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FOREWORD

These letters, published by The Chicago Zoological Society,
should perhaps be dedicated to one of our Trustees, George B. Dryden. His generous
gift made it possible to undertake the acquisition of the two magnificent Indian rhinos
now at Brookfield. But they could also be dedicated to Arthur Vernay, whose friendly
interest and advice showed us how to proceed, to Sir Akbar Hydari, the gracious and
efficient Governor of Assam, and to P. D. Stracey, Senior Conservator of Forests,
without whose assistance and cooperation Ralph Graham could never have brought
back Kashi Ram and Kamala Rani. But although the letters might be dedicated to all
of these, I know our friends will appreciate why we inscribe this little booklet to John
T. McCutcheon, Honorary President, whom we all regard with such admiration and
affection and in whose last year of active administration as President of the Society,
the rhinos, of which he had long dreamed, became an actuality.

The letters were not written for publication. They are in-
formal friendly communications from Ralph Graham, Assistant Director, to his chief,
Robert Bean, Director of the Chicago Zoological Park at Brookfield. This informality,
I believe, gives them a charm and validity which no labored description of this adven-
ture could have imparted. Unintentionally they disclose the ingenuity, imagination
and perseverance of Ralph Graham, who brought the rhinos safely back. We are
grateful for his permission to print the letters, for his very appropriate illustrations,
and for his tireless efforts in behalf of the Society.

President

Letters and Illustrations by

RaLpH GrRaHAM, Assistant Director
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