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SUPERMAN ANNUJU. #3 
Wa\'erider-in his search for the 
hero who will become the e\'il 
Monarch-contacts Superman 
in a future that finds him 
battling Batman and married 
to Lana Lang. 
Jurgens/ Abell/ Austin 

BATMAN ANNUJU. #15 
The year is 2001. The Joker is a 

popular TV talk show host, while 
Batman is sentenced to death for 

the murder of the Penguin! 
Grant/Fern 

S'IAR TREK ANNUAL #2 
The story Hollywood wouldn't tell: Kirk's first year 
at Starneet Academy. Chronicling some of the ma
jor innuences in his life, his first true love, and his 
humiliation at the hands of Finnegan. 
Oavid/Fry /Starr /Moo re 







Dear Mike, 
You know, after I have read normal 

comics, I usually try to describe how I 
feel. This usually takes me all of thirty 
seconds; after fifteen minutes of con· 
templation, I have come up with trus: 

I have given up after fifteen minutes 
because, should I try to continue, I am 
thinking I would end up writing home 
with Crayolas in a rubber room. 
GREEN ARROW #40 was simply ... 
indescribable. The entire team outdid 
themselves, especially Mike Grell. 
Both pen and pencil were great (sorry 
if that sounds under-graded-words 
fail me). The story was so brilliant, I'm 
framing trus copy and buying another. 
This is the sort of trung I could really 
get into: "getting a little bit invisible." 

On a closing note, this will be one of 
the few comics I won't part with for 
anything. Truly a gem in a world of 
cubic zirconiums. I love it. 

Thanks, guys. You've ma de one mis· 
erable life worth living. 

Brian Shirley 
9 Apex Ave. Belmont, Gee Long 

Victoria, AUSTRALIA 3216 

***** 
Dear Mike and Crew: 

Ooch!! GREEN ARROW #40 should 
have been handled only with highly 
insulated gloves. Hot, hot, hot! 

"Spirit Quest" was a literary and 
a rti stic masterpiece as one would 
expect with Mike Grell taking on the 
writing and artwork chores, and Steve 
and Julia lending their customary bril· 
liance. But the real heat was reserved 
for Sherwood Forum. 

Tina Phillips' splendid letter was 
skillfully and succinctly handled by 
Mike's rejoinder, but nevertheless left 
a great deal for me and other readers 
to ponder. Mike's sensitive writing 
touch, Dinah and Oliver with a child ... 
sounds irresistible to me. 

Tue Sorensen's letter piqued my 
interest as well, and may have raised 
some other eyebrows besides my own. 
Tue's views against marriage cry out 
for a response. 

To the extent that we as humans 
may have, as Tue suggests, polyga· 
mous tendencies, it is part of our mis· 
sion, I trunk, to rise above those pro· 
clivities. ·If our society were to counte· 
nance such wantonness, we would 
r a pidly deterior ate. Some may even 
suggest that we are on our way as it is. 

Marriage is just one vehicle for tran· 
scending some of our baser tendencies 
toward irresponsibility, selfishness 
and polygamy. Marriage imbues a cou
ple with the responsibilities of disci· 
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pline and control. Laws, religions and 
disciplines such as meditation, yoga 
and the Oriental martial arts all, like 
marriage, include varying degrees 
of self-mastery amo ng the goals 
promised to the ardent followers. 

If we are to reach our full potential 
as humans collectively and individual
ly, we will need to learn control-self· 
mastery-to conquer the lures of war, 
greed, promiscuity, and hate. Marriage 
is just one of the many paths to help 
toward this end. It is not easy, to be 
sure. But the prize once attained is a 
sweet one. 

Marriage is obviously not for every· 
one, but I think it is one of the institu
tions worth preserving. 

Thanks, Mike, Tina, and Tue. You 
have certainly given me and others a 
great deal to think about. 

Dear Mike-

Jan C. Childress 
82 Pierrepont St. 

Brooklyn, NY 11201 

••••• 

The first issue of GREEN ARROW I 
picked up was #40, and GREEN 
ARROW is so great that I got a few 
back issues and started my own little 
collection. 

GREEN ARROW is a beautiful book 
with good plot lines. The colors are 
especially striking ... and in spite of the 
old "you can't judge a book" line, that's 
r eally why I picked up GREEN 
ARROW in the first place! (I can never 
read a comic in which the drawings 
are bad and the hero wears a stupid· 
looking outfit. GREEN ARROW has 
excellent pictures and the outfit is the 
greatest-just the right look.) 

Since I believe I'm one of your 
younger readers (18 years), I have a 
young reader-type question for you. 
Did Green Arrow ever appear on the 
old ~super Friends" car toon show? 
I could swear I remember seeing him 
(or perhaps a similar character) on the 
show, but maybe ten years has dulled 
my memory. I do know that the Super 
Friends were all DC characters, 
though, so it's quite possible. 

I must compliment your "Sherwood 
Forum," since I am writing. It is more 
true to criticism (good and bad) than 
any letters page I've ever seen. I have 
something to say to your readers on 
the "morals and mature readers" topic 
that is so popular on this page. Rather 
than write a twenty-page letter on 
morals, leave Ollie be for a while, OK? 
Everyone will have a different point of 
view because morals are a very per· 
sonal trung. 
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Whatever works for you is OK ... 
that's your thing and Ollie's thing is 
his. And don't stab at Joe Schmoe's 
morals just because he may be more 
conservative or more liberal, unless 
you want Joe Schmoe stabbing at 
yours. 

Who gets to be the judge of what's 
right for everyone? It's not for any of 
u s to say. I think t hat's the most 
mature way to settle it. 

Keep up the good work. 
Cat Clark 

33 Lakeview Circle 
Columbia, SC 29206 

As I recall, Green Arrow 
appeared from time to time on the 
Super Powers teevee show, but 
I'm not sure about his having 
a ppeared on the Super Friends 
show that preceded it. I'm sure 
you folks out there in r eaderland 
will let us know for sure. 

• •••• 

Dear Sherwood Staff, 
GREEN ARROW #40 touched me in 

many ways, and on many different lev· 
els. I thought it was wonderful, and I 
must thank everyone involved. I find 
myself with much to say, but do not 
exactly know how to say all of it. So, 
I will try as best I can. 

From the very first page, Mike 
Grell's artwork was absolutely stun· 
ning. I was captivated by every single 
panel, and even more so by all of the 
beautifully depicted animals that 
graced the pages. I'm sure I'm not the 
only environmentalist among your 
readers, but I still have to say there is 
nothing I find more beautiful than our 
planet and its wildlife. 

Some of the scenes in this issue did 
wonders to convey that beauty, and to 
illustrate the delicate balance between 
predator and prey, producer and con
s umer, that our whole ecosystem 
hangs on. It was a wonderful study of 
life and nature , one from which I hope 
Oliver gained as much as I did. 

I was often reminded in GREEN 
ARROW #40 of the innocence of 
the animal kingdom. Violence is 
a necessity in their world , unlike 
ours. When a hawk or a wolf kills, 
for example, it is because the animal 
needs food to survive. There is 
no guilt involved, the kill is an inte· 
gral and necessary part of the preda· 
tor-prey relationship. Death is one 
of the most important factors that 
keep the delicate system of life in 
balance. 

Violence in the human world is a 
different matter, however. To kill is 
rarely necessary, nor a part of the 
struggle for survival. I'm not referring 
here to the death of an animal to feed 
a human. That is an entirely different 
topic upon which I could spend anoth· 
er whole letter discussing. What I am 
referring to is the violence that occurs 
all too often in the real world, and 
that is appropriately reflected in comic 
books dealing with that world. 

The only incident of human violence 
in this issue, however, was Ollie's con· 
flict with a mechanic's wrench early in 
the story. I wonder if Mike didn't 
intend this as some sort of allegory. 
We see how obviously futile it is to 
become angry with an inanimate tool, 
but why is it any less ridiculous to 
become angry with a fe ll ow man? 
Ironically, a man shouting obscenities 
at a monkey wrench probably has a 
greater chance of getting an intelli· 
gent response than do his neighbors 
who use the same words with each 
other. It's enough to make a person 
wonder if the human species really is 
the more intelligent one. 

Take t he bear, for example. I was 
struck with a strange feeling of coinci
dence when I read the parable of his 
wisdom. I had purchased GREEN 
ARROW #40 shortly after helping a 
friend write an essay about the envi· 
ronment, and I had offered her the 
argument that there is nothing more 
harmful to our world than the notion 
of countries and borders, for they lead 
us to believe that the land is ours to 
exploit. As an example, I mentioned 
the song "This Land Is Your Land." 
Although I am certain Mr. Guthrie 
had only the best intentions when he 
wrote the tune, it takes on a different 
meaning in today's world of increased 
environmental awareness. 

It's time we realized that this land 
does not belong to you and me, but 
that we instead belong to it. The land 
has been here longer than we have, 
and providing we don't screw things 
up too badly, it will remain here long 
after we pass away. As Mike Grell 
stated, the bear dies, but the land goes 
on without him. When we die, our 
children will live off the land we leave 
behind. It would be wise of us to start 
taking care of it for them now, and 
give them a greener world than the 
one that was handed down to us. 

Thank you once again, Mr. Grell, for 
another entertaining and enlightening 
issue. Stories like these are what 
make GREEN ARROW such an enjoy· 
able title for me to read. I will look for· 
ward to reading more of your out
standing work as I continue to follow 
Ollie on his journeys. 

Dear Mike: 

Johann P. Fischer 
503 Kohler Hall 
718 E. Alton St. 

Appleton, WI 54911 

•••• • 

Re: GREEN ARROW#40 
From the bottom of my heart

THANK YOU. This book, this issue is 
a great masterpiece. From the cover to 
the last panel, it has Mr. Grell's touch. 
It shows that he is really in touch with 

what Green Arrow is. I would really 
like for Mike to autograph this issue 
for me, it moved me that much. I'm 
still in awe. 

Dear Mike, 

'lbdd A. Velchek 
4007 Newcastle 

Decatur, IL 62526 

•• • •• 

I've been a GREEN ARROW fan 
since my youth, and a faithful reader 
since THE LONGBOW HUNTERS, 
but this is the first time I've ever been 
so moved by an issue that I felt I had 
to write. The cover on issue #40 was 
the best that I've ever seen, and I've 
seen thousands! The mysterious, 
haunting image of the shaman was so 
great .. . the artwork was very rich in its 
expressiveness and powers. My own 
artwork is derived from Native 
American spiritual themes, so this 
had a profound effect on me. 

Inside, the story of Ollie's quest and 
the successful compilation of various 
tribes' beliefs made for a very moving 
story. It's nice to know that there is at 
least one comic out there in the main· 
stream that isn't afraid to tackle new 
approaches to its artwork and writing. 

Please continue your socio-political 
issues, too. This compilation of timely 
topics, and extremely sensitive artwork 
makes GREEN ARROW the best comic 
on the market today. Kudos to your 
entire staff and keep up a great job! 

• •• • • 
Dear people, 

Eric Donaldson 
Cedarville, IL 

Quite often GREEN ARROW makes 
me think; hardly ever does it make 
me react in writing. Your latest story· 
line and its quite blatant patriotic 
tone, however, prompts me to write 
this letter. 

Because of my training as an rusto· 
rian I feel the urge to quote all the rei· 
evant passages which make me write 

tism. As far as I know, Mike Grell 
went to Vietnam for his country, cor· 
rect me if I'm wrong, so I've got a bit of 
a bad conscience saying this about his 
book-a single-minded patriotism, the 
adoration of a national flag, the pur· 
suit of the American Dream, will not 
solve the Earth's problems. 

Now is the time to cross frontiers
nay, to tear them down and to realize 
that we are one people. I believe in the 
power of the individual to achieve this. 
Flags, historical symbols and canon· 
ized. patriotism will be the weapons of 
the forces of chauvinistic nationalism 
(I know I'm being redundant, but what 
the hell). 

If I think of the German flag I think 
of the socililly motivated civil wars of 
the 1520s. There it was raised by 
oppressed protestant farmers against 
their superiors, the figureheads of the 
established social ruerarchy. Now I'm 
not so sure what it is supposed to 
stand for. 

lf·we are to save the Earth from 
mankind while also saving human· 
kind, we need new symbols to replace 
the old receptacles of faith. 

Just speaking of Oliver Queen's 
character I was surprised to find this 
particular motivation for his actions. 
But then again- he is 45 years old. 
I can't blame him. It is difficult to 
break the mold of tradition and 
upbringing. I don't trunk I can, but I 
hope I will never give up fighting. 

GREEN ARROW is my second 
favorite Americim comic book. 
GrimJack rules. So that you know 
who wrote trus: I'm 29, male, teaching 
English and History and fighting. 

Thanks for listening. 
RalfPtok 

Bremerstr. 4 2300 Kiel 1 
GERMANY 

For the record: Mike indeed is a 
veteran of the Vietnam conflict. 

••••• 
these lines, but I don't want to bore NEXT MONTH we conclude our 
you. You know what you've written. African three·parter-same Arrow· 

I'm annoyed about Oliver Queen's time, same Arrow-station. 
patriotic motivation for his vigilan· -Mike Gold 
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ONE THING HAS 
INFLUENCED EVERY 

PRESIDENTIAL 
DEQSION IN THE 

HISTORY OF 
THE UNITED STATES. 

The Constitution. 
For 200 years, through war, the Depression, 

even civil unrest, the Constitution has influenced 
every Presidential decision. 

It's what the framers of our Constitution 
wanted. They knew what it was like to live in a country 
governed by a king. So when our Founding Fathers 
created the Constitution they wrote Article Two 
specifically to define the powers of the Presidency. 

To take a closer look at one of history's 
most important job descriptions, send for a free 
information kit which contains a copy of the 
Constitution. Write: Constitution, Washington, l~\ 

399 
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THE CONSTilUfiON 
The words we live by m 




