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SOME REMINDERS FROM THE PAST 
• • • 8 . 8lST" 

The 8~lllh Introduced orglnlnd 
IooMtl~ In eo '11"'_ boK:k In 1~. &.it Ihor8 
110 ,00II11"11 "" ...:ord 10 ndicII\It '* 1M' .. I 
.-.I " IIliO ••••• oI-...idlif1l_ high on 1IWio' 
.,oa. They did _ • Il0000,,,110.. lor 
I'v*Ig. -..g _ fill .... They ..... 

i I r 'U._ .. 'iei"poo .... aol' I' S'''_ 
_ vMouI ot. wid ••• h _ tMna. 

Tl .. """' . . ... t.gIn ..... 'r.b ' "'GIg«' 
!hIo'II .... wIIh 'gerM IIIIfIIIlIIItI*In !he gc."'.,._ ...... " 'I j 100 1111 ,.......:to of tile 
-g. .... ' 11110 ,.1sI;ed cu. .. 1M ;0 ........... . 

foreIlII ....... lor .. _ng .g ..... - In .... ....... 
IorMt .,.. __ II.., ~.i«l, WId IN 
, $ oooitIiit) lor ... 100 ... 'II ~ .... '-II by 
" ... 1O""'loCoIlMI_ ....... ~ 

'gIIN' II .. ",' _lei up In .. wty pwt or ""1'. : 'hcenwry.-. ... , ";101"_ 
'glOM' or-- ..., 10 • V Ij"~ 'IvIIIrV ... 
'coo IU',IIIon'; end .goo .... .... ,,,,,' 10 ''' __ '*'' _ 'N._ Pet1<f,', TlMo 
~ .. f ! ,from'prM .... _'.oflO 'y"'" 
~' hM wIb Itl l l _ . adk;aI 

chWIOM In 1he 00"0:"1"-•.. WI .,..., polk} I • 
.. 10110 -.d by !he _ 0li'l<6 • ...,., ,d __ 
_ ling In compete 'about",,",," , In _ 

h cMrVI_ 111111111 ...... 'U __ 
... 1' .......... 01".1 .... _ .... , : Q d"G 
he"I", ... The •• we •• I lIa C .... 01 
~ IDII ... 111 .... l1li '_I.? 
Some _i, ' !rom'" t' ,01 AS .. .-......i .. ~ In _ P 1QiIIII_ .. II I oIId 
_1O ....... _poinII.. 

TlprC'n." .. ~'n 
TIger lillie NlItionelMimalollndill. ThII 

• ..,_.~ 1p8( · ... odoettlheh~ 
.... flo., UI'Id ... SdIed ...... 01 lIMo ' ....... 11 
(P,UI6Ub,)Aa, 1972. In 1973. Go'.'. i ",~01 
IrdII .... _ P'e:+o<::i TVo<' ItId Nt up • 

nelWorIc 01 How .......... In !he ocunlry lor 
.. OIeCti!g 1IgerI ..... _ habitats. Thon .. 
two I;ig.- _ II W..t Bengal. viz. 811M 
..... SLo \doo t. • . ThII CerrIr1II .. wei ... tt. 
Slate Go •• ,., au II!*'Id a..g. .......... 01 
"".,. ~ .... on .. .... ,IItiooL ThII 
4 • • ,. oepop ' " '01 .... _01 .. ..-
....,.. " -.t , ... I_1n tt. _In 
fill' •• <4' • • __ ~ ................ 
;.at IJItq 11170. ~_ bIIr4I penec;!oIIIICIln 
Well B, tgIII ~ .. IoI.teo. ~ ....... 

"Ill" - . 
In u... fofwli of NatI1 

~~ 

.... 0' .. _ ._ ....... _0' ••• Cu .... • • ..-



~<I-' Ok! 1M Detl on .... ntlng oomo 
100 In? TM QUII~~' l«G,IW pettmrt i'i 
...... 1i .. "' .. ~k>wpnp, ' ."' __ 
... now find ... (k&:Qo TIller "I , .. .-.I .,.".. 
__ '" NOftII Bet IQIII. 

,n 'h , Sund"bonl. \ig" wu 
.... __ ed , 'pest' • ~ ~ b .... ' 
__ • .-.Ipoeed_ .. ......,IJe. The 

b • 1 __ ..... relo'*i"lg .... h ... "" 
ware 01 eliminlting iI* pell DulIng 1Il05-06. 
the aa..'ilMnc _ , _rd 01 Ra. 60 eectI 
1or1lgerl __ oI .. P .F_ ..... Ra-

100 -" lor _1dIs:I '" 1M _ 011 "' .. 
~ IihM tt.t oller might irId<Ice IoceI 
..,..,...., 10 try .... Iuc:t<. By 190&-09. tt.t 
.aM!) 01 "",...-ung iICIete 1n the Sund_ 
"'1Oaa.,,,,,.~ .. :!Io ... IM ~'" ,01 
.. il d ...... ~ 0I1IgerI1O 
Ra.200 ....... _otIooi of ihia ; ... , " 1 

_rd 10 "" _ ilMtion. The eor-vnor 
of Fml" 01 9anga1 _ .. lelia".", 
i.i,..qon"~IIgerI1n ............. 
Iepo!llor 1901.()(1: "tNo """ .... ~ _li'i" KIlt*- coupe 01_" '**'" 
was odt po ... ibod by 1M porttIrIQ down 01 
pOiIonad __ ... belavad 10 ........ 

__ lor one or two 01 .. ""* 
*WI I ..... i , Od>a<, , .. ".It"""1111 
b ........ or ...... "' __ ..-._-' 
from '" number or IfI* taken by them. 
probably ,*"ed GiMtrMlem I 10M 01 
_, .... Ra.2SJlOO . .... ...
.... l' • •• The ..... """'" or ll1Q&.r09 

",+1 : ... 'oI:hs", He "ood"""' ..... : 
"Ellena ...... _ to ds"oy oamI 01 ~ 
_I by I .OJ PIth 01 fIKiHuC .... _ 
seiling """'" _ ................ i_ •. buI 
.. ",",..., _ not. \II CI'iWlgIO tho 
~ boIoIg IIoo<Jod toy.,..t¢ng_ ... be 
_ 0\)11'" '" tho DDICI AlAaoe, ''''' ahouI<I be 
.0' ..... ,. 

The'· 

.... c. Gupll. IOhl""'Y of iho ''''' .... Foree! 
s.vA, gI¥M It\ idM .elQI,iIIM figerllIIIod 01' 
bpp,"" in .... odii d Suo",,"b? bob • 
~ id&j:a """ a ': 

1881:32 : 3 
1883:34 : e 
l1lO7-a1 : " 
,911-12 : 61 
101"-15 : 31 
1915-16 : 33 

Ntttt ~rv;e. lila ~ or 
liOn ~ 1n tho SW"""'bs. como down 
s" ,. .i (23 ligon __ -., til 
l1M7~ .-.I 1~ ..... 811ger1 bel' 
1Q65.M.-.I 19n_n)'. 8utiho~ ... lbi 01 
"" IarooI o/Ik)Oj, 10 IJ8IItd 01' ligon '" i eft 1 .... 
",thofod,*troo"." ... __ toerogl,Iood1n 
.. ...,. _ .... "0= IitJnIing in iho , : let 01 
~. The"""'" """'" lor l11ti7~ 
noteo Itwt -ng.s 01 tho Sundllrbe"' .... born 
.....-.. .-.IMbooJoi ... i nrylOocIcopt 
,pedIol .... thodl (V'Hunl) lot :hel, 
~ I.:" of""ltI;IUbIomlk. I'" 
tho _''''OJ =-. NoiS .d _ poIcI ctumg 
1ho )'OS" lor 1M ~ 01 ......... tero e. 
r()r'I4I cu.*I be 1o:I'ed.' SuodinbS" doopI?e" 
.. _ ..... ~+I •• IdOWll"e-.y, __ 1,' ",,,!hi lot of ..... ?Igor 

•• '"' "",,,, .. countrY In 191)1 
Refentng to iho MInI 01' 1igIn. ~. l.R. 
Faa , .......... ""'*' 01' .. 1 ..... CM 
S .ice. _ in .... I'OIXIII (11M3) 10 trw 
Goo ... i •• 01' B, iQIiI: "It '" II •• , "1;)1 1 

oIcuill. " i_ ~ CSJo6d .. .......,., 01 
IigIn In ~ to dill.i ..... lor wam 01' Ito 
;;~i~~ ........ hN'iIa. ad tt+'I 10 Itt100 
ebb: _.., tong • "" ar-t bioi ......... 
8s1Qlll ..... "" SUo_II ,,"i., tho_ 
!hat 1M 'Iigw wi beCOii& ti.1IId 01 _ 
UI'iCOllllllOll '" i.i"""' ......... , _ W"' 
BeilQlllolll __ 11"'1 b Ie 01' ......... 
B. IQIII ad .. Suo 1 b? ...... _ 

" 



""""" .. _-.a: ... uncommonlnlhaml 

Tribool Hunting 

• 
~.P<>or oondltion 01 'oOildlile In Ihe pmate 

Ioo w ll 0( southern Well SengaI.:>gIIQed Ihe 
attention aI foreeI crfIi<::<n ii Ihe eerty 1950s. 
The ""nUll ftpMforlQ52-53 ~ Ih&I: "It 
would bit llarah bill not ~0C0IT8Cf1O l8ylhallhe 
local people ......., lI1e~ ftIreoII _ wiped 

OUI the g8me. AI pteMnt lite Sanlhe .... 
the ....,..1 01 hlmlln I"edatoo .. On oocaslon, 
t." ""_ oIlham accompanlad by !heir parl8h 
dogI _ armed with 86 _ of aude 
weapon_ would erwp through the Iores\ 
petdlee In along oondl'llJOl.lll A .... _ desrn:>y 
rNflrIlhlng In front of them. EYWlIhe sma .... 
t*dI _ ma .... not . ""red: The report 
fUl1hef scates;" - The ~ under pofvaIe 
OWIIet$Np In Ihe (Mktlap<n) (1M""" I\aWlg 
been cut on V«Y _ ,oIallo". _...,ua/y 
bum! by SanIhoIs _ o1tIer eboo"'" II'
-.deple!edolgeme-", The fins! we ... 
IIOOIl taken fNfII by ilia FOf'W Department 
"'-Ihe prtlYloIonI cllhe WIllfB''9I1 ellale 
"""'_ f\d. 1953. But lite position did not 
mprove. The lII1nuai report for 195~ 
mentions Ihal: .-An ...... UbaI ""nil ii Ihe 
Idlesl 1""1 01 !hi yeo, continue to do ..... _.bIe damage IOronost. .. wel u_, 
'VoioeIe .. derhens'. The key 10 our $tfOOKI 

Ie, In the dwelopment 01 000T8Gt ldIiIudM In 
the people IIIla~.· The topic _ one of IIIe 

1IBI1ies1 Is., ... tallen up by lI1e Slate .... 'IdIi'" 
Board cons~1u\e(I In 1955, But noIhing 
happene<I_ K was"'-In Ihe amual report 
for 19S5 66 thai: "- trbaI t.JnlI cI .... ouaI 
dimension .ra permitted urKIer go SFi'_ 
ble$Sing$ _ry year 10 ao;oo",o:xIa!e lIIe .,.. 
calild IIIlaI WilkO ••. By !he """ra 01 INa 
'SIIi_. nothing ...... 1'"' "'d to ourvlwlandlhe 
.... H <31 b& _ imagined thon written or 
_ .·Th . . ......... reportforI912-73~ed: 
·,....00' ShI_ 01 aI. Ihe dI""""" 01 !NIl 
(SaoJIham) Circle kJI ... ldlife t ~, with bows 
..., .pows and wdl guns indiecrim0181eiy, 

• R.r.JoumoI ala.rogoI_ -.,.. ti l \). AprIl, 1Il0l8. 

u""",, Ihe pretax! oIlI1bot1 hunt. All pouIbla 
IIeps are being taken 10 .... ighten them 
1hrough pWI;c;!y about the aIIe, .. rJecls . 
ADpe ..... lIy. !hey COIkI not (:lire less for 
posIartty." I kl_, .-. In lIIe year 2006 !hili 
PIOPIllIn q'",''on remIIn to be enllghlBned. 
T rbtil"ornting in South Bengal "'" ,tit .. el. albeit 
on. toi'O$..nat reduced teai&-thankilO the 
_ .. OIWtlb, ... ",i_ """rating in !hili 
IIOIothem _1IenQI1_...., becau .. 1here 

;. not muc!1 wiidlife loft to be ho.ortacl. The iss"" 
is roo Ir:nger .hertsed In the meeting. 0I1h!I 
State ....,klile """'""'Y_I 
Co. ,1d_forWlIdIH. 

oa,IO: ... are alec> among !he most 

tab<! about -.... with ragIII"d to wldife 
management i"o Wes1 Bengal. pricuIarty i"o 
the oonte'" 01 human .... ~8nl oonn~. 
Fragmentll1lon 01 be .. for e_, 01 .... 
C11s1w1n!he nlnet ,6, ccnlI.oy:deMeol&liuo, 
10' u<>derta~lng deyelopmental pl(ljec<. 
~"''''''1aIaIy aile, the 1rIdepand\IIICl; aro::l 
C1~ 11stomen\ 01 army CII"luI.' ..... cIt&r!hlll 
Sino-Indio _r In ,962 are the major lIu;lor. 
lNdilg 10 loss 01 hatJitlllllor elephel1ll ana 
OIlIer onega-/aLOl. In NorIh Bengal .. d !hili 
-.. of _, normal paths 01 ".., .... nent. 
Bulthe FOI"CI1 ClepBrtm«1I hn ""'" m_ ill 
own conIr'b.oIion 10 the 10$$ 01 ... rIdoo. n the 
loIow~ og re.......u b)I Sttl AC. GUpts woukl -, 

"The Kumanl forest. __ ... II
Id< In Rongo compe'b"61~ No., on the loft 
bank oIthe NuxaI KhoIa Ioas been generation, 
pest, • ffIII<Iezvout for ....... 01 IIIIrb/vofe 
animals I\-an!he .:Ijoinlng Bl"oItan, the fool hli 
IoreIIIs of Keimpoo og _ the lI"thClt end of!hlll 
Tondulorest. Tharelsnoothersall:4icklO_ 
ilia anlmall oI_lotasIII. UpIO Ihe OuIb .... k 
01 Wortd WIIr II the unctiIy oIthe ... ft.IIck_. 
,...,......tad._""'ny~.n_pelll. 

converged 10 the Plall-lick Ilom ... ~I 
dnctI<>nA IIwQugh .,.,..... /oreS!. The,. __ • 

IIIrge o:ncome 01 wild anlmols, Seft\8n15. 

- ,;,---



gaur, sam",,",r, dIeaIaI, muntjac _ OIIIefl, 10 
be -. In !he pollCiloclll of !he saft.llct< _ .. 
........ istanteor-vator .. ,;ng in tt.-parll 
IIOrI'I& 30 )'Nfl ago, I remetrber I used 10 be 
aIrakI _ 10 appr..m !he sall-lld<. ThfI war 

po,ed to be IhII undoing c( 1IIIIrl)' IhIrqI. nI 
!he pnosaMllion of wid life was 0fII among 
lllese. Throwl"" Ihe basic p<lnci~e of 
"""'''9'''''''''' 01_ end 01 wild 1118 10 IN 
wlncIII, moat acce .. 1bIe parII of i\:oresIlI __ 
lIINIviy axploUd, and larve _ringe __ 
mad, all <r<et b' Ia/:lou' Ion:e e8IabIisIImen1S. 
Thll _ 01 urtlalanoed action 10_ lor 
savenol yaafI _, ilia termination 0I!he war In 
19015, _, very orut IIMI DI damage was 
<10/1$. - &wI.w. o:l6IIr"~ ..... M&de in 
KumanI Block oIorog !he 9""'" patha, a IatQI! 
_ring .... mada failly _ 10 ilia .... .fcIc 
_ a form Wlage Mlablilhed !herein. and 
IInaIIy \he Rongo 8Iock in ..... io:h \he .... .fcIc 
OCCUfl was u._" .. j to !he Ilir8cUInIIe of 
Cali''''''''' MId IrDlstries for!he aJltivaIIon of 
meoIicilllil pia ... II I ,. strMlge !hat in IN 
Working Plan lot the management of 
KIIIlmllOfl$l foreOlS, _ was drawn updurlng 
!he years, 1948 and 1947, ..:I which 
pnosoibed the _,"fetingl in Kumani Block. 
no pn:wision was ....... male lot !he e>do,tion 
01 _ str¥6 oIorog !he penna"""t game 
palhl leading to ilia saIt-lic:l! to _ a. 
1XiII'i<Io<s. WlJI8 <leeing wth nature h ...... 
~ Irs often oIla'_chi'Ig ~UiIi'ICe. 
MId ilia damage """" done may prtM!I dlftlcuK 
to ""","". The _ ..... ' .. ated lbove """"" 
prove that the action. Iaken iMf • period of 
time wa'" bleed ,-.. on • iIOUtId IoeIII 
kiiCWledge nor on knowladgoe ofilia IirwI of 
nolurs." 
PIC . I$d"'-
During IN 192011h11 IIoodI of IN 88_ 
..... deabOIed • large ""rI olIN bealS of 
Balapara and BMab_ unde, ilia _ 
Range of Buxa or.:: , CCIIlv.ting k r.to IatQI! 
sbeld_ of _JIIIIh II ..... This Ifill had 

contInuty with IN .......,. of Assam and 
l upportad luch Important Ipeclel II 
rhirwx:w1A: tiger, __ , gIIUf, wid b<iftalo, 
pigmy I'oogs end Bengal /Io:orIQ;on. The forest 
_. mad. 8I>fiCIII allons to _ IhIiI 

IIVlnnlh Ire .. lor trn "op' Ind 
experimented with ... rious oombinolioo of """ 
spec 'es_ In Ja ...... ry 1954, SM V_So Rao, 
eon ........ tot of Fo ..... ts, Ncr.Jw" Cif'Ia, 
0>specteIIU- forwts. In hit inspectioo. _', 
he referred 10 gres\lea ea 'trooblatoma 
_fl" In !he pIIImmJons and extoIIad IhIiI 
virtue of ./anI1 for being efficacious In 
ilUpprassinu ~, II. 1~IIy, In \he ....... 
Inspa<::fion Note: h' also wrote about IN 
poatblily 01 eslabllohlng • game IIIIC:Iuay .. 
Bt"dke R..ge. A pooposal .... acaKdlrVY 
initiated by \he For-es1 OioeclOo81i1. 8u1 ~ wal 
not 8OOII!'Ied for!he .... son gMIn In!he aMUal 
rep>rt 01 1953-S4: "It hila -. dllCldedlhllt al 
thol Bh".ka fonosta (8.alall"rs"Barabllha 
region) Ir;:.ys. me8SUra 01 plOIiI(tioo" bIoing 
out 0I!he WfIIj, (It) need not be OO<IIIkkorsd for. 
sanctuary )Jot yet: ThfI propoal .... I'IvIved 
In 1956-57 but. p<8iIUIIIItbIy, not pullUed. In IhIiI 
IoIowinu )'Nfl, replacement of 178_ with 
JIruI,T .... andothartree.peoll oontI ..... 8<I. ln 
F..m..ryl963, when BW<II11ger Rea.ve wal 
eal. 1«08<1, Bt"dke had loll II 110 178 .. llndl 
and most DI 11$ megll-la ... a exoept 8 lew 
Blephllnte and Q8I6 vlo/IIng """",k)naIIy Ii'om 
Assam. Thoi .... WII nolo:on_ fit to boo 
Ind\.IcIIId In IhIiI Buxa sanctu8ry. ThfIloony of IhIiI 
situIotion reeppeered ,_,1Iy when • senior 
IorIIt oIIIcIr pIl" ad !hat rtinoc8roII slnJld 
be_ln __ and. hIIbIIId 

IIIouId be a . t ld for \ham by replacing Ir," aopawlthg' 1St 
Thoi Wildlife (PouIectIon)Act, 1972 doll 

not pn:Mcle for i!OSI8bIieIvnent of lInojJ<liary 
sanctuaries. But such a practice _ i'i -..ooue 
prior \I) tho i idepende"",," Th"'" tempota/)' 
sa_riel __ IIIIIInllllnlld by !he Foraort 
Oepio b" .. t at Bhutri (8 sq mil8~ PiII18 (5 sq 

'~.·.,~~'_of!lh1 V.& _ Cu __ of F" ___ ".a.' ••••• ~ _ BoneoI (111Mf) 



mle); ..:I GaIlwba"", (15""1 mll)-all under 
Bu:cII DMlIcn, from 4.9 .35 to 30.9.38. "'" 
IIIMI -.. quile rich in wid an"""" inckJding 
tigers. Tht reason rornot <)Onlin"",,_ tI>oI6e 
__ rIM II not known. One J)<l8AIIH """"'" 

could belheonuloflhe World war~1. In 1951 , _ ror.n ___ brt>I¥ll I.OIder 1tIe .-y 
created CoocI"behar OM..,., IItId "tljecIed to 
r.guIAr IoMAIry opItIItioM MId fJiltlild I'I\OIIIy 
~111 aM. Tht _. ail<> outferecI MeW" on 
ao::wnl of illegal leli""" canied ou1 by 1tl8 
workers oIlhe ~ioilliliO Ie8 eSlates. In 1990. 
lhelomsl bIockIoiRang!lmllll, Bhamabarl..:l 
BI>J1rI (41 .20 ""I km) ~ nutified a a 
_ary and made a pal 011111 Bu:cII roger 
~~. But ~ ... too Ia1e by1hatli'ne. ""
_II, which no longer IIIIIIt8in tigers or !heir 
pal' lpe ' I. had \0 be excluded from 1tl8 
Critical r I\I$f HabiIat of BWUI r Iller Reserw .s 
MOOed by Ihe Slate Gove ".,.,11n 2001. 

Jaldapo'" Mnctuery. situated OIl Ihe 
fIoud.pIaint 0I1he ~ TorNo .. i.O"'dobIediy Ihe 
prldeolw.t Bengal. Tht tll)uller-lb __ 01 
Ihe MncIUaty.nd Ihe .lIeiidanl prubIerM uI 
I' ,·, .. 'uI""' ........ lnd_wlld""lmIII. 
in Ihe 1WO legs on 1he 80UIhem 1mge _ 
engagad lIIe aUanllun ul l ucceulva 
geo. __ oIwldl'ema""11"'8- During 1935-
36. en Idea woe ,uu<Aed to <)Onl<ildllte Ihe 
_ary by ecquii"" 1ha 101."". biI oIlend 
toetvo .. enlhellilU •. T .... en ...... , "'I'U'Iof1hat 
rar ....... d.' "The ""- of Ihe Jalclllpano 
RlliroucaRlll Se"""-'Y. wt1icIo .. in 1IIa form 01. 
~ fork with vilage cuI\IYation In Ihe 
cIe/I," notldaal..:l .. iii. head ulgs""" h 1hfo 
_~ .... .. , . 'ltRliItI.~ _ to cIaeh 
_ • decWun"';l _ 10 be made UtII W8)I or 
!he 0Iher-. .... !his _ ..... Is one of llie r.... 
remalt*Ig in Bengal -Mleralhe ""' ........ 11 to 
be found .-- _ .. !he khaa aJillvation _ 
........ 1*1 IloIpuor",,'ily. H "",,1d....,1hat 
h ... bebesr""""'''pUSlibleto_1hfo 
whul . block enclused In the lurk ." 
lkifurtunalely, Ilia PI """"., <III nuI...-taiIze. 

no. PI"l""'e! we. f9V1>'8d in 1955-56. Tho 
llill!terwel Nj>UtIedy Iytng pendi'ig _I Ihe 
Deputy Conmiosioner of JaIpaig"; in 1951-68. 
no. idee we. iIndoosed by !he Slate Wldife 
Buard. The Rhlnu Inquiry Cummltta. 
appointed by !he Stall Gu.emmenl h 1ST:! 
iiIso """"""*" Ihe acquisition 0I1he land 
in quellllon. A lot 01 w_ has IIown down Ihe 
TOfU .1I'oef11935--38, but IIIfI j'J(OpO&Il Mmaln. 
a dlSlant aeam fur Ihe monagon of Jaldapano 
Mnctuory. 

AlPl0","'I, _ BengeI_ noI_ 
eny PruIec:1ed ArBII ;, Ihe bicr<;OiiI<IgIeptic 
province 6B (Daccan Penin l ula·Chotta 
Nagru) fflPi: 98 ,ted by !he IutesIS 01 Ihe 
IUUIhem We.1 Bengal. Tlill W.. nul • 

deliberele omiNlon. A PI_' iii II1II up I 
sanctuory al BeIpehati oYer.bout 150 ""I rnilel 
Of 10le.led 'IU (IOC.lly known as 
MayufjtI8rNi) ...... nd the IrI--juncIIun uI Ihe 
dislricts 01 P\wI"'. Blink ..... Ind Midnapuno 
was put forweod by tIoe I'orwt 0""-1 in 1956-
56. no. ,II <ani IIi'itiIlII fepor1 alale<l theI: 
"Thafe ........ tcIII uI parentile! wellt in !hi. 
""'" _,.. be ->" useful fur wldlile." Tho 
propose!. _ had the ~ oIlhe State 
Wildlife Bowd, we. inlllally kepi pending ... Ihe Ieg.' Iurmol_ to decI.re ilia ...... II 
po"_ or nooeMid ""alto were nul yet 
oo~. no. p'O!l'lNilwas ..... evan<blng 
!he 1~ bul ~ oouI<I nul ~ Implemented on 
the 9ftiUnd tho!"_ bl9QMllImitInIJ _ 10 
IC8ICty 01 _r. _lwIIr weter-toolas .... 
Ihem ... lliare.re 1II0agea.,,' T .... pOjkM8l we. 
revived In NUYII_ 1978 when Ihe Indlon 
BuanlIor WikIife adYiHd Ihe 000. .... ' ... 11 of 
west e 8 ogaI to toe( up May.o~hama sal"l(:!oMry 
n Mid"""", dlslrlct .nd link K iii Oama 
Se_ry h Bihar (now Jha_). Bul 
notIjng matarialisa:l. Vel enolher .rdorMo , ...... 
to!he Idee oflhe Meyu.,.ama sanc\l.I8Irycamo 
from Ihe AslIn Elephant Speelalilt GtuLII> ullhe 
IUCN in Ihe 19BOa. Tliisli'ne ilia nomblircl 
biotk ... said to be problem 01 n:oIoca!ing I 

- , •. ---



large number 01 h __ had In ilia 
mearrooNle uopped up In !he foreIIs. FlnllIIy, 
the State Govwnment notifiecI M8)Ujhama 
EIeprIenI ~ _.1, tq krn In OcIot>er 
2002, But, an ElapIoant Re&IwwI 101 not I legal 
entity a"" by no n.ana 8 ... bstiIIIte lor • 
...auery. MlI)Vjhama at rr rt .. I _ 
h f4Mle<l area ."" k looks ..a.ty tnat. woUd 
fMltt..oonLltilWldasl AAr.ewary. 

To make up lor the gap in the F'I'OIected 
ArM netwott< in Wett Benga~ The Wiklile 
Inotituta oIlrlCla haa rcommendad oeIIIng up 
01 a 100 oq kin IIInclIIaIy In !he "'IodhYa HIli 
(PlWIIa1. The Zoological Swrvey oIlncIa h ... 
IIIlOeho ... wclthllp p 'I. Butlnthepreeent 
oocio-poI"_ ..,.,narlo, " """*I be Qf!IwJI '" 
,nlo<"'" ,n the leg,1 prohibition, and 
,astI"IaIoo'8 expacI8d of • 1181"1CtU81y. An 
3lternatl~ propoul tor . stablllhing a 

eon-vatlon R--..o ........ 51).65"'1 kin In tna 
Ajodhya Hill.' hal -. ""bo,med to the State 
GoYemo:r.nt a... oincerely ho!>aI that rel 
iIIIOthe<opporIa'ilty wit not be lost. 

LookIng beck In !he history cl "';klife 
maoagement in West Bengal, one findI 
.... ""',oo .... mplesolwtlat-.oldnowappaer 
as IIk"'d" .... faw< pas, or om,,'! .... but a wli 
be unfllr to find filIAl "';Ih the I<nateno of tne 
yeeler-y88l"1. They did !her best to pn::o\eCI 
"';klife wmn !he IimIIationa erId o::<ons(feinlS of 
IhW _ a"" 8110 ttle policy oet by !he 
GoYemment a"" laid the faJndlllion cl"';klifa 
wnservation in the State. We can not set right 
Mally oIlhe misl8ke\1 Of oroissions oIlhe past. 
But Ihey do MMI UI wIIh YIIILabIe rnmI""e .. to 
do .1 that Is P lllIla lor III¥inII 01/1" YIIkJeble 
";klile bei'ore ~ is 100 late. 
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