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OF THE RELIGION QF SASSAK,

By M. ZoLLINGER.

WE should perhaps say the “ religions™ of the inhabitants of Lom-
bok, seeing that the rulers are Hindus and their subjects Mahomedans.

The Baseaks are not very zealous Mghomedans, and at all events
are much less fanatical than their neighbours on the island of Sum-
bawa. This arises perhaps from Mahomedanism not having struek
ita root deeply, from the small number of priests particularly hadji
who are found on the island, and lastly from the Balinese being very
tolerant, and never obstructing their subjects in their religion.

A Sassak who becomes a Hindu enjoys the same priviliges as the
Bilinese. Hia possessions are free from taxation. Again all Saseak’
girs who have been seized and purchased by Bilinese become Bali-
nese, a3 do their children also. Henee it often happens that the
whole family embraces the Bélinese religion, and so it is constantly
gaining some believers. Mr. K. says that the ¢ontrary never occurs,
tbatis he does not know an instance of a Balinese having hecome »
Mahomedan.

'The Sassnks no longer know when and in what manner their fore-
fathers became Mahomedans., It sppears to me probable that the
irst Mahomedans came from Sumbawa and gradually converted the
lohabitants of Lombok, or that this was effected by Bugis who re-
wrted directly from Celebes as apostles of trade. In any event the
tonversion appears to have taken place in a4 peaceabie manner, and
#ot through the sword.

The religion of the BAlinese on Lombok iy entirely the same as
that of the inhabitanta of Bi{. The worship, the temples, the ez-
lendar, the year, the monthe and their names, are all the same as on
Bili. I have thus little to tell that has not already besn said by
Crawfurd, or in my article on Bdli in the T. voor N, L., or in that of
Melvii) in the Moniteur des Indes. And since Mr. Freiderich has
been for some time on B4ll with the special object of studyiug the
political and religious institutions of that islsnd, we may expect much
more careful and complete elucidations than all that 1 could here
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set down. [ shall therefore only speak of some matters which re.
late in a peculiar manner to the institutions of the Bélinese on Lom.
buk.

Four eastes are known on Lombok, Brahmans, Shatrias, Wag.
yas and Sudras. The first are divided into Idas or priests, who per-
form the public services, and f[rewas or descendants of priests, who
de not perform any service. The first idd on Lombok is called Pe-
danda. The gustiz are of the Shatria easte. To the third caste,
that of the Wasiyas, belong the traders, the makers of wespons, and
the goldsmiths {or fukdng pindi.) These two castes (shatrins and
wasiyas) begin to mingle s0 much on Lombok that scarcely any dis-
tinction is now made betwecen them. This perbaps arises in part
from the R4jd’s being, like those of Karang Assem and Baleliog
(in B4li), of the race of the Wasiya caste. The cultivators, slaves ke,
form the caste of Sudras. 'This ecaste is less numerous on Lombok
than elsewhere, a circumstance which the history of the government
of Lombok readily explains.

The castes mny not intermix, with the sbove mentioned exoeption.
The young Réjd of Mataran:, for example, would marry & danghter
of the first dewa, Dewa Apum, To enable this marriage to be of-
fected it was necessary for the Dewa Anum to repmounce his daugh-
ter, and deive her from his house, proclaiming that she was a wicked
daughter. Not till then could the R4ji unite himself to Ler. She
now acquired all ¢he honours due to the wife of & king, but she hal
lost all the rights apd honours of & danghter of a dewa.

The Balinese of Lombok burn their dead- This is accompanied
by very many ceremonies, which cost incredible suvos of money. The
poor, for this reason, often bury their dead, but always so that they
can recover the bones should it ever happen that they can gathes
together enough of money to meet the expences of a cremation.
‘The rich after death are embalmed, because months and even years
often elapse before they are Lhurmed.

On Lombok wives may suffer t)omselves to be burned aftor the
death of their husbands. They are not compelled to it. Such aa
event very seldom ovcurs, and during oy stay there was oply a sia-
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gle widow who aliowed herself to be krised, They have the choice
of allowing themeelves to be.burned, or krised. The first is the most
rare. 'The wivea of the Réjhs however must suffer themaelves to be
burned. When 2 R4j4 dies some women are alwaye burned, even
should they be but elaves. The wives of the priests never kill them-
selves, Hiving been present at one of theso harrible spectacles I
relate how it was condueted,

The gusti, who died at Ampanan, left three wives. One of them
woald let herself be krised for his honor, and that agsinst the will of
all ¢n both mdes of her family. The womaa was still young and
beagtiful ; she hiad no children. They said to me that a woman who, _f
under such cireumstances, suffered herself to be killed bad indeed
lored her hushand.  She intended to accompany him on his long
journey to the gods, and she hoped to be his favorits in the other
world.

The day after the death of the gnsti his wife took many bathe;
she was ciothed in the richest manner ; she passed the day with Ler
rejatives and friends, in eating, drinking, chéwing of sirih and pray.
ing. About the middle of the space before the house they had erect-
ed two seaffoldings or platforms of bambu of the length of a man,
and three feet above the ground. Under these they had dag a small
pit to receive the water and the blood that should flow. In s amall
house at ome side and opposite these frame works were two others
eitirely similar. This house was immediately behind the bali balf,

At four o’clock in the afternoon men brought out the body of the
gusti wrapped in fine linen, and placed it on the ieft of the two cen-
traf platforms. A priest of Mataram removed the cloth from the body
while young persons hastened to cover the private parts of the dead
with their hands, ‘They threw much water over the corpse, washed
it, combed the hair, and covered the whole body with chfmpak and
kinkngt flowers. They then brought a white net. The prisst took
1 silver cup filled with holy water (called chor) on which he strew-
¢d fowers. He first sprinkled the decessed with this water, and
then poured it through the net on his body which he blessed, praye
ing, sieging, and making various mystical and symbolical raotions,
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He sfterwards powdered it with flour of coloured rice and chopped
flowers, and placed it on dry mats.

Women brought out the wife of the gusti with her arms £romed.
She was clothed with a piece of white linen only. Her hair was
crowned with flowers of the Chrysanthenium Indicum. She was quiet,
and hetrayed neither fear nor regret. She placed hersélf standing
before the body of her husband, raised her arms on high, and made
a prayer in silence. Women approached her and presented to bher
smali bouquets of kembang spatu, and other flowers. She took
them one by one and placed them between the fingers of her hands
raised above her head. On this the women took them away md
dried them. On receiving and giving back each bouquet the wife of
the gustt turned a little to the right, so that when she had received
tie whole she had tursed quite round. Bhe prayed anew in si-
lence, went to the eorpse of her husband, kissed it on the head, the
breast, below the navel, the kpees, the feet, and returned to her
place. They took off her rings. - She crossed her arms on her
breast. Two women took her by the arme. Her brother (this time
a brother by adoption) placed himself before her, and asiced her with
a soft voice if she was determined to die, and when she gave.a sign
of assent with her head, he asked her forgivenass for being obliged
to kill her. At once he seized his kris and stabbed her on the ki
side of the breast, but not deeply, so that she remained standing.
He then threw his kris down and ran of. A map of consideration
approached her, and buried his kris to the hilt in the breast of the
unfortunate woman, who sunk down at once without emittiﬁg a oI
The women placed ber on a mat, and sought, by rolling and pres-
sure, to cause the blood to flow as quickiy as possible. The vic-
tim beiny pot yet dead, she was stabbed again with a kris between
the shoulders. They then laid ber on the second platform nesr her
husband. The same ceremonies that had taken place for hLim wnow
began for the wife. Whan all was ended, both hodies were covered
with resin and cosmetic stufls, enveloped in white linen, mnd placed
In the small side house ou the platforms. There they remain untl
the time is come when they are burned together.
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It is always » near relation who gives the first wound with the
kris, bat never father or son. Sometimes dreadful spectacles ocenr
such was ope at which Mr. K. was present. The womap had re-
ccived eipht kris stabs, and was yet quite gensible. At Iast she
sireamed out, driven by the dreadful pain, * cruel wretches, are you
ot able to give me a stab that will kili me I” A gusti, who stood
behind her, on this plerced her through and through with hia kris.

The native spectators, whom 1 had around me, saw in this staugh.
ter which took plaee before cur eyes, nothing shoeking, They laugh.
ed and talked as if it was nothing. The man who had given the
three lust stabs wiped his kris, and restored it to its place, in az cold
booded a manner as a butcher would have done after. slaughtering
an animal. .

Only the wives of the more conziderable personages of the land
allow themselves to be buamed, because this is attended with much
more expence than krising, They then make a very high platiorm
of bamba. The woman nscends niter many ceremonies, and when
the Gre is at its greatest heat. She then springe from above into the _
middle of the flames. Mr K. thinks that they do uot suffer much
bectuse dnring the springing they are stified ; and at all events the
fire, strengthened by fragrant resins, is so fierce that death must
speedily follow,

[ have already said that the Bélinese are very tolerant. They
linder neither Mahomedans, nor Chinese nor Europeans in the cul.
tination of their respective religions. The Rijd of Mataram only
has sent away the English Migsionaries, who wished to estsblish
themselves on the island. 'This he has probably done at the insti-
fation of Christians themselves as 1 have been told.

While I was on Lombok they were making every preparation for a
great feast, ‘This feast called “ Karin Dewa Yagna” is given in hon-
our of al{ the gods at very irregular intervals,—for example, once in
20, or 50, or B0 years. The Idas determine the period of the feaat.
The preparations were indeed uncommon for such a emall country as
Lombok, 'Thefeast must last 49 days, of which the last 15 are the
great feast-days. Unfortunately I was not able to remain, but was
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obliged to depart two days before the festival properly so called. They
built an entively new city where the great ceremoniea were to be per-
formed. 'The RAjds, gustis, idas &c., had each their house thae,
They made images of ali kinds and sizes, in pasteboard and wood. Oa
the last day of the feast they bring them in grand procession to the s
‘shore, ard cast them into the xea under 2 salute of cannons and -
keta and the noise of a hellish music. Every one receives and bes-
tows presents, and above all the priests. They do nothing bot daace,
eat, drink snd look at the wayongs. The Rijés had forbidie
any cattle, ponitey or other amimzls to be sold to the shipping frea
the fear that during the feast want might be felt. Mr. K. told me
that the feast would cost the R4jfis more than 150,000 floring, and
that they would consume more than 30 piculs of gunpowder for
the salutes during the processions. The number of animals that
would require to be slsughtered to serve as offerings, and afterwards
as food for the priests and the assistants, is almost incredible. The
first offering of all is the rhinoceros which the R&j& had recen-
ed from the Government. ‘This animal was killed the day after its
arrival. They may not at these celebrations make any use of offer-
ings of the flesh of an animal that has died a natural death. And
becsuse the first rhinoeeros which was sent died goon after his ami.
val, the second one was killed immediately, lest the same event should
recar. When the feast is ended they burn the towe, which is cnly
built for it,
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