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eaﬁ all took their fish supplics from these same P
natives were occasionally to be seen wa

middle or breast deep, in the water, spearing fish,

gize, In their ateady pro;

]
gggﬁ—s
b

and flew off each moming to a neighbouring

and them, remains of the banquets of tha grand
African fishing ea (Haliaetus vocifer) were often to be seen
on the shores of Botledi River, but these were easily to be
differentiated from those which had fallen victims to the otter. In

these last a plece or two out of the shoulder had ususlly o
been devoured, very much the habit of our English otter
where fish is plentiful.

8kins of both species—the Cape and the spotted-necked otter—
were broaght to us by natives in this part of Ngamiland, and
occasionally thean.lma.ﬁ themselves were seen in the living state.
They are shy, nocturnal creatares, however, as in most other
parts of the world, and do much of their hum.[ng by night Our
dogs sometimes drove them from their hovera \Walking
down to the Botletli one morning at early dawn, to shoot wild-
fowl, I had a fine view of a bitch otter of the Cape species
swimming with three quarter-grown young ones along the banks
of the river. All swvam with complete grace and ease, and were
maWM&Wathmin&em&ruourBﬂﬂshM I
haveseen both this and the spotted-necked species at other times on
the Botletli, as wellason the Limpopo, the Gamtoos (Cape Colony)—
the Cape otter only—and other riversin South Africa. Dr Linn-
berg su that the Cape otter subsists malnly on molluses, this
view be 3nae13>mtly derived from its dentition and from the
habits repo of its near ally, the Rhodesian clawless otter. In
soms situations and under certain conditions I believe that this
otter, with its kKlm\'ertul jaws and teeth, can and does subsist on
a diet of this kind. But my own observation and the reportsof
natives convinco me that in suitable haunts it partakes of a

much more varied dietary. It is a curious fact, by the way, bear-
ing out the view that this otter can adapt itself to a diet
of crabs, as well as crawfish, mussels, and other fish, that on

mauny parts of the coast line of Cape Calony, sometimes where
there are no rivers near at hand, this otter is 10 be found support-
itself appnl'emm perfect ease.
'he spotted-ni otter (Lutra maeulicollis) i3 somewhat
darker in colour than the last-named and measures and
welghs considerably less. A fair s will measore abont
34in. to 38in,, of which the tail exte: to same 14in. or 15in, The
upper and lower lips are wbhite, and the throat and chest
are cu spotted with light red, whence the animal
derives its name. Both fore and hind feet carry claws
upon each toe, and all are strongly webbed. This otter, in 1act,
s2ems even more perfectly adapted for existence in the water than
its larger and heavier cousin the Cape otter. In Cape Coloay
this species is not well known, though I believe it has been fonnd
in some few rivers. Lichte n, who procared the first
dnﬁ;lg his travels in South Africa (1802-06}, is believed
them from the Bambusbergen, in the north-east
region of theolg colony. 1t has been found in the Transraal on
the Limgopo, Ngamiland, Natal, Mozambique, Rhedesta, Nryasa-
land, and on the west coast from Angola and the Cameroons
northwards as far even as Liberia. As a rule hanters in South
Africa are busied in pursnis of other and to them more important
game, and hitherto little attention has been paid to unobtrasive
creatures such as the otter. In the foture I am convinced that
this spectes (the sipottad necked) will be obse:
from many more jocalities than at present, 1 believe that many
River I Cape Colony. moq $he otiers on the Gamtoos
ony, an vo it oubt that
300 Fren . the g ed from varions rivers in Kaffraia
in the , 83 well as o
localities farthar north. The habits of this otter are very much
like thoss of our own British species. It fsan fisher, and
devours at times other kinds of iood.mdnasmmg:ammla,&e
young and of wildfowl, crabs, fresh-water mussels, and other
odds and ends. Coarse Sish of various kinds are ex
Ientifol in most Sonth African rivers, and thig otter has
mcnltyln satisfying the major portion of its wants from this
TheRhndesianclawlmotter(Dmumiahiada‘)m a3

and the desertion of former haunts b

frequent the Savanng country bo the marshes azd

D wropesn poporstion of & tgglsths?ndnmhmbyg
0] on enezu

the name of “ 4 soldado,” from

garson o, themmmryaw
sented by a flock of these birds when marching in ngg

case of the white i, to put a stop to the wanton
thatisrepomdoteg :'sefufandingnznsivejabuu.

Molluse.—]Jt issomeumeanmtedthatmhwlezpa

be
writer howerver, recently cited the remarkable case of the
mollnscmh'nlaasaproottothncon . Spirula is 8 delimts
pearly-white, spirally twisted chamb hs!lih”:
tiny nantilas, bat with the whoris open instsad of in contsct,
diameter being little more than an inch, tragile.

the
but half a dozen. The first, which was d :
bySirB.Owenmany'ﬁamth ,mbmuzhtmemZﬂang
the second, of which origf:isnnkn was
a dealer for the British Murenm, and was dissected
Owen; the third, now in the museum at Sydnei.ﬂa B
near Port Jackson ; the fourth was dredged near New Wm
the Challenger ; the fifth was taken in the same mne:'n?w
U.S. steamer Blake in the West Indies; whils the sixth e
was captured off Sumatra in o deep-sea net by the receat p
expediﬁiglgn the Valdgga.sdlananmalg} W":“
Spirula must be own from only six specimens, orisori,
vgstmnstbethenumber of rare animals living in the ocenn
which we have no knowledge whatever!

The Northern Square-mouthed Rhinocercs
head of the square-mouthed rbinoceros (Rhinocerot

I

ust been mountcd by Mr Rowland Ward, whose 0! S b
of it. animalwas
Kl eg | o

mauseam tke trophy ia destised. The koros are m
the front one, although measuring 24in, round the basgi_g?l
16in. along the curve, and the hinder ore Gillliz K
belongs to the race deseribed by Alr Lydekker as 5-
in the Field of Feb. 28, the being a skull %
Powell-Cotton to tke British Museum (Natoral

the middle of the last century the late Sir Sam
a horn which he had seen at Khartoum gs b
immensely t which not improbably beloo
Asshown by AMr OldGeld Thomas (Nature, Oct. 1
J. W. Gregory believed he saw exam
mouthed rhinoceros in Leikipia, though be

Mr Thomas then recorded the first guthentic
existence of this rhinoccros north of the Zam
identified the skull of one shot by Major Gibbons
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horn obtained by Capt. Hawker from Belgian

andiaken from & gpecien St I o e, U
-] or

g:neml lh!':’on tfor whomeg. was mounted by Alr Roslasd

This horn, measuring 36}in. alon, theontsidemv&%

17,
ata mm!n‘gh:! the gical ety on N"'hor'na
stated that Mr Ward had kuown of thesd
from the Soudan for some years before Alajor Gibboss
his specimen.
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drertisement }-"The & ’s Handbock to Prsctial
P el Anicis s Ly of T 07
mrzi Poics 22 64. net, CLondon: DRowlnd Ward
» Jungic,” 167, PlecadLily.
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