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HISTORY OF S§SIAM.

From the French of Tuxpin *.

CHAPTER L —Of the Origin of the Siamefe.

T'HE origin of the name of Siam is unknown to its own inhabitants, and thofe who-

rely on the aid of etymology to difperfe the obfcurity which veils the cradle of
nations, derive it from the Pegouan language, in which the word Siam fignifies free ;
therefore thefe people boaft of having the fame name with the French (Francks) ; and
although always fubje& to-defpots who tyranmife over them, or neighbours who
opprefs them, they deck themfelves with a name which can only ferve to reproach
them with their flavery and degradation. : '

It is fufpeCted that it was given them by the Portuguefe, who, before fhey entered
this kingdom, already poffefled fettlements in Pegou. Geographers are not agreed
as to its fituation : it is known that it lies in the peninfula of India, poffefing 120
leagues in length, and rather more than 100 in its teft breadth. La Loubere, to:
the north, affigns it the country of Laos; to the a%t:a:he kingdoms of Cambaya and

. Keo; to the fouth, the great Gulph of Siam; and on the weft, the peni of
Malaca. It is in the form of a half-moon, 450 leagues in circuit. The maritime
coafts are well known, but fcarcely any thing of its interior. The whole of thig
country is bordered by high mountains, which feparate it from the kingdoms of Laos,
Pegou, and Ava. efe chains of mountains leave between them a plain of near
3100 leagues in extent, which forms the chief part of the kingdom. :

" The coafts of the Gulph of Siam are computed at 200 leagues, and thofe on the
Bay of Bengal at 180. A country furrounded by fuch an extent of feas is well
adapted for commerce and pavigation. Bountiful nature has beftowed on it many
ports, while fhe has been fparing to the oppofite coaft of Coromandel.

The origin of this people is concealed beneath a veil of myftery, whicl they are
fcrupulous of removing., Their claims to antiquity are a colle®ion of fables, fup-

rted by popular traditions, which with them fupply the place of hiftoric monuments.

hey have neither books nor public archives where the chronicles of the nation might
be depofited. It is true, that in 1685 they reckoned an zra of.2229 years, which
began at Sommona-Kodon, the founder of their religious worthip; but their ignorance:
of all the arts fhould render their chronology doubtful; it cannot be determined if
they are the defcendants of the original inhabitants of this country. Fhofe who
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its kernel very flat and large; its odour approaches to turpentine. As its flavour is
agreeable, and its quality heating, the Siamefe, eat it with vinegar, efpecially when
fomewhat large. : :

, They make ufe of falted ducks’ eggs, which they preferve feveral months without
fpoiling. They put a good deal of clay round each egg as a cruft, and when they
want to eat them, they take off this cruft and harden the egg: it is thus they preferve
their melons, which they falt in flices, and which they always keep excellent. They
alfo ufe ginger, which grows abundant in this kingdom: the Dutch make an excellent
preferve of it, which they export to Batavia ; but it is too heating.

Silver and corries are what the Siamefe prefer receiving in exchange for their pro-
dutions; but they have a predilettion for coloured linens, muflins, carpeting, and
filks, efpecially thofe of China, which being gayer and lighter are more fuitable to
the climate. This tafte, however, is not exclufive, as they anxioufly feek for the
fcarlets and velvets of Europe; and it is with thofe articles our merchants might render
the Siamefe tributary to their induftry. : :

Mutkets, gunpowder, and flints would command a quick fale and confiderable
profit. The Siamefe would willingly take them in exchange for their moft valuable:
productions, and would even pay for them in the money of their country, which con«
fifts in fmall balls of filver, marked at the corner by the King. '

The fale of opium is abfolutely contraband : the forbidding the introduion of it
into this kingdom originates in the difpofition of the people to abufe the ufe of it. Its
effets have at different times caufed the greateft ravages: the prefent King has pafled .
fentence of death on feveral of his fubje&ts who had tranfgreffed this law. The Siamefe,
accuftom themfelves to take it, beginning by a grain, and encreafing the number to
half a dozen. Some {wallow it, but the greater part fmoke it, which caufes a fleepy’
drunkennefs. They fay then they have {fublime and grand ideas; each has dreams
agreeable to his temperament; the ambitious man beholds at his feet monarchs and
flaves in chains ;. the bilious man is feized with vifions of horror and difmay ; the mild:
and benevolent man beholds all the world applaud him. However, there is nothing:
fo facred that the Siamefe is not ready to break through to procure this root, which .
fells for its weight in filver, which is not furprifing among a people who believe that
dreams are books in which the fates are written. .

Although all climates meoft expofed to the vivifying rays of the fun prefent us with
produtions which nature refufes to colder regions, ée ftill difpenfes her bounty, and
northern countries have their peculiar riches. Throughout India are to be found
peas, potatoes, cibol, radifhes, fmall cucumbers, gourds, water-melons, pariley,
balm, forrel; but all thefe vegetables only refemble ours in the name. They are not
acquainted with our roots, nor the different herbs which compofe our fallads, which
thould be attributed to the negligence of the people, and not to the fault of the foil.
Since all our herbs tranfported to Batavia have not degenerated, it may be prefumed
they would have equally fucceeded in Siam.

' CI{AP. Xt f— dm"c
AMONG all quadrupeds the elephant may be faid to hold the firft rank, whether
as to its bulk, ftrength, and utility, or for the inftin& which this animal feems to
;mﬂ'efs in a fuperior degree. No country in the univerfe produces finer than are to be

-found in Siam ; the la.rger are as much as twelve feet high. Its bulk is proportionate.
to
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to its height; its feet are as ftraight as columns, and the under part is very foft, fo
that you fcarcely hear it tread. 'When it walks it puts forward the two legs of the
fame fide, which givesan uncouth and fatiguing motion to its body, and confequently
to thofe who ride it, particularly if they are not accuftomed toit. It hasbeent ought
that they never lie down; but that is an error which is now correfted : they lie down
like other animals, but they generally fleep ftanding and without fupport. = With his
trunk he blows the duft from the place where he would lie, and makes it much cleaner
than if it had been fwept by the moft careful domeftic. After he lies down, he puts
the end of his trunk into his mouth, for fear the ants fhould get into it ; and if, not-
withftanding this precaution, any one has the addrefs to penetrate into it, he becomes
enraged, and blows with violence, to get rid of fo troublefome a gueft.

He ufes his trunk as a hand, to whatever he eats to his mouth, which is fmall,
when compared to the coloffal form of his body ; his under jaw in particular is very
fmall. When he would drink, he takes in his trunk about half a pail-full of water,
which he pours into his mouth. With his trunk he tears off the branches of trees, of
which he eats the leaves or mofs, and if he does not find them juicy, he beats them
on one of his legs. When he findsa trunk of a banana tree, which is foft, but too
large to put in_his mouth he takes care to hold one end in his trunk, while he fplits
the other with his teeth, when he has made it fit to be chewed, he takes it to his mouth,
In fhort no animal eats with fo much cleanlinefs. : :

Their ftrength furpaffes that of all other quadrupeds. Formerly they were loaded .
with towers, filled with foldiers, and they often decided the fate of battles: Their two
teeth weigh about two hundred and thirty pounds. It is difficult to conceive how fo
ftrong an animal fhould be fo eafy to manage. A common rope confines him, tied
by the hind feet to a tree, but when he is enraged, or frightened by any fudden noife 5
fuch as thunder or the report of cannon, to which he is not yet accuftomed, he breaks
ropes thicker than the wrift, as eafily as he would break a thread. Only his k
can calm his fury, and even his voice he depifes when at heat. Fortunately nature has
furnifhed him with the means of appeafing the burning flames which torture him.

Although the elephant is at rut, and always livesamong females, they never couple
in the houfes ; they then feek the woods and retired places ; it feems as it their modefty
was afhamed of their natural wants. When the male is enraged, it is fufficient to fhew
him a female, and he becomes quiet and tra&able.

If a domeftic female elephant is to be covered, the muft be fuffered to go into the
woods, with trammels, that fhe may not ftray too far; fhe does not fail to get covered,
and fhe then immediately returns home. She goes twelve months, and when nigh
bringing forth, they let her go into the woods, becaufe they believe fhe would rather
burft than bring t{)rth in any inhabited place. She afterwards returns home with
her young one. .

The elephant has only two teats which are placed between the two fore legs; and
as the young one cannot reach its mother’s teats, it draws the milk with its trunk, and
then putsit in its mouth. Thefe animals never exert their ftrength againft their
keepers : a compaffionate gentlenefs feems to form their charalter ; and when they meet
a flock of fheep, they difperfe them with their trunk, asif they were afraid of crufhing
them with their weight. Although ufed for war, they never contra¢t that ferocity
V}high.:ll}e cuftom of fhedding blood infpires, and their natural wildnefs has an air
of timidity.

The lotZd of an elephant at Siam is not proportioned to his ftrength : in general he

. only carries twelve hundred pounds weight, and even with that, they cannot make -

him
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him go very far. When he finds himfelf too much fatigued, he fwells his belly, breaks -
in an inftant all the girths and cordages, and throws down his load, rather from lazinefs,
than being unable to fupport fo great a weight.

The King and perfons of quality generally ride on elephants. They either ufe a
ladder to get on his back, or make him kneel down. He holds out a leg, on which
they ftep, and he never rifes till they are feated. His ftep is much longer than that of
a horfe : his trot is pretty quick : he never ftumbles nor gallops. The ufe they derive
from him has infpired the Siamefe with the utmoft refpett for this animal ; they have
the fame regard for them they have for the human fpecies, and they would place
them in equality with men if they had the ufe of fpeech : efpecially thofe belonging
to the King are treated with moft diftinétion : they have their flaves, the number of
which is proportioned to their opinion of their fagacity. The white elephant, which is
the firft in dignity, has a hundred fervants to take care of him : the fides of his palace
are all gilt ; inftead of troughs, he has two bafons of maffive gold, and the moft
dignified mandareens do not think it any difgrace in devoting themfelves to his fervice:
the honours which are paid to him extend even to his relatives ; for the Siamefe
diftinguifh thefe animals by the fame family names which are ufed in Europe among
men.s This refpe& originates in the fyftem of metempficofis : they believe the fouls of
Kings and heroes pafs into the bodies of elephants. The white are the moft efteemed
and are moft rare. They fet a great value on black ones, but there are few of that
colour. : :

They ufe this animal alfo to draw water and large pieces of timber. When employed
in this work he does not feem to make the leaft effort ; he walks as eafy as if he had
no burthen to draw. They ufe him likewife to fhove veflels into the water with his
backfide, and to throw down buildings, when there is danger that a fire may fpread
to the neighbouring houfes. , o

The Siamefe are themfelves too idle to derive all the advantages they might from
fo ufeful an animal ; they only feem to value it for the effe&t and pomp it gives to
the travelling of their King. It is true they fell a great number every year at Mergui,
and derive a great profit from their teeth, in which they deal largely with the people
of Surat and Europe. .

One of the exercifes in which they inftru& the Princes of the kingdom, is to ride
the elephant, as the nobility of Europe are taught to ride the horfe ; ‘it is more particu-
larly in the manner of riding on the neck, that the moft addrefs is fhewn. It is not
poflible to fit on his back, om account of its breadth; befide that, he could not be
managed at fuch a diftance. Inftead of a ftirrup, they make ufe of a thick cord which
goes round his neck. The moft fkilful riders throw a noofe running, with wonderful
dexterity, to take thofe which are wild. This chafe, which is the moft noble, is only
permitted the Kings and Princes, although the woods are full of thefe animals. -A -
male alwafs goes at the head of a great number of females, which excites among the
males jealoufies and battles. The females never interfere in thefe quarrels, and full of
refpe&t for fpirit and courage, they abandon lLim that flies, and always follow the
conqueror. As in thefethunting parties, the King and Princes take a great many
elephants, they keep the fineft for their own ufe, and fend the others to Mergui, to be
fold to merchants who come from the coaft of Coromandel to trade in them, and who
bring in exchange the fineft linens and ftuffs from Bengal, Surat and Perfia. There
is fcarcely a year that at leaft fifty elephants are not fold. This trade forms the moft
folid wealth of the Siamefe, who by this fale, and that of their teeth, procure them-
felves foreign produtions. - Th

e
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The King referves this trade to himfelf, and no one elfe may carry it on. There
are tenants who are obliged to pay into the royal treafury a certain number of teeth.

- "This obliges them to go a hunting for them, and obtain as many as will furnith the

given number. They often conceal the produce of the chace, and fell the overplus
clandeftinely, but not without rifk, both to the feller and buyer ; they both are liable
to be condemned for life to cut grafs for the King’s tame elephants, a punifhment the
more fevere, as all the defcendants of thofe thus condemned remain for ever in this
flavery, unlefs liberated by a fpecial pardon from the King.

- The inftin& of the elephant places it above all other animals, and the Siamefe
efteerh it fo much, that many, to the difgrace of the human mind, are loaded with
titles, and endowed with the firft dignities in the kingdom.

It muft be confefled that this animal without his trunk would appear moft ftupid ;
but as it ferves him for arms and hands, it would almoft be imagined that this pro-
digious mafs thought and reafoned ; fo dextrous is he in the ufe of it to do whatever
he is ordered. : .

Among fifty of thefe animals, that the King of Siam had fent to Mergui to be fold,
was one more terrible, and more difficult to be conducted than any of the others: he
knew no one but his keeper, and would obey no one elfe whatever. All thefe ele-
phants were put into a large garden, near the Chriftian church : they were all tied
by the hind feet, each one to a feparate tree, fome diftance apart ; that they might
not annoy each other ; and as thefe animals are always eating they put before them
a bundle of grafs, and branches of the cocoa-tree and banana-tree. 'When this elephant,
who was called Cerca, faw that his keeper was abfent, he very dextroufly untied
the rope which faftened him to the tree with his trunk, and went and eat the grafs
and banana-trees of another elephant. If the other keepers tried to make him return
to his own tree, without minding them, he fhewed his teeth, fo that they were all
obliged to retire ; they could not accomplith it till his keeper came: as foon as the
animal faw him, he returned to his place, and appeared gentle and quiet. After having
played this prank for feveral days, his keeper beat him well with a ftick, which he
bore very quietly without the leaft fhew of anger. The keeper afterwards was eating
with fome of his comrades, a few paces from this elephant ; the animal took up a ftone
from the ground and holding it balanced in his trunk as if at play, threw it direél
into the earthen pot that held his keeper’s wine or brandy, which broke it and fpilt
all the liquor : this enraged the man and drew on him another fhower of blows, which
+he again took very quietly. Every day thefe animals are feen to do every thing their
keeper tells them to do, as to falute thofe they pals, pick up whatever their conductors
who are feated on their neck, let fall, and immediately give it them. This animal
takes an extraordinary affeGtion to thofe who have the care of feeding him. An

example was witneffed at Pondichery, in regard to a very drunken foldier, who every

-day gave fome fruit to an elephant. One day this foldier, being drunk, after giving
fome fruit to this elephant, fell afleep at his feet. The animal began to gently rub
him with his trunk. Some other foldiers, fearful that with his carefles he might hurt
their comrade, would have taken him up-: the elephant, far from permitting it,

prefented his teeth to whoever attempted to approach, and watched the man till he

awoke, ‘without ever allowing any one to come near him. -

Similar traits are every day obferved, which fhew how grateful this animal is for

any kindnefs thewn him. He has a natural affeCtion for monkies : for the Siamefe

keep a monkey in the place where they have their elephants; they think that if any

bad air fhould pafs through it would fall on the monkey, and not hurt the elephants.
6

There *
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There are other animalshe has in abherrence. He cannot bear a fowl : which obliges
them, in veffels which tranfport elephants, to take great care that the fowls do not get
out of their coops. They relate, that on board a veflel that was carrying elephants, -
a fowl having got loofe, and jumped uponithefe ammals, they became fo unruly, they
were fearful they would deftroy every thing ; fortunately the fowl fell under the feet
of an elephant, who inftantly cruthed it, which reftored tranquillity in the fhip. They
equally abhor the tigér and the crocodile ; for which reafon the King of Siam fore-
times gives a combat betwegn an elephant and one of thefe animals. The fight draws
an immenfe concourfe of people. In this combat the elephant has the head covered
with ftrong leather, to fcreen his trunk in it, and protect it from the claws of the tiger ;
he ruthes towards him, and endeavours to pierce him with his teeth, or to ftrike him
mtﬂ his trunk, which he takes care immediately to draw within this leather ; for if the
tiger caught it with his claws, he would become the conqueror, but if the elephant can
put his foot on the tiger, he immediately cruthes and kills him.

In the fame manner he fights the crocodile; he endeavours to pierce him under-
neath with his teeth, or to take him up in his trunk, and throw him into the air, and
cruth him under his feet when he falls again. But his moft formidable enemy is a
{pecies of tiger, very fmall it is true, but fo ative, that he fprings on his. back, and
tears him tll he drops dead. The ufual amufement of the Kings of Siam is hunting

‘elephants : they do- it three ways; : one is ta noofe them as they run in the woods ; the

other to lay fnares for them, in which they are caught by one foot : thethird mode,
which is the moft dextrous, and affords moft fport, - is to drive them into a circle, from
which they cannot get out without being taken : they employ the females to attra& them
into this {nare. ' ‘

Much addrefs is required to noofe them, and it is in this exercife, the young Lords are
chiefly inftruéted. The whole art confifts in throwing the noole without being them- -
felves entangled in it. They have fchools where they inftru& pupils in'this art, and
many become fuch adepts, that, mounted on one of thefe tame animals, they noofethe
wild elephant by the foot, although he does not rife it from the ground more than fix
or feven inches. When the animal is in the cord, they let him run in the woods, where

'he foon entangles himfelf in the brambles and roots of trees, in which the noofe

catches. They then try to familiarize him with domeftic elephants ; they tie him to
them when he is cowed' by hunger : they take him from the woods, and carry him *
into the city, where, in a few days, he becomés as traltable as the others. .

The fecond manner of taking wild elephants in fnares, is generally ufed by thofe
who are obliged to fupply the ‘King with a certain number of their teeth annually.
Although according to their principles, it is a great fin to kill thefe animals, yet intereft’
often carries it over religion, and the king allows thofe to be killed which are ill made,

~ and have natural defeéts, for examples, the ears, &c. &c: ‘T'he monarch, to excul-

pate himfélf from this fin, alledges that it is not he that kills them, and that he cpm-
mits that charge to men polluted by iniquity. :

They lay thefe fnares thus. At certain diftances in the wood they throw noofes
quite open, along the path, where they prefume the elephant will pafs. Thefe noofes,
whith are made of cord and buffalo’s hide, .on one patt touch the ground, and on the
other are elevated about a foot from it. At the end of the cord, which may be twelve
or fifteen feet long, is faftened a piece of wood in the form of a fmall anchor.” . When
the. elephant has caught his foot in this noofe he drags it for fome :time,. till it
faftens to the roots of the trees; the more the animal ftrives to difengage himfelf,:the

VoL IX. 4K " tighter



618 HISTORY OF SIAM.

tighter the noofe embraces his foot : the pain this creates caufes him to remain ftill
he then eats every thing around him within his reach, till he falls from weaknefs
and dies. : :

The third manner of taking elephants is the moft dextrous and moft amufing. They
drive them into a place furrounded with large ftakes, from whence they cannot get
out without being taken. In the fuburbs of the royal city, near the bridge which
joins it"to terra firma, is one of thefe large enclofures :' it is a long fquare, fhut with
two doors, made of ftrong bars : the door next the country is fimple, but that oppofite
to it, on the outfide refembles the pen, in which horfes are placed that are difficult to
be thod. This pen is proportioned to the fize and ftrength of the elephants: it has
two doors, one of which opens into a place furrounded with ftakes, about a foot
diftant from each other : and the fecond is at the other end : to get out of it, the door
lifts up and down in grooves. They call this invention piniate, which has given that
name to that quarter of the city, and the bridge that leads to it.

When they would bring the wild elephants to get them into this enclofure, they
fend ten or a dozen female elephants into the woods, at the head of which goes that
one which is beft trained, who carries on its back a large bundle of boughs, in which a
man is concealed, ¢o give the neceflary fignals, They are no fooner in the woods
than fome male comes to keep them company ; then etze man that is concealed, gives
his elephant the fignal to retum towards the enclofure. They return flowly eating
the leaves of the trees they meet with. The male elephants follow them, and if it
happens, that they ftray a little to feek for food, the females rejoin them, and take care
to keep them in the midft of them. This fport fometimes lafts feveral days, when the
males, more familiarized with them, follow them inftin&ively. By degrees they approach
the enclofure ; the beft trained elephant enters firft, and the others follow, male and
female. When they are all in, they drop the fliding door, and they are thus all fhut
up in the enclofure.

While the males are on the other fide, they take out the females by degrees, but
- when they perceive that the number of females diminifhes, they become enraged, beat
thofe that remain, and run round the enclofure to find a place to get out at. The
door of the pen which leads outwards is opened, and they thew a tame male elephant
through the bars of the other. As foon as the wild elephant perceives him, he enters
the pen to attack him ; but fcarcely has he entered it, when the door is let down, and
he finds himfelf taken, without being able to turn, becaufe thereis only juft room
enough for his body. They then put a noofe round each foot, taking a half turn
round each ftake that correfponds with his legs. Then the tame elephant retires, the
barred door is open, the wild elephant ftruggles, and makes vain efforts to ruth on the
tame one, who fhews his teeth at him. They flacken the cords that hold him by the
feet by degrees, and when all his body is out of the pen, two large tame elephants
come and place themfelves one on each fide, and they tie them all three together.
His new companions take care to give him fmart blows with their trunk, to make him
go on ; and when hie pace is too flow, another tame elephant which follows him, pricks
him with his teeth behind, which makes him quicken his fteps. They thus take him
to the river, from whence, after being well wathed and refrefhed, they, take him to a .
ftable, where they tie his neck and a feg to a ftake, which turns on a pivot at top and
bottom. His exertions fatigue and exhauft him, and by turning round with his ftake,

. he becomes ftill and quiet. The tame elephants come and take him tied to themfelves
> to the river the fame as the firft time, ‘ T
v . 6 ° o

’
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To thefe ceremonies they add a rigorous abftinence, which, by exhaufting his frength
in a2 month’s time renders him as docile and tame as the others. They only give
him a fufficient quantity of food to prevent him attually dying with hunger. This diet
makes him very lean, but as foon as he gets tame, he regains his condition in a thort
time. All the males that are in the enclofure are ferved in the fame way. Tame
elephants are fo numerous in this kingdom, that they can eafily find four or five for
the fervice of each of the new ones. The King, as well in the city as in the viflages,
always maintains about five-hundred. This fport may be looked upon, as the only
amufement of the court and nobles ; it is befides very lucrative to the King, and when
thofe taken are not handfome enough to be preferved, they are fold to the Mahome-
tans, who come to buy them, to tranfport them into the empire of the mogul. This
fport would ceafe to be a pleafure to them, if intereft did not find its account in it. This
lazy nation never emerges from its natural indolence, except when awakened by the
love of gain. It is true they hunt crocodiles and tigers, but it is generally only after
thofe cruel animals have devoured many men and ﬁwts. ’

The manner in which the Siamefe take thefe animals is very curious. Sitting one
day on the fhore, I faw a number of boats, in which they were fhouting and Iplathing
with their oars, to oblige the crocodile to go near the land, where they were to lame *
or thoot him. It is the moft terrible of all amphibious animals. Its. fhape refembles
the lizard, except that along the fpine of the back he has as it were fins of two or
three inches, which are as hard and as folid as the reft of his fkin. This animal, which is
generally eighteen or twenty feet long, has a large jaw, armed with murderous teeth.
The King of Siam has them taken alive, and keeps them in_parks, to fight with the
tiger and elephant. This is one of the grand diverfions of the court. The combat
between the tiger and the crocodile terminates in the death of both.

Of all quadrupeds, the ftrongeft and largeft after the elephant, is the rhinoceros,
who lives in the forefts. His fkin is a great obje& of trade. The animal, whofe fenfe
of fmelling is very fine, always gets under the wind ; it is in marfhy places, which he
inhabits by preference, that the hunters lay fnares for him; he lies down to fleep or
wallow in muddy waters. Though dangerous when enraged, he is very eafy to furprife.
His fize is nothing extraordinary, he is'in general the height of a large afs, and would
exaltly refemble it as to the head, if he had not above the nofe a horn about a hand’s
breadth in length. When angry he {wells, and appears hideous. His fkin is brown,
and fo hard, that a mufket ball cannot penetrate it. His tongue is briftled with fuch
a rough membrane that he flays whatever he licks. He breaks with eafe the hardeft
thorns, and his mouth is fometimes all bloody with them. The hunter aims his fhot
between his ears, becaufe it is the only place the ball can penetrate.

It is an error univerfally received in Europe, that the rhinoceros is the declared
enemy of the elephant. The Siamefe have never remarked this antipathy, and
when in travelling I have been obliged to ftop near fprings of water, which are found
here and there in the woods, I have often obferved quite freth marks of the feet of
elephants and the rhinoceros, and my guides have never fpoken of that natural
averfion, which it is faid divides thefe animals. 1 could difcover no figns of thofe
bloody combats which always cofts the life of one of the adverfaries. If thefe confli€ts
were real, trees would be obferved overthrown, and the earth torn up, as is obferved
in places where elephants have fought againft one another : and yet itis in places where
thereis water, that the two fpecies might eafily meet. The elephants frequent them to
bathe, and the rhinoceros goes there to feek the thorny wood, on which they feed.

"T'he Siamefe fometimes gear thefe animals, to make prefents of them to the Emperor

‘ 4K2 of



620 . . ‘KISTORY OF SIAM.

of China. " . They are oblifed to take all thofe caught in the woods to theKing’s court,
and this commiffion s very dangerous, unlefs they take the precaution to kill the dam,
who prote(ls theit with fury. She never has but one young one at'a time, and it is
not known how many months the goes, becaufe they have never had the females when
with young in a domeftic ftate. - :

-"I'he rhinoceros”dommorly feeds on the fharpeft thorns: he never lies down but in
mudd¥ placcs and in the thickeft forefts : he ‘turns up the earth like the pigs to find
different roots. 'The Siamefc find his fleth exquifite, which is not furprifing, as he
feeds on nothing but roots. It is a delicate prefent they make their friends; and whea
+ it is finoked, they make it an article of commerce. They are alfo very careful to pre-
ferve its blood, and' efpecially that of the heart, believing it to be a fovercign remedy
for complaints in the breaft, and diforders incident to women. They diffolve a little
of the blood in brandy or rice-water, and take a fmall_dofe every morning : and from
his horn they make cups, which they regard as a powerful antidote againtt all kinds
of poifon; and it is in confequence of this belief that moft of the Kings of India will
only drink out of cups of this fubftance; and fome horns fell as high as a hundred
crowns. When fplit through the middle, different figures are obfervable ; and the
~ eye, deceived, fancies men, animals, trees, and fruits: in fhort, every part of its
body is confidered medicinal. :

The Siamefe make light fhields of his fkin, which are bullet-proof: they prefer the
fkin which covers the thighs and fhoulders, which are more fcaly than the other parts
of the body. The reft ot the fkin is not ufelefs ; they dry it in pieces, and when they
would eat it they boil it ; it becomes very tender, and when well done they attribute
to it the quality of purifying the blood. So many ufeful qualities would render the
rhinoceros a valuable animal if he could be as eafily tamed as the elephant; but art
has yet never fucceeded in conquering his natural ferocity.

There are feveral fpecies of tigers in the woods of Siam'; and though India in ge-
neral feems to be the country of thefe favage animals, it may be faid that the kingdom
of Siam is their dwelling in particular ; the fpecies are there more various. The royal
" tigers are the moft dan ermg; they make cruel war with men and horned cattle : their -
" body is covered with black and yellow ftripes : they are but three feet high, but very
long : their paws are immenfe, and their claws very large ; they withdraw them or put
them out like the cats: their horrid and fiery countenance betrays their reftlefs and,
Aurious difpofition ; their fparkling eyes difcover them in the night, by being per-
ceivable at a confiderable diftance. They beat the ground with their tail while watch-

ing their prey, and fpring on it as the cat does on a moufg : they fay that if he miffes
his prey in the three fprings he makes, he quits it for ever. His cry is fometimes fhrill
and fometimes dreadful : he has the cunning to hide himfelf amoug the bufhes, from:
“which he feldom miffes the prey he marks. : ' '

The terror of his countenance damps the ftouteft courage. Men have been found,
till then intrepid, who have let their arms fall from their hand, and fuffer themfelves
to-be devoured, without thinking of defending themfelves. This terror that he in-
fpires extends to all animals: they lofe their ftrength and become motionlefs at his -
look, and have not even power to fly. It is however certin, that if one has the
courage t6 remain firm, and not to fly, he himfelf lofes his intrepidity, and feems to
refpect valour in others, and only to delight in eafy conquefts.

‘They diftinguith another kind, which they call biba : they are the fize of our com-
mon dogs : their {kin is yellow, and fpotted with round black fpots : he feldom attacks
: 8 . . ' ‘men
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men or cattle, but is very deftruive to fowls, goats, deer, and young.pigs; for the
old -ones do not fear him, and even ftoutly defend themfelves ag"i.izi the ftrongeft
tigers. ) . :

During my refidence in this kingdom they told me of a combat between a large tiger
and a ftrong boar, in which they both died of their wounds. There are feveral other
kinds of fmall tigers, not larger than our cats ; they get into the houfes at night, where:

" they make great havoc among the poultry : when the dogs can lay hold of them, they

do not fpare them. 1 f{aw one entirely fpotted with a deep violet colour: I never faw
fo beautiful a fkin : to feed it, it required a fowl every day, which it foon devoured.
They have alfo a kind of pole-cat which yields mufk, but whofe quality is much
inferior to that of the mufk-cat, On our return to Europe we had one of thefe pole--
cats on board the veffel, which very much annoyed us by the fmell it emitted : it had a
particular paffage by which it diftilled its mufk, and whenever that part was touched it
uttered doleful cries. At Siam there is alfo, as in all India, mufk-rats, which get into
the houfes. Every time they utter a cry they give an exhalation of mufk, whic% by its:
ftrength caufes the head-ach; and if it continues its cries the fmell becomes infup-
orable.
P The Siamefe breed but few cattle, becaufe their 'reli%:fon'forbidding them to eat
their flefh, the trouble of breeding them becomes burthenfome ; neverthelefs, they
have domeftic oxen, but the wild ones, which they call catins, are much ftronger
and larger. Their terrible horns, which they ufe dextrouily againft tigers, are their-
common arms. When the Siamefe kill them in the woods, they fmoke the flefh, be--
caule it is the only way to preferve it in a country where the exceflive heat fpoils every
' thing : but they have no great fale for it; for the continual perfpiration fo weakens:
their ftomachs, that they cannot digeft {o ftrong and grofs a food. .
_ It is not fo with the fleth of the buffalo, which fhey ufe without cxperiencing any
inconvenience fromit: perhaps the reafon is, the buffalo is a very hot animal ; even
its milk is heating ; therefore it is to be prefumed its fleth has the fame quality. It is:
- Jarger than the ox ; its colour is an athy black, the muzzle much lengthened, and the

. horns flat and very long, which almoft form a femicircle round his head. They ufe -

it for labour the fame as oxen ; with this difference, that it cannot bear the faticue in
exceflive heats : he then runs into ponds, with which this country is covered ; he re--
mains there whole days, only fhewing the end of his nofe above the water, as if he-
‘fearcd he would be required to work ; butin the rainy feafon nothing difheartens nor
fatigues him. His lowing is fhrill and weak, and nothing anfwers to the fize of his
body. An Indian child leads flocks of them, and makes them obey him at pleafure ;
but when they fee whites they run at them, unlefs their condutors prevent them: red
cloaths frighten them and enrage them. Europeans do not like the fleth of this.
animal, although the Indians find it more delicate and more juicy than that of the ox..

In the woods of Siam are alfo bears, but few are met with on the coafts. They
have no lions ; thefe animals are banifhed from all parts of India, and it appears that
Africa is their favourite foil. 'Wild boars are alfo very rare; but wild hogs are ex~
tremely muiltiplied in the woods. At the rifing and fetting of the fun they are feen
coming from the woods, and {preading" themfelves in droves over the neighbouring:
plains. At the head of each drove are always two or threé¢ boars, who feem to a& as:
guides. Itis dangerous to hunt them ; for if you only wound them, they rufh. on:
their enemy with fury, and determine on taking his life. The Siamefe never meet
them without being armed with good lances to defend themfelves from: their attacks..
Thefe animals are black, their legs fhort, the back. arched, and their bellies nearly:
S touch.
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touch the ground. The domeftic hogs are better to eat, both ’freﬂ} and falt, than the
hogs of Europe; the flefh is lighter, and the fat never hardens: it is all melted into
lard, and is ufed inftead of butter, which is very fcarce and dear in this country :
frefh oil one or two days old is the only kind they can ufe. The wild hogs only feed
on roots, which makes their flelh more delicious. As the Siamefe feldom hunt them,
they have nothing te fear but the tigers.

Sytags are very numerous in the woods. The fpecies would be very much muld.-
plied if the Siamefe did not make cruel war on them. When we crofs the woods of
this kingdom, we remarked that the dung of the tigers was full of the hair of ftags.
They are exallly like thofe of Europe.
~ All the fhores of the Minan are covered with monkeys of different kinds and fizes :
fome have tails, and others are born without that ornament. Thefe animals go in
{quadrons, and never lefs than twenty or fifty are feen, who unite for the execution
of their enterprizes. When they fall on a field of fugar-canes or rice, the harveft is
over in a fingle night: they are not contented to fatisfy their voracity, they likewife
-deftroy every thing their glutted appetite rejes. They are obliged in harveft-time
to have watchmen to frighten them and prevent their approach. They jump from tree

to tree, and the noife they make gives certain information of their arrival. They ge--
nerally keep in thick woods, where they find fruit enough to feed on; but when
cloyed with their ordinary food, thez with to regard themfelves, they fly to the culi-
~-vated fields, where they find more delicious fruits. They fometimes form fithing par-
ties : the fea-fide is then feen covered with thefe animals; fome break the oyfters with
ftones ; others catch lobfters, of which they only leave the fcales and fhells. When
-‘qn 2 mdrch the females carry their young ones under their bellies, who with their
arms embrace the mother’s body, and her loins with their legs. Modern travellers
have confirmed the wonders the ancients have related of the extreme affettion of thefe
animals for their young ones: the mothers hold them to their breafts, and never
:abandon them, not even when mortally wounded by the hunters. Naturalifts have ob-
ferved, that they are the only animal fubje@ to the fame inconveniences as women.
There is a fecond kind as ugly as they are mifchievous: their general height is two
feet and a half. A third fort goes fingle, or in pairs; they always hide their face; "
~-the Siamefe look upon them as animals of ill omen. They do not eat their flefh ; but
. the others are confidered by them as delicate food. Another kind of monkey is ob-
ferved which moft refembles man ; they call them onke : they are implacable enemies
to the others. They are either all black or all brown ; the hair of their hands and feet
.is white: they always keep in woods of lofty trees; they fpring from tree to tree with
_great agility : their arms in proportion to their bodies are much longer than thofe of
other animals, and efpecially than thofe of other monkies: when they walk they hold
- one arm lifted up in the air. They muft be taken at the breaft to make them tame ;
for when once their charafter is formed, their natural ferocity can never be foftened.
“The hair of their body is very long and thick ; the fingers and nails of the hand are
“exaltly like thofe of men; their nofe is flat, and the eye entirely black : they lie at
-length, and put one arm under their head to ferve them as a pillow ; but when they
are in the trees they fleep fitting, their head between their knees, their hands on their
ftomachs, .and the length of their hair ferves them for a covering; the heavieft rain
cannot penetrate their fkin ; they have only to fhake themfelves to be dry. They
take délight .in rearing thefe kind of monkies, becaufe, being more mild  than the
others, they are not fo indecent. Careful and a&ive, they never break or deftroy any
thing ; lovers of peace and compaffionate, they go and embrace thofe who weep, and
. their
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their pity increafes as they hear the fighs of the wretched ; nor will they quit them
until they have feen their tears dried up.

The woods of Siam prefent phenomena which are not obferved elfewhere. There
are found there flying cats, which much refemble our cats in fize, form of the head,
and by the whifkers. They mew and fpit when ; their tail is tolerably long
a fine membrane on each fide, which fpreads like :nfa.l?from the fore to the hind leg,
folds under their belly when they walk on the ground, and opens out when they fprin
from one tree to another: it is covered with very fine and fhort hair. The Siamd§
ufe them as a damper to their ftring inftruments. :

There - are flying lizards in every garden in Siam. The children play with thefe
animals, which are not venomous; they are exaily like thofe feen in France. This
lizard has two round bladders near his fore paws, and a third under the chin, which
is oblong, and which he fills with air when he would go from one tree to another.
It feems that the one under bis chin fupports his head, as the others fupport his body ;
when at reft, thefe bladders retire and hardly are vifible.

The cameleon is a large lizard, about two inches broad and a foot in length. It
ftands higher on its legs than thecommon lizard, and its claws are larger. Ev
garden is full of them ; nothing can be more hideous than their face. At the |
noife he raifes him®lf on his paws, lifts up his head, looks bold and dauntlefs, and
_ changes colour. At firft he appears all green, then quite red, afterwards all violet

colour, and fometimes all yellow. When expofed to the rays.of the fun his colours
pear more ftriking, and give him a terrible appearance. He feldom bites any one,
though they do not venture to catch him. '

The toque is alfo a large lizard, fix or eight inches in length and one and a ha¥f in
breadth ; its back is in fquare-compartments, each of a different colour, as red, green,
yellow, violet: its head is large, and enamelled with white and a dark brown. ~This
animal, so beautiful to the eye, is very dangerous to touch : they kill it wherever they
findit. Its claws are fo piercing that it fticks them into glafs. It walks along boards
with its back downwards, to which it even faflens its , which are flat on one fide,
and as large as the end of the thumb. Its ordure haseggﬁ:-ﬁngular quality, that if any
of it gets into one’s foad, it entirely takes away the voice, which lafts near a month.
If any of its urine falls on the hand or fkin of any perfon, it caufes black fpots, whieh
can never be got out. When it bites it never lets go its hold, and its claws never
come away without taking out the piece. It begins its cry by chirping, which con-
tinues increafing, and afterwards diminithes in the fame proportion.

Tortoifes are of feveral kinds ; the rareft is about eighteen inches broad and as many
long ; the back is covered with equally-diftributed compartments. They have fix
paws, four of which, longer than the other two, about fix inches high from the
ground, ferve them to walk on. - There are many other tortoifes which are only met
with at Siam ; they are only about ten inches long and as many broad. Their fingu.-
larity is, that as foon as they hear any noife, whether of man or animal, they draw
themfelves in. The tortoifes, like thofe feen in France, are very delicate eating.

The fea-tortoife may be mentioned here, as they afcend the rivers of Siam from-
thirty to forty leagues, to look for beds of fand to depofit their eggs in. It is for-
bidden to kill them, becaufe they brirelg the King a great profit, who farms out each
bed of fand where they are accuftomed to lay thejr eggs as high as forty eggs per
annum. The fleth of young turtles, roafted under live coals, while their thells are
only as yet foft cartilages, is very good eating. ) '

Hedgehogs are found in all the woods ; alfp porcypines; and an animal the Po;-

' ro tuguefe
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tugiefe call bicho-vergonliofo :' this is more curious than the others; it is 4 kind of
porcupine ; only with this difference, that, inftead of thorns or darts, it has impene:
rable fcales, which ferve it for defence againt all other animals. This animal digs
deep holes with an induftry it would be impoffible to imitate. When furprifed, it be-
comes like a large ball, neither fhowing head nor feet, and remains in this ftate, to
take all chance from his enemy, till he hears no more noife. It is not lefs delicate
eating than the porcupine, which in this country is looked upon as very wholefome
food ; and it is from this animal they obtain the moft efteemed bezoar, and which is
ntuch dearer than that obtained from the moft valued monkey. A great diftin&tion

between thefe bezoars is, tt by the monkey muft be fcraped a little to be
taken as an antidote againft » it is fufficient to foak that of the porcupine
in water, to which it foon itternefs, and makes it an excellent antidote.

The porcupine bezoar is fo 1ubue, tnat tnough you hold it thut up in your hand, you
perceive its bitternefs when you put it near your mouth, and that is the beft way to
know if it is good or bad: for the other kind, put a little flacked lime, and dilute it
in your hand, and then rub it with the bezoar : if the lime does not change colour, it
isa ftone; but if it turns yellow it is real begoar. * '

Fifh is fo plentiful in all the rivers of Siam that otters breed very faft on their banks,
becaufe they are fure of always ﬁndinF plenty of food. They reafthem fometimes in
the houfes; they go to the river to feed ; they return for fome time ; but at length,
tired of a domeftic life, they prefer a free and wild ome, and return no more.

The country produces few. horfes, and thofe in the army are brought from Batavia,
The Siamefe are bad horfemen ; they wifh to be as much at eafe on a faddle as if they
were fitting or lying down. An officer never gets on horfeback but what he has two
flaves by his fide, to fupport him and prevent his falling ; therefore they prefer ele-
phants to horfes, becaufe on them they find the fame eafe as in their chambers: be-
fides, horfes cannot be of much ufe in a country fo interfected with rivers and under
water fix months in the year. The difficulty of feeding them, as well as oxen, makes
their fervice bought at too dear a rate, where neither hay nor oats is produced. The
King always keeps a few, which are treated with much attention ; and thofe whjch are
white fhare the honours beftowed upon elephants of that colour. '

CTHAP. XI.— Birds.

- THE kingdom of Siam poffefles many birds, from which the inhabitants derive
,great advantages, whether as food or in trading for their feathers with the Dutch and
‘Chinefe, who come for them to take to Japan; or as thofe which are carnivorous
cleanfe the.country from carcafes whofe putrefaction might infe& the air. .

The moft beautiful bird of this country is called caipha, which means the fowl of.
heaven : it is very large, and about the fize of a turkey, but is much finer fhaped : it:
has red legs ; ‘all the teathers of the back and the upper part of the wings of a velvet:
black : the under part of the belly is purple mingled with blue and ye%lsow : its tail,
emamelled with varieus colours, is fet up like that of the cock : its long neck is covered
with feathers of .a gloffy black ; its eyes are red, and it has a tuft on its head of the
fame colour. ' : ‘

.As the caipha is rare, fo is the peacock common : its plumage is of the greateft-
beauty, and its fleth of an exquifite flavour. Thus the Siamefe have a double advan--
tage in Buanting ity but it is:difficult-to take them, efpecially when it is only. wounded :
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