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The rhinocerotids as here understood comprise the Epiaceratherium—
Trigonias group and its descendants. There are seven genera in Africa, as
listed in Table 1. Four of them (Brachypotherium, Aceratherium, Dicerorhinus
and Chilotheridium) emerge in the Early Miocene. As they represent full-fledged

TasLE 1. The rhinocerotids of Africa, distribution in space and time
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Olduvai | 1™y 2 _ _ x X -
Chemeron Fm. 4-2 — - —_ — X —-
Shungura Fm. 4-2 - — —_ X X _
Mursi Fm. 4 - - — - X X -
Aterir Fm. ¢ 4 - - - — - x -

Kanapoi 4 - - — — — x

Langebaanweg — - — _ x

Lothagam Hill 6 x - - — - X
Sahabi 6 X - — - — - -
Mpesida Beds 7 X _ - - — X _
Ngorora Fm. 12- X X or X X — —_ -
Kirimun - X or X x - - _
Douaria 12 — - — - X - —
Alengerr Beds 14-12 - X X - - - -
Fort Ternan 14 - —_ - — - v
Loperot 18 — - - % - -
Sinda X e - — — — -
Rusinga 18,5 X X X X - - _
Ombo - - X x - — —
Napak 19 X x X — - — —
Bukwa 11 23 X — n ? X - - -
Moghara X ? - — - — -
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species different from their EuraSiatic counterparts they must have invaded
Africa already in the Oligocene. Brachypotherium Sprang from the Oligocene
aceratheres. The African Bra®hypotherium snowi (Moghara, Egypt), Brachy-
potherium heinzelini (Bukwa 1I to Sinda, Zaire), Aceratherium acutirostratum
and Dicerorhinus leakeyi (both Napak to Alengerr) combine characters found
in different Oligocene to Pliocene European species of the same genera, showing

bicornis of Mursi, Ethiopia, has lower-crowned molars than the modern species
(Shungura to Recent). Ceratotherium praecox (Mpesida to M ursi) is the direct
ancestor of Ceratotheriyum simum (Shungura to Recent), and split off from the
Diceros stock in the Late Miocene.
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