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Report on the Javan and
Sumatran Rhines on the
Thai - Burmese Border

Reliable reports of the killing
of one or two rhinos on the wes.
tern border of Thaitland, especialiy
in Rarnchanabuii. have been re
ceived almost every yvear. On
April 20, Dr. Boonsong lLekagul
led a trip to the Nam Noi and Sai
Yoke areas in Karnchanaburi to
gather information about the
rhinos He found that because
the western slopes of the Tenas
scrtm Range catch most of the rain
from the Indian Qcean n the
Southwest monsoon, ithe vegeta
tion on that slope 1s much denser
and the weather is cooler in the
dry season than it is on the Thai
side.  Streams and  water holes
for wildlife to drink and bathe
in are plentiful on the western
side.  The Burmese {western
slope is covered with tropica) ran
forests  while of the Thm
(eastern) slope’s {orestation 1= dry
decidunus, and is too hot and div
for some kinds of wildlife in the
dry season.

maost

Because of this contrast, imam
big mammals make seasonal i
grations across the border. Annual
{orest tires cause a lack of water
and vegeiation on the Thai slope
during dry season, and maost of the
elephants and gaur and some other
big mammals must migrate 1o the
more lush Burmese side. i Ban
teng, which graze on the apen
plains, generally stay on the Thii
side. as do Sambar deer and bark
irg ceer, which also eat wild fruit
found on the Thai side.)

Elephants and gaur and possi-
bly some rhinos move back 10 the
That side when the heavy mon
sooral rains come. They feed on

youryr buds and shoots.

Most of the rhinos, both Javan

and Sumatran are found in the
wetter and denser Burmese forests.

On ithis trip, Dr. Boonsong had
an opuortunity (o talk with a group
of Karen hunters of uncertain ci-
tizenship.  They live and hunt in
buth coantries, crossing the border
frecly and shooting at any unimal
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they come upon,  Lvery year 1n
thie dry season. they journey into
the thick forests on the western
side of the Tenasserim Range to
hunt rhinos. and whenever they
are successful they bring horns,
dried biood, dried dung. and any
other pars of the carcass they can

cearry back 1o Thailand o sell 1o

the old style medicine shops.

He inqguired as 10 the number
of rhinos sighted and killed by the
group anil was given the tollowing
information :

P 1O53 ome msbe Samatran
rhino was kilfedd

1961 one Javan  and  dour
Sumatran chinos wert
{ound but not killed ;
Sumatran 3 hin

found, Init ran

1962 one
wis
away salely.

This is a report of one grougs
ol hunters only. More thinos have
no doubi been kilied by other hun
The signiflicance
of thee statizues, however, is that
they =how a distinet possibihte
that stith remnants of
Loth species of rhono Tivine in this

ters in the arca.

there are

Boarder area.

The  Burmese govermment

TOOR - one nade Javan vhana shoudd be greads adimived for eon
was  found  huo not sidering the establishiment ot aither
killed : a national park or oogaime reserve

P00 three Sumatran vhinos in theiv terriwories where these
were found and one eare animals are perhaps sl
female was kiled - found. T has been suggested than

FO0 & pregnant female Ia the Th gn\"--mm;‘nl seloup A
van rhina was kitled o stoilar reserve on the Thar side
the Tetns was drvied and 10 s greatly hoped that the
and sold Tor d00 Bahi it government will respond
thont 178 s 20 lavoralils 1o this suggeston,

The Open hilled Storhs come. Sanctaars, A oveaph esthaae
making more and  more nests Jast vesr shawed the popularion

every vear at the War Phai Torm

to he as high as Loow bivds,
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