and short.-sj
‘I am, sir, yours very faithfully,
**T. ARTHUR CURTIES,”

THE RHINOCEROS SUMATRENSIS.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE ERA.

Sir,—The first rhi S is, or rhino-
ceros, imported to Europe was purchased by me, and sold to
wo of the largest importers of wild animals in the world—viz,,
William Jamrach, of Calcutta, London, and Liverpool, and
Charles Hagenbeck, of Hamburgh, in Germany, for the large
sum of £160. It was landed in the South West India Dock on
August 19th, 1872, from the s.s. Glengyle from Singapore, and
died September 21st, 1872, Another of the same species, a
female, was deposited in the Zoological Society’s Gardens
July 14th, 1875, and did not survive long. Another on October
4th, 1878, was also deposited at the same society’s gardens, and
died also very shortly. The last one was anadult male, sold to
the late C. W. Rice, London and Hamburg, also a large dealer
in wild animals, and imported direct from the Malay Peninsular
by Mr, Jamrach, and sold for £100, and died April 6th, 1870,
living only seventeen days. This auimal was also deposited at
the Zoological Society’s Gardens on March 20th, 1879, where
every attention was paid to all the above animals, and since
then it has been proved by greater authorities than myself,
although not one of the leastauthorities, that they are not long
living animals, similar to the Malayan Tapia, tapirus indicus,

The species which realisel £1,250 was a new animal—i.e.,
the hairy-eared rhinoceros, rhinoceros lasiotis, and to prove the
longevity of this animal it may be scen alive now at the
Zoological Society’s Gardens, Regent's-park. This animal was
landed by me for W. Jamrach, the importer, in the Milwall
Docks on February 14th, 1872. It arrived in the s.s. Peters-
burg, Captain Black, from Calcutta. The specimen is unique,
and at that time was new to science.

The longevity of the rhinoceros unicornis, an animal worth
from £150 to £200, is proven by the diary of the Zoological
Society’s book. A female of this species was purchased from the
eminent Mr Charles Jamrach (millionaire) on June 17th, 1850,
and died December 14th, 1873, living upwards of twenty-three
years in the Society’s gardens.

A rhinoceros indaicus was brought to England by Mr Charles
Jamrach’s son, George, and was partly owned by W. Cross, of
Liverpool.

A rhinoceros bicornis, or keitloa, was sold by Mr Charles
H: beck, of Hamburgh, to the logical Society, Septem-
ber 11th, 1868, and is still alive. The society possess four
species of rhinoceros. I am, Sir, yours obediently,

August 25th, 1884, WEEJUGGELAH.
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the characters in their plays are
o glish public as true to any type
I, them. Pl which have derived their success
from the faithfulness of their delineation 1_;[
< of individuals common across the Atlantic
rily fall flat when presented to the people of
v where such a class does not exist, or at

i« <0 rare as not tu be at once recognised by
a2 ators. 1t was this that made The

a moderate success at the Gaiety.
©of Colonel Sellers is as common in America as
“‘.llx vn Middlewick is with us—‘indeed, the two
oy almost be termed national to the two
In America, where all classes are almost
Lprect in their pronunciation, the H-less but-
1 hardly arouse such enthusiastic recognition
w, in like manner, the ever-enterprising
4 Lis constant convietion of the *“millions

(ive notions, is not a common character in
1 Even the Hon. Bardwell Slote, with his
rovoking abbreviations, scarcely
preciation so finished an impersona-
we's really deserved. The Americans
iplete and but  slichtly e
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STAGE-DOOR PAPELS.

(BY A STAGE-DOOR KEEPER,)
XV.
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I now intend to present to the reader one or two specimens
of the softer sex, generally, Lowever, not so soft as they
appeared, who have come prominently under my notice, as
well as under public cognisance, for their icities. In
peuning these sketehes I wish it to be understood that I have
no desire to exaggerate or sct down aught in malice, but
simply to express myself truthfully and conscientiously. And
this is done with the view of showing that, however much
the stage, in the present geucration, has becn weeded, there
still remains an immense amount of purgation necessary to rid
it of its irregulariti first 1 ion is that of a Miss
Quisby, who was engaged at the Nonsuch, but for a short time
only ; but, brief as it was, it was long enough to enable me
to become acquainted with part of her history. She was what
might be termed a beautiful woman, but without being an
actress, which fact was of no consequence, as at the period in
question she could always command the stage, her own terms,
as also the susceptible hearts of the male portion of her
audiences who tlironged the house, not specially to see or
approve of her theatrical abilities, but rather to succumb to
the fascination of her well-practised and bewitchi g glances,

Nonsuch an overgrown, lanky, and
youngster was introduced as a member of
shape of a ““utility

sallow-complexioned
2 'thel company, in ﬂlle
L u . man, whose companionship was instant!
utilised by Miss Frailer, as, very soon l:\her hislmlvent, it wni
generally noticed hg. was her only associate. So whilst the
husbqnd was travelling with his wife's image in his heart she
regnnm‘ed.at home utilising her spare moments with Mr Utility.
Miss Frailer soon becams separated from her husband, and
tuok her departure for another country. Her husband, no
doubt, upon second consideration, was but too happy to he rid
of a woman who had proved herself so utterly worthiess,
AMUSEMENTS IN CANADA.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.

MONTREAL, Avcust, 1884.—Opera Imumz continues its
successful career at the Crystal, which is still the only theatre
in the town open, Fatinitza, the latest production at this
house, has heen mounted with much more care than any of its
prcdeqessorg, and bids fair to enjoy a lengthy run. In addition
to being Von Suppé's most successful  effort, Fatinitza is
probably by fur the most popular German operette, and, unlike
most Teutonic pieces of this kind, the libretto is fairly amusing.
In fact, compared with the plots of The Merry War, T'he Beggar
Student, an ?thur ‘Yiemm. successes, the book of Fatinitza may

a3 she threw them, haphazard, all over the auditorium. It
was Juno doing the husiness of Jove, flashing her lightning in
all dxrechozls, and perfectly indifferent as to whom she smote

m legislator.  The shrewd vulgarity
clraeter and its comic eec_cntl‘icit_ies appealed to
o nner in which it was impossible they could
Mrs Florence’s fearful and wonderful
ontrary, had its full measure of apprecia-
all acquainted with some lady or
whom *¢ French of P:u‘ir{i& unknowe,” as Chaucer
1 who will insist on using her 1gnorance on all
,"\ In America, where a large proportion of
e people and of people who desive to become
e, puss @ Lrge part of their lives in Paris, Mrs
on was at once hailed as a portrait.
it is true, a common ground on which both
md English meet, the neutral territory of
i and sentiment. which is peculiar to no nation
sicalsr. It dues not require to be an American
Juve travelled in America to recognise the finish
los of Jefferson’s Rip Van Winkle, the refine-
Jooth, or the contagious high spirits of Minnie
nd eonsequently these have been properly
wed here, It is possible that, as time goes on,
w literature will hecome so generally read, and
Atlantic hecome so common, that we
nise_the more local traits presented
in Americd Meanwhile we may remark on a
f of the move characteristic features of the plays and
o< of our cousins over the water.
is w form of entertainment very popular in
L of which we have seen an exceptionally good
in Fun on the Bristol, which is really a
y show.” A number of people of special
ent are collected, and their abilities dis-
puved in an entertainment having for its connecting
(hina very thinstory. The result at its best is satis-
¢ its sccond-best not entirely so. The whole
, after its momentary eftect of constant
leaves a somewhat unsatis-
zinal genius devoted to fragmentary
istead of blending in one harmonious and
whole. It seems sometimes if this careless
of constructing a piece had an influence on the
| plays. They seem to be
and the author’s aim seems to
to spare himself trouble as much as possible,
¢ upn the a wee of individual actors to
s piece. It appears as it the play had been
for the actors, not the actors chosen for
When we do this over here, there is gene-

in aeross the

sense of «

play.

ongh leaven of the old tradition in the play-

s mind to prevent the
ng too evident. An English audience has sufficient
cliation in dramatic matters to like a certain method
lan even in its most wirthful madness. It does not
her love to see folly tinkling its bells without time
tine.  Now, many of the which have been
‘ted to us by American companies are deficient in
Lintere: The aim seems to have been to string

“ras many funny scenes as possible, without much
«d for “ unities” of any sort. In fact, there are too
merican plays that are concocted exactly on the
stue plan as an English burlesque.

O the other hand, the genius of individual actors
Pecton in these plays is really remarkable, and has
ug to the swrroundings we have mentioned,
ull the praise it has deserved. If all the original
and whimsical character  sketche:
throngh the performances of our v

il in aosort of American School for Seandal
it play it would be! The Widow O’Brien,

o the Bristol, the Hon, Bardwell Slote, My Sweet-
/. Miss Rehan, and Miss Lotta, how brightly they
ine if they were collected into a constellation,
Lof shining apart in separate companies, ““ played
v inferior performet
worst of the Americans is that they are almost
to muke money, and that there are too many
lul companies. " Every one wants to “run a
of his or her own. The prodigious number of
ises which annually *“freeze up” in the
r exceeds the unfortunate speculations in
inces.  The prevailing rage for *‘smartness”
Uthe ficilities offered for piracy, until very lately,
« pted ina great measure the dramatic instinct

Give us novelty, give us excitement, is the
In the feverish rage for quick living, the
U constant sensation, the balance of criticism
wowi. - Riot is mistaken for merriment, flash
nuine humour, and rising artists lack in‘ a

modus  operandi from

P
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with the g fluid.” She was, in fact, the cynosure of
all eyes, the centre of gr Y, as it were; but in which no
gravity existed. Her admirers outnumbered those of all other
women who had been engaged at the Nonsuch in my time,
and the continuous inpour of coronetted letters must have been
a iderable drawback to her legiti studies, In those
haleyon days the stage-door keeper's position was no
sinecure, for of an evening the occupants of the stalls
and private hoxes were continually leaving their seats
between the acts and coming round to the stage-door to
worry its keeper with persistent demands to pass through
on to the stage, or to Miss Quisby’s dressing-room, so that
they might speak but one little word with the siren whose
evanescent looks had converted their apparent mauliness into
seeming imbecility. I ble half: s d, in several
i half. i have been offered me‘t‘o betray the

secret of her private aﬁdress; and also i )

=

P e Herr Von Suppé's score has always
been a favourite one with theatregoers, and several recent
composers have even gone 8o far as to reproduce some of its
_rrxclod}cs almost note for notein their own works, thus testifying
in a high degree their appreciation of itsattractions, The inter.
pretation was, as usual, very uneven. Miss Fanny Wentworth
made an excellent Viadimir, acting the part with plenty of verve
and giving her numbers with good taste. Miss Wentworth is
a very bright burlesque actress, and one of the mainstays of
the trous)e. Mr Gus Kamnmerlee, a new-comer, was airly
successful as the irascible General, and Mr Molten was well
suited with the part of the Reporter. Mr Seymour was, as
usual, amusing, and mn‘QeL the most of the amorous Pasha.
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THE CHURCH D THE STAGE.

The following letter has been addressed by the Rev. Mr
Curties to Mr Sherwood, the proprietor of the Royal Theatre
and Opera House, Wakefield. Mr Curties may be described as
the leading man amongst the local High Church party. He
possesses no small influence, and is listened to by a full church
regularly. Some three months ago he delivered a very able
address on the drama, which caused much comment.

*St. Michael's Vicarage, Wakefield, August 22d, 1884, —To
Mr Councillor Sherwood. —Sir, —The efforts you are making to
place the Wakefield Theatre upon a respectable footing and
raise _the tone of the drama in the town are, in my opinion, o
greatly deserving of the support and encouragement of your
fellow-townsmen, that I gladly bear what testimony Ican to
the claim you have laid uponus all. That the drama is capable
of being rendered a great moral and educational agent is a fact
that is yearly becoming more widely recognised. How it may be
made 50 is one of those great social problems which all who have
at heart the welfare of the [wop&e should unite in solving.
It certainly will not be by the God-fearing portion of the
community holding aloof from it, and allowing it to drift
almost of necessity into licenti and d lisati
Asa clergyman and a fellow-citizen, 1 thank you, sir, for the
grand attempt you have made to elevate and purify the stage
in Wakefield, T believe, from personal observation, that that
attempt has in its aim succeeded, and 1 deeply regret that it
has not been hitherto met with the support it merited. If,
from lack of that support, you have to abaudon it, and the
theatre once more sinks back to its former level, it will not
say much for the energy of those who talk so loudly of the
need of social reform, for such a theatre is a very hotbed of
vice. I heartily trust, however, that this may not be the case,
but that all will rally round you who desire to free the town
from such a plague spot—tle drama from the undeserved
stigma restiugdupon il:«‘a.ml' themselves from the reproach of
i itude and short.-sj

Another recruit, MrS dingly funny as

Stipand, his broken German being very clever, Miss Edmonson
did the little required of the Princess Lydia well, and the
chorus paid more regard to time and tune than usual. A real
live horse drawing a sleigh seemed to please a certain part of
the audience immensely. Mr Barnett, the lessee of the theatre,
has come to grief. ‘After being continually capiased and

my
positive refusals—have been the sncering, though truthful,
insinuations, and especially from men with full pockets and
empty heads, that ‘I was too honest for my position.” 1
must perforce state, and painfully so, that Miss Quisby wielded
a demoralising power, and seemed to glory in it, an yet her
features were so harmoniously blended that not a line could
be traced indicative of any other chaacter than purity. In
perusing that isi he most discriminati

g almost daily visits from the bailiffs Mr Barnett has
at length declared himself bankrupt. The cause of this
managerial collapse is not to be attributed to any pecuniary
loss sustained at the theatre, which has been crowded nearly
every night, but to personal matters. The theatre has now
passed into other hands.

THE Dime Museum Pavilion has been doing fairly well,
although the Crystal has proved a formidable rival. The variety

would find himself at fault, and it was no man’s fault shat he
gazed upon her in admiration. I had heard of Miss Quisby
previous to her début ot the Nonsuch, and some rather strange
stories concerning her, and was in consequence prepared to
meet with an appearance that should tell its own tale, but I
was agreeably disappointed, and without hesitation, in my own
mind, discredited the ramours T had heard. Subsequent events,
however, explained in a very forcible manner that, foronce, I had
stultified myself at my own peculiar boast of judging of cha-
racter. It isa wise observation that one should not judge from
appearances, although it was seldom, indeed, I was misled.
One evening a b ble little i of | ity rushed
in at the stage-d with a ing gait, and d ded an

pany at present appearing is a good one.

IN Toronto things are pretty dull. Miss St. Quinten and
her company still continue to occupy the Zoo, and, as this lady
has now been in Toronto mote than’a month, she seems to have
become a favourite in the “Queen City,” as it is locally known.
At the People’s, in the same town, a fairly strong troupe has
been performing Moths, and Ouida’s *“ naughty ” story appears
to have been greatly appreciated.

MONTREAL, AvGUST 13.—The Crystal has now passed into
the hands of a “syndicate,” the business manager being Mr
M'Gowan, who recently occupied the same post for the New
York Ideal opera company. Mr Barnett, the late manager,
whg was forced to retire owing to financial difficulties, was

interview with Miss Quisby, He was small in stature, with a
complexion termed fervid by some people ; although I should
say it was tinted ; and with that peculiar kind of tint that
roves no stint in indulgence. He was biting vigorously at the
ag end of a nearly used-up cigar, as if he were annoyed at its
having burnt out too soon. His tout cnsemble, in fact, was that
of a man who had but recently quitted a billiard-room for want
of funds; though with the determination of returning thereto
when he should be able by any means to replenish his exhausted
exchequer. I told him he could not see Miss Quisby until the
end of the performance, when she would be leaving the theatre,
*‘Oh! that be d—d,” was the angry exclamation, ‘‘She is
my wife; and I supposc a husband has a right to see his
wife—what do you say?’ This announcement, unexpected
as it was, fairly took me by surprise; for up to that
moment I was not aware the lady was a married woman.
I replied, however, that he undoubtedly had a right to
sce his wife; but at legitimate scasons. * What do you

mean by that?’ was his irate inquiry. * That the lady is
just now engaged,” was my retort, **and cannot be seen hy any
one—not even her husband.” *‘Oh, but I must see her!” he
persisted. ‘I want money, and she is bound to let me have
it, or I'll know the reason why !” Here stands the paragon of
morality, thought I; but, to avoid a scene at the stage-door, T
sent in his name, and after a short interval Miss Quisby made
her appearance. A brief sotto voce consultation then ensned
betveen the pair, at the end of which the lady handed to the
gentleman some money. This was in my presence. She was
evidently very glad to get rid of him at any price, and he,
gratified at the price of his departure, making his exit without
any adieu, and as though he were in a hurry to catch the last
train; and my train of thought ran in the direction of the
lesson I had been taught. It was one I shall never forget, as
it was an exhibition of human nature in its most repulsive
phase! From information subsequently received, I learned
that my visitor was in reality the husband of Miss Quishy, but
that they had been amicably separated for several years.

I now come to a Miss Frailer, a lady who might be classified
as a little above a third-class artiste. ~ Though she was comely
enough looking, there was not a shadow of refinement cither
in her appearance, her manner, or her conversation. She was
of an uncertain age, with a disagreeable inclination on the part
of her figure to travel beyond the limits of delicacy, whilst
her nasal organ had a tendency, in_a strongly marked manner,
to exceed the bounds of the generally admired *“tip-tilted,” as
its upward curve was more of the pug. Her tout ensemble,
in fact, might justly be compared to those buxom ladies who
have aptly been described as “fat, fair, and forty;” and
neither was she a person who, either by professional abilities
or personal charms, was likely to take her audiences by storm.
Malyré these drawbacks, she was—to her credit, I must admit
—ever striving and aspiring, though in vain, to reach the top
of the professional ladder; from whence, even if some
extraneous influence had placed her there, she must bave,
from sheer pr d disqualificati overbal;
herself, and have come to the bottom. A very com-
mon i fessi also pervaded the
whole of Miss Frailer’s nature ; she was spitefully jealous of
all those who had passed her by in the race for histrionic fame.
Her qualities and her lis] bined insured her
an income of four pounds a week. Miss Frailer was a married
woman, and had a very comfortable and, what should have
been, cheerful home ; for, although her spouse was an ordinary
looking man enough, he was oune of the kindest and most
attentive of husbands. He was not living upon her means, as
many men do; for he earned his moiety towards their common
support, and seemed to be one who would rather have seen his
wife at home, wh[ililt he sh(zulq be the bread winner alone ; for

; asire that sober appreciation and thoughtful
s which is at once a support and a restraint.
.7\“ credit, then, is due to those who, like Mr
* exeellent company now with us, working under
verse conditions, have produced a result that
vur approbation,  The actors and actresses who
ted us have met with vavied encouragement ;
1y be sure that the English playgoer is only
to weleome anything fresh, come whence it may.
“ME to us at a most unfavourable season, when
{ our own companies, are hard to
"t their circle of admirers goes on increasing
" and the good wishes of every lover of the
en to the clever men and women who
Atlantic for our delight and amus t,

Teady

which i him ! Miss Frailer was engaged
at the Nonsuch, uninterruptedly, for a period of some two or
three years, and, in consequence, I had frequent opportunities
for converse with her husband, who, when not out of town,
was invariably in attendance of an evening at the stage door to
escort her home, at the termination of her labours, He was
also a professional, but his duties generally took him into the
Provinces, where he remained sometimes for weeks, away from
both wife aird home. This is often a necessity, but, more fre-
quently than otherwise, a dangerous one for all the parties
concerned. On one particular occasion, when I knew the
husband was not in town, I asked after his health. She told
me he was quite well when she last heard from him, and that he
would not be at home for some considerable time.  Upon this I
facetiously observed that while he was away he might probably
make love to some other woman. Her reply fairly took me by
u\u-;)rise, w‘hile, at the_: same time, it opened both my eyesand my

* “pecially is this welcome to be extended to the
Py of American actors—the first complete
which has yet visited us—which have
e their engagement at Toole’s Theatre. It
' indeed, that M ugustin Daly’s company has
for us to commence their
ving us only too soon. How-
¥ render our welcome more enthusiastic
which we trust will take place in the
i on, not (as in this case) in
time for Lusiness they could possibly have

Tl then we can only say farewell until our
t Rieeting
" on

¢, which there is no doubt will be literally

€,

to a view of things totally opposed to what they
had hitherto been accustomed to with reference to Miss Frailer
alone. She said she had not the slightest apprehension of
such a slice of good luck. He was too fond—much too fond of
her, and that she would be but too glad if some osher woman
would be foolish enough to seduce him from his present
allegiance. This sentiment of matrimonial affection so com-
pletely upset all my preconceived notions of her character
that I turned froin her, annoyed with mnysclf for that I had
accepted a spurious coin for the genuine article. Our colloquial
intimacy from that moment ceased to be valuable ; it dwindled
down to indifferent compliments of the morning or evening, as
the case might have been. It then occurred to me that I had
observed oue or two circumstances. insignificant, as I deemed
them at the time, but which, when placed side by side
with her specially expressed feelings towards her husband,
brought them out into full and very disagreeable relief,

During the latter portion of Miss Frailer's cngagement at the

d a benefit last Friday. The performance was largely
attended, and the result must have given the bénéficiaire satis-
faction. The new management intend to protract the season
until November, and promise to produce several novelties.
The first of these, Girola ; or, Les Mantcaux Noirs, was per-
formed on Monday evening. This piece, originally produced at
the Avenue Theatre some two years ago, enjoyed a fair success,
owing principally to the charming impersonation of the part of
the heroine by Miss St. John, and the clever acting of Messrs
Marius and Leslie. The plot, which, if we remember rightly, is
derived from one of Scribe’s works, affords considerable scope
for humorous acting; whilst Mr Bucalossi’s music, without
being particularly ambitious or original, is graceful and melo-

‘I am, sir, yours very faithfully,
**T. ARTHUR CURTIES,”

THE RHINOCEROS SUMATRENSIS.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE ERA.

Sir,—The first rhi S is, or S rhino-
ceros, imported to Europe was purchased by me, and sold to
two of the largest importers of wild animals in the world—viz,,
William Jamrach, 0} Caleutta, London, and Liverpool, and
Charles Hagenbeck, of Hamburgh, in Germany, for the large
sum of £160. It was landed in the South West India Dock on
August 19th, 1872, from the s.s. Glengyle from Singapore, and
died September 21st, 1872, Another of the same species, a
female, was deposited in the Zoological Society’s Gardens
July 14th, 1875, and did not survive long. Another on October

th, 1878, was also deposited at the same society’s gardens, and
died alvo very shortly. The last one was anadult male, sold to
the late C. W. Rice, London and Hamburg, also a large dealer
in wild animals, and imported divect from the Malay Peninsular
by Mr, Jamrach, and sold for £100, and died April 6th, 1879,
living only seventeen days. This auimal was also deposited at
the Zoological Society’s Gardens on March 20th, 1879, where
every attention was paid to all the above animals, and since
then it has been proved by greater authorities than myself,
although not one of the leastauthorities, that they are not long
living animals, similar to the Malayan Tapia, tapirus indicus,

The species which realisel £1,250 was a new animal—i. 4
the hairy-eared rhinoceros, rhinoceros lasiotis, and to prove the
longevity of this animal it may be scen alive now at the
Zoological Society’s Gardens, Regent’s-park. This animal was
landed by me for W. Jamrach, the importer, in the Milwall
Docks on February 14th, 1872. It arrived in the s.s. Peters-
burg, Captain Black, from Calcutta, The specimen is unique,
and at that time was new to science.

The longevity of the rhinoceros unicornis, an animal worth
from £150 to £200, is proven by the diary of the Zoological
Society’s book. A female of this species was purchased from the
eminent Mr Charles Jamrach (millionaire) on June 17th, 1850,
and died December 14th, 1873, living upwards of twenty-three
years in the Society’s gardens.

A rhinoceros indaicus was brought to England by Mr Charles
J h’s son, George, and was partly owned by W. Cross, of

sang nicely, and contributed greatly to the success of the
evening. Miss Wentworth made the most of the somewhat
thankless part of the Queen; Solomon’s “Silver Line,” inter-
polated for the occasion, obtained an encore. Mr Seymour
was seen at his best as the miller Dromez, and provoked roars
of laughter by his clever acting. DMr Shackford’s King was
very fair ; and Miss Greer, who, at the eleventh hour, replaced
the tenor, unable to appear th:cugh illness, snnlgl and acted
it o M Standich wak ! i inti 1

plazgoes

who saw Mr Leslie’s Don José will ber how

dious. The piece is entirely new to Montreal, and it was prob-

ably for this reason that the first rep ion was wi I 1
a derately sized i who d pleased, several ‘l:':"f.o 0%

of the morceaur being encored. Miss Ed in the title-role | 1. iR

bicornis, or keitloa, was sold by Mr Charles
the Zoological Society, Septem-
The society possess four
I am, Sir, yours obediently,
WEEJUGGELAH.

THE ALBERT EXHIBITION PALACE. *

[———

The erection of a new place of resort after the style of tho

Crystal and Alexandra Palaces has just been completed. It is

known as the Albert Exhibition Palace, n‘ml occupies a site
to

O B
ber 11th, 1868, and is still alive.
species of rhinoceros.
August 25th, 1884,

y
funny he made the old courtier, and in the present case a great
many opportunities were lost. The orchestra was rather fecble,
and the chorus might have been better. The action dragged at
times, but this fault will probably wear off after a few perform-
ances, The most appreciated were the de of
the second act, the Castanet song in the last act, and a couple
of choruses. 4
THE Academy will reopen on 1st September, when The Lights
o’ London will'be the attraction. During the annual cloture
considerable improvements have been made both before and
behind the footlights. The stage has been partially recon-
structed and a new *“drop ” painted, whilst the auditorium has
been in the hands of the painters and u]ltholsterers. .
THr Pavilion continues to attract large audiences. This
week Newcomb’s Comedy Brilliants are appearing in sketches,
whilst the usual gymnasts and singers form part of a good
programme. 1 k
IN Toronto the People’s Theatre has been occupied by a New
York company, which performed Led Astray, East Lynne, and
kindred pieces to good houses. Miss St. Quinten’s compan;
appeared on Monday for the first time in Bunthorne Abroad.
Mr Benjough, a local journalist, has conceived the somewhat
curious idea of combining the plots and music of Pinafore,
Paticnce, and The Pirates. In Bunthorne Abroad the erew of
the Pinafore become wmsthetic, and Bunthorne eventually
marries Mabel. The music consists entirely of selections from
Sir Arthur Sullivan’s scores, but the text has been to a
considerable extent rewritten. This vol au vent @ la Sullivan
seems, however, to have found fayour. :Iahn A. Stevens is at
present appearing at the People’s in his play Zhe Unknown,
which is highly spoken of by the local press.

Extensive Robberies at the Crystal Palace.

At Lambeth Police-court, on Monduy, Jokn Bussey, a waiter,
was charged before Mr Biron, Q.C., with stealing during the
past six months dinner napkins, towels, knives, forks, and
other articles, the property of his employers, Messrs Bertram
and Roberts, the 1l-known refresh ont; rs.  He
was further charged with having in his possession, at his lody-
ingy in Hendon-street, Pimlico, several knives, t‘urk_s, table
linen, and other articles, the property of Messrs Spiers and

ond.

Detective Moss, of the P division, stated that fror'n }vhac he
heard he went to Hendon-street, Pimlico, with Mr White, who
was in the service of Messrs Dertram and Roberts. He found
the prisoner in his room, and upon searching the place found a
large number of napkins, towels, aprons, knives, and other
property, afterwards identified by Messrs Betram and Roberts.
The officer likewise found several articles belonging to Messrs
Spiers and Pond. .

l\‘\e’l;xsen told he would be charged with robbing Messrs Ber-
tram and Roberts the prisoner said he was very sorry, but that
he must have put the articles in his pocket whilst engaged at
the Crystal Palace and forgot to take themn back.

Richard William White, in the employ of Messrs Bertram
and Roberts, refreshment contractors, stated that the prisoner
had been engaged at the Palace as waiter from time to time.
The articles produced were the property of Messrs Bertram
and Roberts. The firm had large contracts for refreshments
beyond that at the Crystal Palace, aud in a short time had
been robbed to the extent of hundreds of pounds. There was
no desire to press heavily against the prisoner, but the prose-
cutors having a large number of hands in their employ felt it
necessary as an example that this wholesale system of robbery
should be put down. ) - .

Mr Biron said he quite agreed with the opinion of the wit-
ness, and in order that further inquiries should be made
directed a remand.

THE freehold property known as the Rose and Crown, Green-
wich (Umwder'.xI l\%usig Hall), in the occupation of Mr A.
Hurley, will shortly be sold by auction ; and Mr James Gearns
announces the disposal of the Bedfoid Music Hall, Camden
Town, so successfully dirceted of late years by Mr G. Fredericks,

MR GEORGE AUGUSTUS SALA will write the next Bow Bells
Christinas Annual, which will contain several short stories

illustrated by W, Ridley and John Proctor.

adjoining ¥ park. It is desi be a place of
amusement and recreation to the inhabitants of the densely
Egpulutcd districts of south and south-west London, and will

conducted as much as possible on the lines of the Crystal
Palace, but great prominence will be given to fine arts and
music. The building, like its contemporary at Sydenham, is
constructed principally of glass, but the whole of the eastern
portion is of stone, the old material forming the Courts of
Justice at Westminster, which have recently been demolished,
having been utilised in the construction of this part of the
edifice, the dimensions of which are G00ft. long and 84 wide,
The greater portion consists of a great central hall extending
from north to south, measuring nearly 500ft. This will be
devoted to fine art collections. On each side of this hall are
two immense galleries, in which a fine art collection of paintings
will be exhibit The permanent structure of stone which is
situated on the castern side facing the Battersea-park-road is
divided into a number of apartments to be utilised as dining
and refreshment rooms. The whole of the south-western
portion of the building consists of a concert hall, said to be one
of thelargest in Euvope, and this will form one of the principal
features of the building. It has a superficial area of 17,626ft.,
and will accommodate an audience of 5,000 persons, There is
also space for 800 choristers, and a space of 900 square feet has
been reserved for the celebrated Holmes organ, said to be the
ficest in the world, which is being erected here. The
structure is entircly of glass, There is a_double gallery on
each side and a single one at the end opposite the organ. ~The
management have determined to give great prominence to music,
and have already apyointed Mr A, Caldecott, Mus. Bac., Cam.,
musical director, aud that gentleman is engaged in superintend-
ing the arrangements. The palace and grounds attached oceupy
six acres, and the latter are being laid out in a very picturesque
style. It is contemplated to organise entertainments each
evening during the summer months, when the grounds will be
illuminated with clectric light, and it is believed that this will
80 a great way towards causing the Palace to become a favourite
place of resort. There are three railway stations within a
minute’s walkof the principalentrance, belonging to the London,
Brighton, and South Coast, the South-Western, and the London,
Chatham, and Dover railway companies ; the river is close at
hand, and trams and ib pass the The charg
for admission will be 6d. each person on Mondays and Satur-
days, and 1s. every other day, except Wednesday, when 2s, 6d,
will be charged. Some time must necessarily elapse hefore the
Exhibition can be thrown open to the public, but the work is
being rapidly pushed forward. At present the decoration of
the interior of the edifice is being proceeded with,

g

PRESENTATION.—Mr John Fullford, chairman at the Royal
Alhambra Music Hall, Bristol, was presented on Saturday,
August 23d, with a magnificent gold horse shoe pin, set with
corals and pearls, by Mr Fred. Harvey, the well-known vocal
comedian, as a mark of respect.

THE SOUDANESE RED 3 POOL.—A curicuy
scene was witnessed at the Liverpool Police-office on Tuesday,
when three of the Soudanese Arabs, who are with seven others
giving performances of war-dances and military exerciscs at
Alsop’s Waxworks, entered the place and demanded the inter-
ference of the authorities. Their grievance, which could be
but indistinctly gathered owing to their non-acquaintance with
the English tongue, appeared to he that they had not received
from the person to whom they had engaged themselves (not
the proprictor of the waxworks) their due share of money. The
police, of course, could do nothing beyond inducing the Arabs
to return to the waxworks, After a stormy scene with the
interpreter the cause of the trouble appeared to be to somo
extent arranged, for the performance in the evening proceeded.

Dikn, on Sunday last, after a brief illness, Mr Robert John
Powter, aged fifty-seven years, well known in the theatrical
profession, decply lamented by all kind friends. Buried at
Brompton Cemetery, Angust 27th, 1884,

Dikp, suddeuly, on the 28th iust., Elizabeth Warner, wife of
Richard Warner, theatrical agent, 11, York-road, London, S.E.
deeply regretted by all who knew her, age twenty-nine years:

Continental papers please copy.




