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FPREFACE

. K. Yereshchagin'a book is somewhat upusual: although it Ie mot
a comprehensive treatise of the paet and present evolution of the fauns of
this interesting and eomplex area, he has succeeded in producing the firat
generalized and complete picture of the development of terrestrial fauna in
the Caucasus from Meogene Lo Reeent times against a background of the
geological history and landscape shifts.

Im hle work the authar draws on the entire body of biologicsl science,
{from paleontological deta on individual stageas in the phylogeny of Quaternary
mammals to the voluminous data of modern zoogeagraphical and ecological
conditiond of contemporary forms.

The author believes that the eagtern Mediterranean [including the
Caucasus) was characterized in the Meogene by 8 unique process in the
mamnalian evolution — faunal complexes replacing one another, as
cammaonly occurred throughout the Recent in the Holarctle region.

The Quaternary mammallian faunae af the Caucasus have their roots desp
in the Pliocene. The Cavcasianfaunas proper of the mountain forest
community evolved locally since at least Upper Miocene time. However,
in the Guaternary the evolution of mammals in the Caucasus took place
grimarily through species invasions and extinetions.

The evolution of new apeciea on the Caucasian lsthmus was not as
gignificant as other evolutionary procesees In fauns lformation.

Vereshchagin'a statements on the absence of saltations in the
morphological evolution of the Quaternary mammals will reguire additional
study before they are confirmed.

E."mplms!a is placed on the destructive activity of humans which caused
the axtinetion of many game rmammals frorm the Upper Palealithic to the
Recent. Many examples are given of the ecological changes and
readjustments of the surviving mammals in various zonee,

This work on the many questiona relating to the development of fauna
will undoubtedly inspire other intensive paleontological and zoological
studies, not only on the Caucasug, but also on other parts of Russia. As an
initiator, Vereshchagin has made a notable contribution to the mathodology
of his subject.

The ook alas presents impartant dates on the commerecial value of
auwtochthonous and introduced speclea, as well as informatlon of eoncecn
Lo conservationiais,

The history of the development of mammalian fauns in the Caweasus will
undoubtedly be of interest to & wide audience of batanisia, geologists,
archaeclogiste and geographers, as well as to zoologists,

E. M. Pavlovekii, Academician,
Lisutenant General, Medical Corps.
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