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The morning sur spiiling over the jpink granite plains of tl“
Dorcs had me totally enrapturLd as 7 twed the radio for the morning ca:
«... I just missed Rudi caliing my nurber and by the time ['d set the ..

coriectly he'd signed off. I t!:u neard June Cwen-Smith calling for nc.
I answered and she told me th. news that auother rhinc cow had been shc-
leaving a small calf orrhanc. vhiich was row i: her care at IWreldsend.

suggested that I coms over as scon as >o>q1t‘v so I completed my progron:
of plant collecting and set off for wérellsend later that afternoon.

It was a long and tedious drive from ilcios to Vv reldserd anvelllng at

maxuam speed of 20 .1 an hcur tecac ¢ of the reugh terrein., I finull
rrived some time lc,e that nigat ard just fell asleep in the landrover.

The picture of the little calf Jo-t and bewilderad stendineg .t the hles.

panga-slashed head of her deud paren. snorting arnd :haraing 1t the

advar cing hyenas end jack e wnt.? hunger Zinally turred |t avay  Zistudi o

me sleep so I finall- zot vy anl valicd dowlt oo the canp.

tawn was just breaking when T 1.und 0 oae gl\lng the Lali the carly mornin
feed.,  The wounds that ~he juliats uad inflicted had teen fairly bad b'
June had done a marvellous job of cleaning up the worst of it. She to!.’
r@ the full story and that kdi Carth P~L€ ~ud John Paterson werc in
persult of the Juici““s. Rdi ves fater jolned bv Alicdair Mclona?.i
“rom Nature Con 2rvation .1 Windhoel: i3l Garth returr:d to attend .o
urgent matters comnected with tie cas. .
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After working rouid the ¢l ok or 7or cuvs bl and Al doir were ui-lc
LO make the arrests. It is " . often that an operation of this sori |
successiully completed in suchk a shirt time

The Department of Nature CDVD“T\JTIUP iac Tesned a permit for the orrha
to stay at Wereldsend until alternative arrangen.ros could be made <o |
took care of the baby. Sk was a Gelightful ward. 1 took her wal:sdng
mornings and evenings - an expericnce which could well pe describe. us
"An Educaticnal ®hino irail" - . Le~omioas much if not more in thooo .
days than in the nins months of intens.ve obser\.tions on rhino feeding.
! also Tearned thot little rhinos need plenty of commuicative touching a
affection.  Frobably due to peor cresight  che reliec upon a contimii
vocal commmicaticn uttering a sori cf 'hu‘f-pu’”' or plaintive 'meeow’

ad to be answerec 17 T walked too fost <he 'd break into a very siile

r -

.1?& tail up and clmest %owl me over “F 7 diwn': hop ¢t of the wav o o

..
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On the sixth day the Department of Nature Conservation r2moved her to
Etosha. It was sad to have tc part from the little animal but
reassuring to know that she would be in the care of a ve terinary officer.
We hope that she shall return to her home in Damaraland or the Skeleton
Coast Park when she is over any unforeseen problems which mov arise from
her traumatic experience.

The young rhino itakes a aniff et a Wedwitchia piant.



