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Rhino conservation in Assam

B Bibhab Kumar Talukdar

he conservation of rhi-

nos in Assam has besn

facing an uphill task and

renewed challenges
since 2012 with the rhino poaching
figure crossing 40 in 2013 in As-
sam. Various efforts taken by the
government since 2012 so far have
not been able to reverse the trend
of increasing rhino poaching in As-
sam. The rhino poaching in Assam,
especially in and around Kaziranga,
witnessed an upsurge from Sep-
tember 2012 prompting the Assam
Government to reinforce the
frontline protection measures by
sending hundreds of fawans of the
Assam Forest Protection Force
with semi-automatic rifles to fight
against the poachers.

The poachers too are becoming
tactical and are trying to hit inareas
where they might have found lacu-
nae in the protection regime of the
Kaziranga National Park authorities.
If we analyze the poaching trend in
Kaziranga National Park, organized
poachers are targeting the eastern
part of the Park and in Burapahar
and Kukurakata forests areas.
Poachers also seem to keep a con-
stant watch on stray rhinos going
towards the sand dunes in the
Erahmaputra (chaperi) outside the
current area of the Kaziranga Na-
tional Park and try to eliminate some
of those stray rhinos to take the horn
for illegal trade in the intermational
market. When the rhinos stray out
of the national park. it becomes easy
prey to the poachers and for the
protection of these stray rhinos, the
Government of Assam should
strengthen the protection measures
in the fringe areas of Kaziranga
where the rhinos often stray out.

The Government of Assam should
form a rapid response team com-

WwotTying issue as the rhino happens
to be a remarkable cultural heritage
to the people of Assam.
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Rs 75.000.Suchoffences MoONths in Nepal is a testament species, and explore
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use firearms to all the for-
est officers for the protec-
tion of the forests and
wildlife in the State under
the provision of the
Criminal Procedure Code
1973. Immunity from prosecution
without prior government sanction
has alsobeen granted to them in case
of use of firearms by them in course
of discharging their duty. This has
given a big morale boost to the for-
est staff engaged in the rhino protec-
tion work. However, despite such
nitiatives, the ncreasing trend of
rhino poaching in Assam could not
be reversed so far which is mdeed a

enforcement agencies in Nepal
in the fight against rhino
poaching.

number of populations increases;

O urgently study the degradation
of the rhino habitats due to invasive
alien species, and design and imple-
ment management interventions to
recaver prime rhino habitats;

O achieve the goal of a 3% an-
nual inerease inrhing population, the
establishment of new populations
within the former ranges will be
essential for each species. This re-
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tional forum, the gov-
ernments of India,
Indonesia, Malaysia,
Bhutan and Nepal
have all agreed to the
2010-2020 Strategic
Target 12 on preventing extinctions
of species like the rhinos. Nepal has
been successful in checking rhino
poaching in their protected areas in
the past three years. That only one
rhino has been poached in the last 20
months in Nepal is a testament to
the increased investments by the
CGovernment and enhanced coordi-
nation between law enforcement

agencies in Nepal in the fight agninst
Regular flow of fund to the rhino
bearing areas has to be ensured by
the Government so that the field
officers can exerase their duties
effectively. In Assam, the Govern-
ment fund release system to the
rhino bearing areas are always late
and even as of date, sizeable ap-
proved funds for rhinos are being
held by the Finance Department of
Assam which is hampering the rhino
protection to a great extent.
Strict anti-poaching operations
need to be in place in order to re-
duce rhino poaching in Assam as
close to zero as possible. Crime
prevention is the responsibility of
governments and as such effective
and suitably intense anti-poaching
operations should be supported by
governments. Crime prevention
efforts should be monitored for ef-
fort, coverage and efficiency. The
Government must put more en-
ergy in ensuring enhance convic-
tion of rhino poachers in Assam to
deter rhino poaching attempts.
Unless conviction is not achieved
under the existing laws protect-
ing the rhinos, reversing the
trend of increasing rhino poach-
ing will continue to remain as a
distant dream. For those that ille-
gally kill rhinos or trade in rhino
parts, the consequences of break-
ing the law need to be serious.
This requires rapid criminal inves-
tigations and tough penalties that
are enforced consistently through
the courts. The Judiciary in As-
sam should actively think of set-
ting up first track courts to deal
with the rhino poaching cases in
order to ensure the survival of the
rhinos not only for our generation,
but for the generations to come.
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