Left: The Kunene
f In
Dreaded by the Natives o
m“"vutzln!hh-ﬂ and visited by
l"”m.\ ‘." phant, the river waa
o i‘.-.l e to cross  during
N““::‘\p;'lll(lnll's stay.  The
N (nf'l n the foreground ia
P ‘l‘l:‘l:':-]:::h lll l\li'll(l. primi-
T
remaote parts of (”I‘w l;:x t'h"
veld. Hoke

Right: W
‘:'i:,h,(. t'wc'lu'ﬂ.\t‘)lm Mirabilis
otanical wonder of l).n‘-

N
ql:‘“‘~lh desert, The  one
l’“:n\’.u here 05 li'nm;l
nt. Phey ¢
They occur nowhere

else i
Ise in the  workd,

The above t
C wo photlogre S
s above ) .ographs, and thos
. O oL , 108¢ on tl ing
:ﬁi‘tzeardbelow. Full r:s}ul(zg t)lz'et)e?\'bcdition refelrercf(?ctx;binpagc' ery
y it is stated . ie expedition ar tmown, Dut
/ - of new genera in iti};is:tls)l' Koch found a VC"};CCJ;?St'dyet e quantity
| ow genara in ¥ and Dr., Lundhol R e
- o eport m 12 new sub i
on the classifications is awSPtcc(lles of
aited.

THE KAOKOVELD EXPEDITION.

The i « .Some InfEre i N
é‘hl-g (_lité);{m‘ftfncim Wild L“cs’tmg Observations.
s ermit me to oOff .
on the Expeditio offer the followi
“ nt - owing c .
be:r[‘, 1951, issue of )’%L}??nl;‘gok.oveld,” whit(’:h gg})"‘c‘iﬂcﬁ; ‘ont]the “Notes
was stationed i azine:— < in the Septem-
N‘ative Affairs Oféﬁtigici Kaokoveld from 1939 until 1€
great deal both by car '1113 charge of that di%h'ictl '.)42 and, as the
A ki on foot. On th(\sc-jc»mm.c)tlx a}ltzlled about a
¢ s I took particu-

lar note of tt

. he species

which they occur. pecies of game encountered and the local
ocalities in

I was told b
Y variou .
and accepted i 1s Europeans
P it as s who had .
ilét;;c;, The only i:té?::f, ihgt 1t{hcre are Olg;eglgékthﬁ .Kao}(ovcld.
safe distan N ook in them i ‘hino in that
number of rhino ce between us. H in the beginning we
but it was no, I was struck by ! owever, after enc as to
was only after ] y the diffcrence i ncountering a
square-lipped vé " seeing a parti e in their a
rviety bet par icularly fi _appearance
Was foroid to. the Somciaeis Otjikuvs ine specim ance,
: A h N jikuvare a A en of th
rhiIno in that areac conclusion that there a"rgdb(())ttdoglathlandu that (i
! questioned X . ack and whi
animal life, andt}::.ly?‘tl_"c residents, who are ite
gi‘zel‘ctire two kinds blcliltr};)rjl:ct(}l that they have ?{(;]C(:l\:;atc observers of
.i the “Ongava O e Kaokoneld amd i So all along ti
Okatzwii” f ndorozu” (bl eld and in Souther hat
i rom the noise i ack rhinc, al hern Angola
rhino The 1 noise it make ' so known as “ a,
; atter we - s) and the “I s “Ongava
black cousin with a.dgrgcgm~lbedi inter alia algl)tilchangava" or I%x‘ge
ad square mouth, which ltl}lgylaégcr than its
cmonstrated

76

AFRICAN WILD LIFE

0 AL ALD

Right: Mountaln view of
the Namib round Orub-
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the names in itself is significant, put where
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wn observations. 1 took

Since their descriptions confirmed by ©
tted these to the Secretary

staternents from several Natives and submi |
for south-West ‘Africa with my report. I also men
gervations to the late Col. Denys Reitz, who erroneousiy referred
me as a game warden in “No Outspan.”

1t might interest readers to know that Steinhardt in his book
«Khombha’ also mentions a wRreitmaul Nasshorn” (square-iipped
rhino) which he saw in the Kaokaveld. Despite the cxpedition's
discouraging report, I am convineed that there are both black an
white, (or “square-lippc(l") rhino in the Kaokoveld and accept full
responsibility for being primarily responsible for the so-called rumour,
and feel confident that time and a thorough investigation will prove

the correctness of my asgertion.

On one occasion I sawW a few plack-faced impala (the only kind
in the Kaokoveld) at a waterhole 2 few miles south of Kaoko-Otavi
and, during 1940/41, th ported their presence between
Tjapi-Tjapi and 7zessfontein. Impala are known to visit a number
of places far south of their habitatl, the Kunene River.

The remarks about the quagga are extremely interesting pecause
in 1941 ex-Sergt. de Witt, formerly of the Kamanjab Police, made
a statcmcnt to me, which I submittcd to Head Office, that on some
of his patrols to the Kunenc Mouth he saw a few Qquaggd in the

Namib.

puring 1940/41 there was a small tr
of Oruwanjai. One animal had the us )
and shoulders but the rest of his body was a uniform darkish colour.

Unfortunately, could never get close enough to it to ascertain
whether the ahsence of the stripes was natural or due Lo & skin

oop of 7ebra on the plain west
ual stripes on the head, neck
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discasc such as mange. On the other hand, it might have been &
hybrid.

1 have often wondcered whether the extinct quagsa was a4 genuine
species or a hybrid. 1f the former, why did it become extlinct at
such an carly date when the various suh-specics of zchra and other
varicties of game managed to aurvive? It is conmumon knowledge
that the Afrikaans speaking people still refer Lo zebhra as erwagpa’
and early writers on the subject also might have used Lthe name in-
d'\scriminalely. or else o differentiate bhetween certain zebra sub-
specics, with the result that we are loday under the jmpression that
"quagga." were far more numerous than was actually the casc,
Pretoria. AL M. BARNARD.

EDITOR'S NOTE.—In & letter received from Mr. Carp at the
time of going to Press, it is stated that a fresh report has just come
to hand to the effect that quaggas have heech seen in the Greal
frish River valley in Soulh-West Africa. As Mr. Carp points out,
it all sounds ''too good to he true” bul there remaing the slender
possibility that quaggas may survive to this day, in which case
their re-discovery would he “the find of the century.”’

SNAKES IN FACT AND FICTION.

The Editor, “«African Wwild Life.”

gir, --In the December 1951 number of your magazine p. 1. Bridge
guestions the lengths of various snakes given by an author described
ag a well-known explorer.

1 have not read the book in question put agree with Mr. pridge
that a python killed in Northern Rhodesia measuring thirty-eight
fect 1s highly impmba\)le.

It is my opinion, and I have kept & card-index of all snakes 1 have
examined in this territory during the course of the last three years
that the average length of the python Python sebae in Northern
Rhodesia 18 twelve feet and I belicve that the authentic record is
seventcen feet.

It is gencrally accepted that of the giant serpents, the Reticulated
Python python reticulatus of Malaya attains the greatest length.
Raymond Ditmars. Curator of Mammals and Reptiles at the New York
Zoological park, has gpent many years attempting to discover the
record jength for this species. He gives it as thirty-three feet.
Referring to Pylthon sebae he gives the maximum length of twenly
feet.

when the aulhor refers to cobras of cight feel he is more accurate.
The Black-lippcd Cobra Naiae melanolenca does grow to eight fect
on occasion. In the Barotse valley the Egyptian Cobra Naia haie
has been known to attain a length of ten feet.

Kitwe, N. Rhodesia. D. C. BILLSON.

EXAGGERATED CLAIMS?
The Editor, “African wild Life.”

sir,—1 was pleascd to sce Mr. Bridge’s letter in your issue of
December, vol. 5, No. 4. (See “Experience——or Exaggcration?" page
337-8.—Ed.)

The book in question wag written by Count Gatti, I think, and
the Star, Johanneshurg, published a review of it some time 8go
and also gave & short note by me on the subject in ‘‘Stocp Talk”
under the heading “Gatti's 1.i0ns.”

1 consider the writer’s statements and claims are cxaggerated,
and I challenge him to prove to your satisfaction that he shot
32 lions in the space of two months. in fact, 1 doubt if that
number of lions have been shob in zululand since the death of
Chaka. Can he get the Native Commissioner or any other reliable
person to verify his statement that lions were going off in broad
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