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The endangered black rhinos of Kenya, once indis-
criminately slaughtered for their horns, are on the
comeback. Government-run and private rhino sanc-

tional Park actually exceeded its rhino carryingca-
pacity last year. WWE has helped support the relo- .
cation of 14 rhinos to Tsavo East National Park,
WWEF has also purchased vehicles and. equlpment
for park staff, funded research; and supported pri-

a, WWF has hired a rhino expert to help the gov-
‘ernment develop a countrywide conservation pro-
gram. Finally, WWF is supporting thino conserva- .
tion activities in Asia ($27 000). Check out their web '
'page wwwworldwﬂdhfe org

A’H/NOS A’IllED.... AND IVOI' BY

|| POACHERS!I * -~

lTuu anbexllt 1997 p68]

eastern part of the country were also experiericing
thino losses. Was it poachers’ Not this time. It was

(Gee, Ofﬁcer I(rupke') Becormng orphans after the
murder of their parents, these young ganstas were
no longer part ofa tlght-kmt social group. .
- With no exposure to adult elephants or the hier-
archlcal social structure, the long-term effect of this
isolation appears to.be a generation of )uvemle de-
lmquents ‘This is compounded especially during
the “musth” period when testosterone levels go

are going into musth sooner and the episode is last-
when they p1ck onan unsuspectlng rhino, it’s more
Kruger Park stopped elephant-cullmg program and

began to move entire families of elephants to their
new homes. It will be some time before the effects

tuaries have proved so successful that Nairobi Na- -

vate rhino sanctuaries. And in neighboring Tanza- . -
. Increased government protection of remnant populatior

You may have seen thls article last fall Whlte- '
thinos in Pﬂanesberg National Park in northwest- .
ern South Africa were being killed attherate of once .
‘amonth. In Hluhluwe-Umfolom Park in the. south-, :

" || rogue elephants - aggressive, young bull elephants .
~ |} thatdidin the rhinos by knocking them over, kneel- .
{/ ing on them and goring them. Game wardens posit
| thebulls were depraved because they were deprived

through the roof. Without adult chaperons, the bulls -
ing longer. Elephants. aren’t immune to stress and .~

. |{a crime of convenience. The rhino is just in ‘the
- ]| wrong place at the wrong time. Two years ago,

-of these efforts are known Until then, the white rhi-

nos of South Africa had better watch their backs.
[ed note: Amazing how the human world so close]

" mirrors that of the animal world!]

GOOD NEWS FOR RHINOS!
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After decades of decline, black thino numbers a)
slowly recovering. Private sanctuaries have prove
an effective way of protecting Africa’s remainir
thinos. Four main factors have contributed toa cor
tinent-wide declme in rhino poachmg

generally in fenced-off reserves.

-~ Govemment encouragement of pnvate wﬂdhfe

sanctuaries.

N lmproved local law enforcement.  * 7

™A drop in mternahonal demand for rhmoceros hom. -

Now that black rhmos are bemg protected effe

“tively, and if the above strategles are sustained, the

numbers should contmue to rise.’

Nowhere in the world is new rhmo horn so bl
tantly open for the public to see as in Yemen’s caf
tal Sanaa. This illegal trade in Africa’s rthino ho
continues and is a great threat to both black ar

~ white rhinos. Since 1993, Yemen has imported pro

ably more rhino horn than any other country. Tl

price for rhino horn reaching Yemen has remaine

stable since 1985 at around US$1,000 a kilo, evt
though the supply. has been gradually falling. T¥

v md1cates a dechne in demand for rhino horn.

Since 1990 the economy of Yemen has been dro

ping and the living standard of the average Yeme
has fallen. Fewef men can afford to buiy jambiyas (o

ditional .Yemeni dagger) with rhino horn handi

a today Richer men choose the older, more valuat

ones which sell for about US$1,400 each; they
not want jambiyas with newly-made rhino ho

.handles - which sells for about US$285 as the

are cons1dered mfenor

As the rmddle class shrinks, the demand i
]amblyas ‘with new rhino horn handles is fallir
jambiyas of water buffalo horn,plasti¢, camel nail
wood are more affordable, priced from about US$
to as little as US$4. However, after several years
international pressures on Yemen to join CITES {t

- Convention on International Trade in Endanger

—

Species of Wild Flora and Fauna), the president




