UNGULATE STATUS
IN THE WILD AND
IN CAPTIVITY

BY DAVID M. JONES

This comprehensive survey was designed with
special reference to the import of ungulates and
their exhibition in Britain. However, the data
collected has much wider general interest.

his paper was prepared as the result of a discussion bet\yeen the
Zutlslcﬁ' I:amd vetlz)erilx)zary staff at the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food, at Tolworth, UK, regarding the status of
captive ungulate populations in Britain and thg fu.ture theoretical
needs for these species for research, exhibition, and as a
contribution to their captive propagation. AUngqlat';es are
currently the most difficult animals to import into Britain, both
for logistical and animal health reasons. At the same time the
wild populations of these two Orders are probably under more
pressure as a result of man'’s activities than any other mammals.

The continued survival of some species will probably depend on
captive breeding, as it has in a number of cases already, and
animals of this group constitute an important part of a bglanced
zoological collection and provide valual;)le rgater}:l foyl:
comparative research. At the same time a number of species ma
well%ecome important sources of huxgan food in Qhe Thll'("l World,
particularly where conventional agriculture is impractical and
much of their basic biology will be learnt through the work of

ible zoological collections.

remnilll:in secti%ln of this paper is in the form of tables for
simplification, and because of this some of phe 'statements made
are generalisations, The numerical inforrr.xatxon isasup to date as
possible, and is based primarily on that in the International Zoo
Yearbook and on the author’s personal k.now'ledg.e. of the
situation in Britain, The list of species with-their scientific names
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is taken from the Zoological Society of London’s vertebrate list
and the FAO world mammal list for computerised pathology
records together with a few additions by the author which were
omitted in these two publications. The body weights are based
primarily on post-mortem data from the Zoological Society of
London with an “educated guess” for those species not
commonly exhibited. An explanation of the code for a species’
status in the wild is given in the notes.

The “handling” category is included to show which species
could be handled without any special measures, and perhaps
more importantly, which might be difficult to handle either
because of their fragility or their adverse reaction to drugs. The
importation categories have been added to provide information
on which species do not need to be brought into Britain because
of the numbers that have been bred, those where only limited
numbers are required and those which might be considered usefal
to fill the zoological gaps. The tables also make it clear that a
number of species are not suitable for the vast majority of animal
collections in Britain because of their rarity, specialist
requirements, or both,

NOTES ON THE TABLES

Area of origin

This is not given in great detail but should enable the authorities
to decide on their attitude to quarantine and testing
requirements.

Body weight

This information has been put in to enable those who are less
familiar with these animals to gain some idea of the size of animal
involved. This gives some idea of the practicalities of
transporting it and of the size and strength of accommodation
the animal will require. The weight range given is for adult
animals and covers both males and females, Adult male
ungulates are almost always larger than females although in the
Perissodactyla the difference is often marginal.

Status in the wild
It is difficult to be accurate with this type of information because
very little is known about many species. Where there is some
doubt the tendency has been to take the pessimistic view as most
wild populations of large mammals are declining.
Ext = Extinct in the wild. E = Endangered. Un = Threatened or
Uncertain. NIR = No immediate risk. C = Common.
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