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Plate 1
VITAL SHOTS ON THE ELEPHANT e u Lo NDON

THE DANGER SIGNAL, EARS PRICKED, TRUNK ALERT, SCCICY’ Servlce @ CO. Ltd.
THE TWO FRONTAL SIOTS HAVFE BEEN ROUGHLY SHOWN BY RINGS
THE TWO IR DRAWN ON THE ) 196 Shaftesbury Avenue
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DANGEROUS GAME

Another hour passed before I had a chance of firi
) : ring at th
bpalst. As the rifle rang out without warning a tusklgss bulle pﬁ?lﬁigt:dd
v}xlo ently forward and then ran amok, ears out and frunk extended He
charged madly to and fro like a beast bewitched, among the bouiders
. 3

him, as he tried to locate us, blunderin madly this way an
IThe Jpanic spread and for some timgt; frustx",atcd an))(’ attctjantf;)a;:t.to get a
clear view and aim at my special quarry, but when at-length success came
thprow:d to be a good specimen with tusks of 97% and 92 pounds. ’
" n the museum at my home it is my good fortune to be able to show
e record tusks shot by a white man, and the tallest Elephant yet brought

THICK-SKINNED DANGEROUS GAME (Continued)

CHAPTER SEVEN pr- 3-8

RHINOCEROS

By A. C. Knorrys anpo D. D, LyeLr

(Rhinoceros simus), and the *““Black” (Rhinoceros bicornis), but this
nomenclature is misleading, as actually there is very little difference
in the colour. The chief difference lies in that the White is slightly, the
larger beast, subsists mainly upon grass and has a wide square mouth,
The White species is reputed to be far less pugnacious than his half-
brother and the range of his habitat is much more local. The White

" Rhino is now a great rarity and is strictly preserved wherever he exists.

: THERE are two distinct species of this animal, the “White”

Black Rhinoceros.—Among the big game of Africa the Black Rhino is still
one of the most widely distributed races. From Abyssinia and the Sudan
in the north to south-east of the Zambezi in the south, it stretches across
westward wherever the country is suitable, from Northern Nigeria and
the Cameroons down to Angola. At the present time it is probably most
numerous in Kenya Colony in the neighbourhood of Voi and Tsavo and
in parts of Tanganyika.

In Nyasaland and Northern Rhodesia it has always been a rather shy
animal, keeping away from the haunts of man; consequently in those
countries it can usually be obtained only by following its spoor.

The Black Rhino feeds mostly on thorns, and like all game, especially
in the hot dry season, he drinks nightly, so it is not difficult to pick up his
spoor and follow him to his resting place which, in Nyasaland and
Northern Rhodesia, is usually in the hills. Unlike the Elephant, which

generally sleeps standing, the Rhirn lies down, although I have seen one
asleep when on his legs.

As he makes for his daytime haunts he feeds as he goes along, and it is
wonderful how he manages to get nutriment out of the hard and dry
thorns he consumes, for although I am sure I have seen grass in his
droppings he is certainly not a grazing animal by habit. The natives are
certainly as much afraid of him as they are of the Elephant, although in
the opinion of most hunters he is classed as the least dangerous of all the
larger game. He is easy to kill with a small bore, with, of course, solid
bullets; and the best place to hit him is low through the shoulder. A shot
in the centre of his short neck is quite effectual, or if he is standing half
turned away, low behind the ear will brain him. As a rule he dies quickly;
but when incorrectly hit he will take quite a number of bullets to finish
him, which applies to all game of any species.

A point to be remembered with all game which has to be spoored up,

: 113



1147 PR DANGEROUS GAME

is, that a very early start is essential, so the hunter should be away as
the sun tips the horizon. This is even of importance when one goes out
chance hunting, for early in the morning Antelopes, and game such as
Buffaloes will be found in the open dambos (valleys).

The sun begins to get stronger as time goes on, and about 3 p.m. is the
hottest time. Then all game will be in cover for the shade, except purely
game of the plains, which will often 80 to clumps of trees, ant-hills or high
grass to get shelter from the sun.

In the dry season, often called the cold season in South Central Africa,
the temperature can be quite nippy at dawn, and for an hour or so after-
wards, 30 an old tweed jacket is quite useful, I always had the heel of my
rifles finished in wood ‘and no iron heelplate, which makes one’s hands
bitterly cold at such an hour and becomes burning hot in the sun.

where he sometimes charges through a line of porters. He does this to
get above the wind for he dislikes the smell of human beings, and his
behaviour on such occasions is not due to ferocity, but to fear, and his
dislike of the taint of mankind. Of all the larger game he keeps furthest
away from the habitations of man. In East Africa instead of being a plains-
loving animal as formerly, constant persecution is, I believe, making him
more of a bush-dweller. In this way he may succeed in his struggle for
survival, A good average horn will be about 20 inches on the front curve
in South Central Africa, and one of 28 inches would, nowadays, be quite
good in Kenya.,

The probable reasons for the very different opinions as to the risks of
shooting Rhino is that the nature of the beast itself differs according to
locality, In the Baringo district, for example, I found them particularly
pugnacious, while in French Equatorial Africa they would try to beat a

by a shot, for if it catches sight of a flying figure it will often take up the
chase like a terrier after a rat,

A full-grown male stands upwards of five feet at the shoulder and weighs
over a ton. It is almost incredible how an animal of that size can manage

vicinity of a river or water hole,

The Black Rhino is piglike both mentally and physically and little or no
provocation is required to make it take the offensive. On at least one
occasion in the earlier days of the Kenya-Uganda railway it charged an
approaching train, meeting it obliquely near the front portion. As might
be supposed the train got the better of the encounter and knocked the
Rhino over. Nothing daunted, however, the enraged beast got on to his
legs and made a second attack, with the same result, when, thoroughly
disgruntled, he limped off into the bush,
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BLACK RHINOCEROS
THE BLACK CIRCLES INDICATE THE NECK AND HEART SHOTS,

A BLACK RHIXO IN KENYA.

NOTE THE TICK BIRDS,
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It is the unexpectedness of the attack, invariably made at close quarters,

which makes it so deadly. As, however, its range of eyesight, like that of
an Elephant, is limited to from thirty to forty yards it is generally fairly

. easy to avoid these attacks, provided the sportsman keeps his head, and is

agile.

The moment a Rhino gets your wind its head and tail go up to the
accompaniment of a loud grunting snort. For its bulk it is extraordinarily
quick on its feet and covers the ground at a great speed.

A cow with a calfis an exceptionally dangerous animal, and in approach-
ing a Rhino the utmost care should be taken to spot it before it discovers
you, a difficult matter in the dense country in which it is usually found.

It is quite a habit for a Rhino when seeking its daytime resting place to
turn back parallel and to leeward of its trail before it lies down, and the
hunter must always be on the alert for such a contingency when following
its spoor.

Bl;e)lck Rhino are as fond as the White species of wallowing in mud or
rolling in dust, which gives their hides a variety of shades, from grey to
red. Like the White race they resort to one spot to drop their dung and
then kick it about, so that the bushes near are sprinkled with it.

When on the move, the precedence of a family party reverses the order
accepted by the White Rhino. With the Black variety the bull leads, the
cow follows, and the calf brings up the rear.

BLACK RHINOGEROS HUNTING

By Major P. H. G. PoweLL-CoTTON

In the Baringo district Rhino were both numerous and aggressive, and
the tale is told that before the days of the railway one of them charged a
line of prisoners laden with the baggage of an official. The unfortunate
men, who were chained by the neck, were unable to take flight, and several
of them met their death. '

When I was in that part of the country many years ago it was no unusual
thing for the safari to cast down their loads and scatter in all directions as
a beast, resentful of the scent of man, bore down on them unawares, snorting
its disgust. .

This was provoking enough when one still had the right to shoot, but
after securing the two Rhino permitted on his licence, a sportsman had no
other course but ignominiously to take to his heels with the men who,
quite unmoved by any explanation of government prohibition, smiled
and marked him down as a faint-hearted hunter.

With my second Rhino we had a lively encounter. In the first glow
of.dawn we had set out from camp, east of the lake, in pursuit of Giraffe,
and soon picked up some fresh tracks that led us over a low hill. From
its brow a fine view opened out below us, across a wide plain teeming with
herds of game—Zebra, Eland, Oryx, Granti, Ostrich, Rhino and Giraffe,
feeding or roaming at will over its fertile stretches of grassland.

On our homeward trail, after a day of disappointment, the men and I,
hot and weary, were enjoying visions of the pleasant camp to which we





