SOME REMINISCENCES OF SPORT IN ASSAM
By
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cow_near their habitations. This kill
in the pleins, at the foo o the Uaro Hill und ot
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it became dark. All the time I sensed 1 was in great danger.
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Junior,who gave him  mortal wound with  heavy conical buller
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with, the Commitice in cxpressing regret to bis family that be

Shouid have pasced away ‘belore seing bis exporences in b
oo gl g g e sy L
teresting Reminiscences.—Eds.

(The end.)

THE RIDDLE OF THE BEARDED PIG.
A Pronam or Distinvros,

»
J. E. Kewe

(Seiool of Urewtat and 3frican Studics, London Uraversity)
(With 4 plates)

cul forus
sorfo of Burope und v
barbaius o d Sumatra,

S b et

occur together e.g. i Sur

the Melay Peningulu wus S, criviaius wag never i question unti
. 6. Leioes 2

pa
well , und in December of that yeor sent th
o e e D i o Tonins (ko l-ta
Mr. H. C. Kobinsor). The lntter, in kis own w
e i pessosoooed nrleu
further evidence, it wa
e oocurronce on
maber 1031 when the writer,
and guite unavaro of the fore
by an old Chiness
reqoently hunted. Chul sho
cck befors, a mile or two
the town. 1t was wn old sl bosr and inueh, it
e

slall, ifte
it oxes and above iy bt It vl 364 pourdy
and b thought that in it

S0l Chinese s no. mean judge of P fesh. - Chuwah nd
Tunted that const for nourly forty ver bfore suw such




SOME REMINISCENCES OF SPORT IN ASSAM. s

Locarer i
40 Kujong. On the Mabacadl  Great dabing for Cockap. afies
401wl by roud (o Cutack. Rajw's  the Monsoon.  few mlles Bl

Chonsipors. Tsavellers  Good tebing from couatry craft

Bgions Whers, th 06 Tooslor  Ior Gockra, 1.1 eupet et

for R bk i rom e S Sy, &
fow fatbottomen. bosts :

SOME REMINISCENCES OF SPORT IN ASSAM.

H G H. M.
Parr 11
(Continued from e s of vobume 4
e . kb et rdxte rmm shout-
ing ding. des. reguinting

l|l¢ .pm ort o m...nug e with the akt of mg..m In dis maties
hings 0

TR W o e o o o e e o

I Tt o o e bt s e b

st YE e i o Gt . o Tt 3 o

B e o Vg Mo St
"R N BT e Godgora Dt i



s JOURNAL, BONBAY NATURAL HIST. SOCIETY, Vol, 45

This beings home the point that the mabonis are v
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iog, for m wech vove they are cfen i pui and, once (he
s are divcovere by e "Bule” of the grass

fairly easy to keop them on the move, mmn, e

L e s T s

It coutd 20 o byt o 00 swwgy
e game w b animals wer

The bet
e b, for mm.m.umm..mm c ot he
ometimes. slip out of 4 beat
ke 0 ordinasy vover,
y it m...n«wmm“.a
“was oo, 8 crow kept
‘han shrul

He canvot escape.
e il cuts g sy are ok ‘olested, only when oo
ar ey given

“The reader il be tred of acting bus cgers so | wil reate
an excitiog elephant exy pﬂuum return 10 the tigers Tnter on.

We tad soured srough e Gare Hill, m  ile and 1 wid
our two_children, then and bad e valking uni

Flephant. catching was in_progress near Ful saw
some 3 the pewly Gught anidal. It was mos iy o muh
e, i iy 0 sockades had bon bl amd the wld

at ‘e baby ephans caught oniy
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o fw daye previouly and his litle creaturs thongtt it grest fun
s Dok ok sboelacess vey pevty [0 waich a0 bighly

beast 50,
tln:m:nuds-wmemhnd-:!bum'uhw to the village in
bullock cast.

¥ followed the trucks of the killer until it hecame durk, and then

v was
« ‘could have easily knocked it down.
o ae s, Rassleg o6 i abeg tf the et e ol

bave faced that of road, but they came ou to our great

Ige season
e e oty the Som s ke wav-
haods and gave the vows tht s deghant

ige.

venture on Leam eaded
was across & ot s o B e oo o
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1 of banboo, 50 xmall hope

off belonging to a party

carts ip several
killed two cartmen abd destroyed a bullock or two; seven human
gy b e ulcady lsin, and a dhe ‘'~ 1t was  terrify-

Lim described the animal 2 a single-t
d

socp.
o S oty nd ke g st 1 b 30 yhcc:
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s for following the wounded
animal. One of the clephants was 3 ‘Jung Babadur', but not
«

available the bunt after this ‘have been a highly excit-
ing and a successful one also. Hurrying down
1 found the elephant had cr about three miles on and 1

followed on some miles further, but got no news of him. _He was
found dead near & Garo village ity miles away and Mr B, the
Forest Offcer, sald the sk for me for Rs. qoo.

Those vl

ho Tave been charged by it will 16l you
that the on-coning aniesa] appears 25 if 4 great. ralvay
s ‘ivancig on you'and dhat s e o swp it That
s what e fecs T even though experienced several times.
time you fecl as i nothiag could ting.
charge usually takes place feom You' do_not
pog b gl el it iy
o you fel that it cannet be haked. s my own eeing.
With all dangerous ‘game 1 am tersibly excited and frightened
unit become.perfecty calm
and i over
reaction takes place with me and the whole of my body treon
bles for omioutes. 1 have never
in its tracks but have always been able to Stop and turn
Tt scems 10 e that a charge of shot into the
would stop . charge, for clephants greatly

fun experiment,
of the Amrican Dot Mimion ocsied 08 Tws, Garo
big game shikar. 1 had obtained pecamission to

tusker and & mukns which always went

e
400, B. Hlless express and we start-
" Some distarce from the village the Garos

Having had & rest and dried ourselves we siowly_followed

mukna was clearly visible, but not the tusker. P, moving 2 bit
ide said ‘I can sce the sker', and before I could stop

i to, or rather the lasiana. The prukna backed
ved round the tree. P, who of course could

rot see what was going on, got very near the mukna—actually
within ten fect of it _and the beast rolled up jts trunk, put its
about to charge into the lantana when 1 de-

the Padre was In @ very dangerous position and
from the side to reach the brain, I was fflcen paces away
s

[
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e sold bullt, fhough pot reaching the brai, koocked th ar-
and told e he had, before

‘Hie suideny sak! that bis rile was misting aod | handed my
475 o Nim. "Thia aleo misfired and then the clephant stood G,

beast in very dense grass
i tmmmd e T o was oo
e it et s i then planncl an tiack on i, As it
as 1 followed the tracks into difficalt jungie well knowing that

en saima, cpecaly an ephant, b Ty’ o rotuen oo 1 own

o o g TV e imabanaouly
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al el cvec dead_but we G ot koow e was dead. Py afer

P
o ot Soude seeontingly:
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In conclusion it is perhaps worth stating that I can find no evidence for the
inclusion of the following species or races in the avifauna of Afghanistan though
that country is included in their range as given in the second edition of the
Fauna of British India, Birds. That many of them do actually occur within
Afghan boundaries is of course not improbable.

Corvus splendens zugmayeri.

S Scotocerca inquieta striata.
Dendyocitta vagabunda Cephalopyrus  flammiceps.
Parus major intermedius. Sturnus wulgaris humei.
l;';zrlus paluflns kore]e‘u'n. Uroloricha malabarica.

M. 2 1 )

Certhia himalayana taeniura, Hirundo rustica gutturalis.
Oenanthe monacha. Anthus hodgsoni hodgsoni.
Phoenicurus frontalis, P Ipestri: gt
I(:hy!zcomls fuliginosa. Cinnyris asiatica brevirostris.
Calliope pectoralis pectoralis. Clamator jacobinus.

Prunella himalayanus. Gyps himalayensis.
Pericrocotus roseus. Columba leuconota.
Phylloscopus tytleri.

Pterocles lichtensteinii.
fhyllosmpus pulcher kangrae. Lerwa levwa.
hoschi Ib

SOME REMINISCENCES OF SPORT IN ASSAM.
BY
H. G. H. M.
(Continued from page 332 of wolume 43).
Part IIL

In some parts of the plains of Assam are to be found vast
stretches of country covered by grass in patches, in some-places high
and dense, in others light and interspersed with open spaces covered
by green grass. These uncultivated areas are called ‘chapris’ and
a well known one is the ‘Pakar Chapri’ which is surrounded by
heavy, dense jungle bordered on three sides by a stream in which
there used to be very good fishing. [ use the past tense, for
in Assam, as in most parts of India, the people of the country
have woefully diminished the freshwater fish supply of the land
by all sorts of poaching and destructive malpractices : and this is
true of even the larger rivers.

To get to the Pakar Chapri from Sadiya onc drives to the
bank of the Brahmaputra river which is then crossed by means
of a ‘mar’. On the other side is a wide streich of sand—this
is in the cold season when the river runs low—over which is
laid a brushwood track for the casier passage of motor cars. Thus
one arrives at Saikwa Ghat, the terminus of the Assam-Bengal
Railway.. From here one motors for miles and miles through
heavy trec jungle, the haunt of all sorts of wild animals, and a
rich avian life. Then one arrives at Kobo on the Brahmaputra
which is reached by again crossing the river on a ‘mar’. During
this passage over- the river there are sandbanks to be avoided
and there are days when the crossing can be dangerous owing
to a sudden rise in the river which at this place has not long issued
from the mountains. Thinking.of Kobo bririgs to mind the “ocga
sion when. the - Assistant Cormaridant "at Pasighat was on his




486 JOURNAL BOMBAY NATURAL HIST. SOCIETY, Vol. 45

way down to Saikwa Ghat. He ran his car down the bank too
fast and so shot over the ‘mar’, burst through the pole barriers
on the further side of it and plunged into the river! ‘More haste
less speed’, ‘Safely First’ and that kind of thing. In the car
was a box containing his wife’s party frocks and fripperies. The
box was to be forwarded to her in Shillong, and as the car was
not retrieved from the water for several hours the state of the
garments can be imagined, as also the state of mind of the poor
wife when she saw them.

From Kobo we drove through more forest to Pasighat. This
used to be a very pleasant place as the houses of the officials
were along the river bank and one had only to go a hundred
.yards or so to fish for mahseer. There were times when there
was not at Pasighat anyone fond of fishing. What waste of
opportunity ! On the way down river from Pasighat to Pakar
Chapri there are many rapids to be negotiated, some of them,
to the mind of a non-swimmer, appearing very dangerous, but
good fun to those less timorous. I was in a large dug-out which
could have easily been capsized, for the river had suddenly begun
to rise and it was impossible to stop the boats which were, how-
ever, most skjlfully managed by the expert and courageous boat-
men. On the return journey I preferred to ride an elephant.

The elephants were made to swim across the river, and so
swift was the water that they were many times submerged, only
their trunks being above the surface, and how the mahouts manag-
ed to stick to their charges was a mystery to me, but all crossed
in safety.

Life in this camp was very delightful. We had fishing and all
sorts of shooting with rifle and shot gun. Daily the chapri was
explored on elephant-back. A number of buffalo was seen, as
many as sixteen in one herd, among them two young bulls; and
one female had such enormous horns that we debated whether
they were not something approaching the record which is nearly
fourteen feet tip to tip across the forehead! I don’t suppose they
were within a couple of feet of that but it was seriously discussed
whether we should shoot the animal and pay the fine of fifty rupees.
Better counsels prevailed so she was left in peace. She was not
an old animal, though to have attained such imposing horns she
must have been well on in years.

~Green-pigeon and jungle-fowl were shot, some of the latter
with a .22 rifle as they pecked about on the edge of the cover across
the stream. Green-Pigeon were in thousands in those parts, the
larger flocks containing birds of several well-known species. Large
bags are made during the months succeeding the breeding season,
the time when this has ended being known by the birds collecting
into huge flocks which, with some species, amount to many thou-
sands. The largest bird is the Bengal Green-Pigeon; others are
the Ashy-headed and the Thick-billed both of which are very fast
fliers, and the Orange-breasted Green-Pigeon. The jungle fowl is
the Common Red variety and among other game birds is the Black-
breasted-Kalij Pheasant not easily come by owing to its skulking
habits. That shoot at Pakar Chapri in company with our son-in-
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law, C. of the Police, T. the Forest Officer, and N. of the Saw
Mills (Bird & Co.) remains a very pleasant memory to us both.
But I have forgotten the rogue elephant. There was known to
be one in the jungles through which we had to pass on our way
to camp: and my wife, who had not been on an elephant where
tiger could be met since she experienced the charge previously
related, was very much alarmed when the mahout suddenly pointed
to a spot in the forest where an elephant had evidently just passed.
1 did not feel too happy, having with me only one of those all-in-
one three-barrelled weapons—a double 12 gauge with a .405 barrel
beneath. We pushed on as fast as possible and left the tree jungle
for the open grass land as soon as could be managed. By doing
this we saw various kinds of game animals: buffalo, sambar, hog-
deer, also wild cats and pig. In the stream not far from camp
quite large mahseer were caught.

On a number of occasions the Rajah of G. arranged shoots for
the Governor of Assam and other high officials; then he would
supplement his own elephants by animals of the Forest Department
and others borrowed from zamindars. He did not very much care
for these big occasions but always did his best to make them a
success. From the time he arrived in camp he every evening inter-
viewed ‘khubberias’—bringers of information of the whereabouts
of tigers, and decided what beats to carry out the next day. Buffa-
loes were never tied out as baits as is commonly the practice in
other parts of India. Months before these important shoots his
shikaris toured through all the likely jungle tracts and marked
down all the places where cattle were being killed. A central spot
was chosen for the camp—usually on the banks of a stream and
in open country, so that those bringing information could have
ready access to it. The men would cover all the country within
ten or twelve miles roundl the camp. The informant was given ten
rupees for each tiger shot, was fed in camp for as many days as
was necessary, and taken out on a pad elephant when his parti-
cular tiger was to be hunted.

Every evening the Rajah arranged details of how the elephants
should be fed, making fodder arrangements for twenty-four hours.
He would also listen to all complaints, make particular enquiries
as to any tusker becoming ‘musth’, and if in any doubt would
personally inspect the animal. "All elephants had to be daily exa-
mined for sore backs or other injuries, rope-galls and the like.
In all this he was thorough and painstaking, as a good Com-
mander should be, hence his known success on all occasions. A
start was always made by 10 a.m. and the shooting ground reached
by r or 2 p.m. Then, as soon as the Rajah had personally ascer-
tained the lie of the land and the signs of the tiger being present
were good, beats would be arranged, the guns placed in position,
and the beat started, he himself giving orders as to the manner
and direction of the drive. If tiger were few the sport was per-
haps over by 3-30 p.m. when lunch would be served; but if there
were several tigers then it was good-bye to lunch. On the ‘way
out-and back all guests rode pad elephants, these animals having
faster paces: they did not generally take part in the beats.
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On return to camp tea was available, and dinner at g-30 to
10 p.m. After that one could go to the big tent in which was
singing and dancing. The first time I saw a boy dressed as a
girl I was asked his sex, knowing the Rajah did not allow women
in the camp I said ‘Middle-sex’; and this was thought a great
joke, that boy being ever after known by the name of Middlesex.
The Rajah always said of these semi-official outings that they were
not ‘shoots’ but huge picnic parties, and that it could be very dan-
gerous both to guns and beaters. ‘I like punctuality,’ he said,
‘and the starts are frequently delayed for one reason or another
so the shooting ground is not reached in time and lunch is de-
manded, tables laid out, chairs placed, and so on, all meaning
delay and waste of time, so that it is after 3 o’clock before a start
can be made. Then the guns, having had lunch and beer are in
an excited mood and do dangerous things; it is difficult to control,
and frequently the tiger gets away from the beat.” One reason
for tigers escaping without being shot at is that the mahouts,
seeing the ‘hullee’ approaching and having little confidence in
the howdah guns, deliberately cause their elephants to turn away
and fidget, or even run away. The visiting sportsman as often as
not knows nothing of ‘hullee’ sign, or that the elephant is being
wilfully made unruly and does not connect this with the advancing
tiger which quietly slips by and escapes the beat.

Mahouts have to be considered. Seated astride the necks of
their majestic beasts they are in considerable danger from the
attacking tiger, and it is natural they should be anxious as to the
nerves and weapons of the sportsmen in the howdah, not only the
guns on his own elephant but those on either side of him. They
do not like single barrel weapons or small bore rifles, and one
cannot convince them of the efficacy of magazine weapons. Very
naturally mahouts discuss among themselves the merits and de-
merits of the various sportsmen, more especially on these semi~
official shoots, and also gather information from camp servants
as to their respective masters,

The Rajah always strongly objected to ladies shooting; he was
ever afraid of something happening and there was once a terrible
tragedy during one of his semi-official shoots. He never spoke of
it. A mahout was killed, one of the guests shot in the ankle, and
an elephant subsequently died of a bullet wound. To guests not
known to him, not known that is as to nerves and straight shoot-
ing, he gave a card of ‘Don’ts’ and arranged for a reliable and
cxperienced man to be at the back of the howdah. During beats
he lked his own eleph back ds and forwards behind the
line of howdah elephants and shot at those tigers only which were
missed by the guests. I have seen him shoot a number of tigers
under these circumstances.

The question whether tiger shooting from elephants is a dan-
gerous. sport is often discussed. Many there are who assert that
it is mot, but much can be said for the opposite view. Shooting
tigers by sitting up over a kill at night is often looked down upon
by those who bag tigers by beating for them. In the latter case
the sportsman is almost always perched in a tree, on a ladder, or
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other elevation as also in the former. In both instances the sports-
man is in almost no danger unless and until he wounds the tiger.

Then, it must be admitted, he more or less takes his life in his
hand when he follows up—as he must do; and, it has to be added,
his mostly unarmed followers, without whose help he would, in most
cases, be unable to locate and bring the wounded beast to action
are equally exposed to death or injury.

Tigers are hunted and shot from elephant-back in jungles where
to pursue them on foot is mostly impossible owing to the dense-
ness of the cover. To heat them out without elephants is almost
hopeless, the only alternative being sitting up, or through some
more or less chance encounter.

Is tiger shooting from elephants dangerous? 1 think 1 can
demonstrate from a number of experiences that, though it is not
always so, it can be and may be; not so much on account of the
attacks of wounded, surrounded, infuriated tigers as through the
uncertainties and vagaries of elephantine tempers and irresponsible
actions of people on their backs.

In the same year, the first of my tiger shooting career with
elephants, there were, besides the charge of Sibjee against Jung
Bahadur, two other instances of the kind. One took place at
Bijni, the headquarter station of the Bijni Raj: the other at an
estate owned by the zamindar of Rupsi. The Bijni Raj was then
in the Court of Wards and the Manager had asked Mr. H. of the
A.B. Railway and living at Haflong to a small tiger shoot. Both
Mr. and Mrs. H. took part in the shoot and though tigers were
seen none were shot owing to the small number of elephants avail-
able: one howdah and five beaters. Among the elephants was a
notorious brute known to have killed some 15 mahouts and grass-
cutters. During the beats he behaved himself, but when the party
was returning he suddenly charged the elephant in front of him
on which was seated Mrs. H. The animals were in single file
and H., just behind, shouted to his wife to jump off and she was
able to do this before the assault of the charging elephant arrived,
falling between the oncoming beast and the one she had left with
such presence of mind.. I met her not long after at Dhubri and
heard from her that she could not remember exactly what happened
after leaving her elephant, only that she kept on rolling away. The
attacking' elephant knocked the other one heels over head, instantly
killing the mahout. It was a miraculous escape for Mrs. H.

The other charge took place at a small tiger shoot on the Rupsi
Estate when some twelve clephants were out. At the end of the
day a male elephant charged sideways at a female, knocking it
over. Of the three people aboard one was uninjured, the mahout
was killed, and the other man had his jaw broken. Having some
knowledge of dentistry I tried to improvise methods to keep the
bones together hut had to fall back upon the usual treatment which
succeeded absolutely—a perfect result. This man could only remem-
ber that he found himself mixed up with elephant legs and then
became unconscious. He probably received a kick from a fore-
foot and was fortunate not to be more seriously injured.

The Zemindar of Rupsi, whom I knew well, met his death
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through avoidahle circt es. The Zemindars of Lakipur got
up a shoot to which Rupsi contributed his own nine elephants.
With him was a Khasia hoy he was supporting and educating.
When the Zemindars learned that Rupsi intended to put this Kha-
sia lad into howdah to use a.rifle they objected, saying he had
no experience and it would be unwise. Rupsi said he was certain
the boy could use a rifle as well as any of them and that he would
not be [rightened if he saw a tiger. After these preliminaries the
Zemindars decided to place the lad on the extreme right of the line
of waiting guns as they did not expect the tiger to go there, and
Rupsi was placed next to him. In Rupsi’s howdah was sitting the
11 years old child of an English lady, the wife of one of the Zemin-
dars. Things will happen, ‘Kismet’ one can call it. As soon as
the line of beating elephants advanced the tiger was seen to be
moving in the direction of the Khasia boy so Rupsi, an experi-
enced sportsman, seeing this, moved down to the lad’s elephant
but was too late to steady the boy and give him confidence. The
tiger was seen by the lad, who panicked, brought up his rifle in
direction of Rupsi instead of the tiger, and pulled the trigger.
Poor Rupsi was Kkilled instantly, the high velocity bullet passing
through his arm and on through the chest. In doing this it went
very close to the small girl sitting next to him. A terrible ex-
perience, for she was drenched in his blood. We were on our
way to a shoot with the Rajah of G when I met his Dewan who
told me all this, at the same time informing me that three of
G’s elephants had gone musth, and in addition that a known bad
elephant had escaped from the Zemindars’ camp some forty miles
away and was reported to be making towards G’s camp.

Having heard all the news 1 drove on in my car and got into
a bad bit of road where the car became ditched. Some villagers
were yelling that the musth elephant was coming across the plain
and I found the car could not be re-started. With me were .475
cartridges but the rifle had gone in advance to the camp; so we
took suitable cover to see the elephant take no notice of the car
and proceed on down the road. Were we relieved] This was a
female called Megmala. Had I known. that in time I might have
been able to stop her and ride her to the camp.

The car was started without difficulty after it was found that
my wife’s handbag handle had slightly turned the switch key!
When we got to R’s camp we found there had been yet another
tragedy. The Rajah of G had been out looking for tiger tracks
and village ‘Khubber’ and somewhere about midday his mount Sib-
jee charged this female elephant Meginala from behind, knocking
her heels over head and instantly killing the mahout. I saw the
dead man; a good mahout whom I knew well. Megmala made
her way across country to Gauripur, swimming the Brahmaputra
on the way. For many years she was G’s best howdah elephant
but having been badly mauled by a wounded tiger could not, after
that, be depended on.

That night I took my .475 (in case of accident!) and went to
see the three musth animals picketted about a hundred yards from




SOME REMINISCENCES OF SPORT IN ASSAM 491

the tents. Had one of these broken loose that dark night there
would indeed have been trouble. The shoot was abandoned and
being ‘late in starting we did not catch the ferry, so returned to
the Fakirganj Inspection Bungalow for the night. Our slumbers
were not sound as Sibjee and the musth elephants were tethered
in the compound! Glad indeed were we to return safely next day
to Dhubri. Can tiger shooting off elephants be dangerous?

There will be more ‘incidents’ in course of these reminiscences,
but at this point a method of shooting tigers off elephants which
affords good sport and is not ordinarily dangerous may be suitab-
ly mentioned. The requirements are two reliable elephants, one
for the sportsman, the other for two shikari attendants and to
carry the bag to camp. A ‘Charjamah’ which is a pad having
low rails is better than the more cumbrous howdah, which is not
suitable for forest work. The method requires that the sports-
man should be thoroughly acquainted with the habits of tigers;
should know the language of the countryside; have a good manner
in dealing with the people; and be not too niggardly, or the
reverse, in payment for services rendered.

Where wild elephants are not uncommon all jungle animals
are easily approached, and it is by quietly wandering along in
the likely places, cspecially in the vicinity of any kill the where-
abouts of which may be indicated by crows, birds of prey, or
vultures, tbat tigers may be shot out of hand without incident,
or may sometimes be moved out of cover by the pad elephant.
Should the tiger be wounded there may be plenty of incident,
but the sportsman is at any rate not in peril from actions of other
clephants or sportsman. Silence on the sportsman’s elephant is
essential: any instructions to the other elephant being by whistle
or signs, or signal horn when really necessary.

In course of Shikar of this description much jungle life may
be observed—Iife of animals, birds, and insects which would other-
wise never be seen, for it is a leisurely affair with plenty of oppor-
nity for observation. It is not too much to say that a week of
such hunting will furnish more experience of nature in the jungle
than many ‘shoots’. Elephants can be used with much success
for fishing in deep and rapid streams where dug-outs or other
boats are not easily obtained, carried, or used. From elephant
back many places otherwise quite inaccessible owing to trees and
riverside jungle growth can be well fished, and return to camp
made without trouble. On such excursions a rifle or gun is usually
taken in case of need as, apart from some chance opportunity
of bagging a feline, the camp larder needs replenishing both for
oneself and one's followers.

Howdahs in use over eighty years ago, as seen by illustrations
in shikar books of those and earlier days, were of better design
than many in use at the present tinfe. There were, as there should
be, places—racks—for several weapons on cither side of the occu-
pant of the front seat in the howdah. 'All sportsmen of experi-
ence say that more than one weapon is essential for howdah work,
and one of these a shot gun. The Rajah of G always had 4
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‘weapons with him and sometimes as many as six; but as many
as that may be thought unnecessary.

A shot gun is advisable as, when a tiger is on the elephant,
and perhaps trying to- get into the howdah, a charge of shot is
sufficient. On one occasion when shooting off Sibjee the Rajah
was following a supposedly wounded tiger which was, however,
unhurt. The tiger was a bad tempered beast and charged seve-
ral times, being missed on each occasion owing to Sibjee dancing
about. Eventually Sibjee turned and bolted or rather, as G said,
the mahout it was who turned tail. The rampaging tiger follow-
ed apace—the whole shooting party seeing this wonderful show—
caught up the elephant, jumped on from behind, and tried to get
into the howdah. The Rajah had trouble with the occupant of
the rear seat who lost his head and would not keep down, so the
first essay with the shot gun was a miss. The noises of it caused
the tiger to quit but he followed along and again got on to the
elephant. By this time the back-seater was frantic and as G ex-
plained when it was all over, only by keeping the man’s head
down with his hand was it possible to use the gun. To use the
weapon with one hand while the elephant was running as fast as
it could was almost impossible; however, by pressing his knees
against the howdah to steady himself as much as possible, he was
at last able, as the tiger's ferocious head came over the howdah
rail to place the muzzle against the beast’s neck and press the
trigger. So all was well.

This has been a long digression from the subject of howdah
design but has an important bearing on it. I have seen a num-
ber of howdahs which are fitted with doors to admit of easy entry
on either side. These doors sometimes fly open. Had that hap-
pened in the above encounter there would have been certain tra-
gedy. In earlier days G’s howdahs, and those I have seen on
elephants of two Maharajah’s had side doors, and were also too
low front and back. A man sitting or standing in those howdahs
was certainly not really safe as it would not take a great deal
of movement on part of the elephant to toss him out. An instance
was what happened to Captain R, then a Civil Surgeon. He was
invited by the Rajah of G to a tiger shoot and while taking aim
at an advancing tiger about twenty yards away his elephant sud-
denly lurched forward, causing him to hit against one of the doors
which opened and shot him out somewhere near the tiger ! G laugh-
ed at it afterwards, as R shinned up a small tree near by with
the agility of a monkey; but it was no laughing matter at the
time. After that occurrence G had all his howdahs altered to a
fool-proof design.

Things may happen which put howdah construction to the most
extreme test imaginable. Even when the elephant is tumbled on
to its side it is possible for the sportsman to remain in the how-
dah, but only if it has high sides and no doors. This was the
way of it.

_The M brothers are two of the nicest men one could meet,
both of them very good shots. They have seen hundreds of tigers
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killed. On one occasion a large tiger pressed home his attack,
landing on the head of the elephant on whose back was M senior.
The elephant sank on one knee, which is their habit in an endea-
vour to kneel on the tiger and crush it. The tiger jumped on
to the ground and with its forearms round the head, before the
elephant could stand up, pulled it over on to its side. M’s rifles
and ammunition fell out of the howdah and it was with difficulty
he remained inside, but he managed to do so by holding on to
the rails. Three times the tiger pulled the elephant over. M still
in the howdah, when finally, for no reason that could be imagined
it suddenly abandoned the fight and was shot by other guns on
nearby elephants. Things occur so rapidly in cases like this that it
is impossible to see in detail what actually takes place. Only a
cinema picture could show that, and changes in position take place
so rapidly that it was not possible for guns on other elephants to
risk shooting. In after years M was often asked what it felt like
when the elephant went on its side with the tiger in touching
distance. ‘Yes’, he would say, ‘it was very touching, and I hope
if it happens to you it will develop your sense of humour’. He
himself had sense of humour particularly’ developed. ’

In a book ‘My Sporting Memories’, by Major General Wood-
yatt, it is said, ‘a tiger, though spined, struck ‘a tusker elephant
with its paw with such force that 2 claws were actually embedded
in the elephant’s thigh.” When told of the above the Rajah of
G. remarked, ‘Quite true. I have seen something similar. I once
wounded a tiger at the end of a field, just short of the edge of
heavy jungle. He was hit far back and the spine was broken.
I pushed my elephant along and as I got close to him he was in
a sort of sitting up position. I was preparing to kill the tiger when
I saw to my left a number of tame buffaloes, among them an
enraged bull pawing the ground and making ready to charge. Wish-
ing to see what would happen I held my fire and to my surprise
the bull actually charged the tiger which, in his crippled condition,
waited until the bull put his head down. Then the tiger with a
smack with one paw and a turn with the other knocked the buffalo
over, killing him instantly. I could not believe the bull dead and
waited for him to rise. Having killed the tiger we found the
vertebrae of the neck had been dislocated’. I have read in shikar
books of tigers, when breaking back through beaters, smashing
a man’s head like an egg-shell with a merc passing tap with a
paw and can well imagine it happening: indeed, Mr Hazlitt,
1.C.S.,” who was the Superintendent of the Lushai Hills, told me
that he actually saw this happen. A tiger was seen to jump over
the spot where an old woman was collecting firewood; when the
party got to this place the woman was found dead with a frac-
tured skull. ‘As he jumped over he had just hit the head with
his paw. 3
" Most people having acquaintance with elephants know Hhow
much they dislike dogs, especially yapping ones of the small terri-
er variety but there are other animals equally obnoxious to them.
In heats for tiger I have seen them show fright of even rats which
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run squeaking out of the cover, and they have a marked dislike
of wild pig, even giving the tiger sign—'-the metallic rap of th.e.
trunk -on the ground with the accompanying low rumblg, on their
approach. At times they will even turn and run away from these
small creatures, even rats ! .

One speaks of an elephant being perfectly steady but what is
meant is that he will stand without movement, his mahout having
given him the order by recognized pressure of knee or driving-
hook, for the actual shot to be taken, a matter of a few seconds.
While waiting for the beating elephants to approach he is cons-
tantly moving his ears and tail and shifting his weight from one
leg to another, also swishing his legs with tufts of grass etc., to
keep off flies: all this ceases for the taking of the shot; that is,
it does when the animal is properly trained. A mahout will often
be dozing during a beat but is wide awake when the time comes
to be alert, and in any case a touch from the sportsman is suffi-
cient warning. Just as a nervous rider will communicate his con-
dition to his mount so will a mahout to his elephant. A good
mahout will have a steady elephant as the sagacious beast soon
knows he can trust him.

Bees and hornets may at any time be met with so a blanket
is always carried. Blankets are also of use to quieten excitable

imals, for even eleph becoming musth, if taken in time, can
be controlled by a blanket over the eyes, thus averting possible
serious consequences. Mahouts like the fun of tiger shooting and
will deliberately leave camp on ‘musth’ elephants. It may be in
case of beating elephants that they wish to enjoy the sport, for
they all get an allowance whether staying in camp or not; and
the drivers of howdah elephants are reluctant to forgo the chance
of an extra ten rupees should the tiger be shot from their howdah.
It behoves the organizer of the shoot to be always on the watch
for an appearance of ‘musth’, and it is well for sportsmen also to
be able to recognize the signs.

I have mentioned in connexion with the shooting of a rogue
elephant that the right striker of my .475 H.V. rifle was found
to be broken and that of course might have had serious or fatal
consequences. Had I tested the rifle before setting out this would
have been known. Such a thing should never occur, for it is so
easy to make the necessary tests before putting the weapons away
after cleaning. Dummy cartridges should always be used in ham-
merless 'weapons to guard against strikers being broken or damag-
ed by snapping against no resistance. Before putting away ham-
merless and ejector weapons the springs should be eased; and
it is seldom that the owners of ejectors know how this is done.
Ejector springs cannot be expected to work for ever if put away
at tension for months on end.

There is no doubt that a double barrelled rifle is better than
a single for howdah shooting. The great advantage of the double
is fully realized when a second shot has to. be immediately taken.
The few seconds longer needed to get off the single weapon may
be all important; the bagging of the tiger or not. Shots at the
head should be avoided. From elephant-back the plunging shot
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between the shoulders is always fatal, that is if the bullet is what
it should be. One of the secrets of successful tiger shooting,
whether with elephant or with men, is never to hurry the animal,
which ought to be brought to the waiting gun as unalarmed as
possible so that a quiet unhurried shot may be taken, the angle
being judged so that the bullet will find a vital place. Further
dissertation as to shots to take and weapons to use or not to
use must be held over to another time.

This rather rambling writing may be closed with some tales
which occur to me as being perhaps of interest to the reader.
Mr de C. was an Assam Police Officer who stood no nonsense,
a man of action, if sometimes a little eccentric in some things.
1 can vouch for the following. He and a Sub-Inspector were in
a hole in the ground waiting for the return of a tiger to his kill.
The tiger was dragging the kill away in the darkness when de
C got out of the pit, ran towards the kill and as soon as he was
able to get his torchlight to bear killed the beast ‘with a shot
in the chest. This detail was given by the Inspector. On an-
other occasion de C. was asked to witness the enclosure of a tiger
in netting, a method practised in other parts of India also. He
went with the Inspector of Police to see the fun.' This was in
the Dibrugarh District. He and the Inspector were standing very
near the netting when the tiger suddenly charged and though it
did not break through it tore the Inspector’s coat and inflicted
some scratches. This was too much for de C. He took an old
D.B. 12 gauge shot gun from one of the villagers, put some shot
cartridges in his coat pocket, loaded the gun with ‘Lethal’ bul-
lets, raised the lower edge of the net and walked in. He had
not gone far in the direction to which the tigress—for it was a
female—had retreated when she charged at him belly flat to the
ground, as he described it and as I have several times seen—no
bounds or jumps. Before she reached him he shot her dead. Good
work. He was making sure the tigress was dead when he was
charged by a wild boar. He had just time to jump to one side
and fire as the pig passed. The boar turned and again charged,
but waiting until there could be no miss or ineffectual shot he
killed the animal almost at the muzzle. Again good work. By
this time the fore-end of the old weapon had dropped off and,
without noticing this he reloaded with shot cartridges and leant
the gun against the pig’s body. How it happened he cannot
say but ‘both barrels went off and peppered some thirty coolies.
Not such good work ! Fortunately the distance was such that the
pellets only penetrated skin deep. It was always a great joke:
de C. bagging on one day a tigress, a boar and thirty coolies.
But it was no joke at the time and the affair eventually cost de
C. about a month’s salary one way and another.

(To be continued.)
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