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(Photograph) “The Marriage of the Rhinoceroses”™
“Rupshin (right). Rani (left)”" (Tama Zoo)
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MARRIAGE OF THE RHINOCEROSES

The male and female Indian rhinoceroses of Tama Zoo have long had to stare at each other
through the bars of their compound, but on January 18th, 1963, by the good offices of Mr. &
Mrs. Kato, they were joined in happy wedlock. The bridegroom, named “Rupshin”, was born in
Assam and came to Japan in November, 1958, He cost the Toma Zoo 6,250,000 Yen. The bride,
a gift from Prime Minister Nehru, was named “Rani".

The bride and bridegroom fight vigorously before they learn to get along - perhaps we could
say that their heavily armored skin doubles as a "“wedding dress”, to protect them from each

other.

Juro Hayashi, Director
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