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Aka: hooked-lip
rhinoceros

Threat category:
endangered

Total pepulation: 3,400

Distribution: from
Camercon to Somalia,
down to South Africa.
Concentrations in
Zimbabwe, South Africa,
Kznya, Namibia.

Average height and
weight: 1.5 metres at
scculder, 1,400 kilegrams

here are five rhinoceros species. In Africa: the black, or hooked-lip
(Diceros bicornis), and the square-lipped, or white (Ceratotherium
simum). InAsia: the greater one-horned, or Indian (Rhinoceros unicornis),
the Javan or lesser one-horned (Rhinoceros sondalcus ), and the Sumatran

(Dicerorhinus sumatrensis).
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The Black Rhinoceros

The black rhinoceros, perhaps the best-
known species of rhino, once roamed
sub-Saharan Africa in the hundreds of thou-
sands. Today it survives in pockets primarily
inZimbabwe, South Africa, Kenya, Namibia,
and Tanzania.
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The 1960s estimated population of 635,000
plummeted to 3,8C0 by 1987. There are now
only about 3.400 black rhinos in the wild.
However, while thev remain the most popu-

lar poacher target, recent statistics show the
decline is slowing down. In fact, in Kenya
their numbers have increased during the last
four years, although 400 s still a far cry from
the 1960s figure of 20,000.

In Zimbabwe, home to half of Africa’s
remaining black rhinos, the poaching pres-
sure of the 1980s has successfully been
reduced by anti-poaching efforts and translo-
cation of rhinos to safer areas. Though
poaching is still intense, “fewer dead rhinos
are being found,” says Glen Tatham, Chief
Warden of Zimbabwe’s Department of
National Parks and Wildlife Management.
However, the increasingly isolated pockets
of black rhinos remain vulnerable, calling for
continued stringent protection.

The Square-Lipped Rhinoceros

There are two subspecies of square-lipped
rhino: the northern and southern. Though
also known as the white rhino, like the black
it is actually grey. The name comes from a
bad translation of the Boer word “widie.”
referring to tiie animal’s broad lips.

Both subspecies have made dramatic
comebacks. Inthe 1970s,400northerm square-
lipped rhinos lived in Zaire’s Garamba
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National Park and by 1984 they had been
hunted down to a despairing 15. Conserva-
tionists are relieved that the rhinos have
rallied back up to 28 today. This last viable
population is protected by the Zaire wildlife
department and non-governmental organi-
zations such as WWF.

The southern square-lipped rhino was
keovily hunted by fungry European settlers
for its meat and fat. The animal was believed
extinct in 1892. Under protection since the
turn of the century. the southern square-
lipped rhino population is now up to 4,8C0.
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Past and Present
Range of the Black
Rhino
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Aka: white rhino

Threat category:
endangered (northem
subspecies only)

Total population:
4 800 {southern)
23 {northern)

Cistribution: South
Africa, Botswana,
Namitia, Swazilane,
Kenya, Zimbabwe. Zaire

©WWF, Halmut Ditle:

Average height and i
weight: 1. 7S mewes st
shouldar, 2,50C kiics
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Aka: Indian rhino

Threat category:
endangered

Total population: 1,950

Distribution: northern
India, Nepal

Average height and
weight 1.75 metres at
shoulder, 1,800 kilos

As:an Rhmoceroses

The Greater One-Horned Rhinoceros

The greater one-homed rhinoceros, also
called the Indian rhino, exists only in pro-
tected wildlife reserves in India and Nepal.

O WWF, Helmut Ditler

Aka: lesser one-hormed
rhincceros

Threat category:
encengsred

Tetal ~o1ulation:

ghaut T

Gistribution: West Java,

Vietnam

Avercge heipht and
weight: 1.5 metres at
shouldzr, 1,600 kilos

Noted for its armour-plated appearance
and single horn (African rhinos have two),
the Indian rhino is the least threatened of the
three Asian species. Its estimated population
is 1,950, up from a mid-seventies figure of
750. The success is due to funds and com-
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mitment from the government. However, the
Indian rhino is still a poacher target—58
animals were killed in the northeastern In-
dian state of Assam in 1989. The rash of
killings revealed an alarming new poaching
technique: electrocution.

The Javan Rhinoceros

The Javan rhino has the dubious distinc-
tion of being one of the rarest large mammals
on earth.

There are only 55 to 60 Javan rhinos left
on Java and they all live in a small national
park on the Ujung Kulon peninsula, making
them very vulnerable to disease. One virus
could wipe out the entire population in weeks.
However, the greatest immediate threat is
still poaching. Habitat loss and competition
with other animals for food also keep the
population in check.

Some believe the park has reached its
carrying capacity for rhinos and there is a
current debate on whether up to 30 animals
from the Ujung Kulon group should be re-
movedtostartacaptive breeding programme.
In addition to the Javan population, up to 15
animals live along the Dong Nai River in
Vietnam.

The Sumatran Rhinoceros

The smallest and only hairy rhino, the
Sumatran rhino has been reduced to a popu-
lation ¢f 500 to 900 animals. There are no
reliable early figures to trace the growth or
decline of the rhino, however the current
annual loss is about 109, mainly due to
poaching.

Spread over a large area. primarily on

Sumatra and the Malay Penmsula the am- 7
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mal is difficult to protect. Rhinos recently
captured on Sumatra for a captive breeding
programme had fresh snare wounds on their
legs, evidence of continued poaching. But

Aka: Asian two-homed
rhinoceros, woolly

the rhino’s long-term nemesis is severe habi- rhinoceros
tat loss from Indonesia’s transmigration Threat category:
programme. endangered

Total populatien:

£00-300

Cistribution: primeriy

Sumatra, Indonesia and |
I
|

“The Javan and Sumatran rhinos are
probably the most endangered species in
terms of long-term survivai.” says Jorgzn

Thomsen, Director of the international office
of the Trade Records Analysis of Fauna and

= o Malay Peninsula. Smail
SWIWF, Felmut Diler  POCKets in Bornea,

Fiora in Commerce (TRAFFIC). “Though Burma, and Thaiia~a ‘
all thg rhinos are endangered, with all the Average heightand |
attention paid to the black rhino, the two little weight: 136 mewesat |

- rhinos have almost been forgotten.” ___ - - . snoulder, SC0 kilos




