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are still alive in the wild.

Congo politics may finish off white rhinos

By Marc Lacey

EPULU, Congo: If the endangered
nonbemwl::lxcﬁ;rbmosmdmtoa-
tinction, w] many redict, it
willbepclincs.notnmwaci , that
finishes them
W‘thfewerthanadomstillalivein
the wild, the northern white rhinoceros
lsmwmderedbywmetvaunnmswhe
earth. Besides those fcund in zoos in
San Diego and the Czech ublic,
where they bave not reproduced well,
these rhinos are believed to exist only
in Garamba, a place near the
border with Sudan that is t'ull of wildlife
and lush vegetation but also men with

guns.
"ldonotbellevethazanyrhinoswd]
survive the year,” predicted Thomas
Foose.pmgmmdxrectoranhzmmrm-
tional Rhino Foundation, which is
based in the United States and has been
for in Garamba, the last

mﬁ@e or the northern white thino,
The immediate culprits, according to
conservation grou, mpoachezsfzom

an offshoot of the]an;aweed.tke
mjlihagmupstlmthavebeentpllhsmg
villages in the Darft

Rather than

long donkey trains,
rticu-

These militias have proved pa
larly violent and.asaxuu!t. d.ifﬁcultto
combat. But the greatest threat to the
rhinos is political, a grow-

ing Congolese nahom!mm has un- -

denmt protection efforts, including a
Iast-dxmhmmmmmfm of the
Is

to safety in Kenya.
Tha.t plan set off an anti-colonial up-
roar, with opponents likening it to the

days when Congo was forced to export
m wealth to European nations. Rumors

One ni in Kinshasa, the capit- ti
al, describe d;ywm«:onscrvaﬁnn-
ists as “mmodern-day poachers,’
golese politicians seized on the white
ﬂ:immasymbolufnmomlpude,oﬂ'
hmﬁtoupoimiveoutsxdzrs.

ect,mwde—

A Western-!

pack rangers 1 fght off e posshens
rangers to to poa m‘s
was abandoned after

honsmrfacedthaxtheWesmaxs
stealing the animals and selling them
abroad, a charge that the Western con-

‘The greatest threat is
a Congolese nationallsm
" that has undercut
protection efforts.

servation groups strongly deny.

“It is sad thalt(&oliuu, not poachmg,
will probebly these rhinos,” said
Emmanuel de Memde. a Belgian who
was ruani pro;ect for the Euro-
pean Union before it was shut down.

‘White rhinos, known sciennﬁmlly as
Ceratotherium’ simuin; weigh -

and are the second-|
mal species, behi.ndthee!eﬁmm.'n:ey
get their name not from their color, ex-
perts say, but from the Afrikeans word
wide, which was used to  the
describe their mouths.
SonthAfrlcahasawhxterhmopopu-
lation of about Il,ooo.mhn;dmm
most abundant kind of rhino in the

which used to be found in
tries in East and Central Africa.

The animals' decline has closely
tracked the cheos of Congo's past.

There were anywhere from a thou-
sand to several thousard of them when
the country, then Zaire, gained inde-

from Belgium in 1960.

The survival of the northern rhinos

for this long is the result of an interna-

-in Asia for

tional conservation effort, now col-
lapsed, that for decades supported Con-
golese ers, who acted as
bodyguards for the rhinos. The rhinos’
horns are a valusble prize, sought after
purported medicinal value,
and in the Middle East, where they are
carved into dagger handles.
The latest trouble in 2003, with
the Darfur conflict and the appearance
of the Arab militias.

Three French security experts were . :
_huedbyt.hz!mmemonhmau-

exp fighting
roachersmtheCenualAfncanRepub-
ic. But the last of them pulled out re-
the furor over the failed effort
tosmxlﬁveanimalswxeny
That deal, struck in January, was in-
tended to give the rhines a chance to
breed in peace. The plan was to return
them to Congo sometime in the future,
to a more stable park.
ml;unhazplan;anmsbgeadasthe
0 carcasses that en turning
Garamba.

up regularly in
Vice President Abdoulaye Yerodia
had indicated that the Congolese gov-

erniwent would support the plan, con- -

servationists say, but there are four vice

mdm&sinthemmy‘stransuonal
L e uhrd%hmﬁzy %
an array of

mrﬁy parth this

agree on was Do ex-
cepu?n. deal had be: s:sned.
Beforea en groups
like Fauna and Flora Internaf agd
Inmmauonal Rt]l:emo Foundxm;:

began trumpeti

press releases. Some Congolese politi-

cians saw that as presumptuous.
“There was no official decision on
thls " said the information minister,
Henri Mova Sakanyi, in a recent tele-
phone interview. “There was a -
tion. Nobody should be announcing a
government decision until there is a
government decision.”
With ﬂ»el prodding of polm& :&d-
ers, ese began to see ong-
ecﬁo rhino as a symbol of sover-
ty that ought to remain on Con-
ﬂﬁe soil, dead or alive.
'Ib make their point, angry residents

lmngmx Garamba mbbad machews
andmmcn

Site
Sakanyi said the Congolese govern-
ment was hoping donors would put the
same resources that were set aside to
move the animals — more than $} mil-
lion — into protecting them in Gar-

'fhxscountrymlosbowthanusa
sovereign nation etopmwct:tsown
wﬂdlifeaswel]as:tsownpeoplc and its
cultural ” he said.
that the Government has shown. Hile
government own
comrmxmwt to the anials in the past,
wary about pumping money into
Congo‘s notoriously corrupt govern-

'l'helomsmt.hedxspute are the rhi-
nos, which remain for now “at the
mercy of the poachers,” Foose said.
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