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Never before Trinflated into ENGLISH.
CONTAINING,
A moft particul;tr Account. of the Re-

licion, Government, Trade, Product, Ra-
ritics, Strucinres, Arts and Scicnces of that

great Monarchy
An cxadt Dewcnpnionof the Courtand Caty of
1{hahur, the Capital thereof; as alip of the

i:ellebra_téd Ruins of Perfepolis, the antient Me-
tropolis of that Nation, and of feveral other

Places of Note.

With Genuine Copies of the [nftrultionsgiven by
the Englifb, Frenchand other Poveers, to their refpe-
&Give Embafladors in Pe/fia, Chin:, Fapan, ard other
Eaitern Empires; na lefs uferai and 1rudlive tor
carrying on the Commercg 1n thote Parts, thanfacil-
factory to the Curious.

Adorn'd and Illuftrated with a grcat Nuinber
of CUTTS.
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170 The Introdultion.

lefc in their Hands, after I had given them
a Mzmorial of the refpeGive Prices. As |
was getting on Horfeback the Pontif causd
me to be call’d back, and having orderd
me to (it near him, he fell on difcourfing
with me about Exrope, and particularly con-
cerning our Sciences, and our Mechanick
Arts. At one a-Clock in the Morning he

difmifled me, and order’'d fome of his Peo-
ple to condult me.

Cuapr XVIL

1hbe Ambaffador of the Refqui, and Mulcovy,
admitted to an Audience. A Difpute Ii-
tween the French Envoy and Englifh Agent
about i recedency examined and fettled. “The

Manner of the Ambaffadors being conduTed,
withthe M.ignificence attending it.

ON the 15th, by break of Day, the
Place-Royal was clear’d of all the
Shops, and of all the Retailers who com-
monly there expofe their Goods.  This was
done in order to render more magnificent
the Audience and Entertainment which the
King was to give the next Day to all the
Ambziladors and Envoys who were at
Court. It was fwept, and all the Avenues
thereof were (hat up that no body might
al
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pafs that Way. The Firft Minifter notify’d
at the fame time to all the Ambailadors, by
the Mechemander Bachky, or Gueft-Reeper
General, who is the Introdutor of the Am-
bafladors, to prepare themfelves, with their
Prefents, to receive Audience. TheEnvoy
of the Freuch Company, or to {peak more
properly, his Council, was very much for-
priz’d at the King's Defign, to give Au-
dience to all the Ambafladors at once, and
more efpecially, having been inform’d, that
an Agent of the Engl://b Company, who was
then at Ifpaban, was likewilc to have Aa-
dience ; and that he had for fome time been
dealing fecretly with the Minilters about
the Precedency. He therefore immediately
prefented Petitions to the Nazir, and to the
GrandVizier,in order to prevent hisreceiving
that Affront. He thereinreprefented, That
it was a Right due to the French Nation,
to have the Precedency ot all the Chriltian
Nations, aswellin the Eaft, as in the Weft.
Thefe retitions having been examind by
the Minifters in Council, were anfwered to
the Satisfaltion of the Envoy. The Nazir
told me o, athiscoming from the King, and
charg’d me to go trom him, and acquaint the

Envoy therewith, and to let him know, that

he alone had ftood firm in his Favour. The

Mufcovite Ambaflador alledged, for Reafons

of his having the Precedency ; The vaft

Extent of his Mafter’s Dominions, whom

all
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all the Chriftian Princes call'd Great, by
Excecllency, in which they thow’d, faid he,
that they acknowledged him to be above
them. The Englifb Agent f{aid, tbat he
having a Letter to deliver from the King of
of Enzland 5 whereas the Frexch Envoy had
only a Letter from the French Company ; the
Letter of a King ought to be preferred to
tha: of an incorporated Socicty of Merchants,
I found all the Family of the French Envoy
bufy in delivering to the Burghers of that
Quarter, the Prefents he was to make: |
{hall here fet down the Order in which that
is done. The Piskis Naviez, or Receive
of the Prefents, notifies to the Great Pr-
vo't, and Governor ot the City, that i
ot have fuch a Number of Men, fuch
iray, in fuch 2 Place, to carry the Prefents
of fuchr an Ambaffador. The Governor
f:nds for the Commiilary of that Ward o
arter, and gives him his Orders accord:
noiy, znd the Commidary delivers them
o the piiacipal Burghers of the Quarter.
Tie Potion Word for burgher, is Aet- Kuds,
wiica £antes the Image of God, becaufe a
gzool Hezad of a Family reprefents in his
Hoel t.e Condo& of God in the Unt-
verie.  Thele Barghers, to ths Number of
Eiciit or Ten, take a Man out of each Sacp
of the Qiarter, or as many as are necefliry.
annd repair, with a Clirk ot the Receiver of
be Proiins, to the Ambatdador’s Lod;ilﬂfl.ﬂ
wher
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The Introdudion. 173

where they receive his Prefents according
to the Memorial, and deliver them to thefe
Bearers. [Each Man takes a Piece, and goes
away. Fifty Men very often are employ'd to
carry to an Audience, what one Man alone
might eafily carry. ThisPractice,1s to do Ho-
nour to the Perfon who makes the Prefent,
becaufe it makes him appear the more con-
(iderable : and likewife for the Grandure
of the King, by reafon that the People fee-
ing the Prefents that are brought to him,
corclude that he is highly efteemd by Fo-
reign Nations. The Prefent is thus kept
by the Bearers till the next Morning, when
they repair to the Place which was appoint.
ed them, each with that Part that was de-
liverd into his Hands. It fometimes hap-
pens that the Prefent remains even eight or
ten Days in their Hands. One would think
that in the Confufion thatiscaus’d by a Crowd
of five or fix hundred Men of the meaner
Sort, (for fometimes there are fo manv em-
ploy’d to carry a Prefent) fomething fhould
always be loft 5 yet that never happens, and
the Account is always found exa&. It
1s a thing impoflible in Perffa to rob the
King 5 and, as the Perfrans f{ay, the Sea it
E:‘If is obliged to reftore what it takes from

im.

1he Englifh were prefently inform’d of
the Refolution that had been taken in 1a-
vour ol the Fremnch. Their Interpreter, (who

W3as
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was a Man of Intrigue, had an eafie accefs
to the Minifters, and who fpar d nothing on
fuch Occafions (wrought fo much by hisGo.
ings and Comings, that the Grandees being
affembl d at Night in the King's Palace, the
Affair of the Precedency was again (tarted
and very {trongly debated : At lalt 1t was re.
folv’d, rthat Audience (hould be given the
next Day to the AMlwfeovites, and that the
French and the Englifh thould be putoff to
that Day eight Days. The firft Minifer
caus'd the Difference to be regulated after
that manner f{aying amongft other Things:
The Mufcovite 1s our Nesgbbonr, and on
Friend, and the Commerce bas been a long tim:
fettled betrvcen us, and without Interruption:
We fend Emoaffadors each to the otker Recipro
td”} alm j}- evcry Tedr, but we bdrd[; l‘naw the
otbers. [he Power of their Kings may be ¢
Great as it is Reprefented, but 1t 15 [o remote
frome us, that it is with Difficulty we receive
any News of it. 1t is therefore neceffary to
bave 4 regard ko our Neigbbaur: at any rate,
The 16th, about eight a Clock in the
Morning, the Place Royal appear’d waterd
from one end to the other, and adornd in
the manner [am going to relate. On the
Side of the great Entrance to the Royal Pa-
lace, at twenty Pacesdiltance, were twelve
Horfes, the fine(t in the King’s Stables, fix
on each fide, fet out in tie ftatelielt and moflt

magnificent Trapping the World can af'fl?rd-
our
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Four of the faid Furnitures or Trappings
were adorn’d with Emralds, two with Ru-
bies, two with Stones of dlﬂ"crent Colours
intermix’d with Diamonds, two with Gold
enamell’d, and two others with fine fmooth
Gold. Befides the Trappings, which were
of this Richnefs, the Saddle, that is to fay,
the fore and back Part, the Pomme] and
the Stirrups, were coverd with Stones fuita-
ble to the Trappings, Thefe Horfes had
large Houfings that hung down very low,
fome of Gold Brocard, rais’d with Pearls,
and others of Gold Brocard very fine, and
very thick, encompafled with Tutts, and
Balls of Gold befet with Pearls. The Hor-
fes were made faft with Trefles of Silk and
Gold, to Nails of fine Gold. The Nailsare
about fifteen Incheslong, and of a thickne(s
Proportionable, having a large Ring -at the
Head, through which the Halter paffes, or
the String belonging to their Shackles. In
Reality, there can be nothing more Stately,
nor more Royal than this Equipage, to which
muft be added twelve covercloaths of Velvet
and Gold frizd, or high napp'd, which
ferve to cover the Horfes from top to bot-
tom that were in Parade before the Rails,
which ran along the front of the Royal Pa-
lace, It is impoflible to fee finer, whether
one confiders the richnefs of the Stuff, or
the Art and [elicacy of the Work.
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Between the Horfes and the Rails were
four Cifterns, three Foot high, and largein
Proportion, much like thofe that are made
ufe of in Paris to preferve the Water inthe
Houfes. Two of thefe were of Gold placd
on Trevets, which werealfoot m:fly Gold;
the other two were of Stlver, plac’d on Tre-
vets of the fame Metal. Juft by were two
large Buckets, and two great Mallets, the
largeft that are to be feeny all thele were
likewife of mafly Gold even to the very
Handles. The Horfes are waterd in thefe
Buckets, and the Mallets ferve to dri.e into
the Ground, the Nails to which they are
made faft. At the Diltance of thirty Paces
from the Horfes, there were wild Beafls
train d up to fight with young Bulls, Two
Lyons, one Tyger, and one Leopard which
were made falt, ecach of themlying extended
on a large picce of fcarlet Tapiltry, with
their Heads towards the Palace. On the
borders of the Tapiltry wers two Mallets of
Gold, and two Lafons alfo of Gold of the
Diameter of the largeft Cifterns for a Dining-
Room. Theie are to give Food in to thefe
fine Bealts, when they are thown in Pub-
lick. Here you muft obferve, that all the
Gold Plate that is in the King's Palace, is
Ducar Gold, asl havefound by tryal.  Right
again{t the greatr Port:l, were two Coaches
after the Indian Fafhion very pretty, with
Oxen put to them, aiter the manner of that

Country,
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Country, the Coachmen whereof were ln-
dians. and clad likewife after the Miode of
their ownCountry. On the Right were two
Antelopes, (thisis a fort of Hind, having
white Hair, and whofe Horns are [trait like
an Arrow, and verylong ;) and on the Left
were two great Elephants coverd with
Cloaths of Gold Brocarde, having Rings at
their Teeth, and Chains and kings of Silver
at their Feet ; and one Rhinoceros. Thefe
Animals were near the one to the other,
without thewing the lealt Averfion or Une-
finefs, notwithftanding what the Naturali(ls
fay to the contrary wiz That the Elephant
and the Rhinoceros have an invincible An-
tipathy, that keeps them conftantly at War.
At the two endsof the Place, they walk'd up
and down in Leafhes, the Bullsandthe Rams
that were train’d up to fight; and there
were likewife Companies of Gladiators,
Wreftlers and Fencers, all ready to engage
at +he firlt Signal that thould be given them.
In fine, there were in eight or ten Places of
the Square, ¢rigades ot the Kings Guards
drawn up and under their Arms.

The Hall that was prepard to give the

Audience in, was that fine and {pacious large
Hall, built gver the greal Portal of the Pa-
lace, and 1s the finelt Hall of that fort that
Yever fawany where. It wasrais’d {o high,
thit when ane lgoks down into the Place,
Men feem to be but two Foot high, and when

m on
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on the contrary one looks upward from the
Place to the Hall, there is no knowing of
any Body. 1 have given the rigure thereof
in the Defcription of Ifpabas. The King
being come thither about nine a Clock, and
all the Court, to the Number of above three
hundred Perfons, there came into the Place
from the Eaftern Corner, the Ambafiador of
the Lefgni. This is a-tributary Nation to
Perfra, and inhabits a mountauous Country
on the Confines of the Kingdom towards
Mafcovy, and near the Cafpian Sea. The
Ambaflador was 2 young Nobleman, very
handfom, and very well drefs’'d. He had
ounly two Horfemen to follow him, and four
Footmen who {urrounded him. Au Affiftant
or Under-Mafter of the Ceremonies condué-
ed him. He caus'd him to difmount at the Di-
ftance of about an hundred Paces from the
great Portal, and led him very faft to the
large Hall where the King was. The Cap-
tain of the Gate, whois call'd Febic agafs be-
chi, receiv'd him there, and condu@ed him
to thekifling of the King'sFeet. Thus they
call the Salutation which his Subje@s pay
bim; and all thofe Strangers who have the
Honour to approach him, of what Quality
foever they be.  Pabsns is the Perffan Term,
which fignifies to kifs the Feet. It is allo
call'd Zeminbous, thatis to fay, to kifs the
Ground, and Rawi Z-min, which implies,

tic Faceuponthe Ground. This Salutation
i




