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'SELECTIONS FROM THE

put on plates and carried with great speed to the
sultan. In the same way they transport the principal
criminals; they are each placed on a §tretcher and the
couriers run carrying the $tretcher on their heads.
The sultan’s drinking water is brought to him by the
same means, when he resides at Dawlat Abid, from
the river Kank (Ganges), to which the Hindus go on
pilgrimage and which is at a diftance of forty days’
Journey from there. :

When the intelligence officials write to the sultan
informing him of those who arrive in his country,
he $tudies the report very minutely. They take the
utmost care in this matter, telling him that a certain
man has arrived of such-and-such an appearance and
dress, and noting the number of his party, slaves and
servants and beaSts, his behaviour both in aion and
at reét, and all his doings, omitting no details. When
the new arrival reaches the town of Multin, which is
the capital of Sind, he $tays there until an order is
received from the sultan regarding his entry and the
degree of hospitality to be extended to him. A man
is honoured in that country.according to what may be
seen of his ations, condu&@, and zeal, since no one
knows anything of his family or lineage. The king
of India, Sultan Muhammad Sh4h, makes a praftice
of honouring &trangers and ditinguishing them by
governorships or high dignities of State. The majority
of his courtiers, palace officials, minifters of Sate,
judges, and relatives by marriage are foreigners, and
he has issued a decree that foreigners are to be given
in his country the title of ‘4z/z FHonourable], so that
this has become a proper name for them.

Every person proceeding to the court of this king
muét needs have a gift ready to present to him, in
order to gain his favour. The sultan requites him
for it by a gift many times its value. When his
subjets grew accustomed to this pra@ice,the merchants
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TRAVELS OF IBN BATTUTA

in Sind and India began to furnish each newcomer
with thousands of dinars as a loan, and to supply him
with whatever he might desire to offer as a gift or to
use on his own behalf, such as riding animals, camels,
and goods. They place both their money. and their
persons at his service, and stand before him like
attendants. When he reaches the sultan, he receives
a magnificent gift from him and pays off his debt to
them. This trade of theirs is a gourishing one and
brings in va& profits. On reaching Sind I followed
this pra&ice and bought horses, camels, white slaves
and other goods from the merchants. 1 had already
bought from an ‘Iriq{ merchant in Ghazna about
thirty horses and a camel with a load of arrows, for
this is one of the things presented to the sultan. This
merchant went off to Khurisin and on returning to
India received his money from me. He made an .
enormous profit through me and became one of the
principal merchants. 1 met him many years later,
at Aleppo, when the infidels had robbed me of every-
thing I possessed, but he gave me no assistance.
After crossing the river of Sind called Panj Ab,
our way led through a forest of reeds, in which I saw
a rhinoceros for the fir& time. ~After two days’
march we reached Janéni, a large and fine town on
the bank of the river of Sind. Its people are a people
called the Simira, whose ancetors established them-
selves there on the conqueét of Sind in the time of
al-Hajj4j [712 a.p.]. These people never eat with
anyone, nor may anyone observe them while they are
eating, and they never marry outside their clan.?
From Jann{ we travelled to Siwasitin [Sehwan], a
large town, outside which is a sandy desert, treeless
except for acacias. Nothing is grown on the river
here except pumpkins, and the food of the inhabitants
consiéts of sorghum and peas, of which they make
bread. 'There is a plentiful supply of fish and buffalo
185



SELECTIONS FROM THE

milk, and they eat also a kind i
il of small lizard &
:1711::1:11 c;g::::gm; I':?Zhlgn { sa;;v this small animalufrfg
) s ok a loathing at it and
;Z:-i 01:1 of‘t}‘l:ee s:::;:ercd S'fIv;;asitéf duringn th‘:mﬁgttzgtt
) mer. e heat was intense, and
companions used to sit naked except f th round
the waift and another soaked hth et o g
d an h wate i
shoulders; this dried in a ve ; hWlt i 4 oy 1o
to llceelzhgonétantl¥ wetting itrzgiir?;t rime and they had
n this town I met the diftinguished do&or *
;I;‘Ii\d;l)l; eoft oKi\;;éséf, lf{'qrmerlty g:’:di of H?:r;t: vﬁfé
¢ e king of India and had b
appointed governor of the to ince. of
L&har{ in Sind. I decided ¢ el dhithbroyince. of
He g spnd- 1 Jed to travel thither with him.
] teen ships with which he sailed d
r;\lrfr& carrying his baggage. One of these wz::sv:tns;l}il >
called the akawras, resembling the tartan of ;
iou}z:try, but broader and shorter. In the centréozlf.'
i é ere was a wooden cabin reached by a Raircase
and on top of this there was a place repared for the
glovernér to sit in. His suite sat in front of him and
foiz;:smcc;ofotvc;ex;ght A?nd left, while the crew of about
four ships to rig'ht 'a:xcc(lmig? s of wesarah were
: t, tw i i
:lif g.cs)ver%g:éi tila.nc;:lards, keztlédrumo ot;, v:rhl;fr?pe‘t:::n::g
. Fi € drums and trumpets w
and then the musicians sang % s comtinacd
alternately from earls iy o the manotinued
y y morning to th
When this moment arrived, th% ships ilgg:cf }tz hou!('i.
gangways were placed from one to the other P';“lll
n;usxc:ans then came from on board the gov.ernor’e
la1 gwraﬁ. and sang until he finished eating, when thes
had their meal and returned to their vessel Th
Jo;:rney continued thereafter as before until ni.ghtfa',lle
theegzaxgl ;:asé i;l;?b:eltc %p :mblthe bank of the river;
- ¢ 1barked, tables were set
of the troops joined in the meal. After th:iaéizcxire?i?lé;
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rayer sentries were pofted for the night in reliefs.
As each relief finished its tour of duty one of them
cried in a loud voice “ O lord King,* so many hours
of the night are past” At dawn the trumpets and
drums sounded and the dawn prayer was said, then
food was brought and when the meal was finished they
resumed their journey. )

After five days’ travelling we reached ‘Al4 al-Mulk’s
province, Léhari, a fine town on the coa&t where the
river of Sind discharges ‘itself into the ocean’ It
possesses a large harbour, visited by men from Yemen,
Firs, and elsewhere. For this reason its contribu-
tions to the Treasury and its revenues are consider-
able; the governor told me that the revenue from
this town amounted to sixty lakhs per annum. The
governor, receives a twentieth part of this, that being
the footing on which the sultan commits the pro-
vinces to his governors. I rode out one day with
‘Al4 al-Mulk, and we came to a plain called TArna,
seven miles from Lahari, where I saw an innumerable
quantity of &ones in the shape of men and animals.
'Many of them were disfigured and their forms effaced,
but there remained a head or a foot or something of
the sort. Some of the §tones also had the shape of
grains of wheat, chickpeas, beans and lentils, and there
were remains of a city wall and house walls. We saw
too the ruins of a house with a chamber of hewn
&Qones, in the mid& of which there was a platform of
hewn &tones resembling a single block, surmounted
by 2 human figure, except that its head was elongated
and its mouth on the side of its face and its hands
behind its back.like a pinioned captive. The place
had pools of tinking water and an inscription on one
of its walls in Indian chara&ers. “Al4 al-Mulk told
me that the hiStorians relate that in this place there
was a great city whose inhabitants were so depraved

that they were turned to §tone, and that it is their
187 ‘
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SIND AND NORTH-WESTERN INDIA inhabited ;:NANI AND SiWAbs”AN le call
) . been inhabited from ancient times a e called the
and matd:,hvast g;oﬁts, %_md l.t became an established usage Samira,!* whose ancestors establishedythege:ell)ves there on
;g:;”;:gtsh em. r‘l’“hm.g Sind I followed this practice and the conquest of Sind in the time of al-Hajjaj [A.D. 712], as
gh Orses, camels, white slaves and other goods from the the chroniclers of the conquest of Sind have noted. The
mer:::hants. I had already boPght in Ghazna from an ‘Iraqi shaikh, the learned imam, the ascetic doer of the law, and
Zf]r)ﬁ;n t;b?,‘:? a&ifrl;omh'l‘aknt bﬁ' the name °.f Muhammad : devout Rukn al-Din, son of the shaikh and virtuous doctor
rowe s 1 ¥ 7orses and a camel with a load of of the law Shams al-Din, son of | the shaikh, the devout and ses
a s, 1or this is one of the thnlgs: presented to the Sultan. ' ascetic imam Baha’ al-Din Zakariys, the Qurashite (he was
o Tomerchant went off to Khurdsan and on returning later one of the three whom the shaikh and virtuous saint Burhan
0 f;‘ldl;. received his money from me. He made an enormous | al-Din the lame told me in the city of Alexandria that I
? 1:; :;i:':l)ugh me and became. one of the principal merchants. should meet them in the course of my journey, and I did
e c;els ha(ll'nanjl; g/e;rs later, in the city of Aleppo, when the meet them, God be praised),? told me that his earliest ances-
received no kl:l(:i.n N fme of everything I possessed, but I tor was called Muhammad ibn Qasim the Qurashite,’® and he
v Description of fho o him. | , . took part in the conquest of Sind in the army which al-Hajj3j
Sind callod Baf{: b wmo‘t‘""s& Af;er crossing the niver of ‘ ibn Yisuf dispatched for that purpose during his governor-
the track whi hl led th ¢ entered a forest of reeds, following ship in al-'Iriq and settled there and founded a numerous
confronted b ch le . rough the midst of it, when we were ’ family. These people called the Samira never eat with anyone
imal with 3; ; r emg:sms. <Iin appearance it is a black nor may anyone observe them while they are eating, nor do
hmema dn For this uge hody and a disproportionately large they marry anyone outside their clan, nor do they allow
as the savi reason it has become_the. subject of a proverb, anyone to marry into it. They had at this time an amir called
o Zymg goes Al-qukaddan rds bild badan (rhinoceros, Wunar whose history we shall relate in due course.1
h::d iz*;m?lo :?l‘so)-l It is smaller than an Sclephant but its From Janani we travelled | to Siwasitin [Sehwan),’® a i
hory betweey 'tlm% arger than an elephant’s. It has a single large town, outside which is a sandy desert, treeless except
a span in brl;; dst;y e‘:};bo?t three cubits in length and about for acacias. Nothing is grown on the river here except
horsemen got in e waen' ltt Cit‘melfut against us one of the . melons, and the food of the inhabitants consists of sorghum
riding with its b vay, 1t struck the horse which he was and peas, which they call mushunk® and of which they make
hen went buok 1 Dierced his thigh and knocked him down, identification with Hal&n d by Sir W. Haig) is very dubious, §
then went back into the t ert and we could not get at it. I :,1:: h}ﬁdi‘ii".‘:ain, in:ro?p.( g:sgse ¥ it W- Hrlg) fs very dubious. Seo
saw a rhinoceros a second time on this road after the hour of ' LB applies the familiar Arabic term for the Samaritans to the Rajput
afternoon prayer. It was feeding on plants but when we tribe of the Stunras, who had maintained their independence in lower Sind
10: approached it | it ran away. I saw a rhinoceros yet another ] m::nsthe 3erel;th sonty “"3;;’;"“3’3“ oﬁs ﬁm? 83-1267) was th
i $ . A ) ol. I, pp. 23-4. ' al-Din ri 1183-12 was the
time when in the company of the king of India we had entered effective founder of the In4dian branch of the Suhrﬁ:ard! order éee Vol. II,
a jungle of reeds. The sultan was mounted 1 P- 297). His grandson Rukn al-Din Abu’l Fath, son of Sadr al-Din ‘Artb,
and we too wi on.an e. €P hant died in Multin in 1335. L.B. curiously omits to say whether he met this
foot-soldi ere mounted on elephants along with him. The shaikh in Jananl, or, as seems more probable, in MultAn.
oot-soldiers a.nd horsemen went in and beat it up, killed it 1 Since Muhammad b. Qdsim was commander of the Arab army which
and conveyed its head to the camp (mahalla). l conquered Sind in 712, the claim is open to question, and indeed contra-
S z?ifter two days’ march from [the crossing of] the river of 2,‘::;,",,‘;’3(,‘2‘: ;,':ﬁti;',', ‘,’,‘35,“ ,?:3,’.;;;? relate that Baha' al-Din's grandfather
Ind we reached fhe town of Janini, a large and fine town on 1 See p. 599 below.
the bank of the river Sind.10 It has beautiful bazaars and has 18 A small town 120 miles north of Karachi, at some distance from the
10 Janin! no longer exists and is apparent] . " present bed of the Indus river.
\ no 10 . ] : ) e, »
From this description jt lay somewhat to th); nort‘l?e:i lgl;lexdw:;set:rxl:e;te; Fersian mushang, glossed as ak;;d;fgm ror amallpea’
596




THE REIGN OF SULTAN MUHAMMAD IBN TUGHLUQ

placed in a tent near the tent of ‘Ain al-Mulk, who used to go
to visit them and sit with them and then return to his prison.

In the afternoon of the day of the rout the Sultan gave
orders to release the lower orders of those who were with ‘Ain
al-Mulk, such as muleteers, pedlars, slaves and persons of no
importance. The ‘king’ Ibrdhim al-Banji, whom we have
45 mentioned, was brought in, and the ‘king of the army’, | the
malik Nuwa, said ‘O Master of the World, kill this man for he
is one of the rebels.’ The vizier replied ‘He has ransomed
himself by the leader of the rising,’ so the Sultan pardoned
him and set him free to go back to his own country. After the
sunset prayer the Sultan took his seat in the wooden tower
and sixty-two of the principal associates of the rebel were
brought in. Then the elephants were brought and these men
were thrown down in front of them, and they started cutting
them in pieces with the blades placed on their tusks and
throwing some of them in the air and catching them, and all
the time the bugles and fifes and drums were being sounded.
‘Ain al-Mulk too was standing watching their slaughter, and
parts of them were thrown at him, then he was taken back to
his prison.

The Sultan remained near the river-crossing for some days
owing to the multitude of the troops and the small number of
boats. He sent over his personal effects and his treasures upon
the elephants, and distributed elephants to his chief courtiers

135 to send over their effects. | He sent me one of those elephants

on which I sent over my baggage.

The Sultan then went, taking us with him, to the city of
Bahriyij,?” a fine town on the bank of the river Sari, which
is a great stream with a strong current. The Sultan crossed it
in order to visit the tomb of the pious shaikh, the warrior
Salar ‘0d [Mas‘@d]®® who made the conquest of most of these
territories. There are wonderful stories told of him and
celebrated expeditions.

There was such a crowding and scrambling of people for the
crossing that a large vessel sank with about 300 souls, not

%7 Bahriyij was a town on the river Ganges.

18 The title of Salir ‘04 is the name of Mas'dd al-Ghiz! who died in 557
(1162) in the war with the Hindus. Another account is that he was born in
1013 and was killed at Bahriyij in 1033.

726
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one of whom escaped except one Arab of the party of Amir
Ghada. We ourselves had embarked in a small boat and God
Most High delivered us. The Arab who escaped from drown-
ing was called Salim [‘safe’] which is a strange coincidence.
He had intended to mount with us into our boat but he found
that we had already | started to cross the river so he took his ss6
place in the boat which was sunk. When he came out the
people thought that he was with us and there was great alarm
amongst our companions and the rest of the people, imagin-
ing that we were drowned, and then when they saw us
afterwards they rejoiced at our safety.

We visited the tomb of the saint whom I have mentioned,
situated in a pavilion which we were unable to enter because
of the multitude of the press. It was on that journey that we
entered a thicket of canes and a rhinoceros came out of
them against us. It was killed and the man brought its head,
and though it is smaller in size than an elephant yet its
head is many times bigger than an elephant’s head. We have
mentioned this animal in a previous passage.*®

Account of the Sultan’s return to his capital and the rebellion
of ‘Ali Shah Kar. When the Sultan was victorious over ‘Ain
al-Mulk, as we have related, he returned to his capital after
an absence | of two and a half years. He pardoned ‘Ain al- 357
Mulk, and pardoned also Nusra Khan, who had revolted in
the province of Tiling, and set them both to a common task,
namely the supervision of the Sultan’s gardens, and furnished
them with robes and horses and fixed for them a daily allow-
ance of flour and meat.

News was received after that that one of the associates of
Qutli Khan namely ‘Ali Shah Kar (Kar means ‘deaf’), had
revolted against the Sultan. He was a gallant man of fine
figure and character, and having taken possession of Badrakiit
he made it the capital of his kingdom. The troops went out
against him and on the Sultan’s orders his preceptor [Qutli
Khan] went out to engage him in battle with large forces. He
besieged him in Badrakiit, and when its towers were mined
and the rebel’s position became desperate he requested a
promise of security and Qutld Khan gave it to him and sent
him to the Sultan in chains. The Sultan pardoned him | and s

» See p. 596.
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