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Title: Jamrach’s
Anonymous

[In stables at Jamrach’s on 12 St George’s East]

In a sort of exaggerated pif-pen was a double-horned rhinoceros sleeping tranquilly,
and refusing to listen to the voice of the charmer, though he charmed him wisely to
get up by kicking him in the eye. But then the rhinoceros is notoriously thick-skinned.
Noticing that the huge beast was only kept in by a thin wooden bolt in a rickety
wooden gate, we asked if he were tame and quiet. “Yes, pretty quiet” replied the
attendant decidedly qualifying the adjective “pretty quiet for what he is. If he gets a
bit wild, you have to look out, you know.” And we did look out, but we were
dismayed to find out that there was little opportunity for hurrying in an opposite
direction, where we felt certain we should have had urgent business, had the two-
horned sleeper shown any signs of “getting a bit wild.”
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the diﬂ&.t
the spedics are no more than could be
‘} fqr by normal variation. The
tcles that is acceptable, capensis
2, s slighll'y smaller than the
1t jrace and is also darker, with
more nifrhw and irregular barring on the
dthers (Chapin 1932).
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DISTREBUTION AND POPULATION

The Eurgsian Bittern breeds in Algeria and
over much of central and southern Europe

ith Spain and northwest England
st through central Asia 10 the
‘{dkean, reaching north 10 beyond
i Siberia. In Africa it breeds in
isolatedi_pockets in the southeast, from
southerfii Tanzania and Zambia to the

B, . . N N
Cape, ’6%51 1Its exact distribution in that

contineaelis very poorly known.
The | Subspecies capensis is confined to
the southern African part of the range, the

remaindtt of the range being occupied by

the nog Hlate race stellaris. R
Foripigyly widespread and abundant, the

Eurasiafif Bittern has suffered .a_ steady

decliné 3in numbers, Jparticujarly, in
Européifince the 19th century. The major
causes:&ppear to be habitat. lp,sé,‘ mainly
througiidrainage, and human persecution.

countries this: trend has .been
protection measures, a‘nc)l{.i,t‘l-
ve been noted recently in some,

areas. & 1976 a census reyvealed a popula-
tion ingurope, excluding the USSR, of
2,500-2800 breeding,, pairs; in that year
(Day [981). ngere wjnterg,(howgwr,_:?\l@,

since figse individuals that,are forced o
migrafuimay not survive, In;the Norfo\l\k
Broad§gn England,pmglhble“;aqspcs Jof

$re thought to,be habitat deferioga:,

ences between them and others of

e viable breedmg“po ,Pl%‘.!‘?.‘?’m

post-otecding aspersal ol immatures, In
arcas such as England and the Nether-
lands, where the population is largely
sedentary except in prolonged hard weath-
er, this dispersal may be the principal
mechanism whereby untenanied sites be-
come occupied or re-occupied. On the
other hand, many of these dispersing
individuals may not survive in hard win.
ters.

The Eurasian populations are partially

migratory, remaining in the breeding areas
where the water does not freeze. In areas
subject to hard winters, migration takes
place. Western Palearctic individuals may
travel across the Sahara, where they winter
in Africa as far south as northeastern Zaire
(Moreau 1972) and possibly to the Cape
(Clancey 1965). Central and Eastern
Palearctic populations move south 1o the
northern half of the Indian subcontinent,
Burma and throughout central China to
the Chinese coastlands. Climatic variations
in these areas cause widespread dispersal,
and in very cold spells the bitiecrns move as
far south as Indo-China.
.. The African race capensis is mainly
sedentary. Some movements take place,
mainly to the southwest, and these are
goyerned principally by rainfall.-

’
HABITAT ‘

Densely’ vegetated wetlands with tall
growth and extensive beds of ‘Phragmites
are the favoured' habitat ‘of this bittern.

|
b

allow $tanding water of a stable level. In

. flungary, however, many- Eutasian Bit-

t\g;'ns lbrged. in"pure ‘stands lof’ Scirpus (J -

4 Yilsori in "ixtt.).“iln very cold Wbathei'“ the

fecies may, occyr anywhere' fiedr runhing:
Water, or fresh water, " ificluding small -

s

l;fg} A

. Bt

?pdls,‘ ravel pits and even i quite open 1.
A

Usually thése habitats have large areas of Lo

tion B2Ad increased ]qis\tmpaqgi,ﬁ“t}m‘ uations. Brackish water is tolerated.
principflly pollution,..(Day &.. s,

1978)4n Alrica recordsof capensts, are. . BEHAVIQUR *

spars, flespecially in, fegent, yers.,. The, . Flying ‘Thé ﬂig&ht is markedly owl-like,
reasoriggfor this would seem to be the  with the neéék'telracted and'the legsrailing' -
contiriifng loss of wetland habitats. behind. When the bittern first takes flight
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I- ]Rangc
Breeding arcas
-= Direction of migration

% Casual occurrences !

the neck is extended, and over vhort  and bisdsz ..
distances it may remain so. o -
Feeding The Eurasian Bittern is a solifary | g
feeder. Although often reported 1o, be}y%
mainly crepuscular, or even nocturgil, ﬁ i
most hunting in fact takes place duriqg?)b{ 105
daytime. In Lancashire, England, i/, !
doubtful if much feeding occurs at nij
-all (J Wilson in liet.). '
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Large areas are covered in thes RA} is herghde .b' its boo ‘i‘g Adver-
food. The main method ofYh i '“"@aw-f@hanag 3 Arom d reed or

-if) the season

le,{ but'even i the
gary/March. Boom. -
4o e ngrmal in

- Walking Slowly, with great \t§iai;
_.;often with intervals of Standing#
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: species (s, also capable of T

across,open spaces and ajg%‘"‘
©.a¢rass ,open water be[;\}gth’,ﬁu/:c
cover. In thick reeds it mioveE g
ing over the stems, but y
reeds and sometimes sji
sunning itself. :
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