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DNA technology is a powerful bstrurr~cnt in the identification of individual animals. 
* 

The applications are many and varied but the most co rnon ly  employed are in 
parentage determination and forensics. The automated system used gives highly 
accurate results that are mmife~ed to a database. 

This technique looks direcdy at the herhable material, the DN.4 Each animal has a 
u ~ i q u e  DNA profile that distinpishes it from any other individual even its siblin6 - 
but, ever, more important, is the fan that each pmiilc is a combination of the two 
parental profiles. Comparison of &.t profiles of the possible parents with the 
offspring can identify the actual parcotb. 

Each rhino necd ody be tested once. The profile is then stored on a database end 
remains accessible for k t u r e  rdercnce purposes. The L~formation can, for instance, 
be used for verification of hmre offspring or for the identificarion of individual 
rhinos ir, cases of illegal hunting. T h e  courts acccpt this DNA techn.ology and, 
applied to other animals such as cattle, goats and hones has led to many convictions 
of sock thieves. 

The test can be performed on any tigsut - blood, hair roots, semen and mezt but 
usually blood o r  hairs roots are the m& convenient for the game farmers. 

DNA profiling has been ofiered as a icrvice to owners and breeders of cattle, goats 
and horses for some yean but the ~rc t i i i ng  of rninos wi l l  be possible if fundiny is 
available. 
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