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There were 32 elephants at Rome in the time of Gordian (of which he himself had sent twelve 

and Alexander ten), ten elk, ten tigers, sixty tame lions, thirty tame leopards, ten belbi or hyenas, 

a thousand pairs of imperial gladiators, six hippopotami, one rhinoceros, ten wild lions, ten 

giraffes, twenty wild asses, forty wild horses, and various other animals of this nature without 

number.  All of these Philip presented or slew at the secular games.  All these animals, wild, 

tame, and savage, Gordian intended for a Persian triumph; but his official vow proved of no 

avail, for Philip presented all of them at the secular games, consisting of both gladiatorial 

spectacles and races in the Circus, that were celebrated on the thousandth anniversary of the 

founding of the city [April 248], when he and his sons were consuls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


