them confined, and fizing a pemalty for
pispming them locse of mot less thas $20 mor more than
$100. E‘_I_'hi, all exme about fram the smnouncement af a
woman living nesr me, that she would turn ber hutch of
sbout 300 of the animals loose, They bad bred so rapidl
amd had become such a care asd nlnu.nneﬂn.l.hmﬁ
phide them @0 longer. Now, the young of the hares feed
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on the tender bark of young fruit trees in preferesce 1o
arything else. &3 we are & grest frus-raisng sectica, the
leosing of a lot of Belgian hares would spell ruin for our
fruit ranches. 5o & general protest agamst the tarning
wild of a 161 of these rabbits, that breed almost faster
thar a isan can cownt, followed  Belgian hare. are 0
cognmon ol our way that people wall na |nng=_r eat theis,
and | kmow ane Los Angeles bree whio will give asy
aie @1l che horex he cam take away, Yer bhe papd %1500
for an imported buck, and $1.000 for three does, whach
were Che foundation stock af his huich, Now he is
daing all he can to extermanate owhat has comie fo be an
usmmatigated nuisance i his vicinity, as some of the young
got loose and are doisg all sorts of damege to fruit
troes.  The Belgian hare is a grester nuisance than the
Englizh sparrow. Yoo people of the East amd Middle
West will sp Bnd it in a couple of years unles: Seps are
takets ¢ peevent the hares {rom ronning wild in . the
wickls and fields about your eities. 16 the Belginn hares
were allowed 1o propagate st will for five wears there
woubd then be more of them in the Unated States from
their matural increase Than there are of &l caher animals,
wild amd doisestie  comhined.  The market for rabbil
meat is by no msans unbimiteds as theg 'ﬂ'hr_l breed for
this markel will fnd in a very shor time.  That eakis-
fed. whil are yom going to da with the muisaners'—
Mew York Times.

Dioel Between an E-l:phan: and a Lee motive:

Last Frday the first goils train from Teluk Angis
to Ipoh, on nearing the twelith wile posi from Teluk
Anson, was beought to a2 standsiill by Driver Hussell,
who noticed & big tusker elephant i the midst of the
permanent way, A grand contest ihen erisned between
glephant and engise, The eleplant repes ed'y charges]
the engine, and Fhis Ta_me went o los peiily an howr,
The driver occassenally backed the engine, amtl then
the elephant wouald stand aside from ghe wrack. buc cn
she engine again geang lorward the animsl wealil retnrn
gos the track and resew s charges. The driver describes
thi amslawght o the e]gﬁ.hmt ar mast terreifie, particularly
an ane ocoasion, when he feared the smoke hipxn door hal
been Battered e O coarse the driver poald 5'!:1_11
charged at the Ewsker, but then the grewt probahbilicy
woald have been that the engine would have besn de-
ratled. Dwubiless saffering from a sore head &t the Datile
comtest between vory lllg iron, the elephani nltered its
tactics, amd, turming Ve TERE portion bo the {rom steed,
endegvored to pash ite antagonist backward,  Here
came the chamce for the driver. who quickly tuened on
steams snd gradoally pushed the elephant off the line, but
in doing 5o one of the engine wheels went over the hind
legs ol the elephant, and thus Mr. Tusker was disabled.
TE.: goode train then proceeded on its journey, hﬂHHE
evicet marks of the struggle on the cow-calcher am
the smoke-box. Several gueces of brokem ftusks were
picked wp, and these are commo-ding a good preee
The passenger irain was lollowing gusckly behind the
goods, anid Guard Foo, whea was in charge, quickly let
the elephant have one of his feld ariillery shots and s
settted the ohstinate old fellow, ]'_|: ia I_'tml.l'klb]!‘ to add
iki1 this same engine was the -dentn:_:ll ome that ram
inte & elephant five pears agn on the line a lintle lower
peward Teluk Anson—Perak Pioneer, Malay Peninsula,

The White Ehinoceros.

MaToraLists interested in the la fanma of Seuth
Africa bave for several years Tegar ihe white rhanoos-
rod (e mmews), which was founil from the mouth of the
Fambesy River spathward, as exginct or nearly =0, amd, in-
deed, the extinctiom of this magnificent anrmal was o8
af the strongest argumenis that was advanced b bring
together the Congress swhich recently met for the pro-
seetion of big game in Sointh Afrca. Recently, however,
Major A, £ Hill Gabbsaiis, the traveler wha made the
remsarkable journey through Africa from somth fo norih
killed mear Lado, on the ?:r HMile, a rhinoceros whick
he regarded as the white ghinoceras.  He browght back
with him the skufl of the specimen. amd Mr. Oldfeld
Thomas, of the Nataral History Muoseam of London, con-
fiems Major Gibboms' determination amd declares the

animal to be & sumar ,
Although it has previously been reported that a white
pper Nile country, Do Epeci-

rhimnceroa exisbed in the f
mens have been hmu._hq cut acd submitted o the

naturalists, and the descriptions given of the amimals seen
and killed there were o vague that they left it quite
uncertain as to what & really was.

In the notes in Mature in which Mr. Thomas apnoustes
thig interesting dascoswery, he calls attention to & curipos
parallel to it in the discovery by Mr. W, Penrice in A
af 2 zebra closely allied to the true Cape scbra. whisch is
nearly extinet there, I the case of these zebras the
species are not the same, but the relatiomship 13
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[Crmidnmrd frim gage $4B.)
Blick Duck or.Chaky Duck,
Anay obscura (Gmel. ).

Twis species and the oo forms which are pext de-
seribed are closely alike, so moch so that by any ooe oo
an amithologist caly a careinl cowparsoa will &
tinguish them, They are birds similar in sae and form
to the mallard, but very different in colar.

- The black dweck is brownish-black or desky, all the
feathers edged with pale yellowish.  The head asd neck ane
streaked with yellowish. Of thas ihere b5 least oa the
vep of the head and the hind neck, which are ometime
wearly blsck; most on the sides of head and throar Thei
last are somstimes slencst baff, witbout any sereaking
The speculum, or iridescemt wi patch, iz somstimey
nl:ul!ln:-g;rl:zn wnd sometimes violet, edged with black
The hill is yellowish-green and the mail da while ks
feet are oramge r=|E the webs dusky.

imches; wing, 11, The sexes are essentially alike

The dusky duck, betier known as the black duck is
most abundant in castern North America. 11 s ibe com-
memest of the fresh-water ducks of camern
Mew Branswick, Neova Szenis asd she New England
coast, but when it gels 28 far sooth ss the Che ke
Hay asd Nenh Caralina & Gnds bte relative, the ]
there in numberg as gi-rl:lt as its cwn and associates witk
it an terms of equa it#. !

The black duck, while feeding almost exclusively iz
fresh water, by no means avoids the sex coast. On the
contrary. m & MNew Englamd States it = mo
af the day resting on the salt water and only visits the
intand streams, swamps and marshes to fecd duriag the
algha. !.;:.I;d these localities i ia:liilnmhrqﬂmuu wiich walt-
waler a5 1] ma gy and 1@ L S3TLY morn a

gt .‘Iru‘&u 1:!.;

low water 1 have seen great Gocks of these
oo the samd besches and mud fais ofF Milford,
where their chief food muest bave been the winkles thas
are 3o abundant there

The black dwck iz not common in the imberior, thongh
it has been reported from near York Factory. Dr, Y
tow has ted it from Utah, but these birds were =0
doishe, mottled disck (A, £ mscuiom), [, persomlly, have

BLACK PUCK OR TUSEY BUCK,

ot seen 1t west of Nebraska, and there enly oa Lﬂ:l‘]' frw
Ve

gccissoms,  The spocimens Uhem moted may ke
mottled dissks It §s cecaslonally b lows asd
Minntsota, bul so seldosn that most duck shoalers do mat

know the species. Oecasionally s man whose experience

extends aver fifseen or tweniy years af ing there will
zay that he has seen |h_-z hjn_'d iwo or 'I:Erq [-T53

times, if the cold is bitter and lehg-contimued, the ice
covers its custemary fecding grounds, amd its foed be
coming wery pehres, [ grows go thin tha nErs |
bonger to ill it AL sach times it sits off shore in
sed, o, if the ke extends very far out from the shore,
upan the ice, and almos starves to death. 'We have once
or twice seen birds caught in muskrat traps which were
nothing more than skeletons covered by featbers

In Mew England the black duock is considered ome of
the most acute of all our fowl, amd 18 very difficudt of ap
proach. They olten refuse to potles decoys, and, owig
t theit keeh senses and eonstant waichialness, are not
shed in grest pumbers, The guneers believe that thelr
seniee of smell i very loeem, amd will mot artempt bo
proach them down the wind, believing that the docks
senell ahem.

The bfack dweck rises from the water n the same mig-
ner s the mallard, apd 1t node 18 mot to be dasae
from the mallard's. In the Southern States. where they
feed chiefly on grasses and rice amd wild celery, they ar
delicioizs bards, et an the BMew | fid ecast they an
sametrimoed foend 1o ke very inferior teble birde

In the Seuth the black dacks often congregate in foda
ol severnl hundred, rﬂrm:lug t:p-ruu:!IE b lietle Aag
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pafide im the mmrshes which 1 ufect. f
they appear 1o have Jost much of the suspiciowsness which
they show further morth, and often come readily 19 drety
responding as easily as the mallard to the quackdeg |
dock. mam or duck-call .

More than almest amy of its refuidves the hladk decx

be a might feddor, all mi jen ertee
e e s thr g (e iy ot S ok G, ol
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