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SALMON FISHERY.

A committee has been appointed, anda
subscription entered into, for the laudabie
purpose of preserviug the broud of fish in the
river Mersey. A tisherman of Runcorn was
lately convicted, and pard the penaity of 104,
for wking young salmon, and using unlawful
nets, called mallingers, which, together with
his boat, were forfeited.---The importance
of protecting this fish from premature des-
truction is strongly marked by the singular
fact in natural history, that, like the swallow,
it retucas cach season ta the self-sane spat to
depesicitaspawn,  ‘This has heen proved by
Monsienr de Iz Lande, wiho fastencd a small
picce of copper to the tads of some of them,
and then set them at liberty, and found that
they returned o the same place for three
succerding scasons.  The rapid growth of
this fish s astonihing, which appears from
the testimony of a gentleman at Warrington,
A salmon taken on the 7th of February then
wetghed seven pounds and three guarters
beugr marked with seissors on the back, fins,
and tul, and turned into the river, was again
taken on the 17th of the following March,
and was then found to  weigh seventcen
pounds and a half,

STONF FROM THE WOON.

At the village of Slobodki, in the govern-
meat of Swoleusho, theee fell on the 28 of
July, 1818, an acrolite, with such violeuee
from the air, thatit penetrated vine wers-
choks deep into the ground,  The stone
wighed 7Eh. hasa rongh ~urlface, and through
the dark brown miss that covers it glimmers
the proper sabstavee of stone itself, which is
of @ grey colonr, and sprinkled with metal-
Yic sparhies.

THE. RHINOCEROS.

Tt has been questioned if & mu-ket-hail
would peneteate the hide of a rhinoceros. An
opportanity lately occwrred of making the
eXperiment on the carvcass of an old ammal
ol uncommaon size, which had been killed
near Givalpara, on the hovder of the wild
conutry of Asam, it spet where rhinoceroses
abonad,  After vepeated triaks the bollet
was touad always to @y ofl tor the okin be-
ing very thich and extremely loose, it was
constantly by that means put out of its course,

1 that part of the country there are many
rhincevoses, and clephantsin vast nsumbers,
So numerons it floch was seen crossing the
Burhinnputa River,at a breadth of two miles,
that the channel seemed full; nor was the
endof the tine perceptible; although they
had been some time passing. A bout, going
down the viver, was obliged to put about, as
it wasimpossibie to get by thews; amil it was a
considerable time before the hme had left
the jungles of the eastern side, whilit the
jungtes on the western side prevented their
course being traced by the eye,

The people of the country say, that the
rhinoceros is much an overmateh for the ele-
plant ; as the former being very nimble,
getz raund the elephant, makes his attack in
the same manner as the wild boar, and rips
up the belly of his antagonist.

FORGERY.

The number of persons excented for For-

gery in in Fogland from 1790 to 1818, is 146,

Varicties : Critical, Literary, and Fistorical.
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SIGNOR BELZONT, THE TRAVELLER. .

Died at Cairo, Signor Belzoni, an 1talian
antiquary, who, by his recent discoveries
awong the ruins of Bgyptian grandeur, has
eoriched the British Musecum with several
valuable relies. ‘I'he name of this gentleman
is favourably known to every man of taste
and scieuce i Furope., He had been for
smne  years incessantly and indefatigably
employed in Bgypt, in connexion with Mr.
Salt, the cnlightened British consul, in tra-
cing the monuments of amtiquity, in which
his eftorts have been atteuded with the most
brilliant suceess. 1lle had laid open the front
of the xreat sphynx, and made man interest-
ing aud surprising discoveries. ith a sa-
gacity and perseverance seldome unued,'he
opened the great temple at Ipsambul, which
wirs (‘th‘l't‘(f with sand te the depth of fifty
feet., At Thehes he made many sorpri-
sing discoveries, and thence brought away
the magnificent head of the statue of Mom-
non, which _is now deposited in the British
Muewn, His surprising discoveries of the

‘gy ptian catacombs, in one of which he dis-
covered an exquisitely beautiful sarcopha-
Ens of atahaster, nine feet five inches tong,

y three feet nine inches wide, sounding like
a bell, and transparvent s glass, and orna-
mented with hieroglyphics and figures in in-
taglio. The maot extraordinary, however, of
M. Belzoai’s labouss, and that which most
displays his sugacity and firmuess, and the
enthusiasm of his character, is the opening of
the second pyrvamid of Gliiza, known by the
name of Cephrencs’ pysamid.  Heradotus
wis infumu'& that this pyramid had no sub-
terrancous ehambers, and his information be-
ing found in latter ages to be generally cor-
rect, may be supposed to have operated in
preventing that enriosity which prompted
the opening of the great pyramid of Chcops.
M. Belzond, however, perceived certain -
dications of saflicient weight to induce him
to wake the atteupt.

THF. ALGERINES.

De Witt, the Dutch statesman  and politi-
cal writer, says, in his book called ¢ the In-
tevests of  Holtand,”---¢¢ that, although the
Dutch ships loaded to the Mediterranean
should he well gnarded by convoys against
the Barbary pirates, yet it would by no
means be proper to free that sea of thase
Piratrs s becanse (says hie) we shauld berveby
e put upon the sume fouting with the Fast-
landevs, English, Spaniarvds, and taliaus 3
therefare it is best to leave that thorn in the
sides of those nations, whereby they will be
distressed in that trade 3 while we, by our
couvoys, cugross alt the Favopean traftic and
pavigation to Holland.”’---( Sec Macpher-
son's Commerce, vol, 2, page 472

This was in 1557, and King James I, in
his turn, encouraged the Algerines against
the Dutch, and allowed them shelter in the
British ports, and to sell their prizes ; so that
in six months the Dutch lest thirty rich mer-
chantmen, . .

The Algerines, it warld appear, have not,
therefore, been alone to biame ; but, sup-
osing, as iz likely, that there has always
ecn that sort of connivance which De Wit
recommends, surely the end wight have
been atfained without dragging the people
taken to shovery, 1t is even plain that the



