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“eonservation and law . <. - - -
:governments. A study found that
“Ihese states are uhable to deviote
“more resources to wildlife - -+ -

-soclal' demands and. rising.debts .
-and have called-on wealthier - -
hatio ned in
‘1o:pay the:bill-for, elephant- - .-

seonservation.~ . T

- Southem Africa’s elsphant -

{2/ FROM THE -

| - REF DESK.. .-
| -Wdilld conservation agencies have.
,-‘WQr'ned;'rhof'Af;riCGn‘;e’,lgphqﬁfs'dré’ -
“stifl facing a serious threat to.their .
-fong-térm survival because of @
| -massive reduction In furids for. .. .- J . Ind | SS...
w. L " with nature, the pressuie on thé -

land is relieved.and conditions are -

-enforcement by Afican -~ . - rel ind conditic
o - ‘more preferable for the breeding

-.conservation becouse’1gt',grOWing "

‘Populations are stable-and even- -
-onithe increase and eachyear =

substcn'nalnumbershovefobe A.

.. Culled due to.competition for food-:
- andlimited water sipplies~ * - < -
 thereby maintaining elephanits -
-numbers'at-a level which can:be. -
‘carried through drought yaars- - - :

“without detrimentdlly affecting the

3

unnatural-process and interferes . *

- rate.to fo",_Upﬂ—."the‘rebY»CreCﬁng'd
o pe'rfennidl:p‘tobllafrpf LTI
' Fach year when Kiuger National - the Foundation provides the -
..Park decides.on its.annual culling -~ & backe
Ve caled.on wealthie .. -Programme there.is ah eémctional -
ns and concerned individua!s, T olitbLret (e g

- other suitable areas havegiven -

‘.

“habitat: Whilst culling by man 'is af

- outburst as many people Sl

~‘concerned with elephaint & - .. . =
. management-don'tlike the idea - .
- ~-of them bging killed."Most récently. -

 the translocations of family units to, . -99AIN with ou

~$0me elephants a second chance

thereby reducing the culling.: - -

~Quotas. However, this:still presents -

-7 a’problem;.and itwas- from this. - -

. 'perspécfivé‘that the:Rhino & -~ .,
Elephant Foundation facilfated .- |
- the’Flephant Debate where fhese

.

- Problems-were.discussed. -~ -~
- The'Rhino:& Elephant ** - G
- Foundation;-in conjunction with

Marion Garai, is-also co-ordinating -

. ‘the Translocated Elephant
_ Association’s Interim committee.

" Another REF project for which

..administrative backup is the - o

: ,Af»ricgijﬁquO"y@rne.'rs;Aschiqﬁon; ,
7. You'dan réad Gbouf both these | -
‘ g’ssé‘c!aﬁ(;ns'jnj"rhe‘.ﬂsécqr)d;Issue_Of

ON TRACK which we dre enclosing
r compliments to all

ourmembers. -

lephants have ghts? Gr e

Doe

-Rhilosophy of maintaining™ . -

.af the Elephant Debafe, . - ...

- sfimulate discussions abouf South -
“Aftica’s’ dAnual

. The debate, héld on 3:May 1995
“atthe Theatre on Track, Kyalami -

-Park near Johannesblig, was: -+

‘atfended by aboiit 200 delegates. -

f lf;qu__’c:_or-iveniefq as'aresult of . -

discussions and-corfesponderice -

‘between:the National Parks Board

(NPB).and the animal rights Qroup

FALCON (Front-for Animal -~ e
Liberation gjnd,fhe.'chSeivthon of..

Nature)..The purpose of the: ; ; -

debate was to provide a forum .-

where both parties presented -

different viewpoirits by recognised

researchers and scientists with the
public ’po’r_ti_cipqﬂng at frhegej-nd of .

- theyjust componentsof the - <+ - - -
~Blodversity in the Kruger National -~
}.Pdr’k?;These‘quejs)‘idns.yver,e“‘rofsed_i; L
‘faciltated and-organised by the -
RAING-8& Elephant Foundations, fo- fend

cullof slephantsin . * - ¥R
1 3y 1995 - - 8dch of the fo
- follows: -+~ -7

- protected area

- Botswana).. .- : | , ,
- 2."Elephant management ina -
- National Park (NPB: Dr Anthony -
QHdII—Mcrﬂn’-{Sdu_fh Affica; =~ -
- FALCON: Dr Mike-Mentis - SA -
- Envirobusiness _C_onsultont). S

v

ur séssions -as -

-l

1. Coniral of iarge arimal. -~

- populations as'a compenenit of e

‘with specific referenceé to = - -

Senlor Wildlife Park Planner-

* (NPB:

.-States), - -

fE 3. Anevoruohon of téchniques -
. .z forkiling elephants (FALCON: Dr -
~Bill Jordan = Care for-thé'Wild - UK;’

. NPB:-Df V de Vos = Kruger National |
hahGaement . quk) s I

mandagement, -~ 4. Sustained use of natural _
- -€lephants (FALCON: Chiris. Styles =+~ - '€SOUICes as'a’component of *

. South Africa; NPB: Dr Richard Bell ~ - Protected area management

Dr Jon Hutton - Africa ™~ -
Resources Trust = Zimbabwe: h

~ - FALCON: Dr.John Grandy - .
‘Humane Society of the United -

. The debate was dhaired'by Mr

. Rupert Lorimer, a well-known South
- VAfricon.poliﬁcior_\ with @ sfrong__ '

¥y ."thf',rhé é'l'ebharif’s'qoin
o o constructive for wildifa.

g Is keeping Iiving food af low level... So what looks destructive -
~ Garth Thompson - Safari Guide in Zmbabwe. Do :

ST P




L RS LETE S

e

" interest and involvement in©

_environmental issues. In oddiiion .
Dr Robbie Robinson (Chief -
Executive NPB) and.Mr Steve Smii
“(FALCON) iniroduced the -
arguments for their respective " °
organisations. Dr Ronald Orenstein
(International Wildlife'Coalition, -
Canada) for FALCON and Mr
Rowan Martin (Dept-of Nat Parks .

and Wildlife Mgmt;, Zimbobwe) for :

NPB then summed up their -
respecﬂve cases —both moking
excellent presenioﬂons :

.| " it would have'been, unreoilsﬂc io*

- expeci compromise soiuhons out

- | of such a'meeting, however, the - -

.| most tangible result of the' meeting -

| was that the National Parks Board

| was seen fo allow itself to be

|’ criticised.and onolysed in: public

| ‘DrRobbile Robinsonqlso™ .77 -

- | annouinced in’his opening oddress
-1 am proud that'it has been -

| decided fo undertake.an in-dep’rh‘ :

.| review.of the elephant: .

‘ Amonogemeni policy. oppi:ed In

‘| -Kruger:Natjonal Park-for the past .
28 years”, This.review will focus.on

‘the prime motivation for elephoni '

- ~populo’r|on control.-

. | growing elephoni -humbers on the

| vegetation'and, in pdrticular, the

| trees of the Kruger-National- Park.

- As promised Noiionol Parks."

considered the 1995 cuii on ihe

1. day after: the debate ond the @ .

“outcome ‘was that ofa- : - b

- ,recommended quiota of 600 .

| elephants; only- opproxrmotely 300 3
1 will be removed - either by culling -

| ‘or-translogdation. 35 elephonis wili :

- |- be moved.in family units to -

|- Marakele National Park; Souih

| Africa’s newest-national-park near ,'

Thabazimbi.and 51 onimols (fomily,,
“{ units and calves) wiil. be~"

ironslocoied 1o oiher afeas

| [ The 7-hour débate has been
recorded on vrdeo, audio and

print - these are ovoiloble from

| the Rhino & Elephanf Foundohons )
,os follows:" . .- ,

“Video:.3 x 1bdmlnmes VHS
cosseﬂes -total cosi R195, -

‘ Audié: 5 X 90-m|nuies cosseﬂes = .
; ‘ioiol cost. R75.. - ] :

Print: the proceedings

“(publication date August. 1995) will +

“be sent to all delegates having -

" attended the debate - they are

available to non-delego’res oi o .

1 cosi of R50 each. :

* The price of all obov&
menﬂoned copies includes ‘
posioge and pockoglng in South’

- Africa - for overseas orders pleose :

odd extra posioge

| the world’s biggest-wildlife -

‘the impact of -

TURNING BACK FROM THE EDGE
OF EXT INCTION"

: Deporimeni of National Parks.

Zimbobwe s block rhinos, once

popuioiion are showing signs of
increasing their.numbers after-a

decade of reléntless poaching. A

combination of aggressive anti-
poaching law-enforcement ond
the confroversiol strategy of .
dehorning’ appears to-have poid
off so far. Not one of- the - .« .
estimated:300 black rhinos hos -
been kIIIed inovera yeor ;

In the Sinomoiello region of

|- Hwange National Park-all 59 block
) »rhlnoswere dehorned in mid 1992

remonns of 'rhelr homs hocked off
were found ‘and fhose o

unaccounted for'are reckoned: 'ro '

have gone the same way. Bui 'rhe
state of the survivors gave the"
vefennorions heart. In 1992, ihere
were seven rhino-cows with colves
less'than 6 monihs old, last year -
five of the same cow-calf poirs
were found, with calves now -
750kg sub-adults reody to ieove
their mothers for soii’rory adult life.

‘; Despite the two missing pairs. -
:opporenﬂy shoi the survwoi roie

gove hope

However, ihe mosi excmng
developmeni was five new colves
being born. Also.in ihe country’s .

-three major. private conservoncres

in the south of Zlmbobwe the .

1. black thino, populoilon is up by

‘elight10°101/in a year."We expeci

fo see the grdph of black hino -~

- | ‘population begin ’ro ciimb over B
-the:next several years,” SOid Dr

. Mike Kock o vei wrih ihe R

" *The day will come when we wil

stop inierfenng with these things.”

"~ But no less important is the

discovery of Dr Kock and
colleague Dr Mark Atkinson that

o removing ; ihe rhino’s horn doesn’t

appear to affect the health of the
population. Sinamatella abounds

' " with lions and hyenas, and if the

calves had been vulnerobie ihey

' 'would have been ioken

This refutes criiicism that 'rhe
obsence of a horn reduces a rhinc
- ‘mother’s ability- to defend its
.. young, The-new births are also
‘evidence that dehorning does:
nothrng to lnhlbli mating or. ferhln‘y.

- Dehorning on its own will never.
work. It has to be accompanied-
by vigorous law enforcement. The

dlsoppeoronce of poachers also
.makes a vital-point. With'-heavy

- * patroling and only a stub for

- award, itisno longer worth.it.

“The discovery- fdlls to heip
explorn why rhinos have hornst

' “, Self-defence against-predators is
not a use because an adult's size

- one tonne and 1.6m at the

?

< . shoulder = is deterrent enough
.. 'What scientists do 'know is that -
~horns are used with great effect

- when rhinos kill.edch other in
iernioridi fighting. usually with

. témible woundlng Dehornlng may

“ have the unexpected advantage
* of preventing them from self—

.- desiruchon

Adopied from o Soufh Afncon g
Press Agency feofure e,
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| The Rhino & EIephont Celebrity

" Gala hos become an annual

1 fundraising event, and the -

~function this year was held at the
-Sandton Sun & Towers Hotel in -
-Johannesburg on Friday, 2 June
“1995 - the Friday before World )
Environment Week.

3 IBM South Africa was our mojor
thanks go to them for their.

“the donation.of a persondl
computer as our raffie- pnze

. With the Rugby World Cup in full . -
stng at the time of the Gala, we
dldn t have the ‘full house that -

}ust under 300 people supported

the evenrng and this included
. many - well-known South Afncon
personolmes who hosted tables::

. We were pdrtlculorly dellghted
to ‘have Dr Mangosuthu Buthelezi,

guest of honour. Dr Buthelezi

guests, the full text of which

-q‘ delivered d short message to our.

_this year was one of the
{- Foundation’s ‘patrons, South

Dr lan Player. Dr Player’s message
|- was clear - that-man'is
increasingly losing touch wrth hls

natural environment, that he must
" guard against this since his spirit
wnl become all'the poorer The

e

CELEBRITY GALA

sponsor this year-and our groteful r

“support. We thank them foo for "

- the Foundation’s president, as our -

Afiica’s own conservation legend,.

THE IBM RHINO &

noturol envlronment was to be
_ treasured and protected dgolnst
encroochment by concrete

Our ouctioneer was ‘welkknown ‘

‘gardener.extraordinaire’, Keith

Klrsten He, together with some of -
our celebrities, did a strrllng job of

rallying our guests fo ever higher .

. bids for our auction items. For the -

~ dondtion of: our action items, we-

“-would like to thank Paul Bosman, -

Keith Colder, IBM South Africa, -
“Keith Kirsten, Horst Klemm,© - -
Nedbank and Clive Walker.: We

- would-also like 16 thank Drlan. - ,?1
Ployer for.dondting to the action . |-
.the frared black rhino print. wrth 1

“.which he had been presented

edrlrerlnthe evening, -

- Once the formollties were |

st

ln oddrtron to those olreody

- mentioned, our sincere thanks go -

“to Grlbeys/Justennl & Brooks for-
dondgting the wine and to Murray -

+ & Roberts for donating the lucky
- ticket holder prize - and finally to

_all our guests, without whose
support the Gala would not have

once again been such a success. -

Message by -
Mangosuthu Buthelezi,
President: Rhinoand- .
Elephant Foundation: of

,'Southern Africa

lam noturolly delrghted to be.
here this evening to.meet ogdln
and move among people with .
whom | have a very special

| “rapport. Conservation is.very close

to my heart and as you know |

was for.many years the Minister’ of ‘

conservation in KwaZulu. It was -
during this time that so many new
and appropriate conservation
and community participation ,
policies were formulated under -
the KwaZulu Bureau'of Natural -
Resouices, later to become known
as the Department of Nature -
Conservation. But my interest in -
conservotion predotes even thot
time, = 7+ .

1 hove vrwd recollectrons of the
| struggles that | and’ the former ond

current directors of that.

orgonrsotlon Ed. Gregory ond Nlck A

Steele, were engaged in..to .

. transform some of KwaZulu's .
| pristine direas into proclaimed
game parks before it was too lote

One of these parks.is the Kosi: Bay
Nature Reserve whichwe . -

| increased from 70-hectarés when
| it was urider the Natal Parks Boord ‘
"] to 8 000 hectares. This'was a -

running battle ogolnst some

elements whose real intention wos g
| to transform the beautiful swamp -

forests into banana plantations. | -

4 |- sometimes hear our detractors soy ,
" that they were not dgornst this. . -

transformation but the. woy |n o

“which we drd it

Belreve me, if we had not stuck

‘to our guns in the eighties,

precious few of these swamp
forests would have remorned

. - | intact.
complete and-g delicious. drnner e
{. -had been'served; it-was time fo -
. ’dance. This year,we were . .
~ extremely lucky to get Mango
- Groove, South Africa’s best-loved
.- -band, to play for us. They were -
A ternﬁc and hod everyone on their ,
'jfeet ‘
‘appears below, Our guest speoker, -

‘Ancther hobltdt of vrtdl
importance to the future of South

Africa’s last free elephanf was the
- Tembe Elephant Park, the

proclamation for which | signed.in.
1983. Conflicts between rural

-people and the wild persecuted

Tembe elephants had been going
on for years. Endless were the .

stories of crop damage and kiling

of local people by the Tembe -

elephants. After the proclamation - |

of the Department of Nature ™~
Conservation staff moved rapidly
over the years to contain these .
splendid beasts and to provide
physical and security
mfrostructures to prevent the loss




PR . .

' Very recently | had the priviiege:

| called the:Parks and People .

| and fo be aétively-engagedin -

- areas. Thesé are'noble-concepts -
-{ and my own v :
| department took.active stepsto . -

_encourage fradifional * -
| participation’and to evolvea
- | policy of sharing. like the giving of -

1 25% of the funds from fourism and

‘| wascreated. " 1
- Quit

-1 "direction; while lurge the slowe .

-|. sharing-and whatever else we. . -
- deem necessary

"\~ and elephant, tha
‘itself wiIrlrsqv;e"fh'ver“n‘ rightnow. -

‘conserve the scattered

“management and-a pollc'y,b"f; ) s

‘changed attitudes will make it -
1 easier to conserve these species, .
1 but let’'s never forget that they

of peoples’ property and lives and
bands of
elephant, many of which were - ..

" themselves refugees from the civil

war in Mozambique. Today we

| have a really priceless elephant .~

sanctuary-set in some of the most

_beautiful sandveld forestin - ="

Kwazulu-Natal.- -~

to attend a conference in Durban:

Conference’'where some . - -

important new and refurbished )
principles were hammered out on
the anvil of open debate toset

the scene for the futureé of =~ .o

Fr

of the conservation process - :

part :
some -way-or the other in the P .

‘management.of our conservation

consefvation - -,

-~

‘game sales to the traditional .
authority in whose area the park -~
e .[l"g,hﬂ{/"péroﬁle'}w'c'j‘nt mote ..

| say:and more involvement and'| -+

| applaud:thé rapid-moves by somé -

-conservation-bodies.inthis - ..

‘ones to-move dhead of the = . -

. inevitable polifical pressure which -

-will result from head inthessand. - .-

- |attitudes. sz T

-~ |- However, let us not delude -
- ourselves that because we move -

- |- rapidty to‘ensure community . "
- porticipation inparks <o

-

scessary for the survival of -
our wildlife:. particularly the rhino.

t this strategy.in. -

Fwor'ti

| Don'tbe phased by those inour
1 -society who-say that handouts -

. military we

- would fike.1o in

saying anything. If they can mug

~old people in the street to get R20

" they will have little compassion for

- animals. For the presentand -
. foreseeable future we will have to
. take strong measures to protect
the rhino and elephants.
- The point of my story Is that we -
- should not delude ourselves info -

" pelieving that somehow.we don't
" need good conservators and field .

" rangers and thatsomehow we -
. ¢an lay down our guns andstop

. the para-military training. Evenif. -

- 'we have good neighbours we will
still need fences and laws to '

 pievent the disipation ofwidife i

| conservation'in the.new South-" - - thom Affecy—. .. -
Af“\cc. n e :' g

- Quite rightly bty urban and |

B Véhiu'reffbii*sfdwhat:?,\dUfcipid?is"

**on podcheis have either.never - .
‘ beenin a game park ordon't - -

pricele

- You know as

~care dbbi.jﬁh'e_‘fgiﬂjr_é]6f'1h'ese‘ el

swild creatures.. -~ | -
; s well as I-do that the:

* poachers cditying e 1aTest T
apons even.as we are

ight; everything tells me- -
ust gird and -

this struggle fol ving: © i
- examples of o 23 :

- me at the pop )
pl,qckjrhlng, whilte rhino and

‘Gn elephant In Aff

and baby kissing:-or.even joint . o

management; is.going to prevent -
the ongoing slaughter of the .~

endangered rhino and the -
elephant. Yes, eventually . o

have dn economic valueand ™ '

" there is that 10% or 15% of society

| whodo not give a damn about

- "When one considers that in the -

- vicinity.of 65 000 plack rhino in
Africa.one can

. anirmials-are on the-verge of -

in Southern Africa to prevent the
_attrition of this remnant . ‘

" daunting. There

_innovative ways to save these -

in sight and those-who'perpetudte - > History Is full-of wise guy idealists

rural people alike are asking tobe ithe impression.that:we can be-soff ..

‘solution:to the problems we face

* pursue reaistic attainable policies:
~ finé official state and parastatal . |

"> e exiremely dependanitto . - - §
. ‘conserve what remains of once -
- . piistine torests dnd priceless Coe
< wildlife, 1want-to urge you andall - |
... ~the’brave men and women who - |
r tralned: d i seive conse . '
+ women dnd, befter.équipme into-~ahiead and take. the fight 10 the
i Jdestroyers. A'great gel )

: -»:Americqn_‘Civllch':r;F'dme,thhcn, 1
iFQre's;tkWhen}d&édhow to 7}

or - gichi J |
- firstest withrthe mostest™ My, = .

- ‘.')‘gor}sewoﬂonfri‘ends;l,.urge‘yo,u to "}
R o P RPN ‘,-“—A'.’ < » h

"

us transmitter -
" nobody can find us.”

are Black Rhino = 2 550, White
Rhino = 6784, African Elephant =
609 000 for Afica as a whole.

early 1970s there weré in-the
), only come fo the
conclusion that these dramatic

extinction. The responsibility on us ]

pOpuldtion,‘most,Of whicharein
South African Parks, isreally .~ .

lsanonerous . .
responsibility-on '1he;shou]ders,,of' .
our conservation bodies fofind ©

remnant populations. =~ "+ - -

who predict ahd. expound instant _

solutions to very complex struggles -

N

and history. i full of-broken bones . -

as afesulf, There isnoeasy

In this field. and we need to

- We Have in South Afica many

conservation bodies on whom we

Lt

rvation to move - -

general-af =

hieve victory.said “Git there

ustAhiis. . L

Lo

ib;.‘.-._"i.;i'.:\msui‘..\lx._ Y|
w let us have reql fun where

i
LYt

good, no

A




Tmesr octacular rhinoceros hos - 5L ‘ ] A dispeling heat and codling the
B ﬂi"LhéenpcroUnd since the Eocene era RH‘N H @ RN: . tf;l%o“d.'ccj:__s wel\»oq'ir‘\"‘fhe,'trgctr\:i\‘énf,of‘
I | some 60-million years ago.when - ~1e . febille diseases, Int uenza,high: .
+ | “#any primitive mammal forms - RACLE fever, poiAson\ng_,.‘convumon. e

|, Gisoppeared and modern mammal - ~D epllepsy. restiessness; delitum,. -
| §pecies made-thelr appearance: MED|C|NEOR ' macular enuptions, haGTERIE: *

1| -Aways one of the dramatis : epistaxis; carbuncle. malignant- -
; :-fajjévfsbnqe onthe glob’c_’xl,st'cge,cn' - MYTH‘CAL - swelling, Gbsc;es'se,szqnd even - - -
4 “garly form of rhino, the émette- - - -2 g A 2 MRE ST possibly AIDS. it is also commonly” ~ -
gt | : , held that rhino horny mgype*used in
s “the treatment of hepatitis, "~ -
}t]- couritiess mitions of years rhinos - ' : Ieuke_mig_’,'hqemgrrhoge;,Ar_h,inijis, o
1| “wandered over much of the face . ‘ ' menmglt_ts._ce_rebrov,ascylc[ R
11 -of the Earth without serious *- ' : diseases; gastrorrhagia, severe . ..

iR ’,;cff\él,lenge‘o'ropposlﬂon Suntl ] - ex pOUIMS -
{ phodern man came along. Joday, . common headaches and dizziness. -

i
1
\ -mainly pecause of the use of rhino" - [ 1 andit can also beused as A .

1 ‘i'ﬁ'igh BolUchﬁheriUmvy/ds the largest . -
-1jand mammal in existence. For . .

. external burmns. dermatitis, stroke, - -

n intraditional Oriental -~ - " general * pick-re-up” or tonic. .~

.horr 7 SR
- ‘edicine, rhino numbers worldwide | " There afe even documented - -
¢ases of veteﬂnoﬁcnS'presCﬁblng L

B 4

{ - thino hom for the treatment of - -
- distemper in lap dogs in Toiwan.
: sed in tradiic I Daily doses for human treatment. -
}.:medicine for at loast 3 600 years. . range from:0.08g upwards. Annual
fft[)pg_;i[nnovgﬂvenkenss of.the CCithi‘nese ' - consumption in»qu;Ndn q[eogrtwle i.fad'_ -
{I-fhas long beenknown.and, -, - IMMEDIATE debunking s that#is - (population-21-millon is estimated -
|- Gdmired - think of spaghettt ond. - u‘séd%oih;ga thatlls - 5 be anything from 400kgto. -
" Gujorati people

ave been reduced fo no more . i
{dhan 1000 = o
-5 'Powdered rhino ‘horn has been -
1Y used in'trcdlﬁonol'_Oriéntcl . :

} | -dlik, gunpowder and fireworks, , "~ 14onne, at a retall cost.of some . -

Il | prinfing and paper. Thelr firm belief- - sybstance 0s-0 h .7 USs7 000 per kiogramme. The .
1iinthe efficacy of qnimqlproductsv " ihere are -prbbéibl‘y.oth’er solated ‘gqverage live ino in the wild camies
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| ELEPHANTS

likely to ‘been
-units described (Moss,
~ conslsting

HELPING

- .

NUMBERS; AN

ALTERNA

* Eléphants-iving in national parks - -

|. have been found (Douglas- -~

‘Hamitton) not to conirol their . -

“:numbers;buf:fq'brjejedjsb'long as- . ortisement:o1 OW ers’ L T
: ong B~ . oreserice. Foradvertisement clan -
dhaverelledon -

| ‘Monogemer‘\'rpollssies;.fhe'fefofé"f‘_ﬂ etal, .

| in fermns of fime and money.. -

‘| most of the'land.in Africa, = > produ )
) - subordinates would have been the

food supply s:adequate:: -

| mayinclude culling. "= . - ~long-€
¢ CancT 1988)

“One alterhafive fouling
‘suggested is contraception. -
| sugge ‘or'\,q)femgﬂva’wmch

* would bé.in the form ofhelping -

elephants control thelfown: - .
numbers. If workable, this wolld be

| along-term solution, not disturbing -
-to the-elephanis'and compared to

éoﬁﬂqﬁQéQﬁOn!perd@y;|é§'s"cd$1ly,’

My suggsstionisbased onthe
fore man fook:over . -

‘idea that be
élephants as-the dominant . -~ .-
mdmmals wittfew natural -

“|: enemies must have had the cbil.ijyf L

"+ | "to.control their nurbers. Without .-~

- | the existence of

' thisthey-wouild have prevenfed. - -
‘other large mammals:from

of wellbalanced - -

P

* | mammal communities o the time-.

| resuff of thie'im

* | _have controlled-fheir numbers. .
| The regulation

| elephant cows living under natural -

| Dunbar; 1988; Wasser and Barash, -
- |- 1983)-in subordinate females. This -

| condition in which a population’s

' _(2)-a dominance hierarchy. =

‘before these disappedred asa’. = -
A pdct of modern -
man oo e LR RN T
I support of my suggestion | .-~ -
present a'model describing how - -

“the ancestr

.The Model -

of numbers gmong

conditions would have operated -

4 A

| -via socidlly medliafed suppression -

of reproduction (Abbott, 1987; = :

would have required the presence
‘of two factofs (1) awareness of -~
habitat saturation. ie.of a )

sultable habitat s fully occupled;

(1) Awareness-of habitat -~

saturation would have come from

re¢eiving and interpreting signqls :

 nelghbouring arecs.

" members woull

" @ me'dominan

* subordinate female

| ‘other NammMa sharing -
: their'hdbi?df;j-mgt Ahis was:not 5o s
 shown by fossiLevidence indicating "

- exclusive.bre

 conditions‘dnoccupls ,
‘ suitable for colonization may have .-
dl elephant cows may. -, - Valiable. Insuch cases
. suppressed theireproduction of .
their subordinates.-The result would -

‘- D‘SCUSSiOh “
The validity of

advertising the presence of
elephant communities occupying -

“The ancestral communities aré -
have been “clans, social -
‘ 1988)as -
of several “bond” . .-

groups” (lbid)dnd-sht;rlng a home
tange'omlccblyr.an_ch:clcn_ would
have occupied @ home:range  --:

large enough 'to_}permltcomplertg :

|VE BN _recoyery of the vegetation .

batween visits and also fo, allow for,

ecological fluctuations. Home. -

-ranges would probably-have been

o\_/erlopbing'dncl_,owne ship
range wotld havebeen . -
‘maintalned by regularuse and
“advertisement:of owners. .

b o

istari_é”e;callﬁ(ﬁégle

pond group, asocialunit -
consisting ,
“assoclated “family units™ (bid): The
adult component of a 'well studied

- group has ‘been-described (ibid) as

cbﬁéi_sﬁrig;éfﬁfOun_démincntcows
or. “matriarchs” and their - -
descen

.

“Sorial suppression by dominanfs - .

of the reproduction:of their

outcome of female - female

and‘would under normal -

conditions of resource fimitation .
have been the tule. Percéiving the -

calls of nelightiouring clans - -
occupying all areas surrounding
their range .and theréfore being
.aware of habitat saturation, the
matriarchs would have claimed -
seding fights..- :
& exceptional

upl

become C .
the matriarchs would nof have .

.....

have-been a surplus.of adult . .- -

‘would have disperse:
-me-unoépup[qqflonq. PR

sed fo colonize

the 'i‘déd:'iihdf S :

~suppression of réproduction can -
~be induced by socidl stresshas ’
" long been doubted. The idea has. -
. however, in recenf;yeqr_sffourjd ‘

considerable-interest (Dunbar,

" "1988) and socially mediated. "

reproductivé suppression.among
female mammals-has been -

- reported for a wide range of - -

. elephants living

(Dunbar, 1988). However,
. may

-sufficient. = < -

) Tl e hlerarchy >
: would,have'fopj'erofe‘d withinthe . - om ‘
p, asoclal 7 lond surrounding

of .three":'ro,four--clqsely .
therefore availablé for -

- colonization: The
“that the fand hds been claimed by

| Cohumans. - - L T
dants. -

competition over-breeding fights: -

. have to find

_the park is occupie

- behaviour of the Lake Manyara elephants.
Coavgs

- Renate Eickhoff

specles (Wasser and Barash. 1983).
It is thus reasonable to expect th
under natural

conditions practiced social -
contraception.  © .. :

One reason why the causal role

* of social stress has been doubted is

that rates of aggressiorn often

seem too low to hoveany =

slgniﬂcan’r'physidogiccl;effect L
, low rates

be sufficient to induce "

repr‘qduoﬁvef suppression @bid).

- Among high!ysocigllonlmols such
" as elephants very
rship of the-"

, low rates of
aggression would probably be -

" The reason why elephants no . -

- longer practice social = -
. ¢contraception would be that the

mgtricrchs‘re‘celve no reliable ~ *
Information conceming the - ) :

“oeciipation of suitable land. Since

no signals advertising occupation -

the vast stretches of

, the.park, they -
perceive these. areastobe - -
unoccupied by elephants and

come from

)t know

-cann

An altemative fo culling

If my model is valid. the fragedy of
elephants would'be that life in
national parks ‘prevents them from

. reglising their potential-for self- _ .
: control of numbers. To help them
.- regain this potenitial cne would "

a way of deceiving’

 the matriarchs and making them -
. pelieve that the land-surrounding

d by elephants.

" My suggestionisto - ©
" comnunicate fo the matriarchs a

.. condition.of habitat saturation by -
-, setting up, outside the boundaries -
‘.of-the park; stations-emitting- taped .

Sdfard’ . - -long-distance callsmade by..

. unfarailiar dominarit females.
" “Elephont long-distance calls tend
. tobe,below therange. of human -

. hearing (Poole et al, 1988) and . -

“therefore would tend not 1o bea
\ave.Des © -OF.GeTL ‘. .distutbance. " S S
females and surplus individuols -~ ¢ " permences - o

- Abbott D, H: 1987. Behaviouraly mediated suppression of
- rep{bdu‘c,ﬁpﬂhfenn!eprkimes.J_Zoolwwzm.dss-d?O.

Douglas-Hamiton 1. 1973, Onthe geologyand
EAR W J 1T,

punbarR. 1. M. 19§5. Pdmde social systemns. Croom

Moss C. 1988, Bephant memores. FONTANA/COnS,

. Giasgow.

Pocte J. H.. Payna K., Langbcier J. W.R.MossC. &
1688. The sociat contexts of some very low frequency calls

_ of Afican elepharnits. Behav Eeol Sociobiol 22, 385-392.

Wasser §. K. Gnd Barash D. P. 1983. Reproductive

ession mw\gfema!e nmmols. @ Rev Bio! 58. 513-'
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1 | numberediin the hundreds. ~ -
1.1~ its solitary existencé was

1-|"elephants from the Kruger Park - it
- literally got the shock of its life.

1| Forestry officials say the'area -

1.|-where the elephants met was

|THELAST
KNYSNA

| |- Forest has established that there s
‘|- just one-Knysna elephant left —

~and that for five years it roamed -

1| the forest with no name, no friend

“and no future. ltisthe

| :southernmost free elephant.on-the -
11 African continént, the sole survivor.
11 of a-heard that-earlier this’century . . for ¢ A ,
- nowadays they live separate . -
.~ again - with~quite a distance -~ - -
- betweentheir ranges. . -
~_Why have the elephants in the
nearby-Addo Elephant reserve - -
. been so prolific.while the Knysna .
~elephants are dyingout? -~ .
" Ressar¢h done.suggests that

shatfered in October 1994 by-the -
‘introduction of three female

devastated by the animals’- *

. seemingly fled from the intruders.
- But the three Kruger Park = -
elephants, equally frightened.

_ National Park. The chase went on -

‘lay dead .of pheumonia; inall
' likelihood brought-on by.stress and

‘elephants co-existed peacefully

certdin-vital Blernents - profein = -

- phosphorus ~ are missing from the
available diet of the forest - '
vegetation. Not that the elephants
are unhealthy, in fact they are :
larger and stronger than their
counterparts. The problem is that

. the Knysna elephants have not
been able to reproduce well °
enough to ensure the survival of
the herd. - - ‘

Latest indications are that the
sole surviving'Knysna elephant is
not a mature bull as previously '

~ believed. Pathological tests were
caried out by the Forestry
Department to establish the sex of
- the Knysna elephant and the
results showed definitely that the
. existing Knysna-elephant is a cow
~ - about 40 - 50 years-old. if the
- remaining three now are to survive
in any form, the relevant . ‘
.* . authorities have 1o seek expert. .
ddvice to decide the future-of the
last elephants living today in the -

The solitary Knysna eléephant

pursued it, seeking'the -
companionship they had once
been used to in‘the Kruger -
for more thantwo daysand " - . -
covered more than 60km. Af the -

end of it one of the young females |

exhaustion. The reralning three

for @ short whilé, however, . -

This was the 'g;risly(scéne,f'dci‘rilg o 7

‘poachers slaughtered four white
rhinos — a sub-adult. male, two sub-.

4 ‘adult females and an adult cow -+

- in Umfolozi Game Reserve in
December 1994. It was revealed .

- later that the cow had been

‘about.to give birth.

" The sound of gunfire

attracted

| game guards and when they
“Natal Parks Board rangers after " .- ,
- three podachers starting to hack.

" had been shot with AK-47s. A

" their weapons. Since then one
“suspect was arrested outside the ~ (Natal Mercury)

|| povidersareacton. ___. . _ondmerab Speddly._____ SUERTAS
| DEAD RHINOS REFLECT POACHERS GRIM HANDIWORK

Picture by Simon éu_lhngéi = Natgl Parks Boord

reserve and it was established that
four people were involved in the .
~ rhino killings. Investigations are still
- continuing with the likelihood that
the remaining fwo poachers might
be comprehended as well. :
~ All the horns on the rhinos were
~ sfill intact although attempts had .
" been made 1o chip one off. .

ariived at @ wateihole they found
the horns from the animals which -
gunfight ensued, leaving one

poacher dead. The other fwo tﬁen '
escaped but dropping some of..




|- children - all beautifully diessed -
for the occoslon Abou’r ‘rwenty

‘moment everyone had been

-| waiting for arrived. ‘Christmas-
| presents were’ handed to every
"I -man, womah and child - all in oll

40°C IN THE
TS STILL -

‘this time the Fig Tree was'in

‘with Bo'rswono. o

The party venue was decorcr'red -
with streamers-and balloons, ond iz

_and litle parcels of ‘brightty- .
“coloured sweéets with wropped -
: :Chrls’rmos gifts:piled up benecn‘h n‘

- Communication wr'rh the more
| remote areas of Zimbabwe:is not -
| easy. ‘but somehow. it all came -
1 'roge'rher and shortly:. oﬁer mrddcry »

»Dovld Mupungu, the warden of .
the Tuli-Safari Areq, arived at the
oppornled Flg Tree with his scouts e

SHADE - BUT

CHRISTMAS IN
THE BUSH

Once again, a Chrlslmos pcrrly

was held “undef the Fig Tree” for o
-the game scouts and their fomrlles’ :

of the Tuli- Safari Area. However,

Zmbabwe, just inside- |'rs border

a thorn free was hung with hnsel

on the Saturday. before Chnslmos,

followed by their wives and -

chlldren from the: locol rural

vildges were-also. invifed to | jorn |n <

| ".The party began. The children . .
were all given-cool drinks, ~ 77

Chrlslmcs cake; brscul’rs and <
sweefs for thelr “lunch" while the
adults enjoyed beer ‘meat, -pap
and sauce for: lhelrs Thomas, our
chef, deserves.a speciol fhonks for:.

1 preparing the' food on an olreody
k boklng hot doy

-Once lunch wos over ﬂ)ere wos

doncrng and music and games."

| "With three different languages lo
| “contend with = Shona; Matabele -
- and Tswana - the gameshad 'ro
1 bekept simple. *Musical chairs”"
‘was a favourite and’was enjoyed
| as much by,lhe childien. ployrng rl
asthe adults wolchrng themt:

Lale that- ofternoon the -

about 120 people with: weIl over
half being children. Soon
everyone was making their woy

home, waving their goodbyes ond B
- dlready Iookxng forward to ‘
‘another hoppy reunion nexl

Chnslmos ,
The Christmas porry was hosled

':by Rozon e iy
,Gcrre'rh Poh‘erson:(r uli- Llon Trusl

~_aécompanied this year. by a
'lelevrsron crew. from the SABC

B :percenloge from the proceeds of sale
N | from T-Shirts = which reach’us without. fcrl .

Bolswono) ‘who. were -

The Chl'isfmos porly rdeo begcn

- ( : rn 1993 whien thé first. pquy WaQs’
-held forthe gome scou’rsof the .-~
-2 Tuli Safari Area and: théir fmillies. .

Gome scouls are, dedlcaled men

? who do a wonderfuljob.of;

. protecting ‘wildllife, ofteh.under -

- -difficutt. clrcums’ronces They are. en‘
: 'r’lhe forefronl of any wildlife -~ -,
L conservollon activity and it is - ,j:
; _<important to remember and -
- recognise thie key role that lhey
- “play. Christmas Is the perfecl 'nme
- - todo lhrs :

it you wouid like to help with

: 'donalrons or gifts, please conlocl :
- Rozanne at (Oll) 460 0204 :

| THANK YOUI

|- The Puppet Theatre -

H A lhe schools she visits. -

| ‘monthly contributions. -

| ‘cetaway Outdoor Adventure Show - for|:
1 the: cheque of R5000.00 rclsed at losl
-{ .year's Ge'rcrwcy Show

|-and Gareth Patterson for their donotions
: ~Seouts’ Christmas party, and also to 'rhe‘ :

B | lovely 7-minute programme for “Good -
g 'Mornlng South Afiica®

[ | R2000.00. . . v 13

R "lhe blue™: cheques AP >

: {jus'r love elephants ond rhinos. -

s (USA) for donating ‘again a substantial - |-

| GULF STEEL (PTY) LTD,

‘Trhis-Puinoa'lion is‘.s’p'onsored by

m First National Bank

Fust Mitional Bask of Scuthoin Afica Limied + Rogistercd Bank

PUNE—

Tom Ansley for once again generously
donotlng his speaker’s fees to REF.

Tull Sofari Lodge, Botswana - especially
John Hood - for its finoncial contribution |
to the Scouls' Christmas party.”’

Bushpols -Marie and Phil - for - ]
donating a selection of beouhfully hand-|;
-painted chrnowore for lhls yeor S )
_Chiistmas party.

. Debbre Lowther -
for the full collection tins and other :
donations received frorn lhe chrldren crl

—

.Pathfinders Trcrvel Camplng for Africa |

" and Lapalala Wlldemess for more full
collecﬂon tins. - .- - |
W Induslriol Valves for belng

em‘husrcshc supporters of REF cnd lherr

".-'Shiley Inglesby-Shearer The Grect

Rozanne ‘Savory, Loraine Savory, Rinus ;
. Koop, Peter Rossouw, Sué’ 5ylvesler. Rob
Mathews, Alida Pistorius, Petra Mengel

e -

‘of clothes; toys and sweels for the

“anonymous-REF membér who klndly
posled T-Shirts to us for the scouts. -
Julie Hyde Mew and lhe SABC TV crew};
) for their enthusiasmi and help at the
Christmas- party, and for: producung a

T S R e t adh

“1t's Africd for mionthly donolrons a

R

v

Chompagne Castle Hotel for *fines™
collected from. lherr unsuspechng guests.|.

-AITEC for a generous doncmon of‘ .

" Eiger l’echnologles for regulor ouf of |5

" Verina Blake and Mlchelle Wmd for $
; lhelr regulor dondtions =two ladies Awho o

South African Breweries - Beef Division 4
for their srgnrﬁcont annual donation. :

Trish Zschenderlein and Derek Fullerton |

’_sum tfowards.an elephant project. - . |2
" DrHanno Sierts for blockmounting the |-
huge red REF- posler and then donating
'I’r lo us for our new office premlses o

.. and First National Bank for '
sponsonng our newslel'lers

WELCOME TO REF'S NEW CORPORATE
SPONSORS: . :
GENERAL FOOD INDUSTRIES (PTY) (7D, l

KWALATA GAME RANCH (PTV) LTD,
TOYOTA SA. MARKETING, -~
MOKOLO RIVER NATURE RESERVE

t

|
and our thanks to our existing. and in 1
many instances longstanding, corporate | -
sponsors for their volued aond ongolng ‘
supporl |

I
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