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ACCOUNT

COCHIN-CHIN A

In TWO

PARTS.

The FIRST Treats
Of the. TEMPORAL ST ATE of that Kingdom.

The SECOND,

By the R, F. CHR

Written in ITaL1AN,

ISTOPHER BORRIa

Of what concerns the SPIRIT U AL.

Mila-

neze, of the SocieTy of JESUS, who was one of the Firft
Missioners in that Kingdom.

Tothe READER,

H IS account is [o fbort, it requires
not much preface, or lo fay the
truth, any at ally a little time fuf-

" ficing the curious to inform bimfelf
of the walue and contents of it. Who the
author was appears by the title, and what the
caufe of his going into that kingdom, bis pro-
Jelfion and only bufinefs being to preach Chri-
Sianity to the infidels: be lived five years a-
mong them, and learn’d their language to per-
fettions and therefore bis relation is not like
thofe of travellers, who juft pafs through a
country ; or merchants, that touch at ports up-
on the bufinefs of trade, and confequently deli-
wer very fabulous accounts, either to make their
zravels the more furprizing, or for want of know-
ing better, vaking things upon bear-fay, and not
underffanding their language to get certain in-
Jormation. This father on the contrary fre-
quently converfing with all forts of people, and
baving a fettled refidence there for years, bad
the opportunity of knowing what be wri, He

Vor.1l

gives the defeription of be kingdom, a confider-
able part whereof be tmwll’ig over: be [peaks
of its produét, which be had the bencfit of for
Juftenance and cloathing : be tells us the temper
and feafons of the air, which be feveral times
Jelts be relates the inundations which be often
Jaw: be gives an account of their feéls, which
be learw’d from their priefts, or omfays,
whom be converted to Chriftianity: be fets
down the er and government of the king-
dom which be could be no firanger to, being
familiar with feveral men in great authority :
and to conclude, be particularizes bow far the
cbrifiian faith -bas beern there propagated ;
which be well knows, as baving been bimfeif a
labourer in the vineyard for tbeﬁ'r;ﬂ five years 3
and after that, receiving it from thofe that fuc-
ceeded bim. Infine, the relation is curious, 1ho®
Soort, and feems to carry all the air of truth
imaginable, befides the general approbation it
bas always received in all parts, which is the
greateft commendation that can be given it.
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Borrr. ftanding himfelf all the while upright on
LV~ his head: One time when I was upon him,
with feveral others, the zayre beat him,
as has been faid, and every ftroke he gave
him, it looked as if we fhould have been
all thrown down headlong. Generally they
ive him fix or feven ftrokes on the mid-
dle of the forehead; but with fuch force,
that the elephant quakes and yer bears all
patiently. There 1s only one time when
he obeys neither the »ayre, nor any other
body s “which is when on a fudden he is
inflamed with luft: for then, being quite
befides himfelf, he bears with no body, but
lays hold of the coach with all thatare in
it, killing, deftroying, and beating every
thing to pieces. But the nayre by certain
figns difcovers it a little before it comes,
and getting down fpeedily with all the paf-
fengers, unloads him, taking down the
coach, and leaves him alone in fome br
lace, till that fury be over : after which,
eing fenfible of his error, and as it were
afhamed of himfelf, he goes with his head
low to receive the blows that are to be
given him, thinking he has deferved them.
Now ufe- ~ Formerly the elephants were of great ufe
Jefsinwar 3 vy, and thofe armies were formidable
that carried great troops of them into the
field 3 but fince the Portuguefes found out
the way of ufing artificial fireworks to
them, they are rather hurtful than other-
wife: for not being able to endure thofe
fparks of fire which get into their eyes,
they betake themfelves to flight, breaking
their own armies, killing and confounding
all chat ftands in their way.
The Rhi-  The tame elephant fights with only two
noceros.  creatures, which are the wild elephant,
and the abada, or rhinoceros; the latter it
overcomes, by the firft is generally con-
quered. The rhinoceros is a beaft of fhape
between a horfe and an ox, but as big as
one of the {malleft elephants, covered all over
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with fcales, as it were fo many plates of ar-
mour. He has but one horn in the mid-
dle of the forehead, which is ftraight and
pyramidal, and his feet and hoofs are like
thofe of an ox. When 1 was at Nuocmon,
a city in the province of Pulucambi, the
governor went out to hunt a rbinoceros,
that was in a wood near our dwelling place.
He had with him above an hundred men,
fome a foor, and fome a horfeback, and
eight or ten elephants. The rhinoceros
came out of the wood, and feeing fo many
enemies, was fo far from giving any tokens
of fear, that it furioufly encountred them
all; who opened and making a lane, lec
the rhinocerosrun through: It came to the
rear, where the governor was a top of his
elephant, waiting to kill it: the elephant
endeavours to lay hold with his trunk, but
could not by reafon of the rhinoceros’s
fwiftnefs and leaping, that ftriving to wound
the elephant with its horn. The governor
knowing it could receive no hurt, by reafon
of the {cales, unlefs they ftruck it on the
fide, waited till leaping it laid open the
naked place, and cafling a dart, dexteroufly
firuck it through from fide to fide, with
great agpla.u(é and fatisfation of all the
multitude of fpetators; who without any
more to do, laid it upona great pile of
wood, fetting fire to it, leaped and danc’d
about, whillt the fcales were burning, and
fleth roafting, cutting pieces as it roafted,
and eating them. Of the entrails, that is
the heart, liver, and brain, they made a
more dainty difh, and gave it to the go-
vernor, who was upon a rifing ground,
diverting himfelf with their merriment. I
being prefent obtained the hoofs of the
governor; which are looked upon to have
the fame quality and vertue, as the claws
of the great beaft (or the hoof of the elk)
and fo the horn is good againft poifon,
as is the unicorn’s.

CHAP. V.

Of the Qualities, Cufloms, and Manners of the Cochin-Chinefes; of zbeir way of
Living, their Habit and Cures.

Colour
and difpo-
fition of

T H E Cochin-Chinefes are in colour like
the Cbhinefes; that is, inclined to an
bod olive-colour : I'mean thofe that are neareft
oo, the fea; for thofe up the inland, as far as
chin-Chi- Tonchin, are as white as the Europeans. The
nefes. fhape of their faces is exaétly like the Chi-
nefes, with flac nofes, little eyes, but of an
indifferent ftature, not fo fmall as the ¥a-
ponefes, nor fo tall as the Chinefes. Yet they
are itronger and more active than either of
them, and braver than the Chinefes, but
are out-done by the Faponefes in one thing,
which is the contempt of life in dungers
and battles; the Faponefes feeming to make

no account of life, nor to apprehend the
leaft fear of death.

The Cochin-Chinefes are naturally the .y .. ..
moft courteous and affable of all the Eaft- vility.
ern nations; and tho® on the one fide they
value themfelves much upon their valour,
yet on the other they look upon it as a
%reat fhame, to fuffer themftlves to be tran-

ported with paflion. And whereas all the
other ZEaftern nations, lookingl upon the
Europeans as a profane people, do naturaily
abhor them, and therefore fly from us
when frft we come among them: in Co-
¢hin-China it falls out jult contrary; }fl'or

they



