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NOTES

ON THE

INDICA OF CTESIAS.

READ TO THE ASHMOLEAN SOCIETY, FEB. 5, 1836.

In offering to the Ashmolean Society some obser-
" vations on the statements concerning India which
were compiled four centuries before our era by Cte-
sias, the Greek physician of Artaxerxes Mnemon,
it must be unnecessary to preface my remarks by
any account of that author or his writings. These
are subjects with which all the members are no
doubt familiar; and they will also be well aware
how low a character for credibility Ctesias has
borne, not only with modern writers, but with those
of his own country, from what may be considered
almost his own age to much later periods of Greek
literature. Aristotle declares he is unworthy of be-
lief, Plutarch holds him as a mere fabler, and even
the author of the Life of Apollonius treats him as
“ a liar of the first magnitude.”

Ctesias, however, declares that he wrote nothing
but what he had seen or heard ; and, notwithstand-
ing the unfavourable sentiments to which I have
adverted, and in despite of Lucian’s emendation of
the declaration of Ctesias, making him assert that
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he had written what he had ¢ neither seen nor
« heard,” I confess I am disposed to believe his aver-
ment. What he saw amounts to very little, and to
nothing extraordinary. What he heard is much
more copious, and more wonderful ; but it was very
possibly communicated to him in perfect good faith
by persons who had visited the countries he speaks
of, but who were persons of more credulity than
observation. That Ctesias has repeated their mar-
vellous narrations, may argue ignorance and credu-
lity in him as well as in his informants, but it does
not necessarily imply deliberate falsehood or men-
dacious invention.

Although, however, we may acquit Ctesias, and
even those who imparted to him the strange stories
he has repeated, of any settled purpose to deceive,
yet it seems unaccountable how such impossibilities
as he has recorded could have originated, how they
could have been put forth in a country so near as
Persia to the India to which they were ascribed,
and with which there must have been frequent in-
tercourse, both commercial and political ; and how
a man of the talents of Ctesias, a scholar and a phy-
sician, and imbued with a spirit of intelligent cu-
riosity, could have been a party to their dissemina-
tion. To determine these points satisfactorily, it
would be necessary to consider the state of society
at the period at which Ctesias wrote, and the pro-
gress which the Persians and Greeks had made in
physical science ; but this would lead us away from
the object of the present inquiry, which is restricted
to the specific statements that Ctesias has trans-
mitted ; and it is sufficient for our purpose to ascer-
tain whether they have been advanced wholly with-
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out foundation, or whether we may not discover in
them some glimpses of the truth. That this has
not already been accomplished in a satisfactory
manner, need not excite any surprise; for the in-
quiry demands a familiar acquaintance with the va-
ried subjects of the narrative, and with the country
to which they belong; an acquaintance not within
the reach of the earlier illustrators of our author,
and even now but partially within our own. The
India of Ctesias is but to a limited extent the India
of our day. Except in a few instances, the Indus is
to the southward the boundary of his information,
and the regions to which he refers are those to the
northward, along the upper course of the Indus,
amongst the Hindu Koh and Karakoram moun-
tains, Balkh, Bokhara, and the banks of the Oxus
to the west; and to the east, Tibet, Badakhshan,
Kashgar, and central Tartary to the confines of
China. These countries have been hitherto but
little accessible to Europeans, and we are too im-
perfectly acquainted with them to be able to avail
ourselves fully of the means which they may pos-
sibly afford, successfully to elucidate the Indica of
Ctesias.

Incomplete, however, as our materials may yet be,
they are more ample than they have hitherto been.
I have therefore thought it might be worth while
to apply them to the illustration of the text of Ctesias,
and that this Society might take some interest in
the result, not only as calculated to throw some
light upon the work of a classical authority, but as
affording them an opportunity of contemplating
some circumstances relating to India which may not
heretofore have fallen under their notice.
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The aecounts of Ctesias, as they exist in the frag-
ments preserved by Photius, or in the extracts from
classical writers, collected by the industry and learn-
ing of modern editors and annotators, are put to-
gether in a most desultory manner, without any
regard to subject or connexion. As it would be
painful to follow such an unsystematic series, I have
attempted to classify the different sections, and pur-
pose to comment upon them under two principal
heads: the first embracing all that Ctesias has
stated regarding the country itself, and the people
by whom it was inhabited; and the second com-
prehending his descriptions of the products of nature
in the animal, vegetable, and mineral kingdoms.

INDIA AND ITS INHABITANTS.

“ India,” according to Ctesias, ‘‘ was as extensive
“ as the rest of Asia; the people as numerous as all
“ the rest of mankind: and there was no nation be-
“ yond them, or more to the east.”

The correctness of these statements is to be esti-
mated with reference to the prevailing notions of the
extent and population of the globe in the days of the
writer. At a much later period, when combating
the exaggerations of Onesicritus, Nearchus, Deima-
chus, and Megasthenes, as well as those of Ctesias,
Strabo concurred with Eratosthenes in extending
the eastern limits of India, to the ocean ?, and assign-
ing it a breadth of 16,000 stadia from north to south,
and a length of 19,000 from east to west, whilst the
whole breadth of the habitable world was not above
80,000, and the whole length 70,000 stadia, making
India therefore more than half the width, and nearly

a Strabo, lib. i. xv.
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one third of the length of the habitable globe.
Agreeably to the notions of the Hindus, India would
be still more extensive; for Aryavartta, the holy
land, the country of the Hindus, is considered, in the
Puranas, as bounded both upon the east and the
west by the sea. The latter limit would carry India
to the Mediterranean ; and traces of this notion, al-
though no longer entertained when Ctesias lived,
may be discovered in classical as well as Indian au-
thorities ; for there were Indi in Colchis, in Meso-
potamia, on the Tigris, and even in Thrace, accord-
ing to ancient writers quoted by Bryant®. He there-
fore concludes that Chaldea was the parent country
of the Hindus. ¢ The arts and sciences,” he says,
“ jmported into India came from the Cuthites of
“ Chaldea:” and again, “ One of the most consider-
‘ able colonies that went from Babylonia was that
¢ of the Indi, or Sindi, who settled between the
“ Indus and the Ganges: a large body of them
‘ passed to the north, and thence extended them-
‘ gelves- eastward quite to the ocean®” And this
theory has recently received the countenance of an
eminent oriental scholar, Col. Vans Kennedy, who
traces the origin of the Sanscrit language to the
country about Babylond. It seems probable there-
fore, that ancient tradition, as well as imperfect
geographical knowledge, had diffused amongst the
Greeks indistinct notions of the vast extent of the
Indian world, at a period prior to the more scientific
cultivation of geography by the Alexandrian school,

b Analysis of Ancient Mythology, vol. iv. p. 245, 252.

¢ Ibid. vol. v. p. 226.

4 Researches into the Origin and Affinity of the principal Lan-
guages of Asia and Europe, p. 221.
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which would justify the statements of our author.
Of the western limits of India, however, the times
of Ctesias were able to form some tolerably correct
idea; but to the east the boundary was still un-
known; and even in the days of Pausanias, the
country of the Seres, or China was supposed to be
an island in the Erythraean sea¢, whilst Strabof
makes the prolongation of the chain of Taurus or
the Himalaya, extending to the Eastern sea, the
boundary of India. This sea, it is true, M. Gosselin&
supposes to have been the bay of Bengal ; but this is
rather incompatible with his notion, that the Thina
of Strabo, who occupied the extreme boundary, were
the people of the Tenasserim coast, as that would
then be the boundary of the ocean, instead of being
bounded by it. Nor can it be supposed that the
Indians themselves intended by their Eastern ocean
the bay of Bengal ; and we must therefore conclude,
that it meant the China sea, or sea of Japan, and
that China was included in the denomination, In-
dia, although its precise situation and extent may
not have been accurately known.

Without, however, comprising China within the
limits of India, there is no doubt that the latter
country was more extensive even before the inva-
sion of Alexander than it was subsequently, including
Ariana, Arachosia, Margiana, Bactria, and even Sog-
diana, and part of the Sacha regio, which were sepa-
rated from it by the Macedonian conquests. In later
times, the pressure of the Mongol and Turk tribes
on the north, and the advance of the Mohammedans
from the west, have still further contracted its boun-

¢ Bryant, v. 227. f Lib. xv.
8 Géographie des Grecs. Mémoires de I’Académie, t. xlix.
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daries, and detached Kandahar and Kabul from
India, although they, as well as Bahlika, or Balkh,
are enumerated amongst Indian countries in the Pu-
ranas; and the Sakas, the Zaxa:, or Sacae, are in the
same works, and in the laws of MenuP®, described as
Indians originally of the Kshetriya or military tribe,
but who were deprived of caste by Sagara, a king of
India, as a punishment for taking part in a successful
insurrection against his fatheri. We may still disco-
ver in those countries names of places and of people,
and traces of manners, evidently of Indian origin.
At the same time that India was more extensive
in ancient than in modern times, it seems to have
been more populous, as far it was known. Besides
the numerous armies brought into the field against
Alexander, by princes ruling over very limited terri-
tories, it is said by Strabo that the Macedonians
reduced 5000 considerable cities®, and that Eucra-
tides the Bactrian prince, reigned over 1000 in a
region where scarcely a dozen places, that deserve
the name of towns, are now to be met with, and
where there are not above three or four cities, as
Cabul, Peshawar, Lahore and Amritsar, that are of
any consideration. The depopulation of Afghanistan
and the Punjab is in a great degree owing to the
state of anarchy in which they were involved upon
the downfall of the Mogul monarchy, and in which
the former at least is still plunged, whilst in the
latter it has been only recently suspended by the
talents of Ranjit Sinh, and is likely to recur upon
his death. Similar causes have very much reduced
the population of very extensive portions of India in

b Institutes of Menu, x. 43, 44-
i Vishnu Purédna, b. 4. c. 3. k Lib. xv.
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other directions, and its surface is not without a due
proportion of tracts of desert and wilderness, moun-
tain and waste, where nature is inexorably opposed
to the multiplication of human beings. Neverthe-
less, the average population of the whole country is
still considerable. The latest accounts, and which,
though necessarily imperfect, are best entitled to con-
fidence, estimate the superficial area of India at
above a million of square miles, with a population
of 120 millions, or 120 to each square mile!; an
average exceeding that of England and Wales a
century ago. Where circumstances are favourable to
increase, the population of India presents a ratio of
the highest magnitude, and in the province of Burd-
wan is 600 to a square mile ™, although there is not
a single town of any note in the district. Although
therefore the amount assigned to the population of
India by our author may not have been founded on
very good authority, it was not very extravagant
with reference to the population of those countries
which formed the ancient world.

The only river of importance with which the Per-
sians were likely to have been well acquainted was
the Indus, and it does not appear that their know-
ledge of it was very correct. Ctesias says it was
40 stadia broad in its narrowest, and 200 in its
widest part. In citing the same passage, however,
Arrian reads 100 stadia for the greatest breadth .

It is only very recently that we have become ac-
quainted accurately with the course and extent of

1 Hamilton, Description of Hindostan ; Journal of the Asiatic
Society, Calcutta ; vol. ii. 488.

m Agiatic Researches ; xii. 551.

B Arrian, lib. v. de Exped. Alex.
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the Indus, by the travels and surveys of Lieut.
Burnes °, and have acquired the right as well as the
ability to question the measurements of our author.
At Attok, where the river is most usually crossed
now, as it was in the days of the Macedonians, the
breadth is but about 260 yards, in the month of
June, when it is fullest ; in March, it is not abeve
120. The greater of these two is very inferior to
the 40 stadia of Ctesias, even if we were to adopt
the proportion assigned to the stadium of this period
by M. Gosselin ; for at the rate of 1100 stadia to a
degree of latitude, we have about 16 stadia to a
mile, and consequently 40 stadia are equivalent to
about 24 miles. If we adhere, however, to the
Olympic stade, it is above four miles and a half. At
the same time we may make some excuse for the
Greek writer, when we find a credible English tra-
veller, Mr. Forster P, who actually crossed the In-
dus above Attok, asserting that it was from three
quarters of a mile to a mile in breadth, where not
interrupted by islands. Some way below Attok,
Messrs. Moorcroft and Trebeck found the river di-
vided into two branches by a considerable island,
and the nearest branch, although not above 100
yards or so in breadth, ran in a sandy bed that was
600 yards broad: when the whole bed is filled,
therefore, the expanse of the river must be here at
least half a mile. Even at Tatta, however, only
100 miles from the sea, the river is not above 700
yards across, and the greatest width which it ever
attains in a single channel is not above 1000. There

© Travels into Bokhara, &c.; Voyage up the Indus, and Me-

moir.

P Journey over land from Bengal to England in 1782, &c.
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is one exception in the Koree, the most eastern li-
mit of the Delta of the Indus, which below Luck-
put, suddenly opens like a funnel to a breadth of
seven miles, and increases until one bank is no longer
discernible from the opposite one. It is not likely,
however, that this branch was known to Ctesias, and
his measurement cannot apply to the whole of the
Delta, for that, according to Arrian, occupied 1800
stadia.

The Indian sea, it is said, is not less extensive than
the Grecian sea. The Erythraan sea in the extent
attributed to it subsequently to the days of Ctesias,
appears to have comprised, along with the Red sea,
that part of the Indian ocean between the straits of
Babelmandel and the Malabar coast. The Indian
sea of Ctesias may have been only the part between
the Persian gulf and the coast of Malabar, and in
that case might admit of some comparison with the
Agean. The water, he adds, is so warm for the
depth of four fingers, that the fish cannot come to
the surface. From experiments made by Messrs. G.
and J. Prinsep, it appears that the mean tempera-
ture of the sea in the bay of Bengal exceeds that of
the Atlantic, being in August, when it is probably
at its highest, 81° 75'9; a temperature not suffi-
ciently high to boil fish.

Of the climate of India it is said that * there is
“ no rain, and that the lands are watered by the in-
« undations of the rivers ; that there is neither thun-
« der nor lightning, but frequent gales and hurri-
« canes. The heat is so great, that in summer many
« are suffocated by it, and the sun seems to be twice
“ as large as in other parts of the world. The rising

9 As. Res. xv. App. xvII.
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* sun diffuses coolness, and for thirty-five days in the
“ year, at a certain place which is sacred to the sun
“ and moon, situated in an almost inaccessible tract,
* at a distance of fifteen days’ journey from the moun-
“ tains that yield the sardonyx, the sun restrains his
“ rays on purpose that pilgrims coming to an annual
“ festival held there may not be burnt alive.”

In these accounts there is more of error than of
truth, but they are not wholly without foundation.
The countries along the Indus, although not abso-
lutely without storms and rain, are especially sub-
ject to strong and dry gusts of wind, blowing up
the sandy soil into hills, and the fertility of many
parts of India depends much more upon irrigation
and inundations than upon rain. A tract of be-
tween four and five hundred miles in length, and
about two hundred in breadth, on the east of the
valley of the Indus, is known to the Hindus as
the maru desar, the dry country or desert; being
for the most part an arid waste, thinly sprinkled
with spots of cultivation, the miserable inhabitants
of which, according to Col. Tod *, calculate upon a
partial famine every third year, and suffer occa-
sionally under such an infliction three or four years
consecutively. Similar sandy and desert tracts abound
more to the north and north-west, dividing Bok-
hara from the Oxus and from the Caspian, and
compared with which the Indian deserts of Jesel-
mer and Parkur sink into insignificance®. Even in
more favoured tracts, or in the cultivated portions
of the Punjab, Balkh, and Bokhara Y, productiveness
depends more upon the supply of water from rivers

r Tod’s Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan, vol. ii. 289.
s Page 327. t Burnes, ii. 11. u Burnes, ii. 158.
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and canals than from rain. Although it rains in the
spring in Bokhara, yet the climate is arid, and the
country would be uninhabitable, were it not for its
rivers. In Shehr Sabz, where the canals cease, a
sterile desert succeeds, and in Balkh the canals in-
tersect the whole country.

With regard to the size of the sun, it is only said
that it seems to be double its ordinary size; and it
would have required good eyes to have accurately
measured its dimensions in an Indian sky. It may
however be observed, that in the regions of the East
the minor planets shine at the dry season with great
brilliance, in consequence of the clearness of the at-
mosphere, and may be thought to look larger and
nearer to the earth than in more western climes.
It is also true, that in those parts of India where
the hot winds blow, the coolest hours of the twenty-
four are those immediately preceding and following
sunrise. It is much cooler then, for a brief period,
than at midnight. The annual intermission of the
sun’s heat rather exceeds the period which Ctesias
has assigned to it: and whatever may be thought
of the cause to which it is ascribed, there are va-
rious places in India, sacred to both the sun and the
moon, which were in former times objects of pil-
grimage, although not so at present. Several such
places are mentioned in the lists of Tirthas, or holy
shrines, some of which are evidently situated in the
north-west of India, although the situation is not
distinctly specified. Amongst others in the Ma-
habharatay, we have the “ abode of Aditya of accu-
“ mulated radiance, renowned in the three worlds,

Y Mahébhérata, Vana Parvan, vol. i. p. 529.
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« where he who bathes and worships the sun se-
 cures for himself and his family admission to the
« solar sphere ;” and adjacent to it,  the holy shrine
« of Soma (the moon), bathing and worshipping at
* which elevates most assuredly a man to the moon.”
Although, however, there is no longer any shrine
dedicated to the sun, nor any worship addressed
particularly to any of the planets, yet it is admitted
that all Sundays are sacred to the sun, as the name
in Sanscrit, Aditya vara ( C ), as well as
in-other languages, imports ; and that the Sundays in
the month of Magha (January) are so in an especial
manner. The sun’s entrance into the sign Capri-
cornus, the Makara Sankranti, the winter solstice,
is also still a festival; and people go to different
holy places, as the mouth of the Ganges, to bathe
and worship. It is clear, therefore, that in the pas-
sage under remark allusion is made to a season, and
to a form of worship, which no doubt was popular
in ancient times, and which is still, to a certain ex-
tent, observed by the Hindus.

Some of the most marvellous narrations of Ctesias
relate to races of people by whom he says India is
inhabited ; yet even in them there appears to be a
slight tincture of truth, or at least some foundation
for the strange details that are given.

““ The people,” he says, * are black by nature, not
by the action of the sun. A few amongst then are
“ very fair (Aevkoraror):” and he mentions having
seen two women and five men of such a complexion.
There are Albinos in every part of India, the whole
of whose skin is, as Dr. Ainslie? describes it, like
that of a dead European who has not been much

z Materia Medica of Hindostan. Madras, p. 3c0.
B
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exposed to the sun. And Dubois® observes, that it
is no uncommon thing to meet with a class of indi-
viduals much whiter than Europeans: they have
light hair and weak eyes, but can see well in the
dark. It might have been to some such objects
that Ctesias refers: but if that was not the case, it
is very possible that he might have met with In-
dians, whom, as contrasted with the swarthy com-
plexion of the Persians, and of the Greeks them-
selves, he might have considered fair. Many of
the people of the west and north of India, and of
Turkestan, are not darker than the nations of the
south of Europe, with a warmth of tint and a rud-
diness of complexion that is not always found
amongst the latter.

Of the manners and customs of the Indians, their
justice, loyalty, and contempt of death, we have only
the titles of the chapters. Devotedness to their
employers and contempt of death are still their
characteristics ; and some remarkable instances of
both have very lately occurred. The kings of the
Indians, according to him, are not allowed to be in-
toxicated®. And drinking is one of the vices which
Manu enjoins a king most carefully to shun: “ With
« extreme care let him shun eighteen vices; ten
« proceeding from love of pleasure, eight springing
“ from wrath, and all ending in misery. Drinking,
« dicing, women, and hunting, let a king consider
« as the four most pernicious of those vices which
¢ love of pleasure occasions®.”

a Description of the People of India, by the Abbé Dubois,
P- 199.

b Apud Athenzum, lib. x.

¢ Manu, vii. v. 45—50. Sir Wm. Jones’s translation.
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“ None of the Indians,” he says, “ever suffer head- xv..
“ ache or tooth-ache, or maladies of the eyes, or have
¢ pimples about the mouth. They live to the age of
¢« 120 or 130, and some even to 200.”

The simple diet of the people of India preserves
them very generally from affections connected with
disorders of the stomach ; and they are remarkable
for good teeth. Diseases of the eyes, however, are
far from uncommon; and the duration of life is
greatly exaggerated. Longevity, however, in the
natives of the north-western provinces, is not rare ;
and the standard authorities of the Hindus regard
a century as the natural boundary of human life;
after which, voluntary death is not only excusable,
but becoming : as it is said of king Sudraka, « Hav-
‘ ing attained the age of one hundred years and ten
“ days, he entered the fired” The prayer to be
addressed by its parent to a newly-born infant also
says, “ Thou art born of my body, my child, to live
¢ for a hundred yearse.”

We next come to races of a different description,
but who, amidst the cloud of fable which invests
them, are very probably of Indian origin, either
through the medium of fact or fiction.

“In central India,” it is asserted, * a black people XxI.
“ of pigmies reside, speaking the same language as
“ the other Indians, but of dwarfish stature, some of
“ them being not above a cubit and a half, and the
“ tallest not exceeding two cubits in stature. The
* hair of their heads descends below their knees, and
¢ their beards are longer than those of other men,
“ so that they use no garments, as they can wrap

4 Hindu Theatre, i. 15. ¢ Bagbhatta Uttara Tantia.
B 2
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‘ themselves up entirely in their hair. They are
“ flat-nosed and ill-favoured, and are distinguished
“ by the disproportionate size of the sexual organ,
« which descends to the ancles. The king of the
“ Indians has 3000 of these pigmies in his service,
“ ag they are expert archers. They are an upright
¢ race in their conduct, and observe the same laws
“ as the other Indians.”

The belief that a people of Lilliputians existed,
appears to have been very general amongst the an-
cients, and was very widely disseminated before the
times of Ctesias. Various situations were assigned
to them, and they were supposed to inhabit Thrace,
Egypt, and Ethiopiaf, as well as India. Another
circumstance, as old as Homer, is not mentioned by
Ctesias, their being that ¢ small infantry warred on
by cranes,” or their combats with large partridges,
which Megasthenes describes, or their riding upon
partridges, or upon diminutive sheep and goats to
the encounter, that others speak of. In fact, there-
fore, Ctesias deals less in the marvellous here than
other authors. That the origin of this belief is to
be traced partly to the real occurrence of dwarfs,
and partly to the mistaking of monkeys for men, is
exceedingly probable. Domitian evidently conceived
the former notion when he set dwarfs to fight,
and turned in cranes upon them&; and the sol-

"diers of Alexander, it is recorded, actually charged
a troop of monkeys, taking them for pigmy foes b,

f Iliad, b. 6. Aristot. Histor. Anim. viii. Juvenal, xiii. 167.
Strabo, xv. Gerania in Thrace, an ancient city of the pigmies,
Pliny, iv.18: also viii. 2. Athen. ix.

g Statius, Sylv. i. 6. 57. b Strabo, xv.
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Dr. Tyson! identifies the pigmy and the Chim-
pansé, or large African monkey, but the majority of
writers lean to the opinion that the prototype of the
pigmy is to be sought for in the human race. Buffon
thinks it probable that the fable of the pigmies con-
tained some truth. Aristotle believed that what was
related of them was fact, not fiction ; and the Abbé
Banier k concludes that the poets by whom the story
was first narrated gave it an air of improbability by
their exaggerations. “ En un mot,” he observes,
“ ils ont fait les géants trop grands et les pygmées
“ trop petits.” Accordingly, the pigmy people are
considered by Olaus Magnus to be the Samoyedes
and Laplanders. Some German writers have placed
them in the mines of Lusatia and Thuringia, in one of
which Thurneisser has asserted ! that the dead body
of a man, two feet three inches long, was actually
found. The object of the Abbé Banier’s disserta-
tion is to claim for the Pechini of Ptolemy, a dimi-
nutive people of Ethiopia, the honour of being the
pigmies of Homer. Buffon ™ has given an account
of a people of white dwarfs in the centre of Mada-
gascar called Quimos, or Kimos, of whom one indi-
vidual, a woman of mature years, who had been seen
by the narrator, measured but three feet and seven
or eight inches ; and he also mentions a notice of a
people in America, in Tucuman, bordering upon the
Patagonians, some of whom had been brought by
the Spaniards to Europe, whose height was under
three feet. To these may be added the Papuas, or

i Essay on Pigmies and Satyrs.
k Mémoires de I’Académie des Inscriptions, v. 101.
1 Mémoires, &c. v. 105. m Histoire Naturelle, v. xi.288.
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negroes of the Eastern islands, amongst whom a
stature of four feet nine inches is that of a full
grown male®. Whatever may be the value of these
testimonies in favour of the ancient notion, as it re-
garded pigmy races in other parts of the world, it is
foreign to our purpose to consider. It only con-
cerns us to inquire what may be met with in India
likely to elucidate the history of the pigmies in that
country.

Dwarfs, some of whomn are not much above three
feet high, are not at all rare in India, and there, as
well as in Europe in the middle ages, they formed
part of a great man’s retinue, at least in former times.
Thus in the Ratnavali, when a monkey having
broke loose alarms the household, ¢ the dwarf,” it is
said, “ creeps into the jacket of the chamberlain ©:”
and in the Viddha Salabhanjika P, where a domestic
picture of a prince, his queen, and attendants is de-
scribed, the dwarf and the monkey are amongst the
portraits. A dwarf, indeed, plays an important
part in Hindu mythology, being the character as-
sumed by Vishnu in one of his avataras, or de-
scents upon earth ; and in the same mythology we
have a still more diminutive race, the Balakhilyas,
or Balikhilyas, pigmy saints and sages not bigger
than the thumb, the sons of one of the patriarchs,
Kratu, to the number of 60,000, attendants upon
the chariot of the sun, and drinking his beams, or
seated at the foot, or hanging on the branches of the
Kalpa druma, or tree of heaven, immersed in con-
templative devotion, or engaged in sacrificial rites ;

- n Crawfurd. Indian Archipelago, vol. i.
o Hindu Theatre, 2. p Ibid. 2.



28

-and “ weak masters though they be,” endowed with
super-human faculties: they are often mentioned in
the Purdnas 9, and in the Mahédbhdrat a story is re-
lated of Indra, the king of the gods, having given
them offence, in consequence of which he was nearly
deposed from his high estate. The occasion is thus
¢ related : Indra and the pigmies having been directed
“ by the patriarch Kasyapa to bring fuel for a sacri-
“ ficial fire, Indra performed his task readily, but he
“ was amused at beholding his companions, a num-
“ ber of grave, half-starved looking creatures of the
“ height of the thumb, labouring under the burden
“ of a single Palasa stick, and struggling through
““ a pool of water collected in the impression made
by the foot of a cow. He went to their aid, and
“ lifted them and their load out of the puddle, but
“ in so doing he laughed, and they were grievously
¢ displeased *.”

It is not impossible, however, that some of the no-
tions relating to the Indian pigmies might have been
gathered from Indian architecture, in which it is
very common to see dwarfish figures of grotesque
visage and uncouth forms, and with gross exaggera-
tions of some of their members sculptured either in
relief, or as statues, representing attendants upon the
divinities, dwarapalas, or door-keepers, and reli-
gious ascetics. Some of the latter also, even in their
living condition, the gymnosophists of ancient, and
the Sanyasis of more modern times, black, ugly, and
emaciated, and having no other vesture than over-
grown beards and hair, might have furnished some
of the features of our author’s description.

9 Vayu Pur. c.29. Kurma P. Vishnou P. b. iii. &ec.
r Mahabharata. Adi Parvan. p. 53.
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There is yet another and very probable source
from which some of the circumstances may have
originated, and the pigmies of Ctesias in the middle
of India may have been suggested by the Bhils,
Gonds, Koles, and other tribes, who inhabit the
almost inaccessible hills and impenetrable forests of
the different branches of the Vindhya mountains, ex-
tending across central India from Bengal and the
Ganges to the gulf of Cambay and the coast of Ma-
labar. These people average much less than the
middle stature; they are of a very black complexion
and uncouth appearance; they commonly go naked,
or very nearly so, and have sometimes long shaggy
beards and hair: theyare all expert archers. The pro-
genitor of these races is fabled in Hindu legend to
have sprung from the left thigh of Vena,an impious
raja, who had been put to death by certain holy sages.
They then set to work to knead and rub his limbs,
in order to provide a successor, and the first pro-
duct, or his impersonated iniquity, was this ancestor
of the barbarian denizens of the mountain and
forest. After describing the proceedings of the
rishis, or sages, the Bhagavata Purdna continues :
“ Then arose a person of dwarfish stature and di-
“ minutive limbs, of a complexion as black as a crow,
 with short arms and projecting jaw, stumpy feet,
“a flat nose, red eyes, and copper-coloured hair.
«“ He was called NishAda, and was the ancestor of
“ the inhabitants of the forest and the mountain.”
The Padma Puréana® adds, * that he was of hideous
¢ aspect and limited understanding, and was armed
“ with a bow and arrows, and that he was the

s B.iv. 14.
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« progenitor of the Chéndélas (or outcastes) and
« Nishadas (or foresters), races addicted to vicious
« practices, and devoid of all law, civil or religious.”
The MahéAbhérata has similar accounts of the popu-
lation of Gondwana. Hamilton® remarks, ¢ the coun-
“ try of the native Gonds remains for the most part
“ a primaeval wilderness, its human inhabitants being
¢ gcarcely superior to the brutes, with which they
¢ live intermixed.” Malcolm * terms the Bhils < a
 diminutive and wretched-looking race:” they are
professed robbers and thieves, armed with bows and
arrows. In 1831 some predatory incursions of the
Lurka koles, on the western frontier of Bengal, ren-
dered it necessary to send troops into their thickets,
and they were found to be a short, black, ugly
people, scarcely human in their appearance, but skil-
ful archers. The hill-people of Rajamahal whom
I have seen are much superior to the other moun-
tain tribes, but few of them attain the height of five
feet, and they are very black, with thick lips and
flat noses. These races were much more widely
spread over India in former times, especially in the
central provinces, of which they appear to have
been the earliest known, if not the aboriginal inha-
bitants. Their employment by the king of the
Indians, of which Ctesias speaks, is a characteristic
which they have long retained. They are intro-
duced constantly into plays and poems as the guards
and personal attendants of princes. In the Vikrama
and Urvasi Y, Pururavas enters attended by a véd-
haka, a hunter or forester, the vedda of the penin-

t Description of Hindostan, 2. 6.
u Account of Central India. v Hindu Theatre, i. 260.
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sula, and weddah of Ceylon; and in the Retnavali *
the guards of the inner courts of the palace are

kir4tas, or woodsmen. In Col. Tod’s Rajputana,

the Meenas, a tribe of foresters, are described as re-
tained in the service of the rajas of Delhi and
Udayapur ; and it appears that men of this tribe,
attached to the palace of Jaypur, have been the
chief agents in a late attack upon the British Re-
sident, and the murder of a young civilian by whom
he was accompanied. A similar policy has been
adopted even by the British government, and the
hill-men of Bhagalpur and the Bhils of Kandesh
have been embodied as a local militia ; the dwarf, if
not the pigmy bow-men of the king of the Indians.
Of another race of Indians particularized by Cte-
sias we might reasonably despair of discovering any
existing prototype ; and yet, omitting what is hope-
lessly fabulous, it may not be impossible to conjec-
ture an origin even for the Kalystrii, or Kuno-
kephali, the dog-headed people¥. “ These are said to
 inhabit the mountains that extend to the Indus to
 the number of 120,000 : they have the heads of
“ dogs, with large teeth and sharp claws, and their
“ only language is a sort of bark. They are said to
“ be very honest, and to maintain a commercial inter-
“ course with other Indians who understand their
“ meaning partly by their bark, and partly by signs.
 They are clothed in the skins of wild animals, and
« feed upon their raw flesh. It is stated in another
“ passage, that they bake it in the sun. They follow
“ no occupation, but live by the chase, and rarely fail

x Hindu Theatre, 2.
y Zlian. iv. 46. Plin. vii. 2. Diod. i. 3. Philos. 217.
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« of their prey, as they are sure archers, and very
« swift of foot. They rear sheep, goats, and asses,
“ and they drink ewe’s milk and curds. They feed
“ also on the fruit of the Siptakora, which they dry
* like raisins, and send a quantity of it annually to
“ the king of the Indians packed in baskets which
« they fabricate, along with a quantity of the flowers
“ yielding a purple dye, of an insect whence a red
« dye is extracted, and of amber, and these are floated
“ on rafts down the river. They barter the same
¢« articles, and swords, bows, and arrows of their own
“ manufacture for bread, meal, and cotton garments,
« Their situation amongst lofty mountains makes
« them invincible : the king supplies them every fifth
“ year with 300 bows and as many darts, 120 shields,
“ and 50,000 swords. They have no houses, but re-
“side in caves. The men never wash any part of
“ their persons, and the women only once a month,
“ but both sexes smear themselves with oil thrice
“ a month, wiping it off with skins. The wealthy
 wear cotton garments, but the greater number, both
‘“ men and women, are dressed in skins, the thinnest
¢ procurable from which the hair has been removed.
“ He is the most opulent who has most sheep. Both
*“ men and women have tails like dogs, but longer
“ and more hairy. It is amongst these people espe-
“ cially that extreme longevity is said to prevail.

‘“ Beyond these, and nearer to the sources of the
“ river, are others who are very black, and neither
‘ eat corn nor drink water, but rear flocks of sheep,
‘¢ goats, and oxen, and live entirely upon their milk.
s It is said that they void no ordure, being born with-
‘ out any aperture for that purpose, and that the ex-
“ crementitious portion of their food passes off either

XXIV.
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“ by the urine, or is ejected from the stomach by the
“ emetic properties of a sweet root which they mix
“ with their milk at noon and in the evening. At
“ the latter season it operates as an emetic, at the
“ former, it prevents the milk from curdling in the
“ stomach. :

“ In the mountains whence comes the Indian reed,
“ there are not fewer than 30,000 people whose women
‘* bear but once in their lives ; the children are born
“ with teeth, and the hair of the head and eyebrows
‘ is grey at birth, but becomes black from thirty to
“sixty. These people have eight fingers on each
‘ hand, and as many toes on each foot. They are
“ very warlike, and the king has in his service 5000
“ of them as archers, besides spearmen. Their ears
‘ are said to be so large as to cover their shoulders
“ and arms as low as the elbows.

« Of the Seres, and the remoter Indians, it is said
“ that they are of gigantic stature, some of them
“ being thirteen cubits high. Men with tails, like
“ satyrs, are also reported to exist in the interior of
“ some island in the ocean.

 Another race of Indians, the Cynomolgi, are said
“ by Alian?Y, on the authority of Ctesias, to rear a
¢ large breed of dogs, in order to protect themselves
“ against the periodical incursions of wild cattle, who
¢ during the latter part of the summer are driven
“ mad by the stings of bees and wasps. The dogs
“ alone are able to keep them off, killing many of
“ them, whose flesh is partly eaten by their masters.
“ At other seasons these people hunt other wild ani-
“ mals by the aid of their dogs, and also drink the

y Alian, xvi. 31.
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“ milk of the latter.” According to Julius Pollux, the
Cynomolgi were the dogs, not their masters. Pas-
sages in Pliny?, apparently derived from Ctesias,
notice other monstrous people, or the Monosceli,
who, although having but one leg, are wonderful
leapers. The Skiopod#, whose feet are so broad,
that when the person lies on the ground, and ele-
vates his leg, his foot answers the purpose of a pa-
rasol. And a third race, who have no necks, and
carry their eyes in their shoulders.

In these accounts there are of course many ab-
surdities which it would be in vain to attempt to
explain, and all that can be said in behalf of Ctesias
is, that he is kept in countenance by his country-
men, of whom Strabo?® remarks, that in general
those who have written concerning India are liars,
especially Deimachus, Megasthenes, Onesicritus, Ne-
archus, and others of the same stamp. Even Hero-
dotus is not free from incredible fictions, but Me-
gasthenes and Deimachus seem especially to have
been authorities for such marvels as men wrapped
up in their ears, destitute of mouths and noses, one-
eyed, long-legged, and having the fingers bent back-
wards, satyrs with square heads, serpents swallow-
ing oxen, horns and all, pigmies, and gold-making
ants. Amidst these extravagances, however, there
are some vestiges of fact, and of the incredible parts
it may be suspected that many of them have at
least a local propriety and are of Indian origin, the
inventions of Hindu superstition having been mis-
taken for truths by the credulous ignorance of the
Grecian ambassadors.

Z vii, 2. a Lib. ii. and xv.
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All modern travellers in the countries within or
to the north of the Himalayan mountains, to which
the older stories seem chiefly to relate, agree in re-
presenting the people as a remarkably indolent and
dirty race. The men leave to the women the la-
bours of the field, and remain idling at home ; and
both sexes® exhibit a marked aversion to the use
of water in ablutions of any kind, and substituting
unctions of grease or oil. They are clothed for the
most part in skins, with the hair inwards; whence
perhaps the notion that it was removed. In warm
weather, those who can afford it dress in cotton
chintzes, manufactured in the plains, and procured
by barter. They have little agriculture, and sub-
sist, in a great measure, upon the produce of their
flocks and herds, especially in the form of milk and
butter. The use of tea very generally prevails;
and this is perhaps the herb, rather than the root,
which qualifies the milk, and prevents its coagula-
tion, as well as occasionally relieves the stomach of
its contents. The Bhotias and Tibetans exchange
for cotton manufactures, and for rice and wheat,
their wool, their cattle, and their dried fruits; and
the intercourse with the people of the plains is car-
ried on to a great extent by signs, as they speak
languages unknown to their more southern neigh-
bours. In the present day, they generally reside in
log houses, or huts; but the mountains are in many
places pierced with caves, which have apparently
been the dwellings of a troglodyte population. At
Bamian, for example, Lieut. Burnes describes the
hill as quite honeycombed with excavations; and

b See the Travels, recently published, of Captains Munday,
Archer, and Skinner.
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states that the caves altogether form an immense
city.

Even their having the appendage of a tail ap-
pears to admit of explanation, if the same costume
which prevails in the present day existed in the
days of Ctesias; and fashion in these regions is not
entitled to the character of changeableness. Most
of the hill tribes, both men and women, wear their
hair plaited behind into one long tress; and this
being elongated by worsted twist and tassels de-
scends half way down the thigh, or even lower,
suggesting not unnaturally the notion of a dog’s
tail. A remarkable illustration of the insular sa-
tyrs of our author is of modern occurrence. It
is not a century since that a lieutenant of a Swed- .
ish vessel asserted of the people of the Nicobar
islands, that they had tails like cats, which they
moved in the same manner. Linnzus vouched for
the narrator’s honesty, and Lord Monboddo ¢ exulted
in his evidence as decisive of the question. The
mystery is thus solved by Mr. Fontana, who, de-
scribing the people of the Nicobars, observes of their
dress: “ A long narrow cloth, made of the bark of
“ a tree, round their waist, witk one extremity hang-
“ ing down behind, is all their dressd.” Lieutenant
Keoping saw the people only from the ship; and
the blunder was pardonable in a person impressed
probably by the previous assertions of Careri and
Struys, Marco Polo and Ptolemy ¢, with a belief that
men with tails had a real existence.

¢ Origin of Language, part I. b. ii. c. 3; and Ancient Meta-
physics, iii. 250.

4 Asiatic Researches, iii. 151.

¢ Buffon, Hist. Natur. de 'Homme, vol. v. p. 45.
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The dog’s head appears to have not improbably
originated in a verbal blunder. Kalystrii is given
as the native name, meaning in the Indian lan-
guage, according to Ctesias, xvvoxepator; and the
question is, how far he or his informant have ac-
curately written or explained the word. Some dis-
tinguished scholars and Orientalists, as Reland in
his Miscellaneous Dissertationsf, and Tychsen in the
Appendix to the second volume of Heeren's Histo-
rical Researches &, have expressed an opinion, that
all the foreign words which occur in Ctesias are not
Indian, but Persian. = That one or two are Persian
may be admitted ; but there is no reason to ques-
tion the Indian origin of several of them : and the
attempts of the writers in question to assign a Per-
sian etymology to the greater number have been
exceedingly unfortunate. The word kalystrii is an
instance. Reland would derive it from Zkallek shi-

kari, &\ AT , which, he says, means “ caput cani-
‘“ num unde contracte Kaliskaroi scripsit Ctesias et
“ per incuriam librariorum Kalustrioi.” But even
if his gratuitous correction of the reading were ad-
missible, his etymology is not; for kalleh means
rather the crown of the head, than the head : and
shikari means, hunter, hunting, any thing belong-
ing to the chase, not a dog in particular. Tychsen
proposes either kelek-sir, ,. )5, wolf-headed ; or
kalus, ,.)\Ss foolish, stupid; in the superlative
form kalusterin, _.,%w,\f, very foolish; converting
dog-head into block-head. He is avowedly dissa-
tisfied with either of these conjectures, and they

f Dissert. de veteri lingua Indica, i. 209.
& Historical Researches by Heeren, ii. 376.
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are by no means satisfactory. The ingenuity of
Col. Vans Kennedy " has supplied a much more
probable origin in the Sanscrit kdla-vastri, easily
convertible into kalustri, as v and u are interchange-
able letters. The sense of the compound, it is true, is
not “ having the head of a dog,” but “ having black
“ raiment ;” and this would be fatal to the identifica-
tion, if the interpretation of Ctesias were to be relied
upon. There is, however, in favour of the affinity
an argument of more weight, that Col. Vans Ken-
nedy has not adverted to it, and by which there-
fore he was not previously biassed in proposing the
Sanscrit compound. This is the existence of a peo-
ple, inhabiting a mountainous district in the direc-
tion to which Ctesias refers, who have been known
certainly for five centuries by the term in question.
These are the people denominated by Mohammedan
writers, and by the people surrounding them, the
Siah-posh Kafirs, the black-vestured infidels. At
the end of the 14th century' they provoked the
wrath of Tamerlane, on his way to invade Hindu-
stan, and were thence brought to the knowledge of
the Persian historians. They are described as a
brave though barbarous people, speaking a lan-
guage peculiar to themselves, and occupying narrow
valleys, amidst lofty and almost inaccessible moun-
tains. Although unable to contend with the over-
whelming power of the Tartar monarch, they were
not reduced without difficulty and loss. At a later
period the Siah-posh were said by Baber and Abul-
fazl to be the descendants of the Macedonians; but

h Calcutta Quarterly Magazine and Review, June 1827,
p- 218.
i Rozet al Sefa.
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the inquiries of Mr. Elphinstone¥, when on his em-
bassy to Cabul, induced him to disbelieve the tradi-
tion. Lieut. Burnes also denies this descent of the
Kafirs}, although he thinks the pretensions of the
chiefs of Badakhshan and the valley of the Oxus,
which were first noticed by Marco Polo, better
founded. Of the black-vested Kafirs he remarks,
that they appear to be a most barbarous people,
eaters of bears and monkeys, fighting with arrows,
and scalping their enemies, circumstances quite in
harmony with the character given by Ctesias of
the Kalystrii. They are fairer than most Asiatics;
and a Kafir boy of ten years of age, whom Lieut. -
Burnes met with, differed in complexion, hair, and
features, from other Asiatics, and had eyes of a
bluish colour, affording some authority for the
white-complexioned children mentioned by Ctesias,
those of a people who Pliny asserts were called by
him Pandore, a genuine Sanscrit word, Pandura
meaning pale or jfair. Lieut. Burnes supposes
the Siah-posh to have been the aborigines of the
plains, who fled to the mountains from the ad-
vance of the Mohammedans. From information
obtained by Messrs. Moorcroft and Trebeck, when
in Little Tibet, it appears that the Siah-posh Kafirs
are nothing more than a tribe of the people called
by the Hindu geographers, both in past times
and in the present day, Ddradas or Durds, € [{&_
and who have borne that appellation from time
immemorial, being the Daradraz of Ptolemy, situ-
ated at the sources of the Indus; and the Dardai
of Megasthenes, as quoted by Strabo™, who inha-

k Embassy to Cabul. Account of Kaferistan, 617.
1 Travels to Bokhara, ii. 210. m B, xv.
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bited the country of the gold-making ants. Now
the sense of Darada is tearer, render, from Dri, fo
tear to pieces; and this name, which is no doubt
as old as Ctesias, may have contributed to form the
canine teeth and talons of the people so called:
whilst their other appellation, Kalavastri, indicat-
ing the usage which they still observe, and whence
they are called by their neighbours Siah-posh, black-
vested, that of wearing black goat-skins, furnished
the denomination, Kalystrii, although the purport
of it was inaccurately explained.

Of the other extraordinary tribes of Indians,
whose existence rests either upon the authority of
Ctesias or of subsequent writers, the origin may be
with every appearance referred to India, being in
one or two instances perhaps misrepresentations of
facts, but in the greater number the assignment of
a local habitation to the creations of Hindu fable.
Thus, for the people with large ears, we find a class
of demigods called Hastikarnas, elephant-eared; and
large and long ears are features frequently as-
cribed to preternatural agents in Sanscrit fiction.
For the Acephali we have the Kabandha, a headless
but living trunk. One such personage is described
in the Ramayana® as seizing upon Rama, and his
brother and wife, at the commencement of their
exile: and another occurs in Rahu, the personified
descending node°: his head was struck off by
Vishnu ; but it was after he had quaffed the Am-
rita, or beverage of immortality; and head and body
thence enjoyed a durable though divided existence.
Horned satyrs appear in the Bhagavat, and Mono-

v Rimdyana Aranya Kdnda. - o Vishnu Puréna.
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culi in the Kilika Purana. As for a superfluity of
limbs, and for monstrosity of form, there is an infi-
nitude of such beings in the Hindu Pantheon, from
the chiefs downwards to the meanest hobgoblin.
Brahma has four heads; Siva three eyes; Vishnu,
in his Avatars, has the tail of a fish, the body of a
tortoise, the head of a boar, the head and talouns
of a lion; Ganesa has the head of an elephant.
Amongst the Danavas, or children of Danu, the
Titanic foes of the gods, we have one with the
head of a tiger, one with the head of a goat, an-
other has two heads, and a fourth has ears like
sharp spikesP. Another of the wives of the patri-
arch Kasyapa, Khasa, is the mother of two sons,
Yaksha and Rakshas; the former has two heads,
four arms, four feet, enormous ears, and a proboscis
like an elephant’s; and the latter is a dwarf, with
three heads, three feet, large ears, and dispropor-
tionate members: and these two were the progeni-
tors of races equally monstrous. The demigods at-
tendant upon Indra and Kuvera, the deities of hea-
ven and of wealth, may well be termed Kinnaras
and Kimpurushas, or literally What-men, How
strange a sort of beings! for their synonymes are
Aswamukha, Hayé4nana, and similar compounds, in-
timating that they have the heads of horses, from
Aswa, or Haya, @ horse; and Mukha, or anana, @
Jace. In the Bhagavat, the beings whom Indra sends
to frighten Dhruva, and interrupt his austerities,
have the heads of tigers, bears, and elephants, and
the bodies of buffaloes, cats, and owls. And in the
Kilika Purana the train of Kama, the Hindu Cupid,

P Viyu Purdna.




37

instead of the loves and graces, consists of the fiercer
passions personified as beings with the heads of
jackals, cats, and monkeys. Some of them have one
eye, some have three, some have immense ears, some
have one arm, some have many arms, some are
giants, and some pigmies. The beings, too, that are
supposed to live upon earth, haunting charnel houses
and cemeteries, or the places where the dead are
burnt, Pisachas and Bhitas, besides being anthro-
pophagi, are described as of gigantic stature and
monstrous form ; and these, and the races previously
alluded to, may, either through oral description or
sculptured representation, have borne the character
of existing realities to superstitious and ill-informed
traders and travellers.

With regard also to realities, we may perhaps
trace the Monosceli to Hindu asceticism. One of
the favourite exercises of a person performing tapas,
or penance, is standing on one foot. This, in the
legendary accounts of the austerities of various per-
sons, who seek to compel the gods to grant them a
boon, is done for a thousand years, and, in imitation
of their devotion, for such period as is practicable by
mere mortal sages. Representations of ascetics in
this posture were probably frequent. Figures of
Krishna and of Siva dancing on one leg also occur ;
and one of the names of the latter is Ekapad, Mono-
scelus. Again, notwithstanding the authentic por-
traits given us by learned men9, of the umbrella
footed gentry, it seems very probable, that, as Buffon
has imagined, they originated in the diseased enlarge-
ment of one of the legs, the Cochin leg, as it is popu-

9 They are engraved in Munster’s Cosmographia, and Lycos-
thenes de Prodigiis, as pointed out to me by Professor Rigaud.
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larly termed*, but common in other parts of In-
dia besides Malabar ; and which, though sometimes
connected with elephantiasis, is not necessarily so.
It is not unfrequently “ a chronic complaint, inter-
“ fering in no degree with the functions of life®.”
It is not very clear what may be meant by the men
with reverted fingers (omwrOuvdaxtvrot), but they may
perhaps be intended for the Urddhabahus, ascetics,
who hold up one arm until they cannot bring it
down again, and keep their palms closed until the
finger nails make their way between the metacarpal
bones and appear at the back of the hand. How-
ever this may be, we can scarcely doubt that the
Macrosceli, the long-legged race, were derived from
a real source, as the word is little more than a trans-
lation of the Sanscrit Z'dla jangha, (ATHSET )
people having legs like palm trees ; the metaphorical
denomination of a Hindu tribe which makes a con-
spicuous figure in the ancient history of India.
There is nothing else in Ctesias relative to the
human species which is of any importance. “The In-
“ dians,” he says, ““make very good wine and cheese,
“ and he had tasted them.” We need scarcely call his
veracity in question here, whatever we may think
of his taste. Cheese and wine are not manufactured
in India Proper, but they are to the northward.
The people of Bokhara use much cheese, according
to Lieut. Burnes®, and he also mentions the wines
of Bokhara, which, he says, are unpalatable to Eu-
ropean taste. That they were not so to Asiatic
taste we have high authority; for the emperor
r Hist. Natur. de 'Homme, v. 64.

5 Trans. Medical and Physical Society of Calcutta, i. 14.
t Travels to Bokhara, ii. 183.
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Baber, who was in the early part of his life a boon
companion, thus speaks of it: ¢ In all Maweral-
“ nahar, there is no wine superior in spirit and
¢ strength to that of Bokhara. When I drank
“ wine at Samarkand, in the days when I had my
¢ drinking bouts, I used the wine of Bokhara®.”
Ctesias is therefore fullly borne out in this particular,
at least, by unexceptionable testimony.

NATURAL HISTORY OF INDIA.

We next come to our author’s natural history,
-and first, of his accounts of the animals of India.

In this division of our subject, the foremost place
is due to the formidable creature he describes under
- the denomination of Martichora, * an animal said to
- have the face of a man and the bulk of a lion; to
“ be of a red colour, having three rows of teeth in
‘ each jaw, with human ears but larger, and with
“ grey eyes ; equipped with a tail above a cubit long,
“ pointed with a sting like that of a scorpion, and
““ armed with upright and transverse spines, a wound
“ from any one of which is fatal. When assailed by
“ a distant foe, the Martichora turns its tail in that
‘ direction, and darts its spines from it like arrows
“ from a bow. It can cast these spines to the dis-
“ tance of a plethrum, and they kill any animal ex-
£ cept an elephant. The spines are a foot long, and
“ of the thickness of a slender cord. The meaning of
“ the martichora is man-eater (avfpwmoparyos), as it
* devours many of those whom it has slain; it also
“ preys upon animals. It fights with its talons as
“ well as its spines ; and when any of the latter have
‘ been shot away, others grow in their place. India

u Memoirs of Baber, 53.
c4
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« abounds with these aniinals, and theyare often killed
« with darts by men who hunt them on elephants.”
Amidst the carnivora of the Indian forests, it
would be somewhat difficult to discover the Marti-
chora, and yet it would appear to be not altogether
‘the product of our author’s imagination. Indeed
Alian makes him assert that he had actually seen
the animal, one having been sent from India as a
present to the king of Persia. It may be, however,
that he asserted he had seen only the representation
of such an animal, which would accord with Heeren’s
theory of its origin¥, who describing the two sculp-
tured figures on the east portal of the ruined build-
ings at Persepolis, delineated by Niebuhr, Morier,
and Porter, and which have human faces, with the
bodies of lions, observes, that the former character-
istic convinces him that they were meant for the
Martichoras of Ctesias, who in his narratives has
here preserved legends current in Persia, derived
from a mythological system of Oriental, Persian, or
rather of Bactro-Indian origin. The elements of
this mythological creation were, he adds*, all real
animals, the lion, the bull, the horse, the onager or
wild ass, the rhinoceros, the ostrich, the eagle, and
the scorpion, blended together in a variety of mon-
strous combinations, to which the fancy of the poet
or the artist superadded a number of capricious or-
naments. Although this may be true, yet the Perse-
politan figures, being furnished with wings, and
devoid of tails, can scarcely be considered as the
prototypes of the Martichora, and we may still look
to India for the original. Pausaniasy thinks it is
nothing more than the tiger ; but although the tiger
v Vol i. 154. Xj. 152, ¥ In Beeoticis.
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may have contributed to its formation, yet some of
the appurtenances cannot be traced to that source.
The tail and its spikes seem rather to have been
suggested by some imperfect reports of lizards or
alligators, or still more, of the porcupine, which is
well known in India, whence, it has been supposed,
it was brought into Europe. It is found both in
the plains and in the mountains. A belief in its
power of shooting its quills, and of their deadly
property, is as prevalent in India as it has been in
Europe, and one of its names is Swa-vit, dog, or -
wild beast piercer. Others of its names are Saldka
and Salya, méaning @ javelin or dart. The body of
the Martichora may be borrowed from a real animal,
or from the Sinha, the mythological lion, on which
the goddess Durga rides, and the human face may
have been a Persian embellishment, if it did not ori-
ginate in some grotesque specimen of Indian sculp-
ture. It can scarcely be doubted that Martichora,
which seems to be the preferable reading, although
it occurs Mantichora in Aristotle and Pliny %, is a
Persian term. Etymologists are here agreed. Re-
land® observes, ‘“ Hodie qua mirabilis est linguz Per-
“sicae constantia avfpwmodaryos §,p< 5,0 Mardi chora
“appellatur a s,.. komo et ,s,,= edere,” and Tychsen®
says Martichora is neither more nor less than the
Persian Mard-khora, },y<,0, from s,., @ man, and
wiss o eat. Mardam-chora, 1,,= (30 also, as he
observes, is a compound found in Persian writers
to denote a fierce warrior. Thevenot, giving an
account of some tribes in the south of India, who
were accused of cannibalism, asserts that they were
called Mardi khora by their neighbours. The latter

z Aristot. Hist. Animal. ii. c. 1; Pliny, viii. 21.
a Dissertations, vol. i. 223. b Heeren, ii. 377.
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member of the term is in frequent use in India, in
the sense of eater, as in the word halal-khor s s,
the name of a low caste, so called because they eat
-every thing, every thing is lawful food to them.
If we admit that the Persian of the time of Ctesias
was the Zend, we still preserve the affinity ; for ac-
.cording to Du Perron’s Zend vocabulary®¢, the words
~would be mereté-khore. The same may be traced
to a Sanscrit source, T or marttya, ¢ mortal, a
‘man, and khada ©[1C_ wko eats, marttya khida; and
there is no lack of anthropophagi amongst the
creations of Hindu fable. The Rakshasas, Pisdchas,
and Bhutas, the giants, ogres, and goblins of the
Hindus, are all cannibals, as in the Bhatti, Khara
-and Dishana, two Rakshasas, observe, “ Day and
“ night we devour men, nor are we therein to
 blame.” The Bhagavata, describing such a being,
says, ‘“He drank the blood from the entrails, and
 crunched the bones like lotus stalks;” and Madhava,
in the drama of Malati and Madhava 9, seeking to
propitiate the spirits of ill, brings them raw flesh
as an offering :

« Demons of ill, and disembodied spirits

* Who haunt this spot, I bring you flesh for sale—

¢¢ The flesh of man.”

Men also may be condemned for a period to simi-
lar propensities; and Kalmashapada®, one of the
early kings of India, became a cannibal at the com-
mand of his spiritual preceptor, whom he had dis-
pleased, for a period of twelve years, during which,
among others, he devoured his teacher’s sons. Some
such stories may have contributed the human heads
to the body and talons of the real lion or tiger ; and

¢ Zend avesta, vol. ii. 4 Hindu Theatre, ii. 56.
¢ Mahabharata, vol. i. p. 243. -
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the rest of the martichora have been compounded of
the tail of the scorpion and the spines of the porcupine.
There was a chapter, of which the title only re-

mains, concerning elephants who break down walls,
TerxokaTalvrwy eepavrwv. [lianf adds, that they
are trained to do so at the command of their princes,
by applying their breasts against them. Elephants
have been constantly employed in Indian warfare
to force open the gates of fortified buildings, and it
appears to have been a practice to exercise them
against artificial ramparts or mounds. Thus in the
Megha Duta, a large cloud sailing along the sky is
compared to an elephant butting at a mound :

............ He beheld a cloud,

In form some elephant, whose sportive rage

Ramparts unequal to his might engage—
and Vaprakrira, literally, playing at or against a
mound, is used to signify, the butting of an elephant.
Some other particulars are cited from Ctesias by
lian and Aristotle. The former states, that Cte-
sias relates having seen an elephant, at the-command
of his driver, overturn a palm-tree by a violent
shock : a not improbable occurrence. The latter &
denies the accuracy of the accounts which Ctesias
has given of the procreation of these animals, and of
the seminal excretion of the male becoming har-
dened like amber. As no other particulars are
given, we cannot vindicate our author’s correctness ;

but in the latter case it is possible that some misap- .

prehension has occurred, and that the excretion al-

luded to was that which issues at certain seasons

from the elephant’s temples, and hardens like gum

‘upon his cheeks; a physiological peculiarity fre-

quently noticed by the Indian poets, as the excre-
f xvii. 28. g B.ii.c. 2.
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tion is supposed, by its fragrance and sweetness, to
have a strong attraction for bees, who thence infest the
animal’s head, as thus described in the Ritu Sanhara :

Roars the wild elephant, inflamed with love,

And the deep sound reverberates from above;

His ample front like some full lotus blows,

Where sport the bees, and fragrant moisture flowsi.
The circumstance is noticed by Strabok, but
escaped all subsequent writers until the days of
Cuvier!: according to him, the exudation is any
thing but fragrant.

Ctesias, as Schlegel observes™, in his history of
the elephant, is the first writer who has described
the employment of elephants in war; for their em-
ployment in this capacity by the Greeks was one of
the consequences of Alexander’s invasion. As quoted
by Zlian, however, our author has exaggerated the
numbers attached to the service of the king on such
occasions: he makes them 100,000, a much greater
establishment than Indian princes were ever known
to possess. The number brought into action in India
by Porus amounted to 200; but the Macedonians were
terrified by the report that the king of the Ganga-
ridee could bring 6000 into the field. The highest of
their numbers, however,leaves Ctesias chargeable with
extravagance ; and all that can be said in excuse is,
that the exaggeration was probably Indian. According
to Hindu writers, an 4kshauhini, or full army, is
formed of 109,300 foot, 65,610 horse, 21,870 cha-
riots, and as many elephants; and in the Maha-
bhiérata, which records the struggle for the paramount
sovereignty of India between the kindred families
of Kuru and Pandu, in which all the rajas of India

i Megha Duta, or Cloud Messenger, p. 28. n. k xv. 32.
1 Ménagerie, t.i. p. 121, ™ Indische Bibliothek. vol. i. p. 2.
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took part, the contending armies comprised many
Akshauhinis, affording an original authority for
100,000, or even a greater number, of war-elephants
being in array.

Another section treats of small monkeys having
tails four cubits long. There is no want of monkeys
of various species inIndia,but the long-tailed monkey,
or Hanuman (Entellus), is not one of the smallest.

A chapter was devoted to Indian dogs, of whom the
only particular that has been preserved is, that they
were so large that they could fight with lions. That
the Indian dog was highly prized by the Persians
before the time of Ctesias, we know from Herodotus,
as the animal was an article of import, and large
packs were kept by the Persian king and nobles®. As
these were dogs for the chase, they could not have
been of the species of the wild dog of India; for this
is an animal which it has been found impossible to
tame. The Indian dog of the Persians must have
been rather the dog of Tartary, of whom various
breeds were kept for the purpose of hunting, as late
as the thirteenth century; the grand Khan, according
to Marco Polo, taking the field with a pack of 5000°.
According to the same traveller, there are dogs in
the province of CentiguiP, of such strength and
prowess, that two of them are more than a match
for a lion. The Tibetan dog is an animal of great
strength and fierceness, though capable of domesti-
cation. Of the wild dog of India we have only
lately had any authentic description; an account of
the buansu, or wild dog of Nepal, having been pub-
lished by Mr. Hodgson 9, and another of the kolsun,
or same animal in Malabar, by Col. Sykesr. That

n Herod. i. 192. vii. 187. © Ramusios’ edition, p. 28.

P Ibid. p.40. 4 Asiatic Res. xviii. p. 2. *T.R. As.Soc.vol. iii.
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these dogs hunt other animals in packs of eight or
ten, and overpower not only buffaloes and wild
cattle, but even leopards and tigers, was first stated
by the author of the Wild Sports of the East;
it was confirmed by bishop Heber ; and is placed be-
yond doubt by the observation and inquiries of the
last named authorities.

“ Indian sheep and goats, it is said, are larger
“ than asses, and bring forth four or six lambs at
“ most. They have tails so large, that it is neces-
“ sary to cut them off from the female, to admit the
¢ access of the male.” On the other hand it is stated,
that “ amongst the pigmies the cattle are of the like
“ diminutive stature, the sheep are no bigger than
‘ lambs in other countriesf, and the oxen, asses,
< horses, and mules, and other beasts of burden,
 are not larger than ordinary rams. There are no
“ swine, either wild or domestic.”

Now it is perfectly true that the cattle of various
parts of India differ materially in size. Several of
the sheep and goats of the mountains are large and
portly animals, and the domestic breeds are used,
the sheep especially, for carrying loads; whilst the
wild species, as the bkaral or argali, and the jamlah
goat, are, according to all accounts, animals of great
size and strength. The dumba, or broad-tailed
sheep, is common in central Asia. In Bokhara® all
the sheep are of this kind ; some of the tails yield as
much as fifteen pounds of tallow. The animal looks
deformed from its size, and straddles along with evi-
dent uneasiness. Some of the horned cattle of the
northern provinces of India are tall and handsome
animals, whilst the forests produce the two large
species of the Gaur and the Gayal, and the buffalo

r Elian iv. 26. s Burnes, ii. 174.
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itself appears to have been known to the ancients as
the' Indian ox. The Turkman horse is celebrated for
size and strength. On the other hand, the animals of
the more southern parts of India are of a diminutive
breed. The horses of Bengal rarely exceed thirteen
hands, and the goats and sheep are of the smallest
size. The zebu, or hunch-backed Indian cow, is
not taller than an English calf; and there are still
smaller breeds, some of which are not so large as a
moderate-sized mastiff dog. With regard to the
absence of the hog, we must here agree with Ari-
stotle, that Ctesias is not worthy of belief, for both
the wild and domestic kinds are known to the San-
scrit language, and the medicinal properties of the
flesh of both kinds are described by Hindu writers. It
is to be observed, however, that Aliant, who repeats
the remark, adds, that the Indians abhor the flesh,
and would as soon feed on that of man; a very
superfluous disgust, if the animal was not known
to them. It is quite true that no Hindus, except
the outcastes, will eat the flesh of the Grdma sitkara,
Gaon ka sir, the village or tame swine; but the
wild hog is permitted food, at least to persons of the
military caste; and I recollect partaking of one
which had been sent as a present from the raja of
Bharatpur to the English officer commanding at
Mathura. The wild hog was indeed an animal
high in esteemn amongst the Hindus in former times.
The flesh of the wild boar offered to deceased pro-
genitors, satisfies them for ten months?, and to the
goddess Kaili, satisfies her for twelve years*. One
of the principal avatars of Vishnu is denominated
the Varaha, or boar, in which the deity, assuming
t Lib. xvi. c. 36. u Menu, iii. 270.
x Asiatic Researches, vol. v.
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the head of the animal, upraised upon his tusks the
earth which had been submerged beneath the ocean ;
as in the concluding passage of the drama, Mudra
Rakshasa, it is said of the earth,

That erst, by power divine upborne, she rode
Safe on the tusks of that celestial boar,
Who snatch’d her from the o’er incumbent floods,
And rear’d her green hills once again to heaven?7.
Of hares and foxes it is asserted, * that they are
“ hunted, not with dogs, but with crows, hawks,
“ kites, and eagles ;” and the statement is so far true,
that in India, properly so called, dogs have never
been associated with man in the chase. Hawking
has long been common, both with Mohammedans
and Hindus ; and in native portraits of Nawabs and
Rajas, it is very common to see the hawk sitting on
the wrist of the individual who is delineated. It is
doubtful, however, if the practice was not intro-
duced by the Mohammedans ; for there is no trace of
this amusement in any of the Sanscrit poems or plays.
“ India has wild asses as large as horses, with a
“ purple head, blue eyes, and a white body; they
“ have a horn on the forehead a cubit long, the
“ lower part of which, or that nearest to the skull,
“ is very white, whilst the middle is black, and the
“ tip red : raspings of this horn infused in any fluid
 are a preservative against poison, and either wa- -
“ ter or wine drank out of cups made of it, either
“ before or after swallowing poison, will prove an
‘ antidote : drinking from such cups is also a pro-
“ tection against spasms and epilepsy.
« All other asses, whether wild or tame, and all
‘ animals with solid hoofs, are without astragali and
“ without gall, but these animals have both.” The

¥ Hindu Theatre, 2. 152.
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bones which Ctesias says he had seen, he describes
¢ as very handsome, they resembled the astragali of
“ the ox in form and size, but were as heavy as
“ lead, and of the colour of minium, externally and
‘ internally.”

“ The Indian wild ass is a very strong and swift
¢ animal ; no other can overtake it. At first it runs
« gently, but it increases its velocity as it proceeds.
“ It is captured only by this device :—when droves
“ of them take out their young to pasture, they are
“ surrounded by horsemen, and being unwilling to
‘ abandon their young, they do not gallop off, but
“ remain and fight with horns, heels, and teeth,
“ and kill many of their assailants: at last, how-
‘ ever, they are overpowered and slain with arrows
“ and darts; they are never taken alive. They are
 hunted for their horns and astragali, for the flesh
¢ is too bitter to be eaten.”

In this account there is an evident confusion of
right and wrong, and the circumstances obviously
relate to two different animals, the rhinoceros, and
the wild ass or horse; the former of which is really
an Indian animal, whilst both the latter are numerous
in the countries immediately north of the Himalaya.

The peculiarity of the horn, and the belief in its
virtues as an antidote, belong to the rhinoceros.
The same powers are generally ascribed by the ori-
entals to cups made of it, as Chardin, speaking of the
popular notion that prevailed in his day, observes ;
“ On prétend qu’aux Indes les rois et les princes se
 servent de cornes de rhinocéros a boire, i cause de
“ Pantipathie qu’elle a avec le poison lequel se re-
 connoit en ce que le corne sue au moindre poison
“quil y a dedans.” A similar statement is given

D
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in Wilkins's edition of Richardson’s Dictionary. In
neither the Heft Kulzum nor the Burhan Katia is
this property mentioned, although they both state
that raspings of the horn taken internally expel
wind. The Makhzan al Adwiah, a medical work
of great merit, notices that drinking cups are made
of the horn of the rhinoceros ; and Baber ? relates
that he had a goblet made from one : a belief in the
alexipharmic virtues of the material was no doubt
the reason for the fabrication of such vessels, and
the notion seems to be very widely diffused through-
out the East. Thunberg, at the Cape of Good Hope,
observes, with regard to the horn of the African
rhinoceros, it was esteemed for making drinking
cups, as any poisoned liquor in them would ferment:
he even submitted this to the test of experiment; but
found, as might have been expected, the bowl was
very unconscious of its drugged contents. In Per-
sia we have seen that the idea prevailed in the time
of Chardin, and one cannot doubt its currency in
India. Buffon mentions various authorities to this
effect. Mr. Forbes, speaking of the notion at the
Cape, says it is as common there as in India; and in
a little treatise on natural history, printed at Seram-
pore, in Bengali, partly translated and partly ori-
ginal, it is said the Hindu physicians consider the
horn, teeth, nails, skin, and other parts of the rhino-
ceros, as eminently medicinal in a variety of com-
plaints, and that Indian princes have drinking cups
made of the horn, on account of their being anti-
dotes to poison. The same belief extends to the
eastern Archipelago and to China, and it has been
said, that to the latter, a thousand rhinoceros’ horns
z Memoirs of Baber, 316.
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are annually exported from Siam 2. The horns are
employed by the Chinese for supposed medicinal
purposes. So far, therefore, little doubt can be en-
tertained that the one-horned animal of Ctesias is
the rhinoceros.

The Indian, or rather the Persian name of an
animal, probably the same as the unicorn of our
text, which also occurs in Alian b, identifies it with
the rhinoceros. It is there termed kartazon, or kar-
tazonos, capralwvos, and this has been corrected with
very good reason, by Bochart®, to karkason ; for
the Persian name of the rhinoceros is kargadan,

u.,j')r'; or as it is also read, according to the Bur-

han Katia, u"J iy kargasan ; both of them connected
apparently with the Sanscrit appellation Zharga.
This in Bengali is confined to the horn, and the
animal is in that language and in Hindi, called
Genda ; in this case we might have the compound,
s. kkargavdn, p. khargaddn, the original of the
kargadan of the latter. Tychsen, adhering to the
common reading, would explain it by .5 @ rhinoce-
ros, and E; running, as if it meant the fleet rhino-
ceros: the compound is not known to the Persians;
and whatever may be said of the speed of the rhi-
noceros, no person familiar with the appearance of
the animal can associate with it the idea of swift-
ness. All that is meant probably by the accounts
of its velocity, is, that it runs faster than might be
expected from its figure : it is easily overtaken by a
horseman. :

Of the anatomical peculiarities noticed, it is true
that many of the solid-footed animals, as the horse,

a Crawford’'s Embassy to Siam. b xvi. 20.
¢ Hieroz. P.1. b. iii. c. 26.
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ass, deer, have no gall bladders, and that the rhino-
ceros has: but the divisions of his toes exclude
him from the class of solid-hoofed animals; and here,
therefore, the description applies rather to the horse
or ass, than to the rhinoceros. Animals with di-
vided as well as undivided hoofs, however, have the
tarsal bone, called the astragalus, unless Ctesias
meant something else by the appellation. What
use this bone was applied to, so that the animal
should be hunted for it, is not described; but it
might have been employed as a sort of dice in some
game of chance, or worn as a talisman. According
to the Makhzan al Adwiah, rings for the fingers and
thumb are made from the horn, and they were pos-
sibly made from the heel bone also, to be worn as
preservatives against venom. From its red colour,
Tychsen supposes it must have been painted; but in
that case the colour would have been only superfi-
cial ; and it is worthy of notice, that Alian says
the colour throughout is ¢black.’” There is more
plausibility in Tychsen's conjecture, that the various
colours of the horn applied to it after its formation
into a cup, when they were given to it by art; a
supposition confirmed by the passage which he cites
from Manuel Philo, in which the author asks an
Indian prince ¢ what the cup out of which he drank
was made of, and which was ornamented with three
rings, white, black, and red. The reply was, that
it was made of the horn of the onager. At the same
time it is to be observed that the horn of the rhino-
ceros appears to undergo a change of colour, and is
sometimes grey, approaching to white; and the
white is most highly valued.

¢ Heeren, ii. 384.
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Of the flavour of the flesh it is to be remarked,
that Persian physicians declare that the flesh of the
horse and the ass is sweet to the taste, but bitter in
digestion; whilst the Hindu medical writers affirm
that the flesh of the rhinoceros is sweet: what is
also more germain to the matter, Manuf declares it
unlawful to eat the flesh of any animal with undi-
vided hoofs, and enumerates the rhinoceros as
amongst the animals that may be eaten. The
Makhzan al Adwiah observes, also, that the flesh
of the rhinoceros is halal, permitted, good ; and the
Bengali treatise, above referred to, states that the
Hindus eat it. Here, therefore, Ctesias means the
horse or ass.

Besides the singleness of the hoof and qualities of
the flesh, the figure, size, and speed evidently refer
to an animal of the family of the horse, and either
to the wild ass, the Gor khar, or to the wild horse,
the dzigtai or equus hemionus, or some other spe-
cies, for both are common in the regions north of the
Hindu Koh: the Gor khar, however, must have
been well known in Persia, where it is still, as it
ever has been, native, and a favourite object of the
chase; and the wild horse is therefore more probably
the animal intended. This, as found under the
name of Kiang, in Ladakh, by Messrs. Moorcroft
and Trebeck, was white about the nose, under the
neck, and in the belly and legs; the back was a
light bay, and the mane was dun: they herded in
considerable droves, and the manners of the animal
were such as Ctesias describes: at first he trots off
gently, when a pursuer approaches, stops and turns,
and looks at the object of his fear, and then flies off

fv.11.and 18.
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with unapproachable speed and irreclaimable wild-
ness. They are occasionally, but with difficulty,
shot, but never taken alive. It seems most likely,
therefore, that this was the animal of whom Ctesias
received accounts; but either he or his informants
blended them with some imperfect description of
the rhinoceros. The compound seems to have been
in some respects a mythological one, as the sculp-
tures at Persepolis contain several representations of
the unicorn, with the body, according to Ker Porters,
of a bull, but according to Niebuhr and Morier, of
a horse.

There is a chapter on gallinaceous fowls of the
largest size, of which the title only is preserved.
Some of the particulars, however, seem to be given
by Alian", who describes the birds as having many-
coloured crests, broad tails, feathers and plumage of
partly a golden and partly an emerald colour. Cte-
sias might have alluded to the peacock, which was
not known to the Greeks, apparently, before Alex-
ander. Cuvier considers the bird described by
Alian to be the Impeyan pheasant (Lophophorus
refulgens).

The parrot is well enough described! as * being of
“ the size of a crow, with a red beak, a black head,
“ and a blue or a red neck, with human voice and
“ speech, and talking either Indian or Greek, accord-
“ ingly as it was taught.” The name of this bird,
which, although it is read much more frequently
Psittakus, Ctesias calls Bittakos, is derived by Re-

& Heeren, i. 154. b Al xvi. 2.
i Pliny, x. 42. Suidas in voce yurrakos. Olympiodori Ex.
cerpta apud Phot. Diod. Sic. 2.





