FAMILY RHINOCEROTIDAE

White rhinocer OS Ceratotherium simum

‘I'he white rhinoceros is a relict from an carlier era when very big mammals,’
ur ‘mega-herbivores’, flourished throughout the world. The species was
common and widely distributed throughout much of sonthern and East
Alvica in prehistoric times, and the reduction in its range in past and recent
limes is aseribed lurgely to hunan huanters (latterly those in quest of rhino
hom). 1t is a relatively casy animad 1o Inmt as it is short-sighted, readily
encauntered at waterpoints and easily upproached from dovnwind.

The white thino makes up about half the total biomass ol large herbivores
in KwaZnlu-Natal's Hlubluwe-Umlolozi Park. It favours short grass, but its
large size allows it to subsist on taller dry grass during the dry seasoun.
Feeding ocenpies about half the white rhinos time, and continues through
both the day and night. In the heat of midday, animals lie up at shady sites
on ridge crests. The grazing pressure the white rhino exerts can convert
extensive areas of medium-tall grasslands into short grasslands. 1t usnally
drinks at dusk or shortly after nigltfull. If forced to travel lonyg distunces to
find waler in the dry season, il drinks only every three to four days.

Daominant niales oceupy nntially

ive territories, bul share their
teritories with oue or more subordinale males. Only the dominant male
scent marks Lhe territory, spraying his urine along boundaries and paths, aml
scattering his dung alter defaccating at middens. Subordinate males bellow
and shrick loudly when challenged. Large dung heaps mark territory bound-
aries. Generally ouly the dominant male consorts and mates with females.

A wnite thino lemale with exceptionally iong hairs gently nuzzles her nearly yearold calf.
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A consorting male attempts to confine females within his territory boundaries,
a process accompanied by loud bellows and snorts from the fewmale and shrill
sqqueals from the male. Capulation Justs 20 minutes or longer.

Outside its hume territory a dominant male bebaves like a subordinate. It
travels to and from water withuat spray-urinating until regaining its own
tersitory, Senous fights way develop when winale, returning from diinking,
has its passigge blocked by a ncighbouring bull. Fights also oceur over terrilory
awnership, the defcated male sometimes remaining in the territory if it
assumes subordinate status. Femades with young inove independently, but
individuals with overlapping honie ranges seem to know one another. Playful
horn jousting develops when the animals meet, and may lead to vigorous

chases which involve adult females as we calves and subadults.

The saving of the white rhinu from extinction is one of the great success
stories of conservation: the few score individuals surviving in the Umfolozi
Reserve at the tum of the century increased under protection Lo reach 2 000
animals by 1970, and perceived overgrzing led to the kiunch of a programme
lo translocate surplus animals, White rhinos have been successtully
re-cstablished in the Kruger and Pikwesherg national parks, i swaller
reserves and on private land. Though the tatal population has increased to
more than 6 000, the species remains threatened by poachers catering for
Lhe continuing illegal trade in rlino hors.
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Owing 1o the Winetabity of the whivs thina
1o poaching, exacl local ons of populoiiorns ore
<onfidentiol. Papulation figwe eswnaies
each counlry are shown.

FIELD CHARACTERISTICS

The third largest land wmammal: adult
males weigh up to 2 000 kg, females
1 800 kg. Shoutder height 1,8 m. Skin
almost hairless, grey in colour. Tiwo
horns (an amalgan of hair-like fibres),
longer in females than in wales, with a
record length of 1,58 m. Mouth wide
and square-shaped, hump on eck.
Penis of male points backwards; testes

Il inarfl; 31 1oed

DISTRIBUTION AND STATUS

Formerly widely distributed through
bushueld aveas of Seuth Africa into
Nenibia, Botswana and Zimbainee;
exterminated by human hunting in
later 19th century, except in - Kica-
Lulu-Natal’s Umfolozi region. feintro-
duced into parts of former range, but
still suffers from poaching. Northern

sulispeecies pevsists only as a remnant
of perhaps 20 aninals in Zaire.

HABITAT
Savanna busheeld, from dry shnd

savanna in Numibia and Botsw

£

SOUNDS

Sounds inchule deep bellows, shrill
syueals and vavious panting and
snorting naises. No alarm call.

FOOD AND FEEDING METHODS
Strictly a grazer; fuvouring short grass

but consuming taller grass when short
1, 1 ]

grass is lable. Grass |
with the lips, the wide mouih
enabling the animal to achicve an
adequate intake.

BREEDING BIOLOGY
Non ! breceer, but most calves

to arcas of mesic savanna in parls
of Zimbabwe. Absent from open
grassland regions.
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are conceived in the wet season
and born carly in the dry season.
Gestation 16 months. Single offspring
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Rninoceroses, like other pachyderms, eajoy bathing in mud wallows, en activity which kee;
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The male while shincceros is territorial Bulls mark out their ‘eritories by celaeccting

ot lattines ond by means of powerful backwards squits of uine onlo scrape marks

made by the hindleel.

stays with mother for 2-3 years, until
neat calf is bor. Fewales first gice
birth at about 8 years, males reach
maturity at 10-12 years.

SOCIAL SYSTEM
AMales tervitorial, with dominant male

occupying mutually arca of

2=5 knv’, but one or more subordinate

watles snay share o tervitory. Females
have overlapping home ranges. en-
compassing screral wale territories.
Fewales wsually single, accompanied
by a calf, but may join subaduits in
groups wunbering 3-10° animals.
Tervitory holder joins a female for
5-10 days prior to mating, attempting
to confine her to his tevritory.

ps them cool ord protects them against extenal skin garasites



