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12. The Rhinoceros (Rhinoceros unicornis) of Nepal has been given a special status. Since the
times of Jung Bahadur, the killing of rhinoceros without the permission of the ruler of the
country has been prohibited. In ancient days the rhinoceros was distributed from
the Punjab to Burma, but at present this Great Indian One<horned Rhinoceros is restricted

to small areas mainly in Assam and Nepal.

In 1950 there were about 800 rhinos in the Rapti Valley of Chitwan, but by 1973
their population had been reduced to about 200 individuals. This rapid disapperance
was due to poaching and excessive destruction of their habitat by grazing and- cultivation.
Experts have predicted that the rhinoceros will be extinet from Nepal by 1980 unless they
can be protected from poachers and their habitat preserved. In spite of medical research
proving that the horn is composed of hardened hair and lacks bio~chemical or hormonal
properties, poachers still find a market among these who prey upon backward and credulous
people. Superstitions have caused the demand for rhinoceros horn for religious worship,

medicines and aphrodisiacs.

Male rhinos may reach 6 ft. long but females are smaller. The gestation period is

about 19 months and the calf stays with its mother until it is

3-5 years old.






