The Cat Tien National Park Conservation Project
i5 a joint initiative of
the Miistry of Agricuture and Rural Development in Hanoi and
the WWF-ndochina Programme.
It is funded by
the Governments of Vietnam and The Netheriands
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A TREASURE IN THE FOREST ...

Chiu tréch nhiém xust ban : Trdn Binh Viet
Bién tdp : Hoang Mal
Sua bén in : Hoang Tan

Nha xuét bdn Thanh phé HE Chi Minh
62 Nguyén Thi Minh Khai, Qugn 1
DT : 8225340 - 8296764 - 8220405 - 8222726 « Fax ; 84.8.298540
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S8 XB : 555-15/XB-QLXB, ngay1/7/1999. In xong va nép luu chidu thdng 12/1999.
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i5 Treasure

s0 that you get to know me better.
My name

Let me tel you something about myself
and | am from the rhino famly that lives in Vietham
3
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You must have heard about me . . .




This is how | look!
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llve in the forest with my mother, - ‘ | am a young rhino-giri

not far away from you. and | am one and a half years od.
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My father does rot dways stay with my mother and |,
We meet every now and thenl

As you can see he is a big guyl

He is dlso very strong,
| am very proud of my father.
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... and | stop wherever | see things to eat.«\3

Rhinos love to eat flowers, herbs, grasses

and leaves of many different trees.
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The forest, the plaine and the wetlands are our home. We

enjoy lving there. Such areas are dso good places to live
We dso lke to play in the water! for many other animze.
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My mother is a very nice and friendy rhino. She teaches
me to find my way around in the forest and shows me
safe places to jump in the water. She deo tels me to
watch out for people and for traps of hunters, And of

course she helps me finding food.

lkes to tel me stories. | enjoy her stories very much,
especidly the ones about the time when she was young,
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When my mother was a young rhino girl, the forest was big,
rmuch bigger than it is now. In those days there were many
rhinos around. She used to have some rice friends. Every time
they met, the rhino kids had a lot of fun together.

| woud love to have a friend of my own age, to play with,
Do you have friends?
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Nowadays there is not much forest left. We can't go to
the flat lands with grasses, ponds and streams because
people came to live and work there.

The smal forest where | ive has just enough food
for a emdl rumber of rhinos.

To be honest, | don't Ike some of the food over here.
And | am reaily'eick of eating barboo leaves every day.
| sometimes redly want to eat something else, something
very delicious. . .
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There are orly a few rhinos living here and so far | did not
meet a rhino of my own age. Although | am very happy
with my mother, and | ke it when my father is around,

| sometimes feel a bit lonely.

| wish | had a rice rhino friend. . .
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Not long ago | was listering to my parents who were
taking with each other. They had heard that the rhinos
here, in this forest, are the only ones left in Vietnam.
Mom and dad were even saying that we are the only

Viethamese rhinos in the world.

That conversation made me redly sad.
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Do you thirk it is true what they were saying?
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Til then | had dways been looking forward to the day |
woud meet the dd friends of my mother and father who
must have chidren as wel by now.

If we redly are the only rhinos left, what has happened
to them and d the other rhinos?

Wil | ever find a friend to play withe?
And. . . wil there be a husband for me in the future?
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You know what?
Maybe you can be my friend as you are lving dose to the
place where llive. . . ..
What do you think of that?

When you ar my friend | woud feel very happy!
And if you mzke sure the trees in the forest wil not be cut,
and people do not take our food away or hunt us, we can be
friends foreverl
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It wil be really good if especiely you, and the other people
iving close to where we stay, protect the forest and
the animals living in it. The more people who ke to be my
friend and help us rhinos to keep our home, the betterl

* LET'S PROTECT

THE RHINOS
AND THEIR HOME

R

Not many people in the world have rhinos living so close to
them as you do. All over the world forests are
disappearing And many forests have lost ther

treasures.
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Not many people can say they are a friend of e,
Treasure, the Vietnamese rhino. But you canl
And believe me, that is very special
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