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MARY TAVENER HOLMES
Nlustrated by JON CANNELL

J. Paul Getty Museum
Los Angeles - oerm—
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SHE WAS JUST A BABY, even though she was

covered in iron plates and weighed a thousand pounds. -
- She was looking right at me with her soft brown eyes.

and she was not one bit afraid. [ wasn’t a,fmid' either.

We had great adventures together.

THIS IS OUR:TRIVE STORY.



HER NAME WAS ULA/RA and she was a rhinoceros. She was so young when she -
lost her parents. This was in India. in the late 1730s. A kind man took her into his house,

where she walked earefully around the furniture and ate from plates..

Though tame as a kitten. she soon hegan to grow too big for her home. And so the man sold
her to me, Douwe. Douwe Van der Meer.



I was a sea captain. from Holland.
and I took Clara onto my boat.
the good ship KNABENHOE.
She was a fine sailor and lived

on the Knabenhoe happily for six
long months.




CLARA’,S FIRST ]OU]{MEY, from CALCUTTA 1o ROT TERDAM ; 1741

Athite Jeoans

HOLLAND
- R orTERDAM

(' EUROPE
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" Really Stinks)

I WANTED CLARA tobe
comfortable and even made her
a special skin lotion of fish oil
and mud. She smelled terrible.
She loved it.




Few people in Europe had
ever seen a Teal rhinoceros.

or even a picture of one.

y s

Everyone was fascinated....
So I decided we must let
the world see Clara,

and let Clara see the world!

And so began our very first tour.



You must understand—a rhinoceros eats CL

~ allthe time. ALL THE TIME: , : M(
60 pounds of hay. 20 pounds of bread.. e/ a/ ’eé’
washed down with 15 buckets of water.. A DAY.




There were certain things she loved. '

ORANGES. She could never get

enough orandes.

And. strange as it-seems, beer.
which I gave her from a bowl.
This made her burp.

" She liked the smell of tobaceo. and

if I had been smoking my pipe—or
eating an orande—she licked my face.
She had a soft tongue. like a puppy’s.
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- I MADE A SPECIAL CRATE for her. The crate fit
onto a wagon. The wagon hadhuge wheels. and a ramp for her
to climb up and down. We needed eight strong horses to pull our

wagon and its heavy passender over the rough roads.
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We pasted posters all over Europe, o let people - )A/{e/ l

know that Clara was coming to town, and
when they could see her—from nine t0 noon
and from two to six—and how much they
would have to pay. 1510
- Finally, in the
spring of 17%6. we
set out on our first
tour—through
(rermany. Austria,

and Switzerland.
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MINIATURE
"fAR CHDUK E
KARL JOSEPH

SoN of EMPRES$
MARIA THERESA

~ AUGUSTUS HAD A FACTORY just for

Before you knew it. porcelain rhinoceroses

the TH IRD

making porcelain—beautiful. fragile porcelain. -

began to appear all over Europe.










172_1':9 and a new destination: France.
We headed to Versailles. the great palace
outside of Paris. to visit King Louis XV.
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The dilapidated zoo at Versailles contained one old camel.,
two wheexing lions, two tigers, a grumpy pelican. a seal....
Louis was very taken with Clara, and for a short time it looked

like Clara might be moving in with the other animals!

But I couldn’t leave her there.

RHINOCERQS | PenicAN




ON WE WENT to the

dlorious city of Paris.

Never had I seen such a -
reaction. The whole ety
went craxy with...

I saw eloeks
that looked
S like Clara...

... hairstyles in
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rhino horns!
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Rich people even
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dressed up their
horses to look

like Clara. -



Writers and philosophers stared and
stared at her and then deseribed her

in their big encyclopedias.




Jean-Baptiste Oudry came to take a look at Clara.
He had painted the king’s hunting dogs; now he
announced he was going to make a portrait of Clara.

LIFE-SIZE. And so he did.

The soulful expression on her sweet rhinoceros face!
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Just as vmportant,
I’m glad that Clara could

see the world.

*




Java

These are only a few of the things I remember from" my

travels with Clara, who lived to be about twenty years of age.

We were fellow sailors, traveling companions, and. really,
friends. A day doesn’t go by that I don’t think about her.

I'm glad that the world had the opportunity to see Clara.



Pietro Longhi was a friend of mine, and he painted this picture
of Clara in her stall, being visited by people in their fantastic
(arnival masks. (That’s me on the right. puffing on my pipe.)
The masks were made of papier-maché. A half-mask was called
a bauta. A full mask was called a domino. and you kept it on
your face with a button that you held between your teeth.
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From Rome we traveled north to Venice.

We arrived in time for the biggest party
in all of Europe. It begins on the day after
Christmas and continues for months and
1s called Carnival.

la

&y
TN

WS

e e N e e st



It was here that something terrible happened: CLARA LOST HER HORN.
She must have rubbed it off on her crate.

For days and weeks I was afraid she was sick. And what were we going to do?
A rhinoceros without a horn is not much of a rhinoeeros.

/ _ I'm happy to report that her horn eventually grew back. just like human

hair and fingernails do.




After our grand success in France. we decided to do to Italy.
By March of 1750, we were in Rome.
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Johann Joaehim Kiindler ((rerman,1706-1775),
A ik Riding o Rkanecervz, Poreclain, polychrome enamel
dosoration, gilding, 1076 x 1046 x 324 in. I
Historisches Museum Bern, < !
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1, Ol on eanvas, 10 055 e x 19414 9 Y8 i,
Staatliches Museum Schwerin.
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Pretro Longhi (Itakian, 1702 1383), The Rhanaceros,
ea. 1751 Ol on canvas, 24716 x 19146 in.
Venien, Museo dol Settecento Veneziuno di
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