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an Diggs of African Wildlife
Sundation (1717 Massachusetts
aue, NW, Washington, DC
6)-sent me the following article:

CONSERVATION HOTLINE
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Wildlife personnel in Assam must be congratulated on their efforts to curb rhino poaching. Out of Assam’s rhino
ulation of about 1300, an average of 57 were killed annually from about 1982 to 1986. In 1987, however, only 41
were poached. In Kaziranga National Park where about 1100 Indian rhinos live (over 80% of the world’s total
lation), only 24 were poached in 1987 as opposed to 41 the previous year. This encouraging decline in poaching
ue partly to efforts of dedicated managerial staff over the past few years. It is also due to a scheme set up by the
tral Government of India in April, 1986 to assist Assam in allocating 50 million rupees for rhino
nservation over a period of several years. This money is being used for arms, road, bridges, vehicles,
dlife equipment and construction of anti-poaching camps, as well as recurrent expenditures.

 future of Assam’s rhinos looked promising until the 1988 monsoon, which flooded 70-
%;__:of the park caused the death of at least 38 rhinos, including 23 calves. To avoid future
atastrophes, it has been proposed that the road that runs through the center of Kaziranga be
dened and raised. Also planned is an all-out effort to acquire some high land and strengthen
rescue and relief operations in order to help distressed animals.

J.\* Inot easy to assess the damage done during the 1988 floods but there is no question that they
e presented a clear and present danger to the Indian rhino species. [P.S. 1 havea video about Kaziranga which I
uld be happy to copy for anyone providing a blank VHS video and about 70¢ return postage]




