RHINOCEROS

With one, fometimes two, large horns on the nofe.
Each hoof cloven into three parts.

Rhinoceros. Plinii ib. viii. ¢. 2o.
Gefner quad. 842. Raiifyn. quad.
122. Klein quad. 26. Greaw's mu-
Jeun, 2. Wormmuf. 336. de Buf-
Jouy X1, 174, tab. vil. Briffon quad.
78. Ph. Tr. Abr.ix. 3. Kolben 11.
101,

Rhinoceros or Abbados, Linfect-

®. Two horned. Urfus cornu
gemino. Martial fpeftac: &p. 22.
Ph. Tr. Abr. ix. 100. Xi. g10.
Ph. Ty.-wols Lvr. 32. tab. 2,

tan Itn. §6. Purchas’s Pilgr. 1.
1001. 1773. Bontins India. go.
Borri biff. Cochin-China. 797. Vey.
Congo Churchill 1. 668. Du Halde
China. 1. 120. Fauwnul Sinens.

Rhinoceros unicornis. Lin. fiff.
104. Edw. 221. Br. muf. Afbm.

wuf.

Flacourt bift. Madag. 395. de Buffor
xi. 186. Lobo Abifs. 230.
Rhinoceros bicornis, Lin. fiff.
104. Br. muf.

Rh. with a fingle horn, placed near the end of the
nofe; fometimes three feet and a half long, black,
and fmooth : the upper lip long, hangs over the
lower, ends in a point; is very pliable, and ferves to
colleét its food, and deliver it into the mouth: the
noftrils placed tranfverfely: the. ears large, ered,
pointed : eyes fmall and dull : the fkin naked,
rough, or tuberculated, lying about the neck in
vaft folds 3 thereis another fold from the thoulders
to the forelegs; another from the hind part of the
back to the thighs : the fkin fo thick and fo ftrong
as to turn the edge of a fcymeter, and refift a muf-
ket ball: flender, flatted at the end, covered on
the fides with very ftiff thick black hairs: the belly
hangs low : the legs fhort, ftrong and thick : the
hoofs divided into three parts, each pointing for-
Ward,

Thofe
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RHINOQCEROS

Thofe which have been brought to Exrepe have
been young and fmali: Bontius fays, that in refpect
t0 bulk of body, they equat the elephant; but afe
lower on account of the thortnefs of the legs.

Inhabits Bengal, Siam, Cochin-China, Quangfi in

China, the ifles of Yava, and Sumatra, Congo, An-
gola, Athiopia, and the country as low as the Cape : ‘
loves fhady forefts, the neighbourhood of rivers,
and marfhy places : fond of wallowing in mire like
the hog ; is faid by that means to give fhelter in the
folds of its fkin to {corpiohs, centipes, and other
infects. Is a folitary animal: brings one young at
a time, very follicitous about it : quiet and inoffen-
five; but provoked, furious : very fwift, and very
dangerous : I knew a gentleman who had his belly
ripped up by one, but furvived the wound. Is dull
of fight; but has a moft exquifite {cent: feeds on
vegetables, particularly thrubs, broom, and thiftles :
grunts like a hog: is faid to confort with the tiger;
a fable, founded on their common attachment to
the fides of rivers, and on that account are fome-
times found near each other. Are faid when it has
flung down a man, to lick the flefh quite from the
bone with its rough tongue ; this very doubtfull ;
that which wounded the gentleman retired inftantly
after the ftroke. 532 ;

Its fleth is eaten s Kolben fays it is very good : the
fkin, the fleth, hoofs, teeth, and very dung, ufed
in India medicinally 5 the horn is in great reputeas
an antidote againft poifon*, efpecially. that of :a

¥ Tt was not every horn that had this virtue : fome were held very
cheap, while others take a valt price. SeED

virgin :
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virgin Abbada ; cups are made of them. Found
fometimes with * double horns: Martial alludes to
a variety of this kind by his Ur/fus cornu gemino.

Is the unicorn of HoLy wriT, and of the antients;
the Oryx and Indian afs of Ariftotle **, who fays
it has but one horn; his informérs might well
compare the clumfy fhape of the Rbinocerss to that
of an afs, fo that the philofopher might eafily be
induced to pronounce it a whole footed animal.
This was alfo the bos unicornis and fera monoceros of
Pliny + ; both were of India, the fame country with
this animal ; and in his account of the monoceros,
he exaltly defcribes the great black horn and the
hog-like tail. The #nicorn of noLy wriT has all
the properties of the Rbinoceros, rage, untameable-
nefs, great fwiftnefs, and great ftrength.

It was known to the Remans in very early times :
its figure is among the animals ot the Prenmeffine

_ pavement. Augyjtus introduced one into the fhews 1,
on his triumph over Clegpatra ; and there is extant
a coin of Demitian, with a double-horned Rbinacerss
on it §. :

The combats between the Elephant and Rhino-
ceros, a fable, derived from Pliny.

* Hamilton, in his voyage to the Eaff Indies, I. 8. fays, that he
faw brought from Natal, in Africa, three horns growing from one
Topt ; the longeft 18, the next 12, and the third 8 inches long.

** Hip. An. 5611 ¢ 1. :

i ) g:’,b. viil. e 21{.’

ion. Caffius, lib. 5.
Ph. Tr. xi. g13. -
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