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illegal ivory road to China

— and vanishing elephants

WAI!{A devotes much of this
S last issue of 2011 to ivory

poaﬁl:hing because the exception
of illegal slaughter in recent years is
fast becoming a rform and threatens
an iconic s;pecies ith near extinction,
especially in Southeast Asia, West and
Central Africa.

Itis imi)ortan in 21st century
conservation to hp able to add facts
and figur s to an rgumient encased in
emotion, H'angin '\ from indifference to
outrage. We are ihdebted to Esmond
Martin and LucyVigne, long-time
co[]aboratll)rs with SWARA, for their
contributi:ons to this issue, both in
inspiration and viords on the page.
Suppor:ted by the Elephant

Family, The Aspifall Foundation and
Co]umbus: Zoo and Aquarium, the two
have procl:uced a feport which shows
that the highway|upon which illegal

ivory travels lea 5 to China, something

Martin exl':']aine in SWARA 2009:03.
It's not new information. We all knew
it. But in this issu
to support the ar Luments to stop this
illegal trade.

The Ivory Dynasty: A Report On
The Soaring Demjand For Elephant
And Mamlmoth b Lory In Southern
China is an unenjotional 22-page
document|that byilds on Martin’s and
Vigne's earlier wdrk.

Its main findiggs will surprise few,
but it doed add sdme alarming figures

to consew]ation conjecture. It is also

the first survey of|Chinese ivory factory

[ . .
owners and retail|traders since the

2008 CITI:ZS-bac] ed sale of ivory to
China. It s:ays:

» There iis evidence of widespread
illegal ivory sales, soaring demand

and poor law anorcement.
!
+ China’s systen] of paper permits on
legal ivé)ry is widely abused.

» Between Guarjgzhou and Fuzhou,
|

www.eawildlife.crg

e we provide the data

119 outlets were seen to be selling
elephant ivory.

Almost two thirds (63%) of all of the
ivory items for sale had no proper
1D card or none was available.

There were few reports of checks or
confiscations by Chinese authorities
of ifllegal tvory items in the shops.

Hidden ivory items were found
along with illegal ivory objects
from endangered and poached Thai
elephants.

Consumer appetite for ivory in
China is soaring. A total of 6,437
elephant ivory items were counted
in Guangzhou, which represents

a 50% increase since Martin’s last
survey in 2004.

Demand for legat snammoth ivory
has shot up by 100% in the same
city, bringing the total mammoth
and elephant ivory count to almost
13,000 pieces.

Government-owned tusks sell for
$455/kg on average, whilst privately
owned raw ivory is fetching $750/
kg at the factory level. Good quality
mammoth tiusks are meanwhile
fetching $400/kg wholesale.

The Iegal sale of mammoth ivory in
China is compounding the risk of
illegal elephant ivory being passed
off as legal mammoth ivory.

Martin and Vigne conclude:“It

is shocking that the retail ivory
trade is not better controlled in
southern China. China continues
to be the largest importer of illegal
ivory in the world, mostly from
Africa, but also from endangered
Asian elephants, Inspections of
shops would not take much meney

s B
. ' Lamra iDI.I\-!EAY!UN = 7

nor manpower in southern China
and would cut down this illegal
trade significantly if carried out
effectively. Such law enforcement is
urgent to reduce elephant poaching,

International understanding of
the ivory market has been hampered
by some erroneous figures, as Stiles,
Martin and Vigne write. Stiles, a
consultant of the IUCN African
Elephant Specialist Group, also
contributes his thoughts on the much-
photographed tusk-burning in Kenya.

In addition, there are articles on
poaching oun the Congo basin, South
Africa and Kenya, which help map the
extent of the problem. In the spirit of
SWARA being “a forum for informed
debate,” as its charter states, we are
also running Felix Patton’s articles on
Traditional Chinese Medicine and on
two contrasting lodge styles, and their
effect on conservation.®

AJH
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Exaggerated ivory prices
can be harmful to Elephants

by Dan Stiles, Esmond Martin and Lucy Vigne

e TRAFFIC press release on

T}tile report into Vietnamn’s ivory

market® unleashed a wave of
misinformation that bas been quoted
in countless places (see box for a small
sample). Unfortunately, the press
release was never shown to the report's
author before publication; otherwise the
prices that led to the misinterpretation
would not have been released in that
way.

High wholesale prices of over
$1,000/kg for raw ivory only cecur
in Asia for very large tusks, tusk tips,
or when tusks are in unusually short
supply, and must not be taken out of
context and quoted as the norm. The
$1,500/kg was a claim made in an
expensive tourist boutique about Asian
tusks imported to Vietnam from Laos,
and the higher $1,863/kg was a retail
price in an antique shop for a 200g
polished tusk tip cut from a captive
Asian elephant.

The report pointed out that no
AfTican raw ivery was seen during the
survey in Vietnam and that raw ivory
was very scarce at the time, which
resulted in wholesale prices of Asian
raw ivory in the eountry being probably
the highest in the world. The prices
certainly did not refer to African raw
ivory, nor were they indicative of prices
elsewhere in Asia. As for the tusk tips,
these were retail prices, not wholesale,
and tusk tips are not representative of
average raw ivory prices. The report’s
author acknowledges here that he

1Stiles, D, (2608). An assessment of the (llegal ivory trade in Vi

‘An assessment of the illegal ivory trade in Vietnam said Vietnamese illegal ivory
prices could be the highest in the world, with reports of tusks selling for up to
$1,500/kg and small, cut pieces selling for up to $1,863/kg.' TRAFFIC press

release, February 16, 2009.

‘TRAFFIC says that tusks can sell for as much as $1,500 (£1,000) a kile in
Vietnam and small pieces of worked ivory for more than $1,800 a kilo” BBC

Wildlife, April, 2009.

*The price of illegal ivory is, 2ccording to TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade monitoring
organization, a staggering $1,500 a kilo." Born Free press release, 15 April, 2009,

'Demand ... drove the wholesale price for high-quality ivory from $200 per
kilogram in 2004 to $850 per kilogram by 2007. The price doubled again by 2009
[$1,700/kg].' Sarn Wasser, et al., Scientific American, July, 2009.

*Although it is difficult to price ivory exactly recent reports indicate that it can be
sold in China for as much as $1,700/kg.' International Fund for Animal Welfare

press release, 17 March, 2011.

should have explained the prices in
more detail in the Vietnam report.
AJater TRAFFIC survey in Thailand
found no large tusks on the market,
only smaller tusks. The report said:
“Small tusks less than five kg cost from
$286-429/kg in early 2008, Why
is it that these lower correct prices
were not quoted by NGOs, scientists
or the media? The answer is that only
exceptionally high prices are selected
by those wishing to draw attention
to elephant poaching in order to gain
more publicity. Unfortunately, inflated
prices may have the apposite effect by
tempting more poachers and traders
into the ivory business.

TRAFFIC Souit Asia,

Again, in the August 2011 edition
of Vanity Fair, which has a huge
global circulation, the editor of Alex
Shoumatoff's article stated that raw
ivory in southern China at the factory
level was said to fetch $700 a pound,
which is $1,540/kg. This figure came
from an indirect source, not from
factory staff, and is more than double
the price ivory traders and ivory factory
managers state they have actually been
paying in southern China, according ta
a survey conducted by Martin and Vigne
in January 2011.2

The CITES Secretariat has also been
concerned about inaccurate high prices
being quoted in publications. In August

n China.

*niles, I {2o00). The elephant ond ivory trade in Thailand. TRAFFIC South Asia,
*Martin, E. and ¥igae, L. (2on). The ivory dynasty: A report on the soaring d d for elephant and h fvory in South
Elephant Family, The Aspinall Foundation and Cr! Zoo and Aquarium.

18 SWARA OCTOBER - DECEMEBER 2011

www.eawildlife.org



CONSERVATION

|

The CITES $ ecretariat has
also been concerned about

inaccurate high prices being
quoted in ppiblications. In
August 2011, it said: “The

Secretariatif as consistently,
over a long period of years,
warned aga{' nst quoting

to be grossly-

what appe

wr.rw.eav.'i.'dﬁfeiorg

This is the famous Paxin ivory display room at their ivory factory in Guangzhou.

2011, it said: “The Secretariat has
consistently, over a long period of years,
warned against quoting what appear to
be grossly-inflated figures (and many in
the NGO community agree that they do
not actually reflect what is commonly
paid in the black market), as this must
inevitably help prompt speculative
poaching”.

There has indeed been an increase
in prices for raw ivory in the last
few years in Asia and this suggests
growing demand, particularly in China.
Factors causing this include increasing
prosperity, fashion, competition,
perceptions of future value, etc. The
rising prices are also due to factors
affecting supply, such as government
seizures and associated risks including
bribes and concealed shipping. Because
price is such an important indicator of
demand and market trends, we would
recommend that a thorough study
from direct sources {poachers, traders,
factory managers and carvers) be

PHOTO 8Y: LUCY VICNE

conducted to investigate price trends,
both in Asia and Africa.

There are methodological difficulties
in collecting accurate raw ivory prices,
Some investigators pose as ivory buyers,
or as agents of other dealers, or less
commonly say that they have tusks to
sell. Sometimes investigators say they
are simply collecting information for
personal research on this traditional
art form or perhaps for a book,
stressing that they have no connection
with government or law enforecement
agencies. The 'buying’ ploy will produce
more cooperation from the informant
as there is a financial interest. If the
researcher' hat is worn, the informant
will sometimes expect to be paid.

Problems that present themselves in
collecting ivory price data include:

(1) Trust - the infermant must believe
that you are who you say you are,
and are not associated with law
enforcement or other threats.

SWARA OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2011 19
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TOP. The middleman in a Vietnamese village near Hanoi wanted USS 870/kg for the 3 kg tusk said 1o be from Laos.
INSERT: These tiny tusk tips were selling in Viet Nam for the eguivalent of more than USS 1,600/kg each. The prices were starting
prices in a retail shop and were not representative of raw ivory prices.

{2} Knowledge - the informant

should have accurate information
on current market prices, It is
common to receive a great range of
prices from informants, partly due
to limited informant knowledge.
Variability - there might actually
be great variability in prices, as a
result of variable sources of ivory
and compartmentalised supply
chains. This occurs particularly
with an illegal commodity in which
co-conspirators maintain seerecy.
Truthfulness — the informant
should reveal actual prices
eventually. There is always a
degree of negotiation in any

(3)

(4)

20 SWARA OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2011

business transaction. Thus, if the
investigator is posing as a potential
buyer, the first asking price will
often be inflated. If the investigator
is wearing the researcher hat, in
which no negotiation takes place,
s/he should assess the person's
truthfulness through conversation
and repeat questioning. It helps if
the investigator is experienced and
has knowledge of what reasonable
prices to expect, though s/he
should keep an open mind.

Collecting, analysing and reporting
prices of a commodity such as vaw
elephant ivory, which is usually illegal,

pose other problems. The first factor
to note is where in the commodity
chain the price is collected. This is
almost never specified in NGO and
press reports. An individual tusk has
many prices as it travels from the
poacher, through middlemen and
possibly through varicus countries, to
workshops. The geographical location
of the tusk as it moves along the chain
influences the price as it is subject to
transport and handling costs.

A second factor is the size of the tusk,
again rarely specified in NGO and press
reports. In general, the Jarger the tusk,
the higher the price per kg. We would
recommend four categories: small (< 5

ww.eawildlife.org
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* Table 1. Recen[ﬂwholesa]e average raw ivory prices in Africa in US dollars

-

Location I Year Level Average of o-5kg | 5-10 kg [10-20 kg
all sizes

CENTRAL AFRICA
Cameroon, SE 2010 Poacher 33 26 26 40
Congo, north 2010 Poacher 21 12 20 31
DRC, NE 2010 Poacher 34 16 29 56
Cameroon, Yaounde 2010 Middleman 41 33 40 50
DRC, K'isanglini 2010 Middleman 97 50 90 150
EASTERN AKRICA
Kenya, ;northlf 2008 Poacher 33 - - -
I(erly'a,.soutl'lL 2009 Poacher 38 - - _
Kenya, SE3 2010 Poacher 43 - - -
Kenya, SE? 2011 Poacher 67 - - -
Tanzania, ndrth? 2009 Poacher 63 - - -
Ethiopia, Ad{lis Ababa* 2009 Workshop 81 81

Table 2. Recent‘ wholesale average raw ivory prices in Asia in US dollars
Location | Year Level Average of o-5kg | 5-10 kg |10-20 kg

I all sizes

China, south} 2010 Workshop - 750 900 -
Japan® ' 2009 Middleman - 278 333 -
Philippines” | 2009 Workshop 320 - - .
Philippines’ | 2010 Workshop 446 272 409 625
Thailand® | 2008 Workshop - 358 - -
Vietnam? 2008 Workshep 791 791 - -

N.B:The prices zll averages for each weight class; the actual price for an individual tusk could be somewhat more

or less than what ‘: indicated in the tables.

Sources for tahles

1. Stiles, D. {201: ). The Elephant Meat Trade in Central Africa: Summary Report. Occasional Paper 45, IUCN,

2. Martin, E. (2¢09). China’s growing ivory demand kills more elephants. Swara 32 (3): 36-38.

3. Information ffom captured poachers in Tsavo area to E. Martin.

4. Martin, E. and Vigne, L. (2010). The status of the retail ivory trade in Addis Ababa in 2009, TRAFFIC Bulletin

22 (3): 141-14p.
5. Vigne, L. and Martin. E. (2011). Consumption of elephant and mammoth ivory increases in southern China.

Pachyderm 4

6. Vigne, L. and|

w

|
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Information fj
Stiles, D. {20

: 79-8g.
artin, E. (2010). Consumer demand for ivory in Japan declines. Pachyderm 47: 45-54.
om craftsmen and retailers in Manila to E. Martin.
9). The elephant and ivory trade in Thailand. TRAFFIC Southeast Asia. All prices are from Asian

ivory. No pieces larger than 5 kg were found.
Stiles, D. (20448). An assessment of the illegal ivory trade in Vietnam. TRAFFIC Southeast Asia. All prices are
from Asian iveJry. No pieces larger than 5 kg were found.

SWARA QCTOBER - DECEMBER 2011 21




CONSERVATION

Aslan bulis can have large tusks, like this tusker in northern Thailard. These tusks would be worth up
to $40,000 sold to a Chinese ivory factory.

kg); medium (5-1a kg); large (10-
20 kg); and very large (> 20 kg).

The third factor is ivary quality.
A tusk free of cracks, blemishes
and signs of weathering or
decomposition is worth much more
than a flawed tusk. If the tusk is cut
into pieces, the tip and solid centre
are more valuable than the hollow
end-section. There are other factors
that can influence prices, but these
three main ones account for about
90% of the variation.

The best that an investigator
can do is to record and report
accurately the prices gathered
from informants, taking into
consideration the above factors. We
would like to take this opportunity
to present some raw ivory prices
that we have collected from direct
sources in the field in Africa and
Asia from 2008 to 2011 (See
tables).

The average of seven prices for
small ivory in Vietnam is $791/kg
with the two tusk tips removed (as
they were not wholesale prices),
which fits with prices in southern
China. One can see that there is an
extremely large differential between
prices in Africa and those in eastern
Asia - the result, most likely, of a
combination of supply shortages
and transport expenses and risk
factorsin Asia.

We would urge those who are
dedicated to reducing the scourge
of elephant poaching to collect
and report accurate data on
ivory trafficking. With good data,
scientifically informed policy can
be formulated to achieve elephant
conservation.©
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