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Dear colleagues and friends, 

 

This is the 26
th

 issue of the quarterly e-newsletter of the Rhino Resource Center. 

Edited by Dr Kees Rookmaaker. 

 

The total number of references in the collection of the RRC now stands at 16,219. 

This represents a quarterly increase of 364 items.  

 

Over 14,500 references are available as PDF on the RRC website. 
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CAPTURE OF ‘PUNTUNG’ IN SABAH 

 

On 18 December 2011, finally, a female rhinoceros walked into a trap in one of the 

forests in Sabah, Borneo, Malaysia. Quickly named Puntung, she was soon 

transported by helicopter to a safe enclosure by the Rhino Rescue Unit. Reports are 

that she is doing well, even though it was found that some terminal bones in her left 

foot were missing. It is hoped to mate her with a male Tam, who has been under the 

care of the Borneo Rhino Alliance for some time. [Follow the link for more 

information] 

 

 
(Photo © BORA) 

 

Success of reproduction in a semi-in situ enclosure (in this case in Tabin Wildlife 

Reserve) is just about the only hope for the continued existence of the species. The 

Sumatran Rhinoceros is so highly endangered that every individual counts, and a 

reproducing couple would just be the most wonderful sight on earth. 

 

 

 

OUR EXECUTIVE TEAM 

Director and Chief Editor:                    Kees Rookmaaker 

Database maintenance & Web design: Willem J. van Strien 

 

SPECIALIST EDITORS: 

Emmanuel Billia (Italy)   Henri Carpentier (France) 

Adam Felts (USA)   Stefan Kobold (Germany) 

Marcellus Adi Riyanto (Indonesia)  Jim Monson (France) 

Steve Romo (USA)   Haowen Tong (China) 

Dan Ziegler (USA) 

 

 

http://www.borneorhinoalliance.org/
http://www.borneorhinoalliance.org/
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RHINO HORN THEFTS 

 

On 7 May 1912, the Straits Times in Singapore reported that “thirteen rhinoceros 

horns - which are used locally in the manufacture of medicines - were stolen last night 

from a room in premises on Boat Quay occupied by Lee See Kow. The value of the 

horns was $670.”  

 

Over the past couple of years, reports of rhino horn thefts from museums, private 

collections and auction houses have mushroomed in the media. With the continuing 

belief in the possible medicinal efficacy of rhino horn products, demand has driven 

the price of the commodity up to $75,000 per kg. Criminal gangs have sadly targeted 

some of the natural history museums across Europe. Most museums now no longer 

display the real horns, replacing them with fibre glass where possible, while keeping 

the treasured horns in safe and secret depots.  

 

 
 

The RRC has pictures of quite a number of rhino specimens in museums around the 

world, to document their provenance and history. In appropriate cases, we have 

removed all data on the location of these items to avoid drawing attention to their 

existence. However, in the past few months all horns in museums have become 

guarded treasures, no longer attractive to thieves. 

 

THE RHINOCEROS IN MAMMALS OF THE WORLD 

 

The Handbook of the Mammals of the World published its second volume dealing 

with Hoofed Mammals last year. It includes a long and well-illustrated section on all 

recent species of rhinoceros authored by Dr Eric Dinerstein. With kind permission of 

author and publisher, the full text of the rhino section (without the photos) can be 

accessed through the RRC website, here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It took two minutes for thieves to 

remove both horns of this rhino 

exhibit in the Nature Museum in 

Rotterdam and get away before the 

police arrived on the scene. 

http://www.rhinoresourcecenter.com/index.php?s=1&act=refs&CODE=ref_detail&id=1310545573
http://www.rhinoresourcecenter.com/species/
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OUR SPONSORS 
 

The board and staff of the Rhino Resource Center gratefully acknowledge the support 

of our two main sponsors, the International Rhino Foundation and SOS Rhino. 

 

 

 

        
  

INTERNATIONAL RHINO FOUNDATION 

 

 

              
 

        SOS RHINO 

 

 

 

We receive regular donations from Save the Rhino International and Rhino Carhire. 

Thank you very much. 

 

 

    
 

 

 

The Rhino Resource Center is a registered charity.  

We need your assistance to provide our service to all rhino lovers worldwide.  

 

http://www.rhinos-irf.org/
http://www.rhinos-irf.org/
http://www.sosrhino.org/
http://www.sosrhino.com/
http://www.savetherhino.org/
http://www.rhinocarhire.com/
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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF FOSSIL RHINOCEROTIDAE 

 

The first part of this bibliography published in 2009, was recently followed by a 

second supplemenatary part (by two active editors of the RRC, Emanuel Billia and 

Dan Ziegler). Published in the Studii Si Cercetari (Geology-Geography) in Bistrita, 

these useful and comprehensive works should be consulted by anybody interested in 

the non-recent species of rhinoceros. 

 

 

PACHYDERM 50 IS NEAR 

 

Pachyderm, the journal of the IUCN/SSC specialist groups for African Elephant, 

African Rhino and Asian Rhino, published in Nairobi, will soon bring out its fiftieth 

issue. It will contain a commemorative section as well as its usual range of research 

articles and notes from the field. The journal is open access and available on two 

websites: here or here. 

 

Started in 1983 as a modest Newsletter of the African Elephant and Rhino Group, the 

journal has been a favourite medium to publish work done in the range states of these 

pachyderms. It has a wide range of very interesting articles on a wide variety of 

subjects relevant to elephant and rhino research and management. Look out for 

number 50, to come soon. 

 

RRC WEBSITE REPORT 2011 

(BY WILLEM VAN STRIEN) 

 

Over a million pages viewed in one year  
 

In 2011, the RRC had a total of about 280,000 visitors (180,000 unique visitors) that 

viewed just over 1 million pages or PDF’s. In total we transferred about 600 GB of 

data. In comparison, we had 240,000 visitors and transferred 460 GB of data in 2010. 

 

About 170,000 visitors went directly to the PDF’s we have online, indicating their 

huge importance for our website. All PDF’s are indexed by Google as almost all have 

been OCR-ed (Optical Character Recognition transfers old scans to readable texts). 

Visitors look at about 5 pages during each visit and stay on the site for an average of 3 

minutes. This is a very good metric and indicates our visitors find real value on our 

website.  

 

Our images have been accessed 2,700,000 times; these are not all ‘human’ visitors but 

also Google (and other search engines) indexing our database. Google likes our 

content-rich website and has indexed 38,176 pages of the RRC (we have about 40,000 

different pages in total). 

 

Although posting on the forums is not very frequent they add value, and we have over 

1,300 members. 

 

 

http://www.rhinoresourcecenter.com/index.php?s=1&act=refs&CODE=ref_detail&id=1284695688
http://www.rhinoresourcecenter.com/index.php?s=1&act=refs&CODE=ref_detail&id=1322443587
http://www.pachydermjournal.org/index.php/pachy
http://www.african-elephant.org/pachy/
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DOUWE MOUT AND RHINO CLARA 

 

All studies of the bibliography and history of natural history are increasingly 

advanced by the availibility of large numbers of older books (generally pre-1920) on 

website like Google Books, Internet Archive, Biodiversity Heritage Library and great 

numbers of websites maintained by librairies and institutions. The RRC among these 

is a mere dwarf, but easily one of the most comprehensive albeit restricted in content. 

 

Recently a number of projects have started to make available a wide range of 

historical newspapers. These are useful in research on rhino occurrence, but especially 

to track down data on animals in menageries and zoological gardens. Many of the 

projects provide search engines for the text, but searches must be made carefully as 

sometimes OCR is inadequate or not existing. One such project in The Netherlands 

are a selection of historical Dutch (and Dutch East Indies) newspapers provided  by 

the Royal Library, on this website. 

 

The selection now includes 18
th

 century issues of the Amsterdamsche Courant, which 

we knew had reported some exhibition details of the famous Dutch Rhinoceros 

‘Clara’.  On 2 October 1741, just over two months after arrival from bengal, the 

newspaper advertised that “in the town of Amsterdam, on a boat, there is a living 

Rhinoceros, caught in the land of the Great Mogol in Assem, which has never before 

been seen here. The animal is 3 years old, weighs 3500 pounds. The boat is moored 

on the Amstel near the Half Moon Bridge” (paraphrased, Dutch text is found here). 

 

 
 

Another recent paper about a small agricultural property in the polders North of 

Amsterdam documents some insights into the life of Clara’s owner, Douwe Mout. On 

1 October 1744, Captain Douwe Mout bought this farm from Hendrik Verreijn for the 

sum of 4500 guilders. The house was within the dikes of a small polder, which was 

largely under water and called “Het Meertje” (the small lake). When Douwe Mout 

bought the property, he added “van der Meer” to his name, hence his long double-

barrelled name. He rented the land out to a tenant, and it was sold on to new owners 

on 1 April 1758. 

 

http://books.google.com.sg/bkshp?hl=en&tab=pp
http://www.archive.org/
http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/
http://www.rhinoresourcecenter.com/index.php?s=1&act=refs&CODE=ref_detail&id=1284695688
file:///C:/Users/Kees/Documents/AAA%20MY%20FILES/R.R.C/Newsletters/kranten.kb.nl
http://www.rhinoresourcecenter.com/index.php?s=1&act=refs&CODE=note_detail&id=1325131153
http://www.rhinoresourcecenter.com/index.php?s=1&act=refs&CODE=ref_detail&id=1325313908
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RHINO TAXONOMY 

 

At the end of last year, taxonomists Colin Groves and (the late) Peter Grubb published 

a major revision of ungulate taxonomy. The section on rhinos is available (in most 

regions) in Google Books. 

 

Groves and Grubb (2011) recognize five genera, six species divided into 17 

subspecies as recent taxa in the Rhinocerotidae. They are listed here. For those 

interested in the subject, this book is a publication not to be missed. Details are here. 

 

ASIAN SPECIES 

 

1. Rhinoceros unicornis 

2. Rhinoceros sondaicus 

 a. R.s. sondaicus 

 b. R.s. annamiticus 

 c. R.s. inermis 

3. Dicerorhinus sumatrensis 

 a. D.s. sumatrensis 

 b. D.s. harrissoni 

 c. D.s. lasiotis 

 

 

 

RHINOS IN MODERN ART 

 

Many recent authors have focussed their attention on the rhinoceros, often to stimulate 

thoughts about their plight in the wild. Two such artists have contributed pictures of 

their work to the RRC as one medium to spread the news. 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

The RRC of course has a wide sample of rhinos in current and recent art through the 

kind coöperation of Mr Emilio Gargioni. Over a hundred items from his collections 

are displayed. 

“Unicornis” by Madeline von Förster, 2009.  

More information on this painting here 

“Subrhino” by Gigi Bon, 2010.  

More information is found here. 

AFRICAN SPECIES 

 

4. Diceros bicornis 

 a. D.b. bicornis 

 b. D.b. chobiensis 

 c. D.b. minor 

 d. D.b. occidentalis 

 e. D.b. michaeli 

 f. D.b. brucii 

 g. D.b. ladoensis 

 h. D.b. longipes 

5. Ceratotherium simum 

6. Ceratotherium cottoni 

 

http://books.google.com.sg/books?id=XAX0bqw-I2oC&pg=PT10&lpg=PT10&dq=groves+grubb+ungulate+taxonomy&source=bl&ots=KY9FbaiA2t&sig=OZ6l0Dd-kX9n9jzqLtXSlVXduQQ&hl=en&sa=X&ei=9AklT4miItHtrQettLGjCA&sqi=2&ved=0CEwQ6AEwBA#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.rhinoresourcecenter.com/index.php?s=1&act=refs&CODE=ref_detail&id=1325717165
http://www.rhinoresourcecenter.com/images/Culture/Rinoceronti-collection/s2_79/year/desc/1.php
http://www.rhinoresourcecenter.com/images/UNICORNIS-by-Madeline-von-Foerster_i1325157630.php
http://www.rhinoresourcecenter.com/images/Gigi-Bon-Subrhino_i1290466775.php?type=search&keywords=gigi&sort_order=desc&sort_key=score
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RHINO LITERATURE IN THE 21
ST

 CENTURY 

 

The RRC keeps a daily check on new publications, reports, dissertations and 

newsletters. During the first twelve years of this century, a total of 4,100 references 

have been added to our database.  

This translates to 340 per year, or just under one per day. 

 

 
 

Number of references in the Rhino Resource Center for the years 2000 to 2011. 

 

The information contained in these publications is phenomenal and astonishing, 

ranging across subjects and topics. The RRC provides many of these – and next will 

try to harness all these data into digestible chunks to improve access and research. 

 

CONTENTS OF THE RHINO RESOURCE CENTER 

 

The development of the Rhino Resource Center is shown in the table here. 

           

RRC 2011  

February 

2011 

May 

2011 

August 

2011 

November 

2012  

February 

ANNUAL 

INCREASE 

 

References 14,391 

 

15,013 15,530 15,855 16,219 + 1828 

PDF files 10,126 

 

11,731 13,200 13,785 14,795 + 4669 

Images   2,405 

 

  2,442   2,615   2,667   2,745 +   340 

Messages        763 

 

     775      788      803     811 +     48 

 

I thank all authors and publishers who have helped us by sending copies of books and 

papers. All contributions are acknowledged on the website. 

http://www.rhinoresourcecenter.com/index.php?s=1
http://www.rhinoresourcecenter.com/about/how-to-help.php
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NEW LITERATURE 

(finalised 31 January 2012) 

 

In this quarter (November  2011 to January 2012), we have added 364 new references, 

to bring the total number of items in the database to 16,219. Of these, no less than 

14,795 or 91 percent are available as PDF, and many are searchable in the notes. 

  

Below I have listed new entries published in the 21st century in four categories: 

General (all species), African rhinos, Asian rhinos and Fossil rhinos.  

 

If you are interested in one of these titles, always check the RRC website first, 

because most are available there. 
 

 

NEW HISTORICAL AND GENERAL PUBLICATIONS 
 

Anonymous, 2008. De Wilmckebreek, ook wel genoemd "Het Meertje" [Douwe 

Mout]. De Croosduyker (Oudheidkundige Vereniging Landsmeer) 12 (23): 13-

18. 

Anonymous, 2011. Hoorns van neushoorn gestolen in Rotterdam. NRC Handelsblad 

29 August 2011: 1. 

Anonymous, 2011. Rhino horn worth more than diamonds, gold and cocaine. Oryx 45 

(4): 463-464. 

Blaszkiewitz, B., 2011. Wegweiser durch den Zoologischen Garten, 53rd ed. Berlin, 

Zoologische Garteb, pp. 1-150. 

Dinerstein, E., 2011. Family Rhinocerotidae (Rhinoceroses). In: Handbook of the 

mammals of the world, vol. 2: Hoofed mammals. New York, Lynx, pp. 144-

181. 

Eustace, M., 2012. Rhino poaching: what is the solution? Businessday, 20 January 

2012: 1-4 (online). 

Green, M., 2002. Rescuing rhinos. Cincinnati Star 26 March 2002: 2-3. 

Groves, C.P.; Grubb, P., 2011. Ungulate taxonomy. Baltimoire, John Hopkins 

University Press, pp. 1-416. 

Hallerhed, A., 2011. Birth of white rhino in Boras Djurpark, Goteborg. Goteborg 

Newspaper 18 November 2011: 1. 

Harper, C., 2011. RhODIS profiling and a DNA database as a tool to protect the 

rhino. Powerpoint presentation, pp. 1-15. 

Hoffmann, M.; Belant, J.L.; Chanson, J.S.; Cox, N.A.; Lamoreux, J.; Rodrigues, 

A.S.L.; Schipper, J.; Stuart, S.N., 2011. The changing fates of the world's 

mammals. Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society (series B) 366: 

2598-2610. 

Kafetzis, I.D.; Diamantopoulos, A.; Christakis, I.; Leoutsakos, B., 2011. The history 

of the parathyroid glands. Hormones 10 (1): 80-84. 

Kawata, K., 2011. Making a pilgrimage to Paris. International Zoo News 58 (6): 384-

388. 

Kinzelbach, R., 2011. Der Artemidor-Papyrus: Tierbilder aus dem ersten Jahrhundert. 

Zoologie (Mitteilungen der Deutschen Zoologischen Gesellschaft) 2011: 13-

26. 

http://www.rhinoresourcecenter.com/
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General Literature – continued 

 

Kocina, E., 2011. Wiens Kampf gegen Nashornwilderer. Die Presse (Vienna) 11 

November 2011: 14. 

Kompagne, E.J.O., 2011. Peter J.H. van Bree (1927-2011): gepassioneerd 

wetenschapper en museum-conservator. Straatgras 23 (2): 43-45. 

Lelij, A.J.van der, 2011. De korenwolf, de witte neushoorn, maar ook de klinisch 

onderzoeker. Oratie aan de Erasmus Universiteit, Rotterdam, pp. 1-19. 

Loring, J., 2011. Stem cells made from endangered rhinos and monkeys. International 

Zoo News 58 (5): 341-342. 

Martin, E.B., 1999. Review of Rookmaaker, The rhinoceros in captivity. Bulletin of 

the East Africa Natural History Society 29 (1/2): 24-25. 

Martin, E.B.; Vigne, L., 2011. Illegal ivory sales in Egypt. Traffic Bulletin 23 (3), 

117=122. 

Mehring, C., 2010. Clara juckelt durch Europa: das beruhmte Nashorn geht auf 

Vergnugungsreise. Norderstedt, Books on Demand, pp. 1-52. 

Morgan, S., 2011. South African delegates visit Viet Nam to address illegal rhino 

horn trade. Asia Wildlife Trade Bulletin 11: 1-2. 

Muller, T., 2011. Das Nashorn im Walde: Kulturtransfer zwischen Kitsch und Kunst. 

Magisterarbeit fur den Eberhard-Karls Universität Tübingen, pp. 1-81. 

Patton, F., 2011. Understanding chinese medicine - the scourge of the rhino. Swara, 

Nairobi 2011 (4): 38-40. 

Patton, Felix, 2011. The medicinal value of rhino horn – a quest for the truth. 

Unpublished report (first available on RRC), pp. 1-8. 

Penfold, L.M., 2011. An overview of the assisted reproduction and genome banking 

activities of White Oak Conservation Center, Yulee, FL, in the service of 

species conservation. International Zoo Yearbook 45 (1): 154-159. 

Podgomy, I., 2011. Animales de papel (Paper animals). História, Ciências, Saúde – 

Manguinhos, Rio de Janeiro 18 (3): 935-938. 

Prajapati, M., 2011. Rhino horn traders arrested; rhino slayed. Headlines Himalaya 

no. 182 (14 November): 1-3. 

Reynolds, R.J., 2011. Cincinnati Zoo - 8 June 2011. International Zoo News 58 (6): 

374-383. 

Scherpner, C., 2011. Der Saugetierbestand (Arten und Tierzahl) des Zoologischen 

Gartens Frankfurt 1858-1993. Milu, Berlin 13, 3-170. 

Scholte, P., 2011. Using the past to manage for the future: contributions of early travel 

literature, free online, to African historical ecology. African Journal of 

Ecology 2011. 

Silent Heroes Foundation, 2011. Operation Rhino Rescue. Maclean, VA., Foundation. 

Pamphlet, p.1. 

Sparks, L., 2011. Het geheim van de eenhoorn. Flitsch (Onvergetelijk Verleden) 2 (9): 

1. 

Springer, M.S.; Meredith, R.W.; Janecka, J.E.; Murphy, W.J., 2011. The historical 

biogeography of Mammalia. Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society 

(series B) 366: 2478-2502. 

Sunderland, T., 2011. Killed for keratin? The unnecessary extinction of the 

rhinoceros. This article first appeared on the blog of the Center for 

International Forestry Research: pp. 1-4. 
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General Literature – continued 

 

Withers, M.B.; Hosking, D., 2011. Wildlife of southern Africa. Princeton and Oxford, 

Princeton University Press. 

Wyhe, J. van; Rookmaaker, L.C., 2011. A new theory to explain the receipt of 

Wallace's Ternate Essay by Darwin in 1858. Biological Journal of the Linnean 

Society 105 (1): 249-252. [This is available from this link] 

 

NEW PUBLICATIONS ON AFRICAN RHINOS 
 

Anonymous, 2011. Western black rhino extinct. Africa Research Bulletin: Political, 

Social and Cultural Series 48 (11): 19072-19073. 

Bertelsen, M.; Steele, S.L.; Grondahl, C.; Baandrup, U., 2011. Pheochromocytoma in 

a white rhinoceros (Ceratotherium simum). Journal of Zoo and Wildlife 

Medicine 42 (3): 521-523. 

Chege, S., 2011. Ear notching of rhinos and elephant collaring. Newsletter Lewa 

Wildlife Conservancy no. 32: 6. 

Cunliffe, S., 2010. Garamba: dawn of a new era. Indwe, September 2010: 1-6. 

Cunliffe, S., 2010. Garamba: the price of protection. Africa Geographic November 

2010: 18-20. 

Cunliffe, S., 2011. A road less travelled: Garamba National Park. Leisure Wheels 

2011: 1-4. 

Duncan, N.; SAVE Foundation of Australia, 2011. News and events. Newsletter of the 

SAVE Foundation of Australia 25 (1): 1-11. 

Espie, I.W.; Hlokwe, T.M.; Gey van Pittius, N.C.; Lane, E.P.; Tordiffe, A.S.W.; 

Michel, A.L.; Muller, A.; Kotze, A.; Van Helden, P.D., 2011. Diagnosis and 

implications of Mycobacterium bovis in a black rhinoceros (Diceros bicornis 

minor) in South Africa. Proceedings of 8th International Conference on 

Behaviour, Physiology and Genetics of Wildlife, Berlin 2011, 14. 

Ferreira, S.M.; Greaver, C.C.; Knight, M.H., 2011. Assessing the population 

performance of the black rhinoceros in Kruger National Park. South African 

Journal of Wildlife Research 41 (2): 192–204. 

Goettert, T.; Mensing, N.; Petersen, H.; Zeller, U., 2011. Observations on bird species 

02occurrence in combination with rhino monitoring on former livestock 

farmland: implications for developing a buffer zone at the south-western 

border of the Etosha National Park in Namibia. Lanioturdus 44 (5): 27-35. 

Gripper, J., 2011. Notes on the work in Sebakwe, Zimbabwe. Sebakwe News 2011 

Autumn: 1-12. 

Ke-mei Peng; Hui Song; Hua-zhen Liu; Jian-bin Zhang; Zhi-qiang Lu; Zhi-wei Liu; 

Yin-xue Liu, 2012. Histological study of the adrenal gland of African white 

rhinoceros. Pakistan Veterinary Journal 2012: 1-4. 

Kinzelbach, R., 2011. Eine bunte Gesellschaft: die Tiere des Artemidor-Papyrus. 

Antike Welt 3 (11): 8-13. 

Kotze, A.; Nixomani, C., 2011. The National Zoological Gardens of South Africa: a 

national research facility. International Zoo Yearbook 45 (1): 30-37. 

Kruger to Canyons Biosphere Region, 2011. Proceedings of the Locores-K2C Rhino 

Forum meeting. South Africa, Kruger, pp. 1-11. 

Lewa Wildlife Conservancy, 2011. [Notes]. Newsletter Lewa Wildlife Conservancy 

no. 32: 1-16. 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1095-8312.2011.01808.x/abstract
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African Rhinos – continued 

 

Lewa Wildlife Conservancy, 2011. Community development news. Community 

Development Newsletter 2011: 1-12. 

Lockwood, C., 2010. Analysis of rhino poaching in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. 

Thesis submitted to Imperial College, London, pp. 1-78. 

Martin, E.B.; Vigne, L., 2011. Illegal ivory sales in Egypt. Traffic Bulletin 23 (3), 

117=122. 

Moreira, L.P.R., 2010. Different drug cocktails in the immobilization of the White 

Rhinoceros (Ceratotherium simum simum). Thesis presented to the 

Universidade de Tras-Os-Montes e Alto Douro, pp. 1-91. 

Morris, D., 2011. The rhino man of Imfolozi [research by Roan Plotz]. South African 

Country Life Magazine, December 2011: 30-34. 

Muya, S.; Bruford, M.W.; Muigai, A.W.T.; Osiemo, Z.B.; Mwachiro, E.; Okita-

Ouma, B.; Goossens, B., 2011. Substantial molecular variation and low 

genetic structure in Kenya’s black rhinoceros: implications for conservation. 

Conservation Genetics 2011. 

Nevill, H.; Nevill, E.M.; Venter, G.J., 2009. Description and comparison of the pupae 

of a further two Culicoides (Avaritia) species from the dung of large 
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