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IR
INTRODUCTION.

S the reader has followed Sir Fobn Char-

din to Gamébrocn on the moft fouthern con -

fines of Perfia, it will be naturally expe&ed
that we fhould now proceed to a defcription
of the Eaft-Indies: but it is proper firft to re-
mind the reader, that a great part of this tafk
is already performed. We have given an ac-
count of the manner in which thofe countries
were difcovered by the Portuguefe Admiral De
Gama™ ; and of the vrofecution of thofe dif-
coveries by De Cabrai. + The reader has feen

* See vol. VIII. page 1---53. 1 Ibid. g4---81.
From thefe two voyage:, the reader has obtained
fome knowledge of the ports of Melinda, Calicut,
and Cochin,
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ton fhrub, they make their calicoes, muflins,
ginghams, &J¢. the great articles of their cloath-
sng and commerce. The country alfo yields
for exportation, malabar pepper, ginger, fan-
dal-wood, aloes, gum lacque, caffia, campher,
indigo, opium, aflafeetida, cardamums, bo-
rax, faltpetre, allum, and fulphur; while the
mountains produce jafper, agate, cryfolites,
granates, amethyits, rubies, and diamonds.
Here are plenty of wild and tame beafts »
of the former clafs are the elephant, and the
shinoceros, with lions, tygers, leopards,
wolves, jackals, elkes, apes and baboons. Wild
boars, deer, antilopes, hares and foxes, fays
Mr. Hamslton ave their wild game, which they
hunt with dogs, leopards, and a {mall fierce
creature called a fhoegoofe. It is about the fize
of a fox, with long pricked ears like a hare,
and a face like a cat, a grey back and fides,
with the belly and breaft white. When they
are taken out to hunt, 2 horfeman carries it be-
hind him hood-wink’d, and the deer and an-
telopes being pretty familiar, will not ftart be-
forc the horfes come very near. He who carries
the fhoegoofe, takes aff the hood, and fhews
itthe game, which with large fwift fprings, it
foon overtakes, when leaping on their backs,
and getting forward to their fhoulders,it fcratches
out their eyes, and makes them fali an eafy prey
to the hunters. The leopard runs down his
game, and often gives the hunters a long chace,
as well as the dogs, who will take the water
when the game betake themfelves to fwimming,
which they frequently do,
The
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bottoms, and a pretty good garden belonging
to the Armenians.

The kingdom of Bengalin which Fort William
is fituated, 1s well known by its giving its name
to the greateft gulph of 4/iz, which feparates
the two peninfulas of the Iudies. This king-
dom 1s near 250 leagues from. eatt to weft, and
is confidered as the moft fertile in all the Judies
in fugar, filk, fruits, faltpetre, gum-lac, wax,
civet, opium, pepper and rice, with all which
commodities it fufnifhes the moft diftant pro-
vinces. The country is cut thro’ with nume-
rous canals, which ferve both to water it, and
facilitate the tranfporting of merchandize. On
their banks are many towns and villages ex-
tremely well peopled, and great fields of rice,
fugar and wheat, which laft is much larger
than that of Europe; three or four kinds of
pulle, alfo citrons, oranges, and a great quan-
nty of {mall mulberry-trees for the nourifh-
ment of filk-worms. It is chiefly in this coun-
try that the rhinoceros and mufk are to be found,
and the fineft canes brought into Europe, come
from this kingdom.

Ougli upon the weftern bank of the Ganges,
and about 2o leagues from the fea, has become
very famous fince the Durch have eftablithed
themfelves there. This is next to Batawia, their
moft confiderable factory, and where they have
the greateft trade. The French Company have
likewife a faltory there. They bring from
thence feveral forts of muflins; and pieces for
handkerchiefs of filk and cotton. From Daca,
on the moft weftern mouth of the fame river,

come



