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THE RHINOCEROS TAKING A BATH. — In our first picture of the Indian rhinoceros
on u previons page. refereuce was made to the fact (hat every five or six years the large
backward-pointing born on the tip of the nuse is shed uwd it, in course of time, replaced
by u new one. Here we see the nasal appendage discarded, leaving a tender wound,
dark in eolonr and filled with blood.  During the few days that the animal s in this
cundition §t > in a piteous plight. Of & somewhat pugnacious disposition, it is in e
habit of prodding with i« nose anvthing that it deems an obstruction. or a possible cnemy,
and the sudden start and seusitive withdrawal of the head when the denuded snout
touches anything, such as u or stump of wood, proves how temler the exposed nerves
must he.  Deprived of s formiduble weapon it must b at a considerabin disadvantage
until the new ornument bis srown, Though disputed for o covsiderable lwe — the loss
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of tho horn being attributed to nccident — it is now, after many years of observation,
heen conclusively proved that the shedding is a natural process. Strickly spenking it is
not a born in the sense that it is connected with the skull. It is entirely o srowth of
the skin, Polished and smooth at the uip, the base is ragwed, aml thin fragiments, which
may he stripped upwards, show resemblance W a section of actal hair. as seen iu
wansverse section, under the microscope. The horn rests upon o peculiar arched formation
of the facial bones, its pusition cnabling the rhinoceros o withstand an extraordinary
amonnt of conenssion, At preseut nothing appears 1o be known of the habits of the
donble-horned Africa vhinoceros in rospect Lo this periodical shedding. There is no
record of any speviwen being tound minus the, in the case of this specivs, very rugged
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110 (Rhinaceros unicornis). — in spite of its forbidding ap
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THIE INDIAN RHINOCE
ance the rhinweers if Jeti mmulested in its pative wilds, @ peace-lov
creature, whose ¢ v s to wallew in the eooling waters of some congenial Jake or
Fves, whers soeenlens water-plants abound and upen which ety dine at his vase,
Yot when aroused from its somuoleney the rhinoceros s u foe o fear.  lts smull pise-
Jike » wlewn with wicked intent and when Le makes u furious charge he attacks
eversthing within reach. with almost incredible swiftness, The huge horn ahove the snout
rous weapou. Every five or six years this peculiar growth is cst.
new one,  The thick folds of skin over the limbs and throat, which
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act as efiective armourplates, are woll shown in our very exceliem photograpb, The Indian
rhinoeeros ix found in Assam and Nepaul, in the greas forest diswies which srinees the
hase of Vie Jhmalayas, There are alsu two-horned rhinoceroses found in various portions
of south-casiern Asia. which bave the farther characteristic of being **hairy-vared” and
s such are geperally known, Other species are peculiar to Africa. Gue, a very fine specimen
of the hlack thinoeeros, lived in the Zoological Gardens for 23 vears. Altbough larre rewards
have been offered it bas never been fonnd possible to obtaius gpecimen of the so-called white
rhinocervs, which is believed Lo he extinet. Like the hippopotamus the rhinocerus is bappier
in the water than on Jand but. unlike the former. tnkes kindly 1w a sojourn on terra firma.
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