in London, followed in 1824 by the
second part. Burchell saw his first
White Rhinoceros on 16 October
1812 at Heuning Vlei near the
Makuba Range, about 120 km north
of the city of Kuruman. He made sev-
eral drawings on the spot. One of
these sketches he sent with a letter
describing this new variety to scien-
tists in Paris, who reproduced his let-
ter (in French) as well as the
engraved sketch. There is no doubt
that Burchell saw the white rhinocer-
os, clearly shown by the broad upper
lip, which gave it its name.

As soon as this collection is arranged
in the museum premises, it will be
made accessible to the public.
However, if you have any books on
the rhinoceros or elephant or wildlife
in general, sitting unread and maybe
unwanted on your beokshelf, the

. Museum will be most happy with your
. donation of these. Call us for further
* information. All donations will be
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acknowledged.

Waterberg
biosphere

reserve

by Clive Walker

On 16 June 1998, Mr Clive
H. Walker, Chairman of

| AROA delivered a paper on
4 the subject of a Biosphere
Reserve, to a group of
intemational students at the
SYMCO Conference held at

Faculty.
The area of the Waterberg

Rhino museum
update

In the last issue of Rhino Watch, we
highlighted the Rhino Museum, to be
established in the Waterberg Moun-
tains of Northem Province. This is a

‘m« major project under the auspices of
-- the Rhino & Elephant Foundation, led

by Mr Clive Walker.

The renovations of the old school
buildings are now entering into their
last phases and we expect to open
within a few months: watch this space
for further information! While the
Museum itself will highlight aspects of
environmental education, there will
also be a research library with litera-
ture on the rhinoceros, the elephant
and the natural history of the
Northem Province. )

Dr Kees Rookmaaker, the Curator
of the Museum, has brought with him
from Holland his own personal library
of rhinoceros literature, already num-
bering over five thousand references
to books and papers dealing with the
rhinoceros in all its many facets, bio-
legical and cultural, ranging in date
from Roman times to the most recent.
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Mountains in the Northern
Province was a largely unknown des-
tination until recent years, despite the
fact that it is only a few hours drive
from the major urban centres of
Pretoria and Johannesburg, and a
region of spectacular mountainous
scenery and diverse nature. From
about 1980, however, many private
game reserves and tourist destina-
tions began to develop.

The concept of a Biosphere
Reserve was established in 1957 by
UNESCO, which stipulated that any
such reserve should consist of
(1) a Central Area with minimal or no
human interference,

(2) a Buffer Zone, in which there
could be sustainable use of land,
such as tourism, hunting, environ-
mental education, and

(3) a Transition Zone, where farmers

and communities could be located.

The Waterberg Mountains can sat-

 isfy all of these criteria. The role of

the government is facilitatory and
advisory only. The Biosphere
Reserve will not only enhance the
value of the land in the Waterberg,
but it will also provide assistance to
the peoples of the region, not least in
the form of job creation, thus ensur-

- ing the survival of one of South

Bewaring deur Benutting

the Onderstepoort Veterinary

, Africa’s most unique areas.

Safety at

‘Shamwari

Dr Johan Joubert, Committee
Member of AROA, sends us the fol-
lowing comments about safety proce-
dures adopted at the Shamwari

- Game Reserve in the Eastem Cape:

Populations of both black and white
rhinos have been introduced at

- Shamwari over the past five years.
They were subsequently released
into the Reserve after an adaptation
period in bomas, and have since not
only adapted well to the environment,
but their reproduction has exceeded

- all expectations.

The reserve is employing a special

" anti-poaching unit led by Ryan

Adcock, an ex-SADP officer. The unit

- members have received special train-

ing in anti poaching techniques and

they are well-equipped with semi-

automatic rifles, a radio system with

. private channels and a four wheel

. drive vehicle. Patrols are also carried

- out on foot and on horseback. Every

: rhino in the reserve has its own file
with photographs for positive identifi-
cation. Every rhino sighting, also by

- other personnel, is recorded. If a spe-

¢ cific thinoceros has not been seen for

- some time, the anti-poaching unit will

. search for it until it is found.

Rhino as

t

‘watchdog
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A local newspaper reported that one
| moming before dawn, in the Zoo of

| Cali, Columbia, a man who had man-
i aged to evade security had been

{ gored and sat on by a rhinoceros,

* which had resulted in his untimely
death. On enquiry at the zoo, their
response had been that they did in
fact have a single specimen of white
rhinoceros on exhibit. On the eve of
the incident, as was customary, the
park had been locked up, however,
the following moming they had dis-
covered the clothes and remains of a
60-year old man, who had presum-
ably been trampled to death by the
rhinoceros. Maybe the animal had
been frightened by his unexpected
night caller?
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