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Dear school children,

This booklet is about the last Vietnamese rhinos in the world. Cat Tien National Park would like
you to know about these rhinos. Hopefully the things you learn from this book will help you to
understand more about the status of these animals and will result in you helping to protect the
park. With support of all people living in and around the park it must be possible that the rhinos
and other animals will be happy and able to live here, now and in the future.

You know, these days it is very difficult for rhinos to find enough food, to have enough space and
to feel secure. The park was established to help the rhinos and other animals and plants to survive
in the area. Government and several projects are working together in conservation activities in the
park. One important role the people working in the park play, is to make sure the forest and
wetlands, in which many animals live, are not taken away by people. Therefore the forest guards
stop people who do not follow the park rules. The park staff is involved in research as well, just
to find out more about the park’s beautiful vegetation and interesting wildlife. All this work is
important and necessary because rhinos and other wildlife need a place to live. The more we know
about the wildlife and the natural area where they live, the better. If we understand the animals
and the way they live, we can also work on protection and maintenance of their home, the park.
It is important that the area where they live is safe, clean, quiet, and has enough space and food
for all of them. Therefore destruction of the park’s environment is not allowed. It means that the
soils, the waters and the air should not be polluted. And it also means that vegetation, the trees
and plants, and wildlife should not be removed, as they all need each other.

The natural environment in Cat Tien National Park is one of the few places in Vietnam where
wildlife so far managed to survive. This park is the only place left in the world where this type of
rhino lives. And even here it is extremely difficult for the rhinos to survive, as there are many
people who live in or around the park, who have destroyed big parts of the home of the rhinos and
other wildlife. In many other areas in our country, many species of plants and animals disappeared
completely, because people took over. We don’t want that to happen here. We want this park to
be a safe place, especially for the last Vietnamese rhinos. If protection fails or if these animals
don’t have enough space, a disaster will happen: the Vietnamese rhino will be extinct in a few years
from now. We don’t want that. We want them to survive and we even would like to see that new
rhinos are born.

Let us all work together to make sure the Vietnamese rhino can stay here forever. If we are .
successful, Vietnam can be proud, as it is a very difficult job to be a good host for the last
Vietnamese rhinos in the world. To be successful, your support is needed!

Please, do all you can to help the park to protect the animals and their home!

Tran Van Mui,
Director Cat Tien National Park.
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Dear young reader,

Please, write your name and address here:

.................................................
.................................................
.................................................

.................................................

This book is for you!
It is a present from the Cat Tien National Park Conservation Project.
Designed and written by Ina Becker.
Trung Dung made the drawings.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service* paid for it.

This book will help you to learn about rhinos and their environment,
- and you will get to know one of the last Vietnamese rhinos!

If you see this * behind a word, it means that you can find some explanation
in the chapter “the meaning of some important words”.




Nowadays, there are only very few Vietnamese rhinos left in the world. The only place where they
are still living, is Cat Tien National Park. So far there are no clear signs that there are more
Vietnamese rhinos left in other places.

Based on information obtained by research done in the park, people believe that there are only a
few of them around, at least 4 rhinos and maximum 7. This means that the Vietnamese rhino is
about to extinct*. Many people in the world are afraid that soon there will be no rhinos any more.
They become very sad when they imagine that there are no Vietnamese rhinos alive in the world.
They don’t want this animal to extinct, they want the rhino to livel They want these rhinos to
survive*! Therefore these people want to help to secure a place to live for these rhinos. What
about you?

To survive, these rhinos need protection®. And to protect them, support of people living in and
around the park is helpful and very important. People like you, could play a role in the protection
activities that are now mainly carried out by the park staff. '

Don't you think it is very special that you are living so close to these endangered™ animals?

Cat Tien National Park is special. Not only because it is the home of the last Vietnamese rhinos,
but also because many other animals live in the area. Actually, the park is a real good place to live,
for wildlife* and plants. Many people say that itisa special place on earth, as it hosts an enormous
number of different species*. The park staff is working hard on the protection of the flora* and
fauna* in order to keep the park’s ecosystems™ for future generations.

Cat Tien National Park, February 2000
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Here is a letter for you to read

Hello girle and boys in the schools in and around Cat Tien Nationa Parkl

How are you these days? | hope you, your teachers and your famles are doing fine and are in good
heath You must be surprised to hear from mel | woud tke to tel you something important, that you

might find interesting. ...

My name ie Storm and | am one of the few rhinos that are living very close to you, in Cat Tien National
Park. | know that you, and many other people inside and outside Vietnam, have been taking about us for
along time. Actudly, many people did not beleve that we are stl around They were thiking that we
are extinct! They were thirking that it has become impossible for rtinos to eurvive, as there is hardy
place for us left. They mention that hunters have kiled many rtinos in the course of time. Findly, they
dso believe that many rhinos did not survive the war. Al this together-made them beleve that we are
al dead.

Wel, it’s true that we lost dmost & our habitat®, in the twentieth century. There are many people in
Vietnam They dl need a place to ve and they need food They dso need money, to send therr chidren
to school for exarple. So the people deared the forest and flat lands and use these areas to grow
crops, sel timber and do some other business to make a living They dso bult houses and made roads.
And because of that, or area became smdler and emdler, in fact there is hardly any space left for us
to live.

Unfortunately it is dso true that many of my rhino relatives and rhino friends coud not find food after
the spraying of defoliants” during the war. They died of starvation.

And yes, many Vietnamese rhinos were kiled by hunters in the course of time.

However, a few of us managed to keep on going, in spite of al the terrible things that happened to the
Vietnamese rhinos in the past. So we are stll around, but it is not easyl

There were dso a few people who continued to believe that there are stil some Vietnamese rtinos dve.
And as you can see, they were right! But as not many people did have this opinion, we, the last
Yietnamese rhinos in the world, decided in 1999 to proof that we are stil around

You better sit down and take some more time to listen to my story.....




Please, go ahead reading Storm’s letter .........

This is what we did to show people that we are stil arounck

First of 4l we were waking around a lot, leaving footprints and droppings betind, wherever we went. The
people living dlose to us coud see dearly that we had visited the area where they have their fams.

Not often, but every now and then, we were pretending rot to see people in the area whie we took a
bath, very close to where they were working So some people codd say they had seen us, there and therl

When we fond out that the people working in Cat Tien Nationd Park are very interested in or
presence and welbeing, we decided to attract as much attention a6 possiie. And that worked very
wel. Let me dso tel you how we dd that.

The people working in the park, most. of them Vietnamese, but dso some foreigners, were doing
research in the area where we iive. They were locking for usll They came into owr area regdarly and were
observing our footprints, asking questions about us to loca people and so on. Some of them even
stayed in our forest for more than a month. hstead of hidng ourselves for human beings, something
that we usualy do, we waked around and arond We did not show aurselves directly because we had
noticed that some of them were carrying a g Most lkely to protect themselves, but we wanted to
be on the safe side. But we made sure that they coud see our footprints, find our droppings and
notice the scratches we made on trees with our teeth. We also marked some leaves on trees. We
did not eat these leaves completely, just to enable them to see what food we eat and so on.
Enough signs for them to be sure we are aroundl And indeed, they did notice our presence. To me
they looked pleased whenever they found tracks of us. They made often notes in their notebooks
and took a lot of photographs of our tracke. Some of them even made plaster cards of our
footprints. :

Then they left.

After some time, some of them retumned to our area These men instdled specid cameras in different
places. Nobody had ever done that before. We were convinced that they wanted to have photographs
of ugl

We, the last Vietnamese rhinos, meet each other every now and then After these cameras were
nstded, we discussed and agreed that this was a very good opporturity for us to show aurseves to
the outside world, to people who do not know us yet. You have to know that we want the people in
the world to be aware that we are st dive. We dso want them to understand that it is far from
easy for us to make a living these days. And we hope that, when they know about the problems we are
facing, they wll do something for us. We redly need help to survive, And we need it NOW, before it is
too late.

Itwasdecidcdthatoneofwwoddstandinfrontofthecmeramdwoddhaveaphotogaphnﬁde.
And so it happened. b fact, severd times pictures were made. Weorﬂyddnot&etheﬁqrcofthe
cameras but for the rest it went smoothly, no problemsl




In May and June 1999:1he newspapers in Vuetnatﬁwg‘w;aymg that there are photographs of us in the
park, with the péople™a t‘he Cat Tien Natmr? ;

This picture gives you an example of what happens regdarly to the area where | lve. Aithough it is I the park,
people have been dearing the forest to make a fam It means that | can't go there-any more. So my home
has become much smdler. One of the results is, that there is less food than before, for' me and for other
wildife.



Here you see another part of the rhino habitat that has been taken away from us. The area is used for
cashew plantations at the moment. The rhinos don't visit this place any more because of lack of rhino food
and dso becarse there is hardy any shade. You know, we don't tke to stay in bright sunshing, it's too hot for
us. Therefore we stay most of the time in the shadow and we even cover ourselves with mud to protect our

skin againet the euniight.

¥ . . . » i L. < ‘c-.".v»'N. A i X - " I
emenber | told you about the people doing rtino research? Here you see them, making notes of the rhino
tracks that they fomd in our habitat!




The folowing photographe show you the researchers whie measuring our tracks, and making a plaster card of
one of our footprints, Plaster is a kind of cement. By filing our footprints with plaster and let it dry for
some time, one gets a very good idea of how our feet look. The plaster cards dso gve an idea whether we
are growr-up rhinos or caves, dependng on the size. Many of such plaster cards were made and taken to the
park's headquarters. So you can stil see our footprints when you are in their officel




Have alook at this photograph The marks, made by the rhinos with ther teeth, are visiie on the stem of the
tree. And did you rotice the leaves that are partly eaten? We did that a6 wel Remerber we wanted the
researchers to know that we are around At the same time we wanted them to lean about what we eat

and the things we do.

And here i one of the pictures made with the attomatic camera, in Cat Tien Nationd Park. This very beautifu
Vietnamese rhino is actudly one of my best friends. | hope you ke the picture. And of course | hope that you
are happy to see that we are st arond

12



dINOS......

Another letter has arrived for you! The sender is Storm, the Vietnamese rhino. It looks like he has
a lot to tell you, as it is a long letter again. Have a look!

H schod chidren, here | am again!
How have you been doing since last time | wrote to you?

Have you seen the 7 photographs of the Vietnamese rhinos in the news, from haf Ay 1999¢7 Here i
one of themll

The pictures went with the text: FRST EVER PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE LAST VIETNAMESE RHNOS N
THE WORLD! Made by WWF*/Mke Batzer/Cat Tien Nationd Park Conservation Project. What a news!
Don't you thirk it's great?

[ st can't believe it, but the people working in the park, those who made the pictures of us, managed
to get the attention of the press worldwide! Everywhere in the world our pictures were shown. You
coud find them in so many newspapers and magazines! We were even on TV and we were dso discussed
in severd radio-programmes. | must say that adl of us were very impressed, we never dreamt of so0
much attention And the good thing is that people seem to be happy to know that we are sti dive.
Now we hope that people do rot orly tak about us, but dso wil do something, to help us, to improve




Something else. The rhinos in the park were wondering how much you know zbout them That's why | am
writing you agan To make sure you are wel informed, | wil give you some detals. | wil dso tel you some
rumours and things people say about us, that are not true. So you wil know the facts and you wil dso
be aware of mieunderstandings and wrong ideas/beliefs about uvs. And of course | wil answer the

" questions that some of you were asking

Many people ask: “Is it true that there are rot many Vietnamese rhinos alive?”

It is true.... there are not many rhinos around, orly a very small nurber, not even ten The orly place
left in the world, where we are trying to survive, is an area in Cat Tien Nationd Fark. And even there it
16 very hard for us to find food, minerde and water, becasse even there are many people around

Now that | am answering this question, | sudderly feel very sad. | dways become sad when | think about
our curent situation and when | thrk about o future. Can you imagine that | am worried about it?
What wil the future be ke for us, rhinos? Just Ike human beings, animds and plants reed a place to ve.
Please, don't let people take al the land for farming And please, let them stay away from the park,
from our area, so that we wil be able to live in peace. We don't want to give up but we desperately
need your help to eurvive.

Your question; “Is there a law that helps to protect rhinos?”

Yes, there is. Nowadays trade in rhino or rhino parts is strictly forbidden A very important agreement
between many countries ih the world, caled CITES, has been signed as wel by Vietnam, The CITES
treaty means that hunting, gathering, buying or seling or kiing of endangered species of plants or
animds is absolutely not alowed On the CITES list you dso find the Vietnamese riinoceros. it means
that this animd i endangered and that you and others shoud never ever be involved in hunting or trade
or any use of this animd,

Sometting very important that | want you to know:

For along time rhino parts were used in traditiond medicine. However, scientists have done research on
this and concluded that rhino parts do NOT contrinute to improving peopies’ hedth So don't believe it
when people who sel medicine, tel you that rhino parts are good medicine. It is rot true and dthough
traditiond medicnes often give good resuts, with regard to rhinos these people are wrong

Someone szt “| heard a tourist say that he saw a big group of rhinos in Cat Tien
“National Park”

This i6 a rumour! | wish this person was right... But Im afraid it is not true. Let me explain you why this
can't be true

First of 4, as | sdd before, there are not many of us left. Not even ten rhinos can be found in Cat Tien
Nationd Park, so this person can't have seen a big grow as there are not many riinos around.
Secondly, you can't see us easiy in the forest. Most of the time we see you but you don't see us.
Remerrber, it took td May 1999 before people coud proof we are around so | dor't beleve this tourist
saw rtinosll Moreover, the area where we live is dosed for towristsl

Thirdy, rtinos usually don't stay together in a big grow. In fact, rhinos are most of the time done.
Sometimes rhinos meet at a walow, but this happens only every now and then A walow is rot oy the
place where rhinos ke to bath and cover themeelves with mud, it is dso a good meeting point for rhinos
who are looking for a rhino git- or boyfriend, actuly it is a perfect place for rhinos in lovel
Finaﬂy,theorﬂydmethatyouseerlﬂfnosstayingtogstha-foralongpa*iod,istnyouhappento
see a mother with a calf. They usudly stay together for about three or four years..




You asked “Is it true that rhinos like salt?”
Yes,wcdo!That'swhyweregja'iyvisitsattﬁéks.Wealaogotosprhgsbeca.sctlfleyareaf"tmﬁchh
minerds and that is what we need to have a good diet. We feel it is important that our medls are
complete so that we don't develop any shortage in our nutrition. We hope to stay healthy by
being well fed.

Another question that | received i the folowing “Not many people know very well how rhinos
look and what qualities they have....”

To give you an impression of our looks - we are a bit plurp and we have a thick skin, just [ke elephante.
The grown-up mdes cary a hom consisting of har, not of bone. The femdes have a smal hurp or have
no horn at &l Please, have a look at our photographs in this booket, to see what | mean Furthermore,
rhinos have good hearing and a good sense of smel We are a bit shy and that's one of the reasons
why we hide ourseives for people.

- “Are you the only rhinos in the world?” This question needs a long answer. Are you ready for it?
No, we are not the orly rhinos in the world But we are the orly Vietnamese riinos in the world
You find more rtinos, but. they are a bit different, they are from other famies.

Look at. WWF-Hemut Dier's drawings on the next page, to have an impression of how the various rhinos look.




As you can see on this page there are S species of rhinoceros in the world

The Black and White rtinos lve in Africa whie the Javan, Sumatran and ndian rtinos are lving in Asia.
Europe, America and Australia don't have rhinos iving I the wid.




YoumostIﬂ(ely5awtha1:50meoftherkmhavetwohon'\e.AnothertHngtohﬂowisthatthe
Sumatran rhino is the smdlest rhino. The other three rhinos are much bigger than we are. We are the
rarest® rhinos in the world '

Scientists say that we are from the Javan rhinoceros famiy, dthough we are not exactly the same
26 the Javan rhinos in Indonesia. Does this confuse you? Let me explan a bit more.

TheJavaﬂanofmféyisdividedinSab-specieaAﬂEaret-hetypeofr?inowithonehomOneofthese'
sub-species becare extinct late 19%, ealy 20% century. That was the Rhinoceros sondaicus
inermis. This arnmd used to lve in India, Bangadesh and Myarnmar.

So now there are orly 2 su-species of Javan rhinoceros left. The Rhinoceros sondaicus
sondaicus is one of them Although we are from the same famiy, this rhino is a bit bigger than we
a‘e.ttlivceintmngonNationaPa’khhdonesialnthatcantryitwasaboveryha‘dforﬁﬁnoeto
survive, just Ike in Vietnam Actudly, everywhere in the world it is very hard for rhinos to cope with loss
" of habitat. But back to our friends in ndonesia so far about 50 to 60 arimds managed to keep on
going there. They deo got protection from government and support from people inside and outeide the
country, by making their habitat a Nationd Park™. That has been very helpful

The other sub-species of Javan rtinoceros i6 the so-cdled Rhinoceros sondaicus annamiticus”.
That is what we arel And as you know, we are living very close to you, we live in Cat Tien Nationd Parkl

Don't you think that &l these scientific rino names are a bit difficut to remember? They must be a bit
confusing as wel every now and then Why don't you just cal us the Vietnamese riinos? That is the
nmmmypeopleu.eeforuealready.Andweﬁke'rb!Andbytheway,whatdoyouthmkofthefact
that you are lving s0 close to us?

Some kids acked “Is it true that rhinos don't like people?” Last question!

Wel, | woud say that rtinos have many reasons not to like people. As you heard before, many of us
were kiled by hunters, others were chopped in pieces by traditiona medicine men Some of -5 were
taken away from our areas to zoos in other countries. Of course they became very homesick. And a
few rtinos even ended up in musea. At the same tire our habitats were completely destroyed or
became smder and smaler. Even with less riinos around than before, it became very dffiadt for us to
Fmdplaceetoﬁvewherewcwaldbeeafemdwoddhaveena@:ﬂ'ﬁngetoeat.Cmyouhﬁgincwhatit
i when you are often very hungry becase there is not enough food? And woud you ke it if you had to
stay in an area that is rot very pleasant, ke where we are now? Just thick forest with marly sharp
bamboo and rattan Terrible, isn't it? And what woud you say if you had to eat the same things, day
after day? I'm sure you understand we are sometimes so bored with the food Honestly, we are
craving for more different things to eat, to have more variety in or mezs than we have rowadays.
Andwearedsolongingtogotothearcasthatoncewaearhabﬁat.Wewoddbvetoreumtothe
riversides, the swamps, the pians and so on, al these pleasant areas that people took away fromus in
the cowrse of time.

And from our rhino friends in Nepa | dso heard stories that made me understand why rhinos sometimes
arefedewitheormpeop!e.Letmteﬂyijtoneewryasanexampleaoyouwﬁmdmtmdae
wel. .




Hereyma*e:ﬂwrmoemNepalafeoftensmardedbytarbtswiththeﬁ*gjdes.Thosepeopiewmt
tomakepictu‘esafmhoswhentMya'egrazh@Andthatrn‘tatestheecmeverymwandthen
Why can't people leave them done? So when rtinos are redly distubed, they take action, they just
push the people that tritate them awayl Not 2l people can cope with that. ...

Let me say it this way. We orly Ee people that protect our habitat and us, and who further leave us
donel So if you behave lke that, riinos ke you very muchi But we are far from happy with the people
that kled our ancestors, friends and relatives. Of course we dso do rot ke the people that take our
homeaway,ﬂmewhodearﬂ&eforestandtheﬁat!andswhcrewetwaflygo.Wea'eweyouwodd
feel the same if you were in our situation

This was another long answer.

After 4l this rather sad news | wil do my best to firish this message to you in a good mood. Let me
tel you something that made us rtinos laugh, when we found out. Perhaps you don't befieve the folowing,
but it i truel Listen! There are people who collect our droppings. .. to make winelll You woud not drink
this, | hopel You can't drirk dung, can you? | can't even imagne people ke it. | woud never drink it — Yaid

Before | firish this letter to you, let me tel you why my name is Storm n case you want to know. It is
ot a very common name among the rhinos in Vietnam It was my mother who gave me this name
because | was bom during a heavy storm. | thirk it is a good name for me. Not orly becasse of the
weather the right | was born, but dso because my ife was ot very cam so far. Perhaps my mother
foresaw that my life woudd be stormy... ...

Dear 4, I'm sure you know a bit more about us than you did before. And hopefuly you dso find it
important to make sure that we, the last Vietnamese rhinos in the world, are e to survive.
| hope we will become good friends, forever!

yt

That’s Al for now. Wish you d




In old reports you can read that in the past, the Javan and the Sumatran Rhinoceros were common
in Vietnam. The Sumatran rhino became extinct in this country in the early 20" century. In that
period there were still some Javan rhinos in north-west and in south-west Vietnam. However, the
last time that a Javan rhino was seen in the north was in 1964. In the south there were still reports
saying that there are a few rhinos around, even in the final years of the previous century. It was
only in May 1999 that automatic cameras made the first ever photographs of the Javan rhinoceros
in Vietnam. Till then only local people had seen these animals and researchers could only say
that there are rhinos around based on the tracks. Although the pictures made many people
happy, it was at the same time quite sad to realise that the Rhinoceros sondaicus annamiticus
on the photograph, is one of the last ones in the world. The situation of the Vietnamese rhino
is considered critical and it is feared that this animal will be extinct in a few years from now.
Unless.......

Here you see one of the rhino photographs, made in May 1999.

Let us all work very hard, to make sure this rhino will keep its home, for now and-in the future.
Then there is a chance that it will survive, together with the other Vietnamese rhinos left.




Several years ago, the government of Vietnam made a rhino reserve, to protect the few rhinos that
were left. Later, in 1998, this reserve was unified with Cat Tien National Park. Although the park
area covers about 78.000 hectares and is not very small, it is still not big enough to host many
_ animals like rhinos. Rhinos and other wildlife need large areas in order to find enough food and to
have enough space. Even now it is still very difficult for the Vietnamese rhinos to find enough to
eat and to have access to saltlicks and wallows.

Now you most likely understand why the government and the park authorities do not allow people
to hunt or to clear more land for agriculture or for the construction of roads and houses within the
park. The park is meant to protect and maintain the biodiversity*, not only protect the rhino but
also other species of fauna and flora. An example of an endemic* species in the park that is
threatened* and therefore also needs protection, is the orange-necked partridge. Actually, there
are many vulnerable® plants and animals living in the park. If there is enough.space and if the park
is well protected, there is a chance that the Vietnamese rhino will survive. So that is why its habitat
should not become smaller and smaller. It would be very helpful if the park area becomes larger in
the future, so that in case new rhinos are born, the area has enough food and space to offer, for
all of them. And if the habitat is well maintained, many other animals and plants will also be able
to survive in the park. In fact, there is nowhere else to go for the animals. They won't be able to
find places in the south of Vietnam with such rich flora as the lowland tropical rainforest in Cat
Tien National Park has. Everywhere else the land is occupied by people. So let’s make sure this park
will continue to be a good place to stay, for many species.

The park staff is working to protect the biodiversity. Perhaps you know some forestguards who are
based in your area. They patrol regularly and stop people from violating the park regulations. Not
only people in Vietnam find it important that this area is kept forever and as original as possible.
In the rest of the world are also many people who are very concerned about the Vietnamese rhinos
and their habitat. There are even some governments of other countries that support or cooperate
with your country to make sure the park continues to be a safe place for the rhinos and other
wildlife. Many people find it important that the very beautiful landscapes of the park will be there
forever. If the protection activities are successful, you and others will still be able to enjoy the
views of the forests and lakes, rivers, rapids and swamps in the future. And wildlife will be able to
live in the park as well, for many generations. You understand why protection is necessary, don’t
you? Just to avoid that the flora and fauna will be lost, forever. To protect the park, the help of
local people, your help, your support, is extremely important!

Did you ever realise that you are living in or living close to such a special place on earth? Perhaps
you were wondering what’s so special about Cat Tien National Park. Not many places on earth
have such a beautiful, rich and interesting biodiversity. And nowhere else in the world you find the
Vietnamese rhinos, the ones that live so close to you. Those are the reasons why many people feel
that it is very important to protect this place very well. What about you? = -




What you could do to help the rhinos td survive is the fdllowing. First of all, do not disturb them.

If you leave the rhinos alone in their habitat it will be very helpful. When rhinos feel at ease they

might start thinking of having a family. When they are insecure they don’t like to have a calf as
they will find it more difficult to look after a young rhino.

Furthermore, you should make your friends, family, neighbours and so on, aware of the value of
Cat Tien National Park and why you think it is important to protect the environment. It might
result in more people caring for the park.

You could ask the government, at different levels, to expand the protected area if possible. That
would be very good for wildlife as they will get some more space and thus have more chance of
finding enough to eat.

You could also talk with people in government and with the park staff, just to make sure the park
is very well protected, so nothing that could damage the flora and fauna will happen.

And of course it is important to keep the park area clean. Do not litter on the ground. You know
why? If an animal eats a battery or swallows some plastic, it can develop serious health problems,
because that stuff is poisonous. The animal could easily die of it. Or imagine that one of the few
rhinos left, steps into a broken bottle, that you threw away. Although it is a strong animal it could
die from the wound if a serious infection develops. You don’t want that to happen, do you? And
you are also strongly advised not to throw any waste in water. Not in the river, not in the swamps,
nowhere. If the water is clean, if it is not polluted by all sorts of waste, animals can make use of
it and they won’t become ill. Just throw your waste in a pit close to your house and bury it, or ask
your parents to burn the contents of the pit carefully and regularly. Hopefully the government will
organise sound waste disposal in the future.

You should even try to minimize waste. Try to only buy things that last long and are good for the
environment. '

Don't use chemicals such as pesticides and poisons in agriculture and definitely not in the park.
These chemicals are not only a threat for wildlife and their habitat, they are also not good for your
own health.

Never cause a fire in the forest. The rhinos and other animals have nowhere else to go so a forest
fire would be a disaster. The animals would die from the fire or if they escape the fire they won't
be able to find enough food.




Please inform forestguards and the police, when you find out that people are violating the park
law, for example if you see people clearing land in the park. You should inform the authorities as
well when you know that people are preparing for hunting or if you come across people selling
wildlife or other products from the park.

And for when you are getting older and need a place for yourself to live and work, it is extremely
important that you don't take the habitat of the rhinos away. This means for example that in the
park you should not clear the forest or lowlands for agriculture. And don't cut trees to use for
construction, or remove plants and flowers from inside the park, for decoration of the house or to
- sell to others. As you know the aim of the park is to protect and maintain its biodiversity and
wilderness for future generations. The best thing to do is to live and work outside the park and not
to make use of the park’s resources. Of course this is easier said than done. But if you want to
keep the rhinos and their habitat, you really have to. As there are many people living inside and
around the park at the moment, it is very difficult to achieve this aim. You could say that there is
a conflict between the interest of the flora and fauna and the people who live in and around the
park. They all feel the need to use the area. But the animals and plants can’t do much about their
situation themselves, therefore they need help and therefore the government gave them protection
by making it a national park. And for the people who are restricted by the laws of the park (this
means that they can not do everything they want) the government and some projects are looking
for solutions as well. For example working together with the local people to find other income
generating activities so that they are still able to make a living but in a way that is good for them
and for the environment.

For later, by the time you are married, it is very good to follow the advice of the government to
do family planning. If you have a small family, not more than two children, then you don’t need
much land or other natural resources and you will most likely be able to look well after your family.
If you have a big family you will need a lot of money. It is expensive to look after a family. Just
think of the money you need for housing, food, clothes, medical care and education. It would be
great if you are able to make a living for yourself and your family without harming the environment.
It would be ideal that you have a good life, while at the same time nature is not affected.

The rhinos in Cat Tien National Park really need your care. Please make sure their home will last
forever. Play a role in protecting the park so that these animals are able to survive!




Biodiversity
Biodiversity describes the variety of life in an area, the number of different species, and the inter-

relationships between the species and the natural areas where they occur.

Cat Tien National Park Conservation Project.

A project carried out by WWF with money from the Governments of Vietnam and The Netherlands.
Project people are working together with park staff to reverse threats to the area, help them to
improve the protection of the park and do research together. The project also assists people living
in and around the park who are trying to make an income without violating the park laws.

Conservation
The wise use of the earth’s resources in a way that it supports or sustains all life for generations

ahead. In a national park conservation might involve protection of ecosystems including endangered
species, such as the Vietnamese rhinoceros. Conservation also involves rehabilitation and restora-
tion of ecosystems and their populations.

Defoliants
Chemicals that kill leaves of trees and shrubs.

Ecosystem
Group of species and the environment with which the species interact.

Endangered species
A species in danger of extinction and whose survival is unlikely if the factors that cause its decline

continue.

Endemic species

An animal or plant only found in one specific area or in one country. For example the orange-necked
partridge is an endemic species in Cat Tien National Park. Nowhere else in Vietnam or in the rest
of the world this bird has been found.

Extinction
There is not one of a certain animal or plant species alive in the area where it used to be in the past.

Fauna
The animals.

Flora
Vegetation. The world of trees, plants and flowers.

Habitat
The .natural environment of an animal or a plant.




National Park
An area that is protected in order to maintain its biodiversity and wilderness for future generations.

Protection :
Make sure that something is safe and well kept.

Rare species
Animals or plants species with small populations, perhaps not vulnerable or endangered but they

could be at risk.

Rhinoceros sondaicus annamiticus
The rhino species that still lives in Vietnam.

Species
Species are different types of animals or different kind of plants.

Threatened
A word used to say that species are endangered, vulnerable.

To survive
Try to continue living. Do everything possible to avoid dying, to avoid extinction.

US Fish and Wildlife Service
This American governmental organisation supports conservation education and protectionactivities
in and around Cat Tien National Park. It also paid for this booklet.

Vulnerable
A species of plant or animal, that might become endangered if the factors causing its decline

continue.

Wildlife
Animals living in their natural environment, in the wild.

\WBFPRDP

World Bank assisted Forest Protection and Rural Development Project. One of the projects working
with Cat Tien National Park. People in the area know it as the Bufferzone Project. Its activities take
place in the area around the park.

VNAVF
World Wide Fund for Nature. In the United States of America WWF means the World Wildlife Fund.
In Vietnam, WWF has been funding several conservation and development projects.




B\ MORE?

If you like to read more about rhinos you could borrow the story “A Treasure in the Forest” of one
of your younger friends. This story about a young rhino girl has been given to the very young
children living in and around the park. There is also some information in the cover of the notebook

that has been given to many school children in the park area. Read it!

And if you are still looking for more, you should ask your rpa'rents and the teachers in school to
read and explain from the booklet “Javan Rhinoceros in Vietnam” that has been given to the
adults in the park. And please do not hesitate to ask the park staff about the rhinos and the
park.

All over the world many people are working for organisations that are active in conservation of
nature and in conservation education. In Vietnam you also find people, institutions and organisations
that care about the environment. In case you have questions about the environment, feel free to
contact them. Here are some addresses:

Cat Tien National Park
Tan Phu District
Dong Nai Province Vietnam

Tel :061- 791228
Fax : 061- 791227
Website : http://www.blakup.demon.nl/cat_tien

Cat Tien National Park Conservation Project
85 Tran Quoc Toan Street
District 3 Ho Chi Minh City Vietnam

Tel : 08 - 820 3995

Fax : 08 - 820 3996

E-mail : wwfheme@fmail.van.vn

Website : http://www.blakup.demon.nl/cat_tie
Project office in the park (English speaking)

Tel/fax :061-791226

E-mail : gert-ina@wwfheme.von.vn

World Wide Fund for Nature - Indochina Programme
7 Yet Kieu Street ‘

International P.O.Box 151

Hanoi Vietnam

Tel : 04 - 822 0640

Fax : 04 - 822 0642

E-mail : hanoi@wwfvn.org.vn




Birdlife International — Vietnam

293B Tay Son

Dong Da

Hanoi Vietnam

Tel :04 - 851 7217

Fax : 04 - 857 3866

E-mail : birdlife@netnam.org.vn

ENDA - Environmental Development Action in the Third World

J2 - Cu xa Bac Hai, P15
District 10 Ho Chi Minh City Vietnam
Tel/Fax : 08 — 864 5096

E-mail : Endavn@Netnam2.org.vn

IUCN — The World Conservation Union
1 3A Tran Hung Dao Street
International P.O.Box 60

Hanoi Vietnam

Tel . :04-933012/13
Fax : 04 — 825 8794
E-mail . iucnvn@hn.vnn.vn

Fauna & Flora International — Vietnam

104B Pho Hue
International PO.Box 78
Hanoi Vietnam

Tel : 04 -943 2292/3
Fax : 04 - 943 2254
E-mail : ffi@fpt.vn
TRAFFIC SOUTHEAST ASIA

C/O WWF - Indochina Programme
International PO.Box 151

7 Yet Kieu Street

Hanoi Vietnam

Tel : 04 - 822 0640
Fax : 04 - 822 0642
E-mail : trafficvn@excite.com

: triman@wwfvn.org.vn
Website : www.traffic.org




QUE SWER

Answer the following questions and fill the missing words in the sentences about rhinos. You can
find most of the answers in this booklet. If things are not clear you should ask your teacher or
parents for help. When you have gone through all the questions, a part of it will be a summary of
what you read before. Success!

There are 5 different rhinos living in the wild. Show with an X in the table where in the world these
rhinos live.

RHINO / WHERE? Africa America Asia Australia Europe
Black rhino '
Indian rhino
Javan rhino
Sumatran rhino
White rhino

ONe-homrmed rINOS @re the: .......oveeiee ittt e e e e e e i
TWO-horned FhiNOS @re the: .....ee e et e e i

There are three sub-species of the Javan rhinoceros family. Write behind each sub-species which
one is the Vietnamese rhino, which one is the rhino that became extinct early 20th century and
which one is the rhino that lives in Indonesia.

Rhinoceros sondaicus sondaicus = ...........ccccoeeiiiiiiiiiiiininnn... N ereeeenes
Rhinoceros sondaicus inermis = v, e ereerananaaas feeeeee ettt raaas
Rhinoceros sondaicus annamiticus = ................ ettt e et s e e e et e et rarrnann
Nowadays, you only find rhinos in Vietnamin ...................coeeiiiinnnn... There are most
likely not more than ..... Vietnamese rhinos left in the world. In the past, the Vietnamese rhinos
were living in the ........... e and.......oeeeenein, eerrenenaanas parts of Vietnam.

3 reasons why the Vietnamese rhino has become close to extinction, are:

LR R N R R T R T R T Y

3 or more activities to protect the Vietnamese rhino are:

AR R R R O I T T



Say in your own words what it means that the Vietnamese rhino is an endangered species.

6660600800080 0 00 8800000000208 00U NaesEte e PSR E P PETIIU Pl AN A Ate 0000000000000 NERI0 IS IIIIIIIIIIIPINIILINITIIOIRIELOIGIILETS

R Y N N R R R T R R RN
R R N R L N R R R R LR

Gessresasessssesacssessrrne P L R R R R S R L R R R R R N N R R

P N N R T I N N N R R R T R

People are afraid that the Vietnamese rhino will be extinct soon.
a. What does this mean? ...... e eeettree e areeeneans et eereae it ieeaaeaereasraens

........... 0 0 h e et satetrs taseesssrssninse rne oetesiossi s eessensessossessessecssssosnsersorssssosrvessosestisscssssses
Sesrsestevnsstssetescsersssascns esensans 4ssessscatasssiosrtes s T et eI PRI Gerescsvetesassosesstsstssnsss e
---------- P R R O e R R R RN R

b. \X/hat does it mean to you if the Vietnamese rhino would be extinct? ....... errenens e

#sessacssssssstrsssssrrrns “tessessessessrssrcee essescersscsrresrecsanas veseee cesoee secssssecesrssessereses ttevsonsen
seerrsssreessasstcscstersscerrrs sesesscssccssessssentsrreans evsvrvecreontve teeveesaracen ssasssssesesassserresenes
ssasessesase essssessresessssassattesevssrany R R R R I T R R R Y Y Meesesscssssessrsrees tesesens

Peseeseereerssrsrcnassssescne tevencens sssesesseeesserstersrrerssssrres s resesses servocss sreseoveesesessrsesscssece
------ P R R R R T R T R R I R P T P R R

3 organisations in Vietnam that care about the environment are:

Besvessesssccscrcscsansesnacee seresvecsueses seeesseertsisrrecssssessrrerrsr s trerevaserrseseereae secssranee .
Sessessresssessssssacs st 4eseasecssesssstiessesssaisee R R R R R A N R N X R T R TR TR
ssseene XX veeesssecsscstssertss s ey R R R LR R R N R R R T Y sveen

- -
setestsersorernssstsesacsssacssr semsesesesacsees T ecesecssccssacsssecescsssasasseccstsstastsssssnoss
................ sesseerssereenscetsssesescssaen B R R R R R R R

- -

.............. “avecssesstssessnessesesesss s R R R R R T R R P B R R TRy

Make a small drawing of Storm, the Vietnamese rhino, in his habitat!

EXTINCTION IS FOREVER
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The Cat Tien National Park Conservation Project
is a joint initiative of
the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development in Hanoi and
the W\WF-Indochina Programme.
It is funded by
the Governments of Vietnam and The Netherlands.




