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Battle of the éea.sts. -

An exhibition, not announced on the: bills, says the New
York Times of the 5th inst., took place at the Hippodrome the previcus
rmoérning, in the shape of a fierce battle beiween two rhinoceroses,
lasting over an hour and a half, and’ presented one of the most terrible
scenes ever witnessed {n a crowded clty. . About ten b’clock Mr Charles:
White put the two animals, male and_féwale; into the same pen, and
shut them up together. In o few minutes s terrific roar was beard,
which appalled she few visitors present, and blanched the faces of the
attachéz of the establishment. The sightseers fled from the buildiug
by any mode of egress they coull find, and it was somé time before the
einployés could be induced to follow As-ixuut-!{mer Fuller to the
pen where the battle raged. The roar was follo by sunother and
another, and was faken up by every living creature under the roof.
The elephants, lions; tigers, panthers, gea lions, and birds joined m the
unearthly chorus, and high above all aroge the frigh howls of
the hyenas. "All the beasts in the collection were evidently aware
that the thick-coated nousters had en i in = final encounter,
and were expecting momentarily that the’battle would become general,
For nearly two hours the amfd beasta cuntinued to dash themselves
madly agaludt the bars of their cages, apmnﬂymw
struggle to take part in the disturbance, while the of
noises would have drowned the screaming of 500 steamers. The quality
of the howlings has never been accurately described, and probably

| never will be. The keegera‘ could not hear each other speak, no
8

matter how loudly they shouted ; and this, with the constant dread of
the caged beasts breaking. loase, or the unfettored elepbants making
their occasional threats to shake off all control, so completely
wildered them that it waa some time before they.could be Induced
to act. When Messra Fuller, White, and Castella reached the pen ol
the rhinoceroses the monsters had already fought several rounds.
Nobody waa present when the misunderstanding began, but the young
keeper of the cld male rhinoceros, who, by, the way, is kncwn at the
hippodrome aa ‘ Alligator.” Thig Iad jumped over:the rail into the
pen, and had the daring to stand between the infurlated besasts. His
own animal acknowledged the keeper’s authority, but the femals rushed
at him madli and he nsrrowly escaped by jumping on the back of the
other. Inli cing herself up to follow him the female guve her antagonist
an advantage which he quickly emsbraced, and thereby discavered & trick
.| which he frequently repeated afterward with great success, It was to
insert his huge nasal hom under hier breast between her feyr legs, and
lift her clear up-to the top of the railain an attempt to her over.
'| This feat heinvariably failed, at the last moment, toaccomiplish to hig--
perfect satisfaction, owinfto the opposition of the ** Alligatur,” who
at the supreme moment of exertion stuck a pitchfork into his nose, and
{ distmcted his attention from the business in .haud. At length, after
several despetate encounters, both brutes fell back for a fresh onset,
and then Mr Fuller and his assistants flung in between the combatants
o huge pile of lumber which they had collected and kcp»i in walting for
this opportunity, pushed a broad board nlomhe top of .the cade
and hung a’'great plece of awning over It. effect of this mancuvre
was miraculous, e moment ita enemy diga) from sight each
animal ap to utterly forget all about .the late unpleasantuness
and quictly lay down 'in:itg impmvised."wmrrtmant as though
nothing .whatever..had happened :to :irritate  its * pachydermatous
feelings. ‘~The %-female,. W] " by.:the * Way, 2.y
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found that her thick hido had been penetrated by the

her antagonist in some twenty places, but none of the'wounds
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of a disagreeable busineys. The male-thinoceros reccived only two
slight wounds, ono uuder the car and ancther on the hip. He was sen-
teaved to be kept standing up all da)—a punishment agulust which ho
|| remonstrated now and then, but bore pretty philosophically on the
.| whole. - While the comlint lasted, the anxiety of the more futellizent

.| keepers wag very great, though thewr pressuce of mind never deserted
Y ‘) them for a moment The solid iron bars of the were bentand twisted
~1 like wire, and its thick partitions of stout three-inch plank were parted

and nearly brokenduwn altogether. Had thoy g:en way oatirely the door
leading W Twen?wlxth-ntreet would have n burst open, the great
elephaut (which already made several angry demonstrations) would
have taken part in the first, and brought the other elephants ln with it,
and there is no telling what tho consequences. might have been. A
single one of those huge beasts in its could bave smashod the
of the other animals all to pleces in a few seconds, and the result
would have been appalling. That the other animals hada thorough
appreciation of what was golnf on in the cage of the rhinoceroses, and
expected the war would to their own premises, was pretty clearly
shown by the large elephant, whose conatant companion is a setter dog.
During the fight thia dog made séveral attempts to take a peep at the
Kroceedlnga. ut ou every ooccasion the elephant.lifted her protége in
er trunk, tenderly dropped hiin hehfud her, and stepped to the front
herself, About one o'clock the damaged cages and pens were all refitted
and strengthened, the howlings had ceased, and the hippodrome and its
| attachés were ready to proceed with the aftarnoon: performance.

THE €©eRrRA
27 Dec 1874

Civeus Collechons, Milher Librany
“Tiivois State LUwniv.




