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GAME AND WILD BEASTS OF 24 PARGANAS. 37

wood, such as sundri and pasur, used for planks and house posts;
kirpd, used as rafters for thatched roofs; &din, used for house
beams; Aentd/, used for the walls of houses and grananes, being
afterwards plastered over with mud ; gardn, used for fences, rafters,
etc., and the bark for tanning and dyeing; #4eord, for planks, etc. ;
gango and %kdlsi, for firewood ; and &ddld, for firewood, the bark
being also used in tanning and dyeing. (2) Different kinds of
shells. (3) Honey and bees-wax. (4) Golpdld leaves, used for
thatching purposes. (5) Gdé fruit, the extract of which forms a
thick glue, and is extensively used In coating native boats, to
preserve them from the action of the water. (6) Anantamil,
golancha, ndtd, and other vegetable drugs grow indigenously, and
are used for medicinal purposes. The people who principally trade
in jungle products are, the low-caste Maules, Bdgdis, Kaibarttas,
Pods, Chanddls, Kdords, Karangds, and the poorer class of
Musalmdns.

PasTURE-GROUNDS.—In the north-east corner of the District is
the large willage of Dedrd, enclosed on three sides by the Kaba-
dak River, and inhabited by upwards of three hundred families of
milkmen and cowkeepers (godds). No cultivation 1is carried on in
this village ; and the neighbounng fields, about two miles in extent,
are used solely for pasturing cattle. A similar tract of land, of
about the same area, lies a little to the east of the Police Station
of Kalirod, in the Sdtkhird Subdivision, which is also used by
people of the Godl4 caste for grazing purposes. The annual value
of these pasturages may be estimated in round figures at £ 400.
With the above two exceptions, there are no separate pasture-
grounds in the Distnct, and the cattle graze in the rice fields
after the crop has been cut.

FErZ NATURZE—The large sorts of game found in the District
are, the tiger, leopard, rhinoceros, buffalo, spotted deer, hog deer,
barking deer, dara singht or large deer. Tigers, deer, and wild
buffaloes abound in the Sundarban jungles, whence they occa-
sionally make incursions into the settled parts of the Distnict. The
rhinoceros visits the swampy tracts and creeks in the vicinity of
Dhulidpur Fiscal Division. The small game comprise hares,
jungle fowl, wild geese, wild ducks, teal, pigeons, doves, snipe, and
quail. The supenor sorts of fish are the bketki, hilsa, tapsi or
mango fish, rwi, kdild, mirgal, chital, etc. Turtles, crabs, and

shimps are common. Major Smyth, in his Report on the Distnct
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in 1857, estimated that the value of the fish brought into Calcutta
amounted to about £200 daily. Most of the rivers are infested by
alligators. Snakes of all kinds abound,—the boa constrictor, cobra,
kRuridt, gosdp, and tree and water snakes.

No statistics exist of the yearly cost of keeping down wild beasts.
The proprietors of Sundarban lots regularly employ hunters (sAs2dris)
on their estates, but few applications are received for the payment
of Government rewards for their destruction. The Collector states
that the average Government expenditure for this purpose 1s about
£ 17 a year. No rewards have ever been given for snake-killing,
although the loss of life caused by them is considerably greater
than that by wild beasts. For the three years ending 1869-70,
40 persons a year were killed by wild beasts, and 252 by snake
bites. There 1s no regular trade in wild-beast skins, though
shikdris occasionally sell deer and tiger skins; and, with the ex-
ception of the fishenies, the fzre nafure are not made to contmbute
in any way towards the wealth of the District.

PoPULATION.—Several attempts have been made to arrive at a
correct enumeration of the people. The first appears to have been
in 1822, when the population of the 24 Pargands, as then con-
stituted, was estimated at 599,595 souls. In a memorandum
appended to the Police Report of Mr. Henry Shakespeare, Super-
intendent of Police in the Lower Provinces, in 1822, the area of
the District 1s given as 3610 square miles, which doubtless included
a part of the Sundarbans.

Another attempt was made at the time of the Revenue Survey
In 1856. The area of the District was given at 2246°079 square
miles, exclusive of the Sundarbans; and the population was re-
turned at 947,204, exclusive of Calcutta and its suburbs, which were
separately returned at 614,896. The number of male adults was
stated at 350,466 ; female adults, 312,578 ; male children, 161,026 ;
female children, 123,134 : total, 947,204. The number of brick or
masonry houses was returned to be 5768, and the number of mud
or bamboo huts at 169,491. The general average gave 421
inhabitants per square mile, and 5°4 for each house, exclusive of
the city and its suburbs. Major Smyth’s Report, from which these
figures are taken, does not state how the total number of inhabitants
was arrived at, nor what means, if any, were taken to check the
returns.

Since these calculations, the police limits of the Distrnict were



314 STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF SUNDARBANS.

THE OTHER JUNGLE PRODUCTS OF THE SUNDARBANS consist of
canes, reeds, thatching leaf, honey, and shell-lime. I condense the
following paragraphs regarding their collection and utilization from
Mr. Westland’s Report before alluded to:—Reeds are extensively
used both for mat and basket weaving. The mat-makers, Naluds
by caste, do not usually dwell within the Sundarbans, but make
several trips southwards in the cold weather, returning with a large
quantity of reeds, which they work up into mats at their own homes,
These mats are sometimes woven of a very large size, and are
frequently used by European gentlemen in place of carpets for
their rooms, as they are much better woven than the ordinary
native-made article. Dunng the absence of the men, the women
work at home, but at other times the men work with them.
Baskets are also largely manufactured of reeds; and little colonies
of basket-weavers, as well as of mat-weavers, dwell just beyond the
Sundarbans. Dunng the cold weather they migrate to some town
in the Sundarbans, and remain there weaving baskets, which meet
with a ready sale, as they are required for the nice harvest. When
the cold weather 1s over, they return to their villages with a large
stock of reeds, and go on with the manufacture in their own houses.

The remaining products of the Sundarbans may be briefly
enumerated. A peculiar long leaf 1s found in large quantities, and
1s used for thatching native huts, almost every one of which is
roofed with this leaf. Honey and beeswax are collected in the
forest, and form a remunerative trade. Shells are gathered both on
the banks of rivers and marshes, and on the sea-shore, and are
burnt down into lime. Khulnd 1s the principal place where the
lime-burning goes on ; and the trade seems to have been a very
ancient one. Many very old buildings were built with this lime;
and at the end of the last century large quantities of it were sent
to Calcutta, for building or repairing Government House, The
lime is chiefly useful for plaster. The shells from which it is made
are of two kinds—a long sort called jomrd4, and a round sort called
shinuk. The ashes of the shell-lime, mixed with water, form the
lime ash, or ¢kun, which natives chew along with pdn leaf.

Mr. Westland mentions another trade of the Sundarbans—the
collection of timber, etc. from wrecks. He states that the boats
which make expeditions to the sea-shore of the Sundarbans are
pretty sure to come across teak beams, the spoil of some wrecked
vessel. Other articles are also occasionally found, and sometimes
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chains and other parts of ship-furniture. Such flotsam and jetsam
were collected in secret until some few years ago, when a case
occurred in which the authorities refused to interfere. Since then,
the trade is openly carned on ; and large teak beams may be seen
at Khuln4 and other places, the product of such expeditions. Most
of the spoil which the sea throws up is, however, taken straight to
Calcutta, where it finds ready sale.

FErRE NATURE. — Tigers, leopards, rhinoceros, wild buffaloes,
wild hogs, wild cats, bara singd or large deer, spotted deer, hog
deer, barking deer, porcupines, otters, and monkeys, are the prin-
cipal varnieties of wild animals found in the Sundarbans. Tigers
are very numerous, and their ravages form one of the obstacles
to the extension of cultivation. They often commt terrible havoc
among the cattle, sometimes on the husbandman or his family.
The depredations of a single fierce tiger have frequently forced
an advanced colony of clearers to abandon their land, and allow
it to relapse into jungle. Mr. Westland relates that there was
one great man-eater, whom the whole District was perpetually
heanng about, in 1868. Hardly a week passed without one or
two people being carried off by him, and his face and appear-
ance were perfectly well known. He had apparently a charmed
hfe. One day he came on board an Englishman’s boat, and coolly
walked off with one or two of his oarsmen. The Englishman
fired a blunderbuss at him, but it burst, and injured the shooter,
while the tiger got off unscathed. On another occasion the tiger
passed within a few yards of a gentleman, who fired at him, but
again the beast escaped. This pest was finally killed by Mr.
Morrell of Morrellganj. Either this or another tiger contracted a
habit of attacking boats passing through a certain 244/ near Morrell-
ganj, and made the passage so dangerous, that the route was for a
time given up.

THE SERPENTS found in the Sundarbans are the boa con-
strictor, cobra-di-capello or gokhurd, ARuriat, sankhachur or salt-
water snake, gusdp, and green viper. Rewards for the destruction
of wild animals in the Sundarbans are paid from the treasury of
the District to which the particular tract belong; but no informa-
tion exists showing the separate rewards paid for the destruction
of wild animals in the Sundarbans or of the annual loss of life
caused by them.

THE Birps of the Sundarbans comprise the following:— Ad-
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exist as to the area of these last named forests, save that each
extends about half a day’s journey mn length. The principal articles
of jungle produce are bees’-wax, honey, cksretd, and a coarse kind of
yam (%acku). Extensive uncultivated pasture grounds are situated
in the northern plains along the foot of the hills, as well as in the
Fiscal Divisions of Pukharid, Khdlidjurf, and Nasfrujidl, but their
area has not yet been ascertained. Many of the Gdros who live
at the foot of the hills gain a subsistence by pasturing cattle in
the forest, or by collecting and trading in jungle products. Others
of them bring down from their hills, honey, wax, packdpdt leaf,
cotton, and other articles, which they barter for rice, salt, tobacco,
brass utensils, and dogs, the latter being a favourite article of food
among them.

FerZE NATURZE.—The wild animals of Maimansinh are numerous,
and of many kinds. The c4ar lands in the beds of the nvers in
the north-west of the Distnict are infested by tigers, and a few
years ago were believed to contain more of these animals than any
other part of India. These lands, however, are gradually being
brought under cultivation, and it is believed that in the course of a
few more years tigers will seldom be met with. Leopards are
found in abundance, and are occasionally killed in the vicinity of
the civil station, although more often near other towns and willages.
Bears are found in the Madhupur jungle. The samébar deer and
the hog deer are abundant. In addition to these there is the
barking deer and the darasinghd, or large deer. The last named
rare and beautiful deer is found in the grassy plains at the foot
of the Giro Hills, and 1s said to be only known in Lower
Bengal 1n the three Districts of Silhet, Maimansinh and Rangpur.
It i1s a finely proportioned clean-limbed animal. The rhinoceros,
although now rarely seen, is occasionally found In some parts of
the District. Elephants abound in the Gdro and Susang hills,
and sometimes descend and commit great depredations among
the crops in the villages below. They are yearly captured in con-
siderable numbers by the Mah4drdjd of Susang. The Madhupur
jungle does not contain so much large game as the ckars of the
Brahmaputra, but a few wild elephants are still found there. Wild
buffaloes, which were formerly very common, have become scarce of
late years, and the wild boar is much less plentiful than formerly.
There is no organised system in the Distnict for the destruction of
wild animals, but rewards are given on the scale sanctioned by the
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of this neighbourhood was rented by a Mr. Fernandez. There is,
however, no trade at the present day in this article. The zsamfnddrs
do indeed farm out the combs on their estates, but the farmers ap-
pear to care only for the honey, and neglect the wax. The bees do
not seem to select the %474/ for their combs, but occupy any large-
sized tree, wherever situated, being especially partial to the Asijal
tree, which is common in marshes.

The Palfs and Kochs, two semi-aboriginal castes, who are very
numerous in Maldah, live in the more open parts of the 2444/, but
they do not earn their livelihood by dealing in jungle products.
They cultivate the land to a small extent, but substantially support
themselves by hunting and fishing, eating the game they catch.
They seem to avoid as much as possible approaching any place of
public resort, and are averse to trade or barter. They prefer to
gain a bare subsistence directly out of the natural products of the
soil.

FerZ NaTurRZE—The following is a list of the more important
wild animals : — Tiger, leopard, tiger cat, civet cat, mungoose,
otter, hyzna (very rare), wolf (rare), jackal, and ox, rhinoceros
(very rare), wild hog, wild buffalo, large swamp deer or gouz, hog
deer, and spotted deer. Among smaller game are found,—florican,
black partridge, £ya% partridge, quail, jungle-fowl, peafowl, snipe,
hares, green pigeon, plover (golden and grey), lapwing, wild geese
(grey and barred headed), demoiselle crane, wild duck (not very
numerous), pintail duck, black pink-headed duck, spotted- bill
duck, red-headed pochard, crested pochard, and other ducks
and teal.

Maldah has always been celebrated for the unusual quantity of
large game which it affords, and especially for its tiger-hunting.
The ruins of Gaur and Panduah, each of which extends over several
square miles, are the favourite haunt not only of tigers, but of
every other beast, bird, and reptile which frequents the isolated
jungles of Bengal. The 24/d/, also, which is estimated to cover
about 150 square miles in this District, particularly that portion
between the T4ngan and Purnabhabd rivers, is almost entirely
given up to wild animals. Cultivation is hardly spreading at all in
this direction. The jungle is too dense in many cases to admit
even the passage of an elephant, and consequently the larger beasts
of prey breed almost undisturbed, and their number is not on the
decrease. Comparatively few are destroyed by the native shibdris;
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but the Collector thinks that from thirty to forty tigers are annually
killed by sportsmen, who do not claim the reward. So long as
these animals refrain from the habit of attacking men, their pre-
sence is desired rather than dreaded by the cultivators. Dr.
Buchanan Hamilton expresses the opinion, when writing of this
very region, ‘that a few tigers in any part of the country that
1s overgrown with jungle or long grass are extremely useful,
in keeping down the number of wild hogs and deer, which are
infinitely more mischievous than themselves.”! Mr. Pemberton, the
Revenue Surveyor in 1848, also states that ‘the inhabitants of
Gaur are rather partial than otherwise to the tigers, and are un-
willing to point out their lairs to sportsmen. They call them their
chaukiddrs, as being useful to them in destroying the deer and wild
hog, with which the place abounds, and which make sad havoc of
their crops.’” The other side to the picture may be leamed from
the story of the notorious man-eater of 1863. This animal had its
favourite haunt in the ruins of Panduah, but infested the whole of
the high road between Maldah and Dindjpur. It is reported, on
the authority of the gentleman who was at that time Magistrate of
Maldah, that ‘this mischievous and cunning beast killed no less
than 110 persons before it was finally shot.’

With reference to the cost annually incurred in keeping down
wild beasts, the Collector reports that between 1832 (when the
District was first constituted) and 1870, a total of Rs. 2127. 5. 4,
or £212, 145. 8d., had been paid out of the treasury under this
head. This would give an average of nearly /{6 per year, but of
course the amount has varied very considerably. For example, in
1847, no less than £24, 10s. od was paid in one lump for the
destruction of 196 hyznas; but since the date of that memorable
battue these animals have hardly ever been seen in the District.
The annual police reports return the number of deaths from wild
beasts for the 8 years ending 1860 at 40, which would give an
average of 5 for each year. The number of deaths from snake-bite
in the same period is returned at 447, or an annual average of 51,
No rewards appear to have been ever offered for snake - killing,
There is no trade in wild-beast skins, nor, apart from the fisheries,
do the fere nature contribute in any way to the wealth of the
District, though it is stated that the porpoises by their oil and
the otters by their skins might become most profitable sources of
trade.
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of July, after the Convolvuli have flowered. A class of people called
jugts collect a large quantity of shells, for the purpose of converting
them into lime by burning. This lime is much used by the people,
who chew it with pdn leaves and betel-nut ; it is also used in the
manufacture of indigo. Dr. Buchanan Hamilton states that the
best lime is prepared from two species of mussel (Mytilus), which
greatly resemble the Anatinus common in the rivers of England,
but are much smaller in size. The second quality of lime is pre-
pared from a kind of snail called sdmu#, almost round, and about
two inches in diameter. The worst lime, which is never eaten, is
made from a smaller conical snail about an inch long.

Fere NaTURE—The following account of the ferz nature
of the Rangpur District is for the most part condensed from Dr.
Buchanan Hamilton’s very valuable Ms. Report, supplemented by
later information furnished in 1871 by the Collector of the District. -
As explained when quoting Dr. Buchanan Hamilton’s list of trees,
it must be remembered that his statements refer to a very much
larger area than the present District. Some of the animals men-
tioned in the following list may not be found at all, or only very
rarely, in Rangpur at the present day; and the modes of hunting
described may now be obsolete.

WiLp AN1MaLs.—Tigers and leopards appear to be more nume-
rous now than in former years. Buchanan Hamilton states that
when he was in the District they were very rarely seen, and that in
Battrishazdri, one of the tracts then most exposed to their depre-
dations, one man might be killed every two or three years, and about
fifteen to twenty head of cattle annually. In 1871 the Collector
reported to me that these animals were numerous in many parts of
the District, especially in the chars or sandy islands of the Brahma-
putra. Wild buffalo are numerous, especially in tracts where deer
are found. Dr. Buchanan Hamilton states that many of these
animals are caught in pitfalls by the villagers, who also capture
the young ones alive, especially in the rainy season, when the
inundation confines the herds to a few high places. On such
occasions the people in their canoes attack a herd with spears,
and after having killed or dispersed the old ones, are often
able to secure some of the young. The buffalo is also sometimes
hunted for the sake of the horns and skin. The hunters take an
advance of money from a trader. Two or three men usually go
together, and, without attempting to conceal themselves, shoot the
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buffalo with poisoned arrows. The slightest wound proves fatal in
a few hours, during which time the hunters watch the animal, and
avoid a near approach until he is dead. The total number of skins
procured is, however, very inconsiderable. The common black
bear of India is found, but not very abundantly. Many exist in the
Sinheswar forest, and occasionally kill a person who may have
wandered near them. They eat mango, jack, and plantain trees, as
well as honey, but do no harm to the crops or herds. In the early
years of the century, elephants were numerous throughout the
eastern and north-western divisions of Rangpur, now separated from
the District, but they scarcely ever penetrated into the more settled
parts ; in the outlying tracts, however, they were very destructive
to the grain crops. Dr. Buchanan Hamilton states that when
the rice approaches maturity, the cultivators in the parts which
elephants frequent have to keep a watch on the crop every night.
Stages are erected on posts twelve or fourteen feet high; on one
side of the stage a small shed is erected for the watchmen, who keep
watch in pairs, one man feeding a fire which is kept constantly
burning in the open part of the stage, while the other sleeps. In
the event of elephants, deer, or hogs coming to the field, the sleeper
is roused, and both men unite in attempting to frighten away the
intruders by shouting and beating drums. They never attack the
animals, The sd/ forests seem to be the principal haunts of the
elephants during the rainy months ; in the dry season they frequent
the reed thickets. In travelling from ome place to another,
elephants usually follow a regular path made by themselves, which
soon becomes well beaten and smooth. Several landholders keep
tame female elephants as a decoy for capturing wild ones. The
decoy elephant is provided with a long rope, which is fastened to its
girdle and coiled on its back. At the end of the rope is a running
noose, which the rider of the decoy female elephant throws round
the neck of the wild one. As soon as the noose is thrown, the
decoy walks away, and the noose is drawn tight, until the unfortu-
nate pnsoner is nearly strangled. The willagers then attach ropes
to his legs, and fasten him to a stout tree until he becomes some-
what tame, The elephants caught in this manner are usually small,
seldom more than six and a half feet high, and a larger proportion
of them die than of those captured by being surrounded with a stout
stockade (Zheda). In Mechhpdrd and Hawdrdghdt elephants are
occasionally caught in pitfalls (d/#ar). These are dug in the paths
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frequented by the elephants, and carefully covered over with
branches and earth. A watch is kept near, and when an elephant
has been trapped, the watchers come up with lighted torches, and
make as much noise as possible in order to drive away the herd,
who would otherwise help their companion to escape. As soon as
the herd is frightened off, ropes are made fast to the captive and
tied to trees. One side of the pit is then dug away, so as to make a
slope, and enable the animal to come out of the trap. This, again,
is 2 bad method of catching elephants, for the animals are frequently
so much injured by the fall that they never recover. Elephants are
also sometimes hunted and killed for the sake of the ivory. Rhino-
ceros are frequently met with in the forests and extensive reed
thickets, especially in the eastern tracts which now form the Godl-
pird District. They are perfectly harmless animals, and do no
injury either to man or crops. Many persons make a profession of
hunting them for the sake of the horn and skin. The homn is in
great request, being considered to possess peculiar medicinal virtues ;
it is also utilized for making bracelets and cups used in the religious
ceremonies of the Hindus. The skin is used for making targets and
shields. The loss of life from wild beasts (almost solely caused
by tigers and leopards) for the three years ending 1868-69 is
returned by the police as follows :—1866-67, 49; 1867-68, 35;
1868-69, 38 : annual average for the three years, 41. The amount
paid in the shape of Government rewards for the destruction of wild
beasts in the same three years is returned as follows:—1866-67,
Rs. 24. 2. o, or £ 2, 8s. 3d., paid for the destruction of 1 tiger and
9 leopards ; in 1866-67, Rs. 141. 10. 8, or £ 14, 3s. 4d., for 16 tigers
and 1 leopard ; and in 1868-69, Rs. 17. 8. o, or 471, 15s. od., for 1
tiger and 5 leopards.

THE OTHER VARIETIES OF MAMMALIA are the following :—Wild
hogs are met with in nearly every part of the District ; but in the
eastern and north-western tracts, in the Sinheswar forest, and the
Pang4 forests they are very troublesome and destructive. In this
part of the country thé Hindu cultivators capture the wild hog in
nets, and the flesh is considered as pure food. No attempt is made
to extirpate or reduce the number of these animals, which are only
occasionally killed for the sake of the flesh. Deer of many kinds
are very numerous and destructive to the crops, particularly in the
eastern and north-western tracts, The most common variety of deer
is called either gaos or dhaldngi. The other kinds are the spotted
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is ferruginous ; but the ore is not worth smelting, owing to the very
scanty portion of the metal which it contains. Belid Ndrdyanpur, a
large village on the right bank of the Pigld madi, is described by

. the Revenue Surveyor in 1857 as being a market for ron ore
There were at that time sixty-two furnaces at work there, but the
ore was all brought from the neighbouring Distnict of Birbhim.
Stone is also to be found in Palsi #Adnd, but the quality is not suit-
able for building purposes. The calcareous earth called ghuten 1s
obtained in several parts of the 7Adnds of Palsd and Mirzdpur, and
is extensively used for making lime. In the same localities, and
generally over the whole of the R4rh or western half of the District,
kankar or nodular limestone is found and applied to the purpose of
road-making.

Forests AND WiLD VEGETABLE PrODUCTS.—There is one sd/
forest in the District, called the Mohrapur forest, in the Palsi #hdnd.
It is now the property of J4i Sankar R4i, who purchased it for £ 300.
Besides timber, it yields fasar silk and beeswax. Sanidmul and
ananidmul, medicinal drugs of great repute, are also found in it;
the latter of these 1s said to be an excellent substitute for sarsa-
parila. In the west and north-west parts of the District, the lac
insect has to a certain extent been domesticated on jute plants and
the Butea frondosa. The people who rear it drive an extensive
trade in lac. The tribes who eamn their livelihood by trading in
jungle products are mostly the Santdls and the Dhédngars.

In the south-west of the Dastrict, at the confluence of the Mor and
the Dwark4 rivers, there 1s a tract of low-lying country, about six-
teen square miles in area, known as the Hejél, which is used for
pasturing cattle. During the rains it is covered with water, and
produces dus and dore rice ; but during the dry season the Go4lds
drive hither numerous herds of cattle. Besides the Hej4l, there
are numerous smaller spots of pasturage ground scattered over the
District.

FErE NATURE.—Wild beasts are now very uncommon in the
District of Murshiddbdd. The Revenue Surveyor, in 1857, gives the
following information :—*Tigers are occasionally found in the hilly
parts to the north-west, which have probably strayed from the
Santdl Pargands. Leopards, civet cats, and wild cats find cover in
the jungles about the native villages. Rhinoceros have been seen
in ‘the north of the District; a few buffaloes still remain in the
Nawdrangd and Saulmdri 2#%s,; and wild hog are found about the
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different swamps and on the chars of the Ganges, All, however,
are yearly becoming more and more scarce, and but little sport is
now to be found in the District. The advance of cultivation is
rapidly driving the wild animals away.’ Monkeys of two sorts
abound, especially in the Rd4rh or western half of the District. In
the Rdrh, also, several kinds of deer are found, among which are the
spotted deer, the hog deer, and the antelope. These animals are
hunted both for their meat and for their skins, The birds found in
the District include the black and red partridge, quail, ortolan, snipe,
plover, wild duck, wild goose, and several sorts of doves, at least two
kinds of the parrot family, the fish-eagle, and many sorts of hawks,
the common vulture, adjutant, herons, etc. To the list of fishes
given on a previous page in connection with Fisheries (pp. 31,
32), may be added the Gangetic porpoise and the crocodile.

The average annual number of deaths from wild beasts during
the years 1864-68 was 13 ; and the average number of deaths caused
by snake-bite during the same period of five years was 222. In the
year 1869-70 the sum of Rs. 19. 10. 0, or just under £z, was paid in
rewards for the destruction of wild beasts; but no such rewards have
ever been offered for keeping down venomous snakes.

Apart from the fisheries, and a small trade in deerskins carried
on in the north-west, the fere nature do not contribute in any way
to the wealth of the District.

PoruraTION ESTIMATES PRIOR TO 1872,—It is hardly necessary
to state that before the Census of 1872 there existed no trustworthy
estimates of the population of Murshiddbdd District. The totals
arrived at were formed, not by actual enumeration, but by some
rough process of average calculations. The old figures, however,
have a certain interest, though it would be most unsafe to use them
for purposes of comparison with the results of the authoritative
Census. The area of the District has not been altered during the
present century to such an extent as to require any modification on
this account. The Census Report by Mr. Beverley, C.S,, p. 1oz,
supplies the following information :—‘In 1801, the population was
estimated at 1,020,572 persons. In 1829, a tolerably accurate
Census of the District was taken by Mr. H. V. Hathorn, the
Magistrate. The results were as follow :—Hindus—males 268,148,

females 269,162 ; total Hindus, 555,310 : Muhammadans—males
216,478, females 196,344 ; total Muhammadans, 412,822: grand
total 968,132. In 1837, Mr. Adam took a Census of the thdnd
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PasTURE GROUNDS.—The principal pasture grounds in D4rjfling
are the reserved Government forests, and in the rains the highest
mountains. The right of pasturage on Government land is rented
by the Forest Department, and yields an annual income of about
AL 115. The Gurungs, a tribe of Nep4lfs, annually depasture large
flocks of sheep in this District, taking them to the heights in the
rains, and in the cold weather bringing them down to the plains for .
sale. The Ghdlids, a Nepdlf tribe, and the Bhutids and Lepch4s,
depasture large herds of buffaloes and cows indiscriminately. The
Mechs in the plains, and the Nepilis in the Hills Sub-division of the
District, collect and trade in jungle products, but this is merely
made a subsidiary occupation to that of agriculture.

FErE NaTurz—No kind of game is very abundant in the hilly
tract. Among the larger descriptions found are bears, large and
small leopards, and musk deer on the higher mountains ; large deer
(sambhdr) on the lower ranges ; and a few elephants and tigers on
the slopes above the plains. In the Zardi Sub-division, tigers, rhino-
ceros, deer, wild hog, and a distinct species of wild pig, called ndphd
by the natives, are all pretty abundant. A few wolves are also found.
The expense incurred in 1869 in keeping down wild animals amounted
to Rs. 317. 8. o or £31, 15s. od., paid in the shape of rewards for
their destruction. The amount paid during the five preceding years
had averaged considerably less. The increase is due to the fact
that it was found necessary in 1869 to materially augment the rates
which were previously paid for the destruction of wild animals. The
reward for killing a tiger is now Rs. zo0 or £2; previous to 1869 it
was Rs. 5 or ros.: the reward for a leopard is now Rs. 10 or £1;
formerly it was Rs. 2. 8. o or §s.: the rate for bears is, and has
always been, Rs. 2. 8. o or gs. per head. The reward for the de-
struction of a wild elephant is Rs. 10 or £ 1, and for a rhinoceros,
Rs. 5 or 10s.; previous to 1869 no rewards were given for the de-
struction of these latter animals. No rewards have ever been paid for
the destruction of venomous snakes. Among the smaller varieties of
game found in the District, hare, jungle-fowl, peacock, partridge, snipe,
woodcock, wild duck, wild geese, and green pigeon are numerous in
the Zardi Sub-division. Jungle-fowl and pheasants are met with in the
hills. Among fishes, the maksir is found in the Tist4 ; and the sau/,
sdl, boydl, rangt, ruki, tor, agar, khdrsild, dekdr, bdyes, and urantd exist
in all the rivers. No trade is carried on in the skin of wild animals,
but Thibet4n traders purchase the hides of domesticated buffaloes.



40 STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF DARJILING.

POPULATION.—Prior to 1872, no attempt was ever made towards
an enumeration of the population of the entire District. In 1869
a Census was taken of the inhabitants within the limits of the D4rjfl-
ing Municipality, which correspond to those of the tract originally
ceded by the R4j4 of Sikkim to the British Government as a sana-
tarium in 1835. The result gave a total of 22,607 persons, made
up as follows :—Male adults 11,643, male children 3123 ; total
males 14,766 : female adults §200, female children 2641 ; total
females 7841 : grand total, 22,607 persons. The area of Dirjfling
Municipality is returned at 88,320 acres, and in 1869 contained
2223 houses, showing an average of 10°17 souls to each house, or
3'90 per acre. The 11,643 male adults were classified as follows :
— 125 Europeans, 14 Eurasians, 3 native Christians, 9881
Hindus, 727 Muhammadans, 300 Lepchds, 582 Bhutids, 1
Chinaman, 2 Maghs, 1 Madr4si, and 7 Armenians. The Census
thus taken for this tract is believed to be fairly accurate, as the
individuals were actually counted.

A regular Census of the entire District was taken by authority of
Government in the cold weather of 1871-72. Owing to the difficult
nature of the country, the absence of regular villages, and the
scattered population, it was found impossible to attempt a simultane-
ous census, and the ascertained results were arrived at by a gradual
enumeration, which lasted nearly throughout the cold weather.
The Bengal Census Report thus describes the mode adopted in
taking the Census:—*‘ In D4rjiling, with the exception of the Head-
quarters Station and Karsidng, and the coolie lines on the various
tea plantations, there are no villages in the proper sense of the term.
The people live in their separate enclosures near their patches of
cleared cultivation, but often at a considerable distance from each
other; and as, owing to the difficult nature of the country, much
time and labour is expended in passing from one enclosure to
another, a census to be taken in one night would involve the ap-
pointment of an enumerator to almost every enclosure—an arrange-
ment which the illiterateness of the people renders a sheer impos-
sibility. The District was carefully mapped out by the Deputy-
Commissioner and divided into four well-defined tracts, which, for
purposes of supervision, were distributed between himself and his
immediate subordinates. The Census was effected by trustworthy
men, who had certain blocks of land assigned them, and whose
business it was to see that no house within their respective blocks
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