1498

" STAND AWHILE AND AT
4 History of the Saffron Walden Museum
by Len Pole

In September , 1832, three gentlemen strollec} acroeiswt!’?:.iiass in
front of the xuined keep of Valden c§st1e, decp‘m ccmei),‘s‘i._l 31.1 ]. cor
They were tallring avout the possibility of putiing up a.f rln;én o‘g;n ”
use as & msecun, as well as for othesx purposes, Onebz b ‘LS(:hola.r
the land; this was Lorxd Braybrooke of Am_iley Bnd, no e?ftn,ws y
and antiquarian, who, in furtherance of his rural :.nﬁer:.: sr‘ :nn s
involved with the nowly-formed Horticultural Sooiety: an ¥a:he o
that it should have a suitable place to_meet. Another '9 e e ety
was Jabez Gibson, of the well-kmown femilyof ml'tsters_hnowr‘!;.r e
taken up banking, He was the most interested of all nz S* vl;f ha.d
Museum, The third wasg John P::.ag.rei, a ﬁn :i‘ogxaz;? f_lrix:ezsi ts, v

ecad; t together a 'museum'-like collec « F
:{e.:m{ir I_;’; Walden after having to give up his job at the Adm:.:cil‘zs‘in
London for health reasons. He was an Overseer of ?hef Poof an s
at that time doreloping his ideas about spade husbandry as a pra

way of alleviating poverty.

These were not the only people interested_in ‘ah? ide':*.'of starting
a Museum. ‘'hey wore sometimes joined in thelr.deilbelﬁ.lens gys}ma
Thomas Spurgin, & surgeon in the town. ILater in the Qeia.ile,d othe
Clarke,a - mitster, and his brother Joseph g.lso became mlg Lve ""ra.‘tor
formexr as Hon, Curator, and the latter as a day-to-dey admini s ]-: .
Jabez! brother, Francis,Gibson, was also interested at this eaxly

stage.

Ideas about a Museum wexe first put T.o paper in Se;r!;m?ber 18%%.
in pfeparation for the Horticultural Society's fm.r.mal !)J_.m.:er, follow-
ing the Annuzl Show.  John Player's account in his mforflogrgphy
appears to be almost a verbatim record of his speech at the g:.:‘n'{er.
It includes the following: “"In consequence‘of a proposal o;m.h.
Jabez Cibson's, we have an idea that thez_‘e will soon Ee‘at ou.i booka
disposal, at a reasoncble rent, a convez}:.ent a.pa.rteeno fax owr books,
into which also may be introduced the first germ of 2 Museum seeee
and who oon say +that this little beginning of a Waldensian Museum
m2y not at least rival some in situations less fa..\'?m.:a.ble ts ]
collectors”. 'The house was probably the one aljoining wl:a., was then
called the Catile Marlket vhich was used as the venue for uh?oflrst
meeting of the Natural History Society on Novembe? 22nd, 18).:."
However, it is clear that this was only being useé as o moeting P}aoe
at this time. That the Bury Hills was thought of as thie most suitable
site for the Iluseum is confirmed in a letter from' Loxd Braybrooke to
John Player, elso quoted in his autobiography:  “Vhat I shonld most
like would be to sec the ground between the Chuach and the Castle
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converted into a garden and the ruin fitted up as a Musewn without
the external appearanoce of $he walls being a2ltered or disfigured.”
In addition, yough notes in Player's hand, bound into one of the
Registers in thoe Maseum, corroborate this. In September, after the
site visit with Lord Braybrooke, John Player, Jabez Gibson, Thomas
Spurgin, Francis Gibson and Iir. Youngman met at the Castle " .., and
thought it reasonable to ley out the Bury Hills and build o Museum if
it could be dcne®,

It was done. Loxd Braybrooke, in his Mistory of Audley Endv,
published in 1838, but written in 1834-5, reports: ¥va large Maseum

There are 2lso vooms provided in the same building for the Horticul-
tural Sooiety, and the members of the Literary Institution; who
assemble occasionally to read Papers upon subjscts not connected with
theology o politiosi, What is most interesting about this desorip-
tion is that it refers to only that part of the present building
wvest of the Great Hall. The author goes on in his desoription:
"Adjoining the Museum a. spacious room, to be called the Agrionl tural
Hall, ocapable of containing three hundred persons, has just bheen
completed by the author of these pages, as therc was no place adapted
to publio meetings in the tov 5 but the principcl object iz to
accommodate the Walden Agricultural Society™,

There is therefore no doubt that a building existed for the
purpose of being used as a Mugeum before 1835;  this is confirmed by
the terms of the leaze drawn up 13th October, 1834, hetween Lord
Braybrooke and 12 gentlomen of the town charged with %he responsibility
of administering the new building (this group later became Imown as
the Castle Hill Society) which refers to "A1l that building thereon
lately erected and built by the said Richard Griffin Lord Braybrooke
and now used as and for a Museunm (emcept the lorge room at the East
end of the s2id Musewn czlled the Agricwltural Hall ,,," However,
there is 2lso no doubt that the house adjoining the Cattle Marylet
continued to be used, for accoxding to the minutes of the Watural
History Society for February 11th, 1835, "the interval between 31st
December and the present has been occupied in removing oases and
Specimens from the House so kindly and so liberally lent to this
Society since its first institution to the new Building on the Castle
Hill¥.,  There is no evidence that the house was opened o o iuseun
at any time, and therc is plenty of evidence that the nev building
was not opened as a lMuseunm before 12th May, 1835, ‘his comes from
the minutos of the Natural History Society, from Player's introduction
to the Abridsed Catalogue, and from manuserint notes of ilathan
Maynard, the fatier of the first paid Curator of the Museun, who
himself started a small private Museum in Whittlesford; "fow 9 5th
May 35 I hove been to Walden today to see 2 new Iusewn which has been
opened there this week sese in a new building near ihe ancient Castlc...
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Fow I should love the opportunity of visiting a oollceiion of this
sort when I please. This day set apart for the public at one . .
shiiling each -~ I entered my name in a book kept there for the .
purpose”, This vas the anly time non-mombers of the Socicty or their
guests vere alloved in to the Museum before the 1680s. “he Museum
on the first floox of the new building vas being made ready during
the firs% menths of 1835, and was duly opened for the fiwst time at

11 a2.m. on Tuesday, Hay 12th, the Revd. Robert Fisle delivering an
address to the Company in explanation of the objeciives of the
Trustees, Refrcshments were then served.

From May, 1835, onward, the Museum was open to subscribers on
one afterncon a week in the summer months. It clo=ed each winter
and was then rc-opened, in the words of Eerbert Coller, a lator
Curator, “with great ceremony" each succeeding Moy, with a leocture
by an eminent scholar, The handbills printed each yoar to remind
subscribers of the ro-opening and that subscrintions were due stated
YAdmission by tioket only“., This arrangement continued until the
1880s.  The first mention of the Museum being morc generally open
is in Hart!'s Almenack for 1887 where it is said that application can
be made "on the premises to lir. Maynaxd, Curatoxr®, In cddition, the
Almanaok staged the Museum to be “"Open 9 = 5 every dey, except Sundays,
Good Friday and Christmas Day, asmission by subscription ticket,
oxdér of the Trustees ... or application to the Curntor". . Some-
where about this time, daily admiesion without charge commenced, and
with the addition of Sunday opening, a tradition started during the
First Vorld Wer, and re-established in 1936, has oontimued to +this day.

What was the Museun like in 18357 Nathan Moymard hoc leoft us
the only oontemporary description by an outsider of whal the Muscum
contained whon it first opened. "Stuffed birds and animals « shells,
birds' eggs, nests, skeletons and several bones of the mammoth ~ a
beautiful rhinoceros, stuf{fed, which stands in the centre of the Yo0m,
Indian curiosities, insects, casts of heads, medals, mincrals,
petrifactions, cto., eto., head of an elephont, of a hippopotarms,
horse, oow, edec.} the head of the elephant could be »mart of the one
vhich was leter set up in its entirety.

The story of the elephant is worth telling, since it soon became
the single most famous object in the Museum. It arrived, together
with a large number of other enimels and birds, as 2 result of a ° .
letter written by Honnibal Dunn, one of the founder members of the
Natural Histoxy Socicty, tc his brother Robert, of Algoa Moy, South
Africa, in 1833, At a meeting of the Committee in Decerber of that
year, the recoipt of a bill from Robert Dunn for all the items he had
sent, amounting to £492, 8s. 21d, was reported. The Committec
adjoumed to consider its reply to this "remarimble circumstance.
After some deley the animals arrived and Jabez Gibson agrecd to purchase
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some of them; others were offered to Museuns elsevhere,  “he
elephant was onc of the animals purchascd by Gibson, and was eventu-~
alq.y set up in the iluscum in 1837.  The skin was prepaxred by Thomas
Smith, a looal tanner, and stuffeqd vwith strav over an iron frame by
William Spicer, o blacksmith.,  The work was directed by Josewh
Claxke, who moge a model clephant to act as cuide, 1“5_115.11[3' the
great slin with styaw was obviously thirsty woxl; dn a surviving
copy of the bill, 9} gallons of beer was paid for {at 2s, -ep gldlon).
The i1l totalled £24 1s.  'The elephant occupicd pride or‘pla,ce in
the Museun, as can be seen in the frontispiece o the abridged
catalogue, published in 1 845, ) N

The lMuscum yoom very quickly became too small. Tn 1837, Lord
Braybrooke agreed to add two large xooms at the back, onc on the
ground {loor and one above (now the "Worlds of Man® &llery)
together with two other small rooms, referred to as 'a ootta./’ve' for
the caretaker to ocooupy., It is likely that the upper of th;.'ze’two
Tooms Wwas immediately filled with the objects displaced by the arrival
of the newly mounted elephent. In 1838 ang 1839 the Eszoex Literary
Journal supplied first-hand accounts of the Tre—oponing ceremonies,
The earlier oorrespondent deseribed the displays briefly adding
that he “must seize some other hour when the throng is léss gay end
'bh:I 1au§'x 1e55 lotllld ‘to notice in detail the varied rolics he;e
gathereqd .,, 'he lecture on this i 3y s
Sedgwiok, lasted for three l:ouL:t;slh1 °ceasions Ty Professor Adan

One of the most notable additions to the collecti 5 1
renarl‘ced upon by the REsszex Literaxy Journal, was tgzlggonl'?}f;f]}.:éc"
(now in 1-935 restored to its former glory).  He was foamons in life
as '!:he first lion Ssuccessfully reared in captivity in thig country
having been boxm in Edinburgh in 1812, He took part in the last :;.nd
m9s1: notorious fight with dogs in Warwick in 1825-zmd died ot the
ripe old age ol 25 in 1838: this was an especially remorimble age
for e menazeric animal, since they were often badly treaied and mal-
nourished. e had belonged to Wombwell's menagerie vhich was famous
throughout the land,  Georse Wombwell vas born at Duddennoe lind )
and donated o number of animals to what he regerded as hig lo;al’
Museum, as well as to other places, including Cambridie University,

Az well as additions to the collections, there vere oocasions
when the oppesite oocurred. The most notorious time was in October
1842, _wl_men a quantity of gold and silver cdins were stelen, A '
Surprising element in the story is the speed with which the Trustees
acted, particularly Joseph Clarke, who went to Londion obt:'incdgtho
c_ons:;:n'b of lier I jesty's Government to put up half t%é re\':::m mOﬂe-
ontam?d 2 list of the uissing coins and had g poste: prin"’;od e
a,dvef‘b::.si_n(; the rewaxrd of £100, all within two days of the theft
And this bafore the days of telephones, and evon i)cforc the railv;my

95



paffed g foxr o8 VYendens Ambo! There were several cuspcets, the
most likely being John Wright, the son of the caretaier oi_’ the
building. In December, 1842, an old friend of his ccllled Abbott
claimed he sow Vright go into a coin-dealex's in Aldgate and sell
some old coins, John Wright was arrested and brought before the
Saffron WValden megistrates, However, the dezlers couwld not
positively identify him and it was not possible o prove that the
coine s0ld were the same as those taken from the ilasewn. VWright
was acquitted. Joseph Clarke was most amnoyed at this, In some .
notes he left he says: ... we do not consider thot we have done
with cither him or the megistrates yet'.

A comprehensive listing of the collections was made by John Player
in 1844 end published the following year. It was said to be the
first {1lustrated catalogue to a Museum to be published in this
country. As well as descriptive chapters, it contained an illustra-
tion of the inside of the Museum, with elephant, rhinoceros, giraffe,
the pancls painted by Cipriani, some Australian aboriginal weapons,
stuffed birds and Roman pottery. The catalogue itsell included
‘sections on birds, reptiles, fishes, etc., as well as tie then
popular subjcet of phrenology, also specimens illustrating the "habits
of veyious nations",

This latter topic was becoming a speciality of the Ifuseum which
it has maintained with greater or lesser enthusiasm cver since. The
first such items were donated by the Marchioness Cornwallis, oonsist-
ing of samples of lace-~bark from the West Indies made up into a child's
dress and ocap of about 1830, Two early collections, from south-
eastern Australia and the Pacific Islands are of intexmotional
importance. DBobh were donated by the men who had colleoted them.
John Helder Vedge was a. suxveyor in Tasmania, vhose fathex lived in
Shudy Camps, and who was one of the earliest settlers of the Wexxribee
area near Melbourne in 1836. Most of the aborifinal objects vere
oollected there, but some came from New South Wales! aborigines
living in Tasmania, The other man was George Bennet who had been
employed by -the London Missionary Society to inspect their
missionary stations perticularly in the Pacific area, ie travelled
around the world between 1821 and 1829, His conneetion with Saffron
Walden was teruous; he kmew Revd. Sriffinhoofe, vicar of Arkesden,
an early supporter of the Museum, and presumably beoame avare of the
Museum!s existence through him.

The necd fox more space to house the ever-increasing oollections
contimed, In 1842, Lord Braybrooke was approached with a proposal
to raise the oeiling in the Agricultural Hall and inscxt on extra
floor %o be used by the Netural History Society, but this was tumed
down. A second proposal, for an 'ommamental gallexy'! at the west
end of the Hell, with an entrance from the Museum Room throuzh a
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doorwey in the chimney breast, met with a similar fate, but has
recently been revived,

The fame of the Muscum was still spreading in thc 19th century.
This may have becn pertly to do with the inclusion of the elevhant
in the Great Txhibition of 1851, The Trustecs had agreed o a
request from the Exhibition's organisers to borrow i, so that an
Indian howdzh could be displayed on it, despite its Africon origins.
The removel of the beast from the first flooxr, down the stairs and
out throush the front door must have been very carefully excouted, as
there could only have been & fow inches to spare, The sight of it
travelling to London (probably by train from the recently-opened
station at Wendens Ambo) no doubt orcated a stir.

Despite the good reputation that the Museum hed at this ‘time,
finance wos beooming an increasing problem. The Trustees had to
dig into their pockets rcgularly, as the Treasurecrs' acocounts show,
Documents from the archives also indicate an atmosphere of decline
glowly setiling over the Museum between the 18503 and the 18703,
Nevertihcless, there were important additions to the colicetions,
ineluding the two clunch mentelpieces from R. D. Timrgoedts house in
the Market Square, which was pulled down to make woy for the cattle
market in 1355,

In 1872 the Fusewn at Sudbury in Suffolk found iisclf in such a
bad way that the oollections had to be sold, Fortun atcly for this
Museum, Villizm Murray Tuke attended the sale and bought 2 number of
items, many of which were later deposited here,

A similar fate might have befallen this Muscum hed it no been
for the beneficance of Geoxge Stacey Gibson who in the 16008 endowed
the Museum in such a way as to give i% a new lease of life. It vas
not simply a matter of direct financial help. Gibson was responsible
for the extension to the Youn Hell in 1679, which included an Assembly
Hall, rendering the Agricultural Hall redundant as o mecting place.

It was therefore asweed that the Natural History Society shouwld take
over the entire museum building., He was also responsibvle for the
payment of the Cuxator as well as for othor exponses attendent upon
the re-orpenisation of the Musewm.

The {irst paid Curator of the Museum was Geoxge inthan linymard,
of Whittlesfoxd., Although he was first employed o5 o C:.a:e’caicer, it
wes soon reclised that he had = much greater range of skills thon any
of his predecessors, Since his father had made collections of his:
own, Ioynaxd was already familior with some of ‘the requireitents
necessaxy for the proper organisation of museum collections, which
wes expetly what was requiredmitthat time. His firet tasks related
to the physiosl movement of material from the first floor to the
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newly-released spnoc in the Agriculturai Hall and clsevherc on the
ground floor. He also started to keep records of new acguisitions

ig bound volumes, a procedure which is still kept wp today., His
Registors are thanicfully filled with his dravings which have helped
enormously with the problems of identification. In addition, the
work which we nov call conservation was an importont part of his
dutics, althoush the treatment methods used in the 1¢th cenlury are
quite diffexont from those in use today. Little distinction was nade,
fox instonce, between conservation and restoration, in which some
attemnt was mole to mzke the object 'look like new!.

One of the many objects moved downstairs in 130C ox 1881 was the
elephent, which tool pride of place in the new srrangement., The
firstv floor gnlleries were refurbished to accommodate the inereasingly
importont collections of -ceramics and glass, most of which werc - .
accumlated through the generosity of William Iurmay Tule and Henry
Stear, who was the locel Medical Officer of Health at the end of the
19th centuxy. _'The Muscum was sufficiently improved by 1867 to be
given first class status in 2 report prepared by the British
Association for the Advancement of Science, It iz a pazticularly
interesting docunent as it &ave for the first time an overall picture
of museum provision throughout the country,

In 1904 Guy Jiaynard took over the Curatorship from his father.
He hed growm up in the building and perhaps it was this which
encouraged thc use of the Museum for teaching which chazacterised
his time here., Up 4o the end of the 19th century, Miseums wore not
thought of as places suitable for popular education. “hose wHo
were alrecady Imowledgeadle could derive some benefit from such
places, but others had little point of contact with the musew: dis-
plays. Althouzh pupil teachers at the Training College had been
borrowing objects for a number of years at the end of the 19th
century, and proprictors of schools had been ellowed to bring in up
to six pupils at azy one time, there wore no ooncessions to ignorance
in the way the Juseum was laid out or labelled. (y iimyrard changed
the arrongement of one of the ground floor rooms in 1915 so that
children cowld cif down and be shown things fvom 4lic collections,
He also produced a numves of explanatory drewings of the wzy the
area of the town looked during different historical periods, and
used othicr ways of telling children about ihe develenment ol the
town. lie was ppobably one of the f irst curators in the countxy to
Place such emphasis on teaching within the Musewm, He 2lso net aside
an arca for the preparation of new displays, another intercsting
devclopment o such an carly period,

The Jceows was kept open during the first world wors although it

was subjected to heavy wear and tear from soldiers on leave or
stationed ncarby., After one was caught trying to wrench the
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donations box off its plinth, visits by soldiers were resirieted to
the weckends, when milita: lice were on duty ot all times.
’ Xy po.

The Txustees werc again concerned about lack of snace at that
time, In 1917 they bought some cottages in Castle Stwect behind the
Maseum (nos. 36 - 40) with the intention of knoeking them down and
extending the Masown building northwards. Forbu ately fox those
living there now, the war put a stop o their plans. In 1914 the
Curator moved into one of *ne cottages, releasing his rooms in the
miseun for displays: local geology was put in one, and the results
of the Wolden Survey in another. The Walden Survey was dirceteé
by George Moxwis, a history moster at the Friends! School, who
worked closely with Guy Maynard, and succeeded him as Eonorary Curator
for some years, The Curator's former living room in the luscum is
nov part of the spcoial exhibition area. The other ocottages were
let or later sold.

In 1918 Faynardi left to work at Ipswich Museum, where he pursued
a distinguished career., After some time he was replaced by Hubert
Collar, who had had no rrevious experience of museums nnd therefore
worked togethexr with George Morris. The Natural Histoxy Society
experienced another period of extreme financial difficultyin the
19205 and 19305, in common with many other museuns up and dowm the
country, The sane problems, of lack of space in an ill~maintoined
building, besct Mr. Collar as they had beset the other cuzators.

In 1923 the so-~called bird room also contained tapestries, var
relies and ocak earvings! Since some finance came Srom the Natural
History Society, hc sought to increase its membershin; he also
solicited help from local societies, In 1921 the Amateur Dramatic
Society donated half the proceeds of one of itz productions to help
the Museums In 1923 and 1924 the amount put in the donations box
declined, but not the number of visitors; this was possibly a sign
of harder times, or an indication that the Muscwn was less well
appreciated.

Onc cause foxr celebrations during this period was %he occasion of
the joint centcnary of the Literaxy and Scientific Insiitution and
the Natural Tiistory Society and its Muscum on July gth, 1932,

There was 2 recephion by members of the Tuke family in the aftcrnoon,
followed by short %alks held in the Parish Room, the !mscun and

the Castle xuins, and a concert, also in the Castle wuins. ‘he
confusion which lias subsequently arisen about the timing of both

this celebrotion and the recent 150th anniversary stems from the
lack of diztinction thet the organisers of the ocentenary oelebrations
made between the Natural History Society and thc Imseun, As the
above account has, I hope, made clear the first foimal necting of the
Society tooit place in Hovember 1832, the first opening of the Museum
in lMoy 1035, The two occasions were kept quite separate by William
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Favill Tuke during hiz talk on the 'Barly History of the Literary and
Scientific Institution and the Museum' y glven in 1932, cven though
its title is confusing,

With the condition of the Museum building deterioraiing and additions
to the oollections continually being made, it was inevitable that
some 'rationalisation? of the older coliections would take vlace,
Some of the larger mammals, like the giraffe, wore disposed of in the
1920s, During and after the second world war, attention tummed to
the ethnography collectiong. The famous Hawaiion feather cloak had
been packed away for safe keeping duxing the war, It had been
given o the Trustees by the Rector of Widdington in 1038, he having
received it from his brother-in-law, who was chicf attendont to the
King and Queen of the Hawaiian Islands during their visit to this
country in 1824, The cloak is a most splendid and important piece.
It was deoided after the war to sell it through commercial chonnels,
so that repairs could be made to the roof of the Musoum building.

It was bought by the Royal Scottish Museum, together with o small
number of other Hawaiian objects, and is now on dieplay in Bdirburgh.

Some other items fdisappeared' with loss notioe taken of them by
the Museum suthorities. The period after the wer was z time when a
few enthusinstioc collcetors of ethnographice .scoured the country's
smaller museums knowing they contained many forgotien items, What
is surprieing in the case of Saffron Walden is that so little of note
wag disposed of in this wey - a pair of feather roscites and saae
prieces of barlzoloth, some of which were more reeently s0ld ot
Christies,

Mr. Collar retired as Curator in 1948 after 27 years! service.
His place vas taken by a Hr. lndrews, still remembered by sone as a
gaunt gentleman in a black cloak. When he arrivel, hc remarked that
he found the displays 'a meaningless jumble!, tut, like his predo-
cessors, he soon learned thet it was impossible to do anytning
meaningful with them in the financicl situation that prevailed at the
time, However, in 1952, he started a school loans gervice, offering
specimeng guch 2s insects, birds, coins, tokens and sionc age items
to the inercaming number of schools that were interested in using
the Huseum, It may have been pertly the pressurc that this interest
brought to bear on the Essex County Council which resulted in small
amounts being granted by the Cowncil's Education Comnitiee to the
Museum to assist in maintenance. t was 2iso as a result of
inercasing: conecemn being shown by the Borouih Council, porticwlarly
through the Wown: Clexl:, Mrx, H. C. Stacey, they rate supnost Lacame a
regular clement in the Museum's finsnces during ths 195Gs, Dy 1957
the Couneils wewe of the opinion thet some rerresentziion on “he
Museun's Corraittee of Hanagement was necessary in viow of their
increasing involvement, As a result of discassion betwecn all the
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interested parties, a new body was formed - the Saffron Welden Musoum
Society, with its Management Committee, in 1958,

New offioers werc also employed; initially Dorothy Monteith, who
had been writing a detziled thesis on the develompment of the town,
followed by Gillian Chanman (later Spencer). It was Krs, Spencer
who put forward and later implcmented the most fax-roaching changes
in the laycut and organisation of the Musews since 1380, It °
involved setting aside some of the areas formexly used fexr display
as storage romms, The new displays included only a sclcebion of the
material eveilable for each topic rether then cveryr object the Miseum
possessed, as they had done before. The less pelatable side to
this reorganisation was that many of the natural ‘history speoimens
were disposed of. @his c¢rcated mch’ controversy in the tomm, part-
icularly when it was discovered that the new Managenent Committee
intended to get rid of the elephant and other remeining tropical
mammals, Despite this opposition, the elephant was sold to a family
in Bath, and could be seen for some years afterwards standing beside
some trees in a garden. A recent search in Bath has not resulted in
@ single picce of the skin or framework being located,

The rcorganisation work was undertaken with finencial assistance
from the Carnegie UX Trust, A great number of changes $ook place,
not only in the Great Hall, where new cases are ingtalled, but also
in the first floox gallcries. fThe worlk wes continued by Suganna " .
Davis aftor !frs. Spencer left, and later by Greham Tunter. The
Menagement Committee still found it difficult to make onds meet, even
with grants fiom the local authorities (incﬂ.uding the Rural District
Council by tiis time). The Committee had once again to consider
selling items vhen the opportunity came in 1966 to purchase the
freehold of the old snhool building on Museum Strzcth. The purchase
was agreed, but only at the cost of some valuchble gold coins, The
inoreasing meintenance cogts of the main building were olso giving
couse for ocnoerm. Once again the problem was temporarily solved
by sellins ocolleotions, but the lanagement Committec was beginning
to reelise that to contime to solve the Museum's finonecial problems
in this woy vould end up with a finely maintained building devoid of
collections., A longer term solution was needed,

Whatever is to be said about the reorgonisation of loca) govern-
ment in 1974 and the creation of the new District Council of
Uttkesford, thexe is no doubt that it ceme into oxistence not a
moment too scon for the Saffron Walden ifuscum. After lengthy
discussions betireon the new Council, the Esscx County County Couneil
and the Museun Society, not to mention consultations with the
Chgrities Commissicn, alterations to the Society's oconstitmtion were
agreed, The museum buildings and collections verce placed on .
licence to the District Council, who accepted »ceponsidility for
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their maint.nence and the remmeration of the staif. Znug, Jor the
first time in its cxistence the Museum was given tho peossibility of
financial st:bility, which allowed realistic long-temn vplamning to
take place, In the past ten years the Museunm staff have been able
to implement mnjor inmprovements in every arem of tho fuscwn!s
activities - not just in the gelleries but also behind the seenes,
with the provision of a conservation laboratory for the trcatment of
2l) the varied collections, and with atmospherically controlled areas
for the siorase of rcserve collections and study collections.

The most important project facing the Muscum in the next fow -
years is the roorganisztion of the Great Hall, The displays have
not been racicelly altered since 1960; in adéition, o great many
items have becn added to the collections since then, within the
disciplines of natural history and archseology, rmuch of which is
worthy of display. The project therefore includes the insestion of
a baloony on threc sides of the room (a distant echo o onc of the
plans of the 1840s!) which will double displey spooe, as well as
provide for extra study and storage erees. Anoither important
element in the scheme is the 1ift whaich will, for the first tine,;
allow access for the disabled to the whole of the Museun.

Bditorts Noto: Hr, Len Polc became Curator of the IMuseun in 1974,
He continues to izcop the high stendaxrd set for the I rceun in the past.
Among his imnovations is the Walden History Gallery; ond numerous
small specinlised exhihitions keep up locel interest in inc Museun,

IIE SPORY OF WALLACE OUR LIOH
by Mary Wnitcman

Wellaoe is no legend, He cxisted s a famous lion of the 19th
centvmy, bred in Rdinburgh, hence his nome, e was the undefeated
hero of the notorious lion and dog fights (2 revival of the sport of
the Royal Stuzrts) that ook place for years at Vorwick, elthough
angrily oppesed in the national press.

But why does Viellacs (stuffed of course and lotely vefurbished)
stand so heroioc2lly in the Mdscum of the little towvm of Scoffron
Walden where he has been on view since 1838, chortly ofter his demise?
The ansver cau be read in the Maseum's. fi®st catzlogue of 18453~
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Fom. Felidae

Lion Bazbarus Grey (The Lion Wallace)
Presented by Mr, G. Wombwell,

This animel iz remarkable as the {irst lion bred Jn this
oountry and was during his life of 25 years in the
oolleotion of Mr. G. Wombwell, surviving his battle with
the dogs at Waxwick, several years.

The neme of Wombwell -~ Woomell in Essex - figures unobtrusively
in thn entry, but 1t is around George Wombwoll, famous: showman, thet
the whole story revolves. Born 1777 in Duddenhoc End, a small
village oussido Saffron Walden, he had from ohildhood the unoanny
ability to handle any animal or other wild ercature, At twenty he
was working as a2 shoe maker in London and in his spare time
watohing shiploads of wild animals from distant countriss being
unloadad ot the Landon Dooks to satisfy the growing ouriosity of an
ignorant public,

By ohzcnoe he bought for £75 two large boa oconstriotors because
most dealers werc norvous of smakes. Not George Wombwoll, who
quiokly and oonfidontly established a rapport with them, He began
to exhibit them and within e.month paid off their purchase price,

The experiencc was to shape his future; the desire to own a oolleotion
of animals wos fired by every visit to the Docks, and his energy and
embition wexe so powerful that by the time he wao thirty he had set
his menageric on the road.

From tho first it was an outsiending sucoess, In time he had
three menogeries and they were to travel over the Unitéd Kingdom
for the next lundred years., His first menageric with its large
iron cages on wagons drawn often by as many a8 six horses, rumbled
along the rough country roeds to the fairs of big and little towms,
the most important of =11 being 8%, Bartholomew!s Fair in London,
The animals were said to be kept healthy by the jolting and bumping
that gave them involuntary oxercise!

Morcover, Wombwell devcloped eerly a flair for showmanship,
His wagons boxe searifying pictures of savage beasts and his natural
oommand over animals oould sct spectators! blood tingling, This
was important beoause the rivalry between Wombwell and other early
menageries such as Atkins and Hiltons was intense, The raoing to
be first at o Fair oould even end in physical violenoe wizh tent
poles, while animals roared and even escaped and caravens ovorturned.

The taming of wild animnle had & grim history, such as the

breaking of = pofforming bear's hones to prevent the fotal hug, the
borberous torture with red hot ivans, the whipu, the gontimuous lopd
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o of metals and dyums to terrorise them into sul:misrs:fon.

'ﬁiixslgi:;;rz ngl\e.' gt:.ng replaced wit]1'w1:1tbw§dhmm; ;’etlf:gti;ng;u;t

i i 2 ' ol 0 bu u; V
ﬁca:lizﬁem?daﬁngﬁ:i.ml F.;wi?zourse has noij been 1ong‘m1qeritood
endwﬁa,s instinotive with the gifted Wombwell. It %n;.bicu b_:\-mqj_m:l
appear &aring when he entered the cag: of o 1&:.:309.31 ~:1L~r°§o-“a c .
and must have fascinnted the young Princess V:Lctoz:s.::. W) i\.]x:xm -tvvgpi‘ivc
at Windsor before and after shc was Queen. Altogothex e

commend periormrnoes.

Why then Bid he betray his gift by roviving the brutal 1101:1 :‘u.ld
do figh’u:: of Stuart times in 18257 Vas it ambition for pubh;lvy,
orgthe fortunc that the betting worxld promised in ‘t}.q.s ‘so;ﬁ}‘eeven
sport? Costs of maintaining his menageries wexre high - ‘c& 3 frnte
said to have lost o colleciion crossing the ;nsh Sea,_ ;‘;_I;L-. uhe_ Y{Lﬂ
promised o high oosh flow. So we find him in the 0lé Faotory Ya
on the outskirts of Warwick. On two sides ojl.‘ thc:‘ square ex;:pgr .
windows fox spectators, each paying from one to five gui;xca oy
gseat, The other two sides of the squa.reIn (:;ntainsd ? ggls!:ix; W ed

tion of cages on their wagons. r e central holl 0
zﬁf;;ih{ca@, with bars widely spaced to enablc the dogn to xun in

and out freely.

~ dogs werc usually of the mastiff, bull terrier ox
lurc;-:zf 1’:?;;(1, :;he lurchers Ymown for their widg mouths . lmzeiof:
the show they woxe on view at *The Green Drz*.(:gon . Bight ec
brought up on the previous night and locked in a shied tog.geﬁhzi.
They fought violently amongst themselves.a.r?d in theﬂmom:f.n‘,’d I‘ie
keeper found one dead and another badly injured. oumz:al.s?“,
said: "They shouldn® of fought; they was on the same side!l

The six remaining dogs, straining at the leash, were led :E.nto ﬂ*:he
arens where the lion from his travelling cage regardeQ then w};{th se
same mild ocuriosity he had extended to"ohc 500 spectators. “]he we. &
the handsome Hewro, the public's favourite for many yoorse cnta.m
cheers George Wombwell appeared, Nero's cage was moved clese ug :he
the big cagc. Wombwell joined the lion, then passed 'l‘.h:gu@ ;o
large cage “Nero foilowing him as tamely as a Newfoundland dogh.

il o8 O ¢ of amazement, then more checxs u3 the first
thre;hgzzsw:;rc ﬁgascd ond darted between.the bars 'E‘.o atsack the
lion. But Hero vno had only experienced kindness ond nevlujr m;».?m
ehery, fooed the dogs as if he did not know what was cxpe‘cs.edtov 1;1!1.
The dogs lLiad no such doubts. They huried themselves at his throat,

bit his nose, tore at his mane. VWith a woax of poin his mighty paws

- T . e -
brshed them off = unhurt, they reh:.rned.to ti}e vicious a:buac-]., teoar-
ing at his neck and fender dewlap. Agein and azain he shook: ox

G ther £ i ¥ is paws but never Lis teath Yo defend
brushed them off, using only his paws
himselfi.,
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Tho cheers of the crowd subsided uncasily as the lion endicavoured
to get away from his tormentors. What kind of a. fight was this?
At last Wombwell oxdered the dogs to be called off. Hero crawled '
back to a ooiner, torm and blceding.  Desperctely, Wombucll revived
him with buckets of water, suppressing any feelings of remorse at - .
what he was doing, Perhaps in the second round Nero would show o
lion's rage.

It was not to be. ° The lest three dogs were {rech and ficfce
for the fight, Agnin, Nero used only his paws., This 4imc tho
dogs. ripped him beocsuse he was unable to use his pavs properly as he
tried to keep his footing on a floor wet from the sluicing, It wes
2 piteous ending, the derisive cries of the crowd aimed both at
Wombwell anc the defeated Nero.

However, Wombwell was not yet defeated. With his reputation at
stake, he was prepering to risk bringing on the young lion, Wallace,
very strong, tamed but not trained and still unocertain,

His onnouncemcnt of the new contestant appeased the orowd who -
were now oonfident in theix dogs. Wallace stood quitc still as the
dogs rushed through the bars and leapt to the attack. Wallace
replicd instantly by clapping his paw heavily on one and seizing the
seoond in his tecth, and with a shake, walking round the cage as if
he wes a cat with a mouse, Then he shook him off and picked up
the first, stil1 stunned, and repeated his disdeinful walk as if
trained to do it, The dogs had to be dragged to safety through the
bars while Waollace sa% on his heunches in obvious anticipation of
the next two. )

Twice more, with veriations, Wallace dealt with his attackers,
Thus, in onc appearance, Wallace established his reputation. During
the years of his battling, larger, stronger and more numerous dogs
had to be found to bring the nccessary drema to the cracl sport,

The years vent by and cven the most victorious lion mat fight
his last batitle. Yot in death Wallace vas still to remain
"vampant!, for Georse Wombwell presented his champion to the new
Museum in his home town - Seffron Velden. He was put on view to
the public and for the occasion of the present 150th anriversary
celebrations he has benefitted from some expert rejuverc ting
treatment.

The nose \za.0ll oovered with scars, out few arc viciblc on hin
as he sitands roady to greet the visitors of todey.

Footnotes: At onc time Wallace lived in a veritcble jungle in
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Saffron Walden Museum. Iany of his animal componions were sent by
Wombwell from his stock, but there was also another loozl b<_)y,
Robert Dunn,; an African hunter, who regularly supplied. speoimens of
his trophies to oxder, including en African clephent w::_.ch w:qzs Z{.ocmed
to the Great Exhibition of 1851, his huge rhubarb cars Graped with
rich embroideries to disguise him as an Indian clcvhant. H}s parade
on a trolley througr Walden to Audlay End Stotion ves olovexiy
carioaturcd for "Punch® by the Victorian artist, Joinm Lecckh,
When the Muscum was nodernised in the 1960s the jungle was dispersed,
but Walloabe romained.

George Vombwell retired 1865 and hie original menageric ws
carried on by his widow until 1872, when it wns disposed o_f in
Edinburgh.  Show Ho. 2 went to his niece, Mrs. Edmnds, who carried
on until 1884 when the greater part was taken over by hor son who
sold it to thc Bostock family. Another niece had married into the
Bostock femily and for years this was famous as Bostock & Wombwell,
fadr and circus proprietors. The smallest show, lo, 3, was given

to a Wombwell nephew but it soon declined. Something of the original

family genius was to be seen in the "Captain' George Wombwell \:rho
could oontrol five large lions in a comparatively small cage with
Just 2 narrow willow whip. EHe died as late as 1940.

Bditor's note: Iirs, Whiteman points out that the article on Wallace.
is all ocorrect as the old Hone's Book of Days in the Libxrexy has so
many contemporary facts about it. She adds that therc arc still
Wombwells living in the area.

CORRIGENDA

In the Journal of Spring, 1985, No, 273~
(a) On page 83, sub-section (g) Wilkes, on the 5th linc of the
first paragroph the words "Turer Collin's Daughter” should read
"Turner Collin's Sister®.
(b) On page 64, sub-scetion (h), on the 3rd line, "H. T. Turner®
should read "H. T. lornexr®,
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THE UNDATZD CHARTER GRANTED (TN DUPLICATE) BY HUITHREY
D BOHUN, EARL OF HEREFORD AND OF ESSEX, CONSTABLE OF
ENGLAYD, TO TE BURGESSES OF THE BURGH OF WALDEN.

by H. C. Stacey

On August 23 last year the Saffron Walden Weekly News published a
picture of the Town Clerk holding one of the framed Charters, granted
"around 1236", he said. Previously the Council hod decided that
“next month discussions will opsn to decide whether the town should
celebrate the Charter's 750th anniversary in 1986". That deeision
was taken at a publio meeting in September, chaired by Tewn Mayor
Harris, without regard to the 1897 Leach Opinion that the charter
date was not 1236, but 01298-1321,

The Town Clerk should have been aware of that opinion, becanse on
2/9/79 I informed him that T had written an article for the Antiquarian
Society Journal about the charter and sought permission to see the
ancient box or skip in which it used to be kept. Apexrt from that
artlcle, published in the 1980 Autumn Journal, No, 18, Alderman
Rowntree!s 1951 “Then and Now", p. 10, celled attention to a probable
"1298" date; and Vol. X, No. 29, of the Friends' School "Avenue®,
March 1919 (mentioned in my article) refers to the 1897 ocorweotion

_ 6f the '1236' charter date. That "Averme" series waz cdited by

George Morris vho, with a Miss Baker, wrote the 1913 "Survey of
Saffron Valden and its Region".  The copy of it in the town archives
belonged to Morris and was given to me at his death by his friend and
colleague, Bornard ("Bamey") Jacob.

. -After hearing Steven Bassett's lecture in the Friendst Meeting
House about his exoavations, I sent him on 29/ 1/85 a cory of my
Journal artiele dmuing his attention to the Leach Opinion on the
Charter date because in his "Saffron Walden to A,D. 130C", published
1982, the name Humphrey de Bohun appears only twice, both referring
to his oharter dated 1236 -~ an indication that he could not have
reseatohed i,

Vhen the Town Clexk questioned the 1897 Opinion, I wrote on Sep.
21 to the Society of Antiquaries but it was not until Nov, 22 that
the Weekly Hews could publish Mr. Heslop's Opinion confiming Leach,

In apite of it, the Finance Cemmittee four days later; on Nov,
26 (min, 186) oonsidered a letter "from the organisers of the
celebrations, nlanned for 1986, to commemorate the 750th Anniversary
of Saffron Walden's first Charter" and resolved o lozn £500 "towards
the celebrations esses” The Council, in adoptin the recormendation,
once more rejeoted expert advice.

Trom August to Iay at least, a Festival was intended and
publicised in the terms of the above resolution,
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